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. Men are born equally free ae independent ; RY 
fore, all govern.nent of right originates from the peo- 
ple, is founded 1 in conſent, and iaſtituted for the general 
* 5 
G All men have certain natural, effeatial, and inh&-- 
Pr rights; among which are---the enjoying and defend- 
ing life and liberty---acquiriag, poſſeſſing and protecting 
1 ia a word, of ſeeking and obtaining hapi- 
neſs. - 
3. When men enter into a ſtate of ſociety, they ſurreador 
up ſome of their natural rights to that ſociety in order to eu- 
ſure the protection of others; and, without ſuch an — 
lent, the ſurrender is void. 

4. Among the natural rights, ſome are in their very na- 
ture unalienable, becauſe no equivalent can be giving or re- 
celfed for them. Ofthis kind are the nights of con{cience.” 

5. Every individual has a natural and unalienable tight 
to worſhip God according to the dictates of his owa con- 
ſcience, and reaſon; and no ſubject ſhall be hurt, mo! leſted. 
or reſtrained in his perſon, liberty or eHaι⁰ {or worſhi pping 
Ge od. ia the manner and ieaion molt agreeable to the «dies | 
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tates of his own. conſcience, or for his religiqus profeſſion, are 
| ſentiments or perſuaſion ; provided he does not diſturb the ble 
public peace, or difturb others in their religious worſhip. — 
6. As morality and piety, rightly e on evangeli- her 
dal principles, will give the beſt and greateſt ſecurity te bei 
government, aud will lay in the hearts of men the ſtrongeſt | 
obligations to due ſubjection; and as the knowledge of theſe, x 
is moſt likely to be propagated through a ſociety by the in- or 
ſtitution of the public worſhip of the Deity, and of public in- - mi! 
ſtruction in morality and religion; therefore, to promote vet 
_ thoſe important purpoſes, the people of this ſtate have a dar 
right to impower, and do hereby fully impower the legiſ- the 
lature to authorize from time to time, the ſeveral towns, eſt⸗ 
pariſhes, bodies- corporate, or religious ſocieties within this Y an 
ſtate, to make adequate proviſion at their own expence, Sg vu 
for the ſupport and md4intainafice of public proteſtant teac- = 
hers of piety, religion and morality : ee the 
Provided notæwithſtanding, That the ſeveral towns, pariſnes, to 
bodies- corporate, or religious ſocieties, ſhall at all times Bk 
have the excluſive right of electing their own public teach- pre 
ers, and of contracting with them for theii ſupport and main- F he 
tenance. And no perſon of any one particular religious 3 of 
ſect or denomination, ſhall ever be compelled to pay towards $ Mar 
the ſupport of the teacher or teachers of another perſuaſi- ta 
on, ſect or denomination. . | c £0 
And every denomination of chriſtians demeaning them - 3 N 
ſelves quietly, and as good ſubjeQs of the ſtate, ſhall be 3 ot 
equally under the protection of the law: And no ſubordi- bo 
nation of any one fed or denominatation to another, ſhall 1 
ever be eſtabliſhed by law. | 8 „ 3 in 
And nothing herein ſhall be underſtood to affect any for- VL 
mer contracts made for the ſupport of the miniſtry ; but all!! 
ſuch contracts ſhall remain, and be in the ſame ſtate as if m 
this Conſtitution had not been made. bog m 
7. The people of this ſtate, have the ſole and excluſive right 11 
of gover ning themſelves as a free, ſovereign and independent u. 
State, and do, and forever hereafter ſhall exerciſe and en- W. 
y every power juriſdiction and right 1 thereto, | 
Which is not, or may not hereafter be by them exprel 8 of 
ted to the United States of America in Congreis aſſembled. ax 
8. All power reſiding originally in, & being derived from, or 
te people, all the magiſtrates and officers of government, = 
Tas 13 1 ars | 
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are their ſubſtitutes and agents, and at all times aceounta- 


- 


ble to them. | | | ITS 
9. No office or place whatſoever in government, ſhall be 


hereditary—the abilities and integrity requiſite in all, not 


being tranſmiſſible to poſterity or relations. 
10. Government being inſtituted for the common benefit, 
rotection, and ſecurity of the whole community, and not 
r the private intereſt or emolument of any one man, fa- 


mily, or claſs of men; therefore, whenever the ends of go- 


vernment are perverted, and public liberty manifeſtly en- 
dangered, and all other means of redreſs are ineffectual, 
the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or 
eſtabliſh a new government. The doctrine of non-refiſt- 


ance againſt arbitrary power and oppreſſion, is abſurd, ſila- 


viſh, and deſtructive of the good and happineſs of maukind. 
11. All elections ought to be free, and every inhabitant of 
the State having the proper qualifications, has equal right 
to elect, and be elected into office. | | 
12. Every member of the community has a right to be 


protected in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and property; 


he is therefore bound to contribute his ſhare in the expence 
of ſuch protection, & to yield his perſonal ſervice when neceſ- 


ſary or an equivalent. But no part of a man's property ſhall be 


taken from him, or applied to public uſes, without his own 
conſent, or that of the repreſeatative body of the people. 
Nor are the inhabitants of this ſtate controulable by any 
other laws than thoſe to which they or their repreſentative 
body have given their conſent. Ni | 
* 13. No perſon who is concientiouſly ſcrupulous about the 
lawfulneſs of bearing arms, ſhall be compelled thereto, pro- 
vided he will pay an equivalent. ; 
* 14. Every ſubject of this ſtate is entitled to a certain re- 
medy, by having recourſe to the laws for ail injuries he 
may receive in his perſon, property or character, to obtaia 
right and juſtice freely, without being obliged to purchaſe 
without delay, conformably to the laws. 5 
15. No ſubject ſhall be held to anſwer for any crime, or 
offence, until the ſame is fully and plainly, ſubſtantially 


and formally deſcribed to him; or be compelled to accuſe 


or furniſh evidence againſt himſelf. And every ſubject ſhall 


kave a right to produce all proofs that may be favourable ta 


himſelf; 


it; completely, and without any denial ; promptly,” and 
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himſelf; to meet the witneſſes againſt him face to face, and 
to be fully heard in his defence by himſelf, and counſel. 
And no ſubject ſhall be arreſted, impriioned, deſpoileu, or 

eprived of his property, immunities, or privileges, pus 
out of the protection of the law, exied or deprived of his 
life, liberty or eſtate, but by the judgment of his peers, or 
the lia 886 3 0 


15. No ſubject ſhall be liable to be tried, after an acquit- 


tal, for the ſame crime or offence. Nor ſhall the legiſla- 
ture make any law that ſhall ſubject any perſon to a capita 


punihment, excepting for the government of the army 


and navy, and the militia in actgal ſervice, without trial 
| | "ye AE > ; 9 5 0 * 


by jury. . 
17. In criminal proſecutions, the trial of facts in the vi- 


cinity where they happen, is ſo eſſential to the ſecurity of 
the life, liberty and eſtate of the citizen, that no crime or 


offence ought to be tried in any other county than that in 


which it is committed; except in caſes of encral infuirec- 
tion in any particular county, when it ſhall appear to the 


Judges of the ſuperior court, that an impartial trial cannot 
e had in the county where the offence may be committed, 
and upon their report, the aſſembly ſhall think proper to 
direct the trial in the neareſt county in which an impartial 
trial can be obtained. . l 
18. All penalties ought to be proportioned to the nature 


of the offence, No wiſe legiſlature will affix the ſame puniſi- 
ment to the crimes of theit, forgery and the like, which they 


do to thoſe of murder and treaſon; where the ſame undiſtin- 
guiſhed ſeverity is exerted againſt all offences; the people 
are led to forget the real diſtinction in the crimes themielves, 
and to commit the moſt flagrant with as little compunction 


us they do thoſe of the lighteſt dye: For the ſame reaſon a 
multitude of ſanguinary laws is both impolitic and unjuſt. 


The true deſign of all puniſhments being to reform, not to 
exterminate, mankind, : i | of 
19. Every ſubject hath a right to be ſecure from all un- 
reaſonable ſearches and ſeizures of his perſon, his houſes, his 
papers:and all his poſſeſſions. All warrants, therefore are 


contrary to this right, if the cauſe or foundation of them be 


not previouſly ſupported by oath, or affirmation ; and if the 
order in the warrant to a civil officer, to make ſearch in ſuſ- 
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to ſeize their property, be not accompanied with a ſpecial 
deſignation of the perions or objects of ſearch, arreſt or 
ſeizare ; ; and no warrant ought to be iſſued but in caſes, and 
with the formalities preſeribed by the laws. 
20. In all controverſies concerning property, and in all | 
ſuits between two or more perſons, ; Excepr in caſes in which 
it has been heretofore otherwiſe uſed and practiſed, the par- 
ties have aright to a trial by jury ; and this method of pro- 
cedure ſhall be held ſacred, unleſs in cauſes arifing on the 


high ſeas, and ſuch as relate to-mariners wages, the legiſla 


tare hall think it neceſſiry hereaiter to alter it. 

21. La order to reap the fulleſt advantage of the ineſtim- 
able privilege of the trial by Jury, great care ought to 
be taken that none but qualified perſons ſhould be appointed 
to ſerve ; ; and ſuch ought to be tully . tor cheir 
travel, time and attendance. 

22. The liberty of the preſs is efential to the geit of 
freedom 1 in a ſtate; it ought therefore to be inviolably pre- 
ſerved. 

23. Re troſpective laws are highly injurious, oppreſſive and 
unjuſt. No ſuch laws therefore ſhould be made „either for the 
deciſion of civil canies, or the puniſhment of offences. 

24. A well regulated militia is the proper, natural, and 
ſure defence of A itate 2 

25. Standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be raiſed or Kept up without the conſent of the legiſ- 
lature. 

26. In all caſes, andatall times, the military ought tobe 
under ſtrict ſubordination to, and governed by the civil power. 

27. No ſoldier in time of peace ſhall be quartered in any 
houſe without the conſent of the ewner ; and in time of war 
ſuch quarters ought not to ve made but by the civil magiſ- 
crate, ia a manner ordained by the legiſlature. ; 

28. No ſabſidy, charge, tax, impoſt or duty ſhall be eſta - 
blithed, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext whatſoever, 
without the conſent of the people or their repreſentatives in 


che legiſlature, or authority derived from that body. 


29. The power of ſuſpending the laws, or the execution 
of them, ought never to be exerciſed but by the legiſlature, 
or by authority derived therefrom, to be exerciſed in 
ſuch particular caſes _—_ as the * all e 
provide tbr, 

36. 


Wet. », ba. 
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\ 30. The freedom of deliberation, ſpeech 404 debate, im 
either houſe of the legiſlature, is fo eſſential to the rights of 


the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any action, | 


eomplamt, or proſecution, in any other court or place what- 
ſoever. | nk amy. 4, 

31. The legiſlature ought frequently to aſſemble for the 
redreſs of grievances, for correCting, ſtrengthening and 
confirming the laws, and for making new ones, as the com- 
mon good may require. | 5 


- 


32. The people have a right, 1 an orderly and peaceable 
manner, to aſſemble and conſult ppon the common good, 


give inſtructions to their repreſentatives; and to requeſt of 


the legiſlative body, by way of petition er remonſtrance, 
redreſs of the wrongs done them, and of the grievances 
— 8 3 | 
33.- No magiſtrate or court of law ſhall demand exceflive 
bail or ſureties, impoſe exceſſive fines, or inflict cruel or un- 
uſual puniſhments. -, _ | 5 | 
34. No perſon can in any caſe be ſubjected to law-marti- 
al, or to any pains or penalties by virtue of that law, ex-, 
cept thoſe employed in the army or navy, and except the 
me in aus ſervice, but by authority of the legiſ- 
ature. i if oi t4,- 3 . 
35. It is eſſential to the preſervation of the rights of every 
individual, his life, liberty, property and character, that 
there be an impartzal interpretation of the laws, and ad- 


miniſtration of juſtice.; It is the right of every citizen to 
de tried by judges as impartial as the lot of humanity will. 


admit. It is therefore not only the beſt policy but for the. 
ſecurity of the rights of the people, that the judges of the 
fupreme (or ſuperior) judicial court ſhould hold their offices 


ſo long as they behave well; and that they ſhould have ho- 


norable ſalaries, aſcertained and eſtabliſhed by ſtanding 
haws. : 


36. Oeconomy being a moſt eſſential virtne in all hates." 


eſpecially in a young one; no penſion ſhall be granted, but 
in conſideration of actual ſervices, and ſuch penſions ought. 
to be granted with great caution, by the legiſlature, and 
never for more than one year at a time. ; 8 

37. In the government of this ſtate, the three eſſential 


powers thereof, to bit, the legiſlative, executive and judi- 


dial ought to be kept as ſeparate from and independent A 
| ea 
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Lach other, as the nature of a free government will admit; 
or as is conſiſtent with that chain of connexion that binds the 
whole fabric of the conſtitution in one indiſſoluble bond of 
unity and amity. ... : „ 5 
38. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles 
of the conſtitution, and a conſtant adherence to juſtice, mo- 
deration, temperance, induſtry, frugality, and all the ſocial 
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virtues, are indiſpenſably neceſſary to preſerve the bleſ- 
fings of liberty and good government ; the people ought 


therefore, to have a particular regard to all thoſe princi- 
ples in the choice of their officers and repreſentatives : And 


they have a right to require of their law-givers and magiſ- 


trates, an exact and conſtant obſervance of them in the for- 
mation and execution of the laws neceſſary for the good 
adminiſtration of government. | Fn es 


P A R T I 
The F ORM of G OE R VME VN. 


HE people inhabiting the territory formerly called the 

the province of New-Hampſhire, do hereby ſolemnly 
and mutually agree with each other, to form themſelves in- 
to a free, ſovereign, and independent body-politic or ſtate, 
by the name of the State of Neau-Hampſpire. 


TRE GENERAL COURT. 

The ſupreme legiſlative power within this ſtate ſhall be 
veſted in the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, each of 
which ſhall have a negative on the other. | 
- Fheſenate and houſe ſhall aſſemble every year on the firſt 
Wedneſday of June, and at ſuch other times as they may judge 
neceſſary ; and ſhall diſſolve, and be diſſolved, ſeven days 
next preceding the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June ; and ſhall 
be ſtiled, The General Court of New-Hampſhire. _ 
The general court ſhall forever have full power and au- 
thority to erect and conſtitute judicatories and courts of re- 
cord, or other courts, to be holden in the name of the ftate,. 
for the hearing, trying, and determining all manner of 
crunes, offences, pleas, proceſſes, plaints, actions, cauſes, 


matters, and things whatloever, ariſing, or happening with- 
in this Kate, er between or _— perſons inhabiting, = 


* 


wi, 5 24.7 * * . 
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or reſiding, or brought within the ſame, whether the fame 


%. 


be criminal or civil, or whether the crimes be capital, or 
not capital, and whether the ſaid pleas be real, perſonal, or 
mixed; aad for the awarding and iſſuing execution there- 
on. To which courts a ad judicatories are hereby given and 


graated fall te} = rang a from time to time to ad- 


miuiſter oaths or affirmations, for the better diſcovery of 
truth in any matter in controverſy, or depending before 
HEE 8 . | 

And farther, full power and authority are hereby given 
and granted to the ſaid general court, from time to time, to 


make, ordain, and eſtabliſh, all manner of wholeſome and 


reaſonahle orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, directions and 
inſtructions, either with penalties or without; ſo as tlie ſame 


may be not repugnant, or contrary to this conſtitution, as they 
may judge for the benefit and welfare of this ſtate, and for 
the governing and ordering thereof, and of the ſubjects of 


the ſame; for the neceſſary. ſupport aad defence of the go- 
verament thereof; and to name and ſettle annually, or 


provide by fixed laws, for the naming and ſettling all civil 


officers within this ſtate ; ſuch officers excepted, the election 
and appointment of whom, are hereafter in this form of go- 
vernment otherwiſe provided for; and to ſet forth the ſeve- 


ral duties, powers and limits, of the ſeveral civil and mili- 
tary officers of this ſtate, and the forms of ſuch oaths or 
. aftirmations, as ſhall be reſpectively adminiſtered unto them 


for the execution of their ſeveral offices and places, ſo as the 


| ſame be not repugnant or contrary to this conſtitution ; and 


alio to impoſe fines, mulcts, impriſonments, and other pu- 
n chments; and to impoſe and levy proportional and rea- 


ſonable aſſeſſinents, rates and taxes, upon all the inhabitants 
of, and reſidents within the ſaid ſtate; and upon all eſtates 
within the ſame; to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by warrant. 
under the hand of the Preſident of this ſtate for the time 
being, with the advice and conſent of the council, for the 
public ſervice, in. the neceſſary defence and ſupport of the 

, and the protection and preſervati- 
according to ſuch acts as are, or 


on of the ſubjects thereof, 
ſhall be in force within the ſame. 


overnment of this fare, 


And while the public charges of government or any part 
ils and eſtates in the manner 


Ka ſhall be aſſeſſed on 


af has heretofore been practiſed ; in erder that fuch 
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&fments nad be made with equality, there ſhall be.a valu- 
ation of the eftates within the ſtate taken anew onee1n eve» 
Ty five years at leaſt, and. as mach oftener 3 as the geaeral 
<ourt ſhaltorder. AT oy 


5 


22 


% 


SB N. A 17 E. 
There mall be annually elected by che freeholders ind 


Other 11hab1i:ants of this ſtate, qualified as in this confticuti- 


on is provided, twelve perſons to ve ſenators for the year e 
ſuing their election; to be chote n in and by the inhabitants of 
the diſtricts into which this ſtate may from time to time be 
divided by the general court, for that purpoſe : And the gene- 
Tai court in aſſigning the aumHer to be elected y the reſpec- 
tive din ict, ſhill zovern he aſclves by tie proportion of 
public taxes paid by t the ſaid di r cts, and timely make kn wh 
to the inhabitants of tae ſtare, tae limits of each diſtrict and 
the number of ſenators to be elected therein; provided the 
number of ſuch di Ricks ſhall never be more than ten, nor 
leis than five. 5 

Aad the owed counties in this . ſhall anal the gene- 
ra! court ſhalt order otherwiſe, be diſtricts for the election of 
ſenators, and ſhall eleT che folloving 11mbver, viz. 

Rockingham, five.—S:rafford, two. Uisborough, o. — 
Chehire, two. tasten, one. 

Tue ſenate hall be the firſt We of the 8 : 
And the ſenators ſhall be "choſen in the following ma- 
ner, viz. Every male inhabitant of each town and pariſh 
with town privileges in the ſeveral counties in this ſtate, of 
tweaty one years of age & upwards, paying for himſelf a poll 
tax, ſhall have a right at the aanual or other meetings of 
the inhabitants of ſaid towns and pariſhes, to be du: 


warned and holden annually forever in the month of March; 


to vote in the town or parih whereia he dwells, for the ie- 
nators in the county or diſtrict whereof he is a member. 
And every perſon qualified as the conſtitution provides, 
ſhall be conſidered an inhabitant for the purpoie of electing 
and being elected into aay office or place within this ſtate, 
in that tow 1, parikk and plantation where he dwelieth and 
hath his home. 
The ſelectiaen of the ſeveral towns and b aforeſaid, 
Wall _—_ the c choice of ſenators ; preſide at ſuch meetings 
| Uppartialyy 
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impartially, and ſhall receive the votes of all the inhabitants 


of ſuch towns aad pariſhes preſent and qualified to vote for 
ſenators, and ſhall fort and count the ſame in the meeting, 


and in preſence of the town-clerk, who ſhall make a fair re- 
cord in preſence of the ſelectmen, and in open meeting, of 
the name of every perſon voted for, and the number of votes 
againſt his name; and a fair copy of this record ſhall be 
atteſted by the ſelectmen and town-clerk, and ſhall be ſeal- 
ed up and directed to the ſecretary of the ſtate, with a ſu- 
ogy es expreſſing the purport thereof, and delivered 
by ſaid clerk to the ſheriff of the county in which ſuch 
town or parich lies, thirty days atleaſt, before the firſt Wed- 
neſday of June; and the ſheriff of each county, or his de- 
puty, ſhall deliver all ſuch certificates by him received, into 
the ſecretary's office, ſeventeen days at leaſt, before the firſt 
JJ od Tr aa Labs 
And the inhabitants of plantations and places unincorpo- 
rated, qualified as this conſtitution provides, who are or 
ſhall be required to aſſeſs taxes upon themſelves towards the 
ſupport of government, or ſhall be taxed therefor, ſhall have 
the ſame privilege of voting for ſenators in the plantations 
and places wherein they reſide, as the inhabitants of the re- 
ſpective towns and pariſhes aforeſaid have. And the meet- 
ings of ſuch plantations and places for that purpoſe, fhall be 
holden annually in the month of March, at ſuch places re- 
ſpectively therein, as the aſſeſſors thereof ſhall direct; which 
aſſeſſors ſhall have like authority for notifying the electors, 
collecting and returning the votes, as the ſelectmen and 
'town-clerks have in their ſeveral towns by this conſtitu- 
„ | „ 5 
And, that there may be a due meeting of ſenators on the 
firſt Wedneſday of June annually, the Preſident and three 
of the council for the time being, ſhall as ſoon as may, ex- 


amine the returned copies of ſuch records; and fourteen | 


days before the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June, he ſhall iſſue 
his ſummons to ſuch perſons as appear to be choſen ſenators 


by a majority of votes, to attend and take their ſeats on that 
day : Provided nevertheleſs, that for the farſt yur the ſaid 


returned copies ſhall be examined by the Preſident and five 
of the council of the former conſtitution of vernment ; 
and the ſaid Preſident ſhall in like manner notify the perſons 


FleRted, to attend and take their ſeats accordingly. 
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The ſenate ſhall be final judges of the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of their own members, as pointed out in 
this conſtitution, and ſhall on the ſaid firſt Wedneidzy of 

une annually, determine and declare, who are elected by 
each diſtrict to be ſenators by a majority of votes: And in 
caſe there ſhall not appear to be the full number returned 
elected by a majority of votes for any diſtrict, the deficiency 
{hall be ſupplied in the following manner, viz. The mem- 
bers of the houſe of repreſentatives, and ſuch ſenators as ſhall 
be declared elected, ſhall take the names of ſuch perſons as 
ſhall be found to nave the higheſt number of votes in each 
diſtri, and not elected, amounting to twice the number of 


Z ſenators wanting, if there be ſo many voted for; and out of 


theſe ſhall ele& by joint ballot the number of ſenators want- 
ed for ſuch diſtrict: And in this manner all ſuch vacancies 
ſhall be filled up in every diſtrict of the ſtate, and in like 
manner all vacancies in the ſenate, ariſing by death, remov- 
al out of the ſtate, or otherwiſe, ſhall be ſupplied as ſoon as 
may be after ſuch vacancies happen. 


Is © Provided nevertheleſs, That no perſon ſhall be capable of 


being elected a ſenator, who is not of the Proteſtant reli- 
gion, and ſeized of a freehold eſtate in his own right of the 
value of ebe hundred pouuds, lying within this ſtate, who is 
hot of the age of thirty years, and who {hall not have been 
an inhabitant of this ſtate for ſeven years immediately pre- 
ceding his election; and at the time thereof he ſhall be an 
inhabitant of the diſtrict for which he ſhall be choſen. 
Ihe ſenate ſhall have power to adjourn themſelves, pro- 
vided ſuch adjournment do not exceed two days at a time. 
The ſenate ſhall appoint their own officers, & determine 
their own rules of proceedings. And not leſs than ſeven mem- 
bers of the ſenate ſhall make a quorum for doing buſineſs; 
and when leſs than eight ſenators ſhall be preſent, the aſſent 
of five at leaſt ſhall be neceſſary to render their acts and 
procezdings valid, | 
+ The ſenate ſhall be a court with full power and authority 
to hear and determine all impeachments made by the houſe 
of repreſentatives, againſt any officer or officers of the 
ſtate, for miſconduct or mal-adminiſtration in their offices. 
But previous to the trial of any ſuch impeachment, the 
members of the ſenate ſhall reſpectively be ſworn, trul 
and impartially to try and determine the charge in queſ- 
tion 


niſhment, according to the laws of the land 


\ 
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tion according to evidence. Their judgment, howeyer, 
ſhall not extend farther than removal from office, diſgdli. 
fication to hold or enjoy any place of honor, truſt or profit 
under this ſtate ; + but the party fo convicted, ſhall never- 
theleſs be liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and pu- 


HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES. 


There ſhall be in the legiſlature of this ſtate a repre- 
ſentation of the people annually elected and founded upon 
principles of equality: And in order that ſuch repretenta® 
tion may be as equal as circumſtances will admit, every 
town, pariſh, or place entitled to town privileges, having 
one hundred & fifty rateable male polls, of twenty-one years 
of age, and upwards may elect one repreſentative ; if tour 
hundred and fifty rateable polls, may ele& two repreſenta: 
tives; and fo proceeding in that proportion, making three 
hundred ſuch rateable polls the mean increaſing number, 


for every additional repreſentative. - 


Such towns, . pariſhes or places, as have leſs than one 
hundred and fitty rateable polls, ſhall be claſſed by the 
general aſſembly for the purpoſe of chuſing a repreſenta« 
tive, and ſeaſonably notified thereof. And in every claſs 
formed for the above-mentioned purpoſe, the firſt annual 
meeting ſhall be held in the town, pariſh, or place where. 
in molt of the rateable polls reſide ; and afterwards in that 
which has the next higheſt number, and fo on annually by 
rotation, through the ſeveral towns, pariſhes or places, 
forming the diſtrict. | | 3 

Whenever any town, pariſh or place, intitled to town pri- 


: vileges as aforeſaid, ' ſhall not have one hundred and fifty 


rateable polls, and be ſo ſituated as to render the claſſing 
thereof with any other town, pariſh, or place very incon- 
venient, the general aſſembly may upon application of a 
majority of the voters in ſuch town, pariſh or place, iſſue 
a writ for their electing and ſending a repreſentative to the 
general court. | 1 5 

The members of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be 
choſen annually in the month of March, and ſhall be the 
ſecond branch of the legiſlature. All perſons qualified to 
vote in the election of ſenators ſtall be entitled to vote with- 
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in the town, diſtrict, pariſh or place, where they dwell, in 
che choice of repreſentatives. Every member of the 
houſe of repretentatives ſha'l be choſen by ballot; and 
for two years at leaſt next preceding his election, ſhall have 
been an inhabitant of this ſtate, ſhall have an eſtate with- 
in the town, pariſh or place, which he may be choſen to- 
repreſeat, of the value of one hundred pounds, one half of 
wich to be a freenold, whereof he is ſeized in his own: 
righ: ; ſhall be at the time of his election, an inhabitant! 
of che town, pariſh or place, he may be choſen to repreſent ;. 
ſhall be of the Proteitant religion, and ſhall ceaſe to repre- 
feat ſuch rowa, pariſh or place, immediately on his ceaſing 
to be qualified as aforeſaid. 

The travel of each repreſentative to the general aſſebmly. 


and returning home, once in every ſeſſion, and no more, 
mall be at the expence of the ſtate, and the wages for his 


attendaace, at the expence of the town, pariſh or places, 


he repreſents ; ſuch members attending ſeaſonably, and not 
departing without licence. 
the louſe of repreſentatives, may be filled up from time to 
me, in the ſame manner as annual elections are made. 

The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the grand inqueſt of 
che ſtate, and all impeachments made by them, ſhall be 
heard and tried by the ſenate. | | 


All intermediate vacancies in 


All money bills thall originate in the houſe of repreſenta- 


3 fives, but the ſenate may propoſe or concur with amend- 


ments as on other bills. | 


The houle of repreſentatives ſhall have power to ajourn 


®Z themſelves, but no longer than two days at a time. 


A majority of the members of the houſe of repre:tenta- 


'F tatives ſhall be a quorum for doing buſineſs: but when leſs 
than two thirds of the repreſentatives elected thall be pre- 
2 fent, the aſſent of two thirds of thoſe members ſhall be 
2 neceſſary to render their acts and proceedings valid. 


No member of the houſe of repreſentatives or ſenate, 
ſhall be arreſted, or held to bail on mean proceſs, during 
his going to, returning from, or attendance upon the court. 

The houje of repreſentatives ſhall chuſe their own ſpeak. 
er, appoint their own officers and ſettle the rules of proceed- 
ings in their own houſe. They ſhall have authority to 
puniſh by impriſonment, every perſon who ſhall be guilty 
ef diſreſpec to the houſe in its preſence, by any An : 

' an 
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and contemptuous behaviour, or by threatening or ill treat- 


ing any = q members; or by obſtructing its deliberations ; 
every pe uilty of a breach of Its privileges in making 
arreſts for debt, or by aſſaulting any member during his 
attendance at any ſeffion ; in aſſaulting or diſturbing any 
one of its officers in the execution of any order or proce- 


dure of the houſe; in aſſaulting any witneſs or other perſon, 
ordered to attend by and during his attendance of the houſe, | 


or in reſcuing any perioh arreſted by order of the houſe, 
knowing them to be ſuch. The ſenate, Preſident and 
council, ſhall have the ſame powers in like caſes ; provided 
that no impriſonment by either, for any offence, exceed 


ten days. 


The journals of the prbceedings of both houſes of the 
neral court, ſhall be printed and publiſhed, immediate- 
Iy after every adjournment, or prorogation; and upon 
motion made by any one member, the yeas and nays upon 


any queſtion, ſhall be taken and entered in the jour- 
nals. 15 


EXECUTIVE POWER. 


oe PRESIDENT. | 5 
There ſhall be a ſupreme executive magiſtrate, who 
ſhall be ſtiled, the Preſident of the ſtate of New-Hamp- 
ſhire ; and whoſe title ſhall be his Excellency. 

The Preſident ſhall be choſen annually; and no perſon 


8 


mall be eligible to this office, unleſs at the time of his elec- ? 
tion, he ſhall have been an inhabitant of this ſtate for ſe- 
ven years next preceding; and unleſs he ſhall be of the 
age of thirty years; and unleſs he ſhall, at the ſame time, 


have an eſtate of the value of five hundred pounds, one 
half of which ſhall conſiſt of a freehold, in his own right, 
within the ſtate ; and unleſs he ſhall be of the proteſtant 3 


teligion. 


Thoſe perſons qualified to vote for ſenators and repre- 1 
fentatives, ſhall within the ſeveral towns, pariſhes or places, 


where they dwell, at a meeting to be called for that pur- 
poſe, ſome day in the month of March annually, give in 
their votes for a Preſident <4 the ſelectmen, who ſhall pre- 


e clerk, in the preſence and with 


the aſſiſtance of the ſelectmen, ſhall in open meeting ſort | 


and count the votes, and form a lift of the perſons voted, | 
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for; with the number of votes for each perſon againſt his 
name, and ſhall make a fair record of the ſame in the town 
books, and a public declaration thereof in the ſaid meet- 
ing; and ſhall in the preſence of the ſaid inhabitants, ſeal 
up a copy of ſaid liſt atteſted by him and the ſelectmen, and 


| tranſmit the ſame to the ſheriff of the county, thirty days 


at leaſt before the ſirſt Wedneſday of June, and ſhall cauſe 
returns of the ſame to be made to the office of the ſecretary | 
of the ſtate, ſeventeen days at leaſt, before ſaid day, wa 


ſhall lay the ſame before the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta- * _ 


tives on the firſt Wedneſday of June, to be by them exami- | 
ned: and incaſe of an election by a majority of yotes through 
the ſtate, the choice ſhall be by them declared, and pub- 
liſhed ; but if no perſon ſhall have a majority of votes, the 


per ſons who had the higheſt ' number of votes, if ſo many 
{hall have been voted for; but if otherwiſe, out of the num- 


ſons fo elected, on which the ſenate ſhall proceed by ballot 


Þ to elect one of them who ſhall be declared Preſident. 


The Preſident of the ſtate ſhall preſide in the Senate 


' ., 7 fhall have a vote equal with any other member; and ſhall | 
Who PEPE 
amp- 


alſo have a caſting vote in caſe of a tie. 
The preſident - with advice of council, ſhall have full po- 
wer and authority in the receſs of the general- court, to pro- a 
rogue the ſame from time to time, not exceeding ninety - _ 
days in any one receſs of ſaid court, and during ſeſſion of ſaid 
court to adjourn or prorogue it to any time the two houſes 
may deſire, and to call it together ſooner than the time to 
which it may be adjourned, or prorogued, if the welfare of 


In caſes of diſagreement between the two houſes, with. 
Prefident with advice of council, ſhall have a right to adjourri 


at any one time, as he may determine the publ'c g 
may require. And he ſhall diſſolve the ſame ſeven days be- 
fore the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June. And in caſe of any 
infectious diſtemper prevailing in the place where the ſaid - 
court at any time is to convene, or any other cauſe wheres 
by dangers may ariſe to the healths or lives of the mem=z 
bers from their attendance, the Preſident may fred he 
"IM 2 felis 
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ſeſſion to be holden at ſome other the moſt convenient place” 
- within the ſtate. , 

The Pre ſident of this ſtate for the time being, ſhall be Com- 
mander in Chief of the army and avy, and all the military 
forces of the ſtate, by ſea and land; and ſhall have full pow- 
er by himſelf, or by any Chief Commander, or other of- 
ficer, or officers, from timè to time, to train, inſtruct, ex- 
erciſe and govern the militia and navy; and for the ſpe= | 
cial defence and ſafety of this ſtate, to aſſemble in martial 
array, and put in warlike poſtur?, the inhabitants thereof, 
and to lead and conduct them, and with them to encounter. 
expulſe, repel, reſiſt, and purſue by force of arms as well by- 
ſea as by land, within and without the limits of this ſtate; 
and alſo to kill, ſlay, deſtroy, if neceſſary, and conguer by 
all fitting ways, enterprize and means, all and every ſuck“ 
perſon or perſons, as ſhall, ac ny time hereafter; in a hoſ- 
tele manner, attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, 
detriment, or annoyance of this ſtate; and to uſe and ex- 
erciſed over the army and navy, and over the militia in ac- 
tual ſervice; the law - martial in time of war, invaſion, and 
alſo in rebellion, declared-by the legiflature to exiſt, as 
eccaſion ſhall neceſſarily require: And ſurprize by afl ways“ 
and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, + 
with their ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other goods as ſhall? 
in a hoſtile manner invade or attempt the invading, conquer 
ing, or annoying this ſtate: And in fine, the Prefident here- 

is entruſted with all other powers incident to the office 
of Captain- General and Commander in Chief, and admi- 
rab to be exerciſed agreeably to thetules and regulations off 5. 
the conſtitution, and the laws of the land: - provided that t nge 
Preſident ſhall not at any time hereafter, * virtue of ax 
power by this conſtitution granted, or hereafter to be gra- 


ted to him by the legiſlature, tranſport any of the inhabi- 2344 
tants of this ſtate or oblige them to march out of the limits? for 
of the ſame, without their free and voluntary conſent, or th fo 
conſent of the general court, nor grant commiſſions for e- And 
erciſing the law-martial, in any caſe, without the advice. 1 
and conſent of the council. | 1 f 

The power of pardoning offences, except as ſuch perſons. |} coi 
may be ane vþ of before theſenate by impeachment of the- 1. 
Houſe, hall be in the Preſident by and with the advice of the | J 


otacik; Beens charter of pardon granted Fr * 


: ; ; * | # =» * | 5 
| E | 5 
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wich advice of council, betore conviction, ſhall avail t. 
party pleading the ſame, notwithſtanding any general 0 
particular expreſſions concained therein, deſcriptive of the 
offence or offences intended to be pardoned. = ; 
judicial officers, the attorney general, ſolicitor genes 
ral, ali ſeriffs, coroaers, regiſters of probate, and all oihcers 
of the navy, and general and field officers ot the * 
ſhall be iominatçd and appointed by the Preſident ant 
council; and every ſuch nomination ſhall be made at leaſt 
ſeven days prior to ſuch appointment, and no appointment 
hal cake place, ualeſs three of the council agree thereto 
Tue captains & iubilterns in the reſpective regiments ſha, 
be 191mnated and recommended by the field officers to tae 
Preſident, who is to iſſae their commiſſions immediately on 
receipt of ſuch recommenda tic. 
No vitizer, duly commilio1cd to command in the militia, 
#hai he removed from ais olñce but by the addreſs or 50:4 
Son es to the Preſident, or by fair trial in court-martial, 
perſuant to the laws of the ſtate for the time being. 
Die commanding officers of the regiments ſhalt appoint 
their adjutants aad quartermaſters ; the brigadiers their 
"brigade majors; the major-generals their aids; the cap- 
202125 and iubalterns their nqa-conamitſioned officers. 7 
© The Prefileat and council, thall appoint all officers of 
the continental army, waom by the confederation of the 
.uniced ftates it is provided that this itate ſhall appoint, as 
-ali> all om̃ ers of forts and garriſons. * 
Te diviſion of the militia into brigades, regiments and 
companies, made in purſuance of the militia Jas now in 
force, ſhall be conſidered as the proper diviſion of the mĩ- 
litia of chis ſtate, until the ſame ſhall be altered by ſome fu- 
Sure law. | ; | 
No monies ſhall be iſſued out of the treaſury of this ſtate, 
And diſpoſed of (except faca ſums as may be appropriated 
for the redemption of bilis of credit or treaſurers notes, or 
for the payment of intereſtarifiag thereon) but by. warrant 
under the hand'of the Preſident tor the time being, by and 
With the advice and conſent of the council, for the neceilze 
xy ſapport and defence of this ſtate, and for the neceſſary 
„Protection and preſervation of the inhabitants thereof, agrege. 
Os 3 A@vlyto the acts and reſolves of the general court. 


All public boacds, the commiilucy-general, all ſuperin- 
i tending 


elenden f New Mien ird 


ſeſſion to be holden at ſome other the moſt convenient p ace 


within the ſtate. 
The Pre ſident of this ſtate for the time y__ ſhall be Com- 
mander in Chief of the army and avy, and all the military 


| Forces of the ſtate, by ſea and land; and ſhall have full pow- 


er by himſelf, or by any Chief Commander, or other of- 
ficet, or officers, from timè to time, to train, inſtruct, ex- 
erciſe and govern the militia and navy; and for the ſpe - 
cial defence and ſafety of this ſtate, to aſſemble in martial 
array, and put in warlike poſtur?, the inhabitants thereof, 
and to lead and conduct them, and with them to encounter, 
expulſe, repel, reſiſt, and purfue by force of arms as well by- 
ſez as by land, within and without the limits of this ſtate; 
and alſo to kill, ſlay, deſtroy, if neceſſary, and conquer by 
all fitting ways, enterprize and mtans, all and every ſuck“ 
perſon or perſons, as ſhall, ac Any time hereafter, in a hoſ- 
tile manner, attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, + 
detriment, or annoyance of this ſtate; and to uſe and ex- 
erciſed over the army and navy, and over the militia in ac- 
tuzl ſervice; the law- martial in time of war, invaſion, and 
alſo in rebellion, declared-by the legiflature to exift, as 
eccaſion ſhall neceſſarily require: And ſurprize by afl ways“ 
and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, 
with their ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other goods as ſhall? 
in a hoſtile manner invade or attempt the invading, conquer 
ing, or annoying this ſtate: And in fine, the Preſident here- 
1 is entruſted with all other powers incident to the office 
of Captain- General and Commander in Chief, and admi- 
rah to be exerciſed agreeably to thetules and regulations of 
the conſtitution, and the laws of the land: provided that the 
Preſident ſhall not at any time hereafter, by virtue of any 
power by this conſtitution granted, orthereafter'to be grar » 
ted to him by the legiſlature, tranſport any of the inhabi- - 
tants of this ſtate or oblige them to march out of the limits: 


of the ſame, without their free and voluntary conſent, or th 


conſent of the general court, nor grant commiſſions for ex- 

erciſing the law-martial, in any caſe, without the advice: 

and conſent of the council. EEO | | 
The power of pardoning effences, except as ſuch perſons. 


may be convicted of before theſenate by impeachment of the: 


* | 


Iguſe, Hall be in the Preſident by and with the advice of the 


ootacib; Burns charter of pardon granted by'the . ; F 


| f 9 
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ich advice of council, before conviction, ſhall avail t 
party pleading the ſame, notwithſtanding any general 
particular expreſſions concained therein, deſcriptive ot the 
"offence or offences intended to be pardoned. oo . 

All judicial officers, the attorney general, ſolicitor gents 
ral, ali ſheriffs, coroaers, regiiters of probate, and all oiticers 
of the navy, and general and field officers ot the 2 
"ſhall be wminatcy and appointed by the Preſident an 
council; and every ſuch nomination ſhall be made at leaſt 
ſeven days prior to ſuch appointment, and no appointment 
mal cake place, ualeſs three of the council agree thereto 
"Tac captains & iub lterus in the reſpective regiments ſha\ 
tbe »91mnated and recommended by the field officers to tae 
Prelident, who is to iſſae their commiſſions immediately on 
receipt of ſuch recommendation. . 
Jo oltizer, duly commiilioned to.command in the militia, 
ha be removed from ais oiace but by the addreſs of 50ta 


Shou es to the Preſident, or by fair trial in court-martial, 
© -parſrant to the laws of the ſtate for the time being. - 

Die commanling officers of tae reginents ſhall appoint 
** -their adjutants aad quartermatters ; the brigadiers their 


brigade majors ; the major-generals their aids; the cap- 

$241.45 and iubalterns their nqa-co;nmitlioaed officers. | 
Tae Preſi dent and council, ſhall appoint all officers of 

the continental army, wiom by the confederation of the 

united ſtates it is provided that this ſtate ſhall appoint, as 

-alio all omi ers of forts and garriſons. 

Tue diviſion of the militia into brigades, regiments and 


- companies, made in purſuance of the militia jaws now in 


force, ſhall be conſidered as the proper diviſion of the mĩ- 
litia of this ſtate, until the ſame ſhall be altered by ſome fu- 
Sure law. _ f 


No monies ſhall be iſſued out of the treaſury of this ſtate, 
And diſpoſed of (except ſaca ſums as may be appropriated 
for the redemption of bills of credit or treaſurers notes, or 
for the pay ment of intereſt aritiag thereon) but by warrant 
under the hand of the Preſident for the time being, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the council, for the neceilae 
ry ſapport and defence of this ſtate, and for the neceſſary 
Protection and preſervation of the inhabitants thereof, agree 
ably to the acts and reſolves of the general court. 


All public boards, the. commilacy-general, all ſuperin- 
| 2 tending 
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tending oflicers of public magazines and ſtores, belonging 
to this ſtate, and all commanding officers of forts and garri- 


ſons within the ſame, ſhall once in every three months, offici- 


ally, and without requiſition, at and other times when requir- 
ed by the Preſident, deliver to him an account of all goods, 


ſtores, proviſions, ammunition, cannon with their appen- 


dages, & ſmall arms with their accoutrements,and of all other 
public property under their care reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing 
the quantity and kind of each, as particularly as maybe; to- 
gether with the condition of {ach forts and garriſons. And 
the commanding officer ſhall exhibit to the Preſident, when 


required by him, true and exact plans of ſuch forts, and of the 


land and ſea or harbour or harbours adjacent. 

The Preſident and council ſhall be compenſated for their 
ſervices from time to time by ſuch grants as the general court 
ſhall think reaſonable. FFF | 
Permanent and honorable ſalaries ſhail be eſtabliſhed by 
law for the juſtices of the ſupetior court. ag pe 
Whenever the chair of the Preſident ſhall be vacant, by 
reaſon of his death, abſence from the ſtate, or otherwiſe, the 
ſenior ſenator for the time being ſhall, during ſuch vacancy, 
have and exerciſe all the powers and authorities which by 
this conſtitution the Preſident 1s yeſted with when perſon- 
ally preſent. 


* e OV N e 11. 


, 
* Annually on the firſt meeting of the general court, twg 
members of the ſenate and three from the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives ſhall be choſen by joint ballot of both houſes as 
a council, for adviſing the Preſident in the executive part 
of government, whom the Preſident for the time being, 


mall have full power and authority to convene from time to 


time, at his diſcretion, and the Prefident with the counſel- 
Jors, or three of them at leaft, ſhall and may from time to 
time hold and keep a council, for ordering and directing the 
affairs of the ſtate, according to the laws of the land. 

The qualifications for counſellors ſhall be the ſame as thoſe 
required for ſenators. The members of the council ſhall 
not intermeddle with the making or trying impeachments, 
Þut ſhall themſelves be impeachable by the houſe and triable 
by the ſenate for mal- conduct. 
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Ihe reſolutions and advice of the council ſhall be record- 
ed in aregiſter,and ſigned by the members preſent, and this 
record may be called for at any time by either houſe of the 
legiſlature, and any member of the council may enter his 
opinion contrary to the reſolution of the majority. ö 
And whereas the elections appointed to be made by this 


Conſtitution on the firſt Wedneſd ay of June annually, by the 


two houſes of the legiſlature, may not He completed on that 


day, the ſaid elections may be adjourned from day to day 
And the order of the 


elections ſnail be as foilows, the vacancies in the ſeaate, 


$ if any, ſhall be firſt filled up ; the Preſident ſhall then be 
elected, provided there ſhould be no choice of him by the 


1 people: And afterwards the two houſes ſhall proceed to 
the election of the council, | | 
RSECRETARY, TREASURER, COMMISSARY-GE-. 

NERAL, &c. , 


7 Theſecretary, treaſurer and commiſſary-general, ſhall be 

cchoſen by joint ballot of the fe: and repreſentatives aſ- 
ſembled in one room. 5 

The records of the ſtate ſhall be kept in the office of the 
ſecretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whoſe con- 
duct he ſhall be aniwerable, and he ſhall attend the Preſi- 
dent and council, the ſenate and repreſentatives, in perſon, 
or by deputy, as they may require. | 


COUNTY TREASURER, &: 
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The county-treaſurer and regiſters of deeds ſhall be 
elected by the inhabitants of the ſeveral towns, in the ſeve- 
ral counties in the ſtate, according to the method now prac- 
2 tied, and the preſent laws of the ſtate: And before they 


JUDICIARY POWER. 


The tenure, that all commiſſion officers ſhall have by _ 
'The 


* VNoniiurian of Ner- Hampbftv. 


In their offices, ſhall be expreſſed in their reſpective on- 
miſſions. All judieial officers, duly appointed, ecmmiſi.on- 
ed and ſworn, ſhall hold their offices during good behaviour, 


_ excepting thoſe concerning whom there is a different provi- 


ſion made in this conſtitution : Provided newverthileys, the 


Preſulent with conſent of council, may remove them 


upon the addreſs of both houſes of the legiſla ure. ; 
Each branch of the legiſlature, as well as the Prefident 
a id council, ſhall have authority te require the opinious af 
t ie juſtices of the ſuperior court upon important queitions of 
law, and upon ſolemn occaſions. 3 . 

In order that the people may not ſuffer from the long con- 


tinuance in place of any juſtice of the-peace, who thall fail 


in diſcharging the important duties of hi: office with abilitz 
and fidelity, all commiſſions of juſtices of the peace ſha 
become void, at the expiratiom of five years from their re- 
ſpective dates, and upon the expiratien of any commitition, 
the ſame may, if neceſſary, be renewed, or another perſon 
— as ſhall meſt conduce to the weli-being of the 
Kate, l TOE 1 
The judges of probate of wills, and for granting letters 
of adminiftration, ſhall hold their courts at ſuch place or 
places, on ſuch fixed days, as the-convenience of the peopie 
may require. And the legiſlature ſhall from time to time, 
hereafter appoint ſuch times and places, until which ap- 
pointments, the ſaid courts ſhall be holden at the times and 
Places which the reſpective judges ſhall direct. IG. 
All cauſes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and all ap- 
peals from the reſpective judges of probate, ſhall be heard 
andtried by the ſuperior court, until the legiſlature ſhall, 
by law make other proviſion. | 


"4 


CLERKS or COURTS 


The clerks of the ſuperior court of judicature, inferiop 
courts of common Pleas, and general ſeſſions of the peace, 
Mall be appointed by the reipective courts during pleaſure, 
And to prevent any fraud or unfairneſs in the entries and 


records of ſazd courts, no ſuch clerk ſhall be of counſel in 
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1 
Community, being. eſſential to the preſervation of a free go- 
vernment; and ſpreading the opportunities and advan» 
mges of education through the various parts of the country, 
being highly conducive to promote this end; it ſhall be the: 
daty of the legiſlators and magiſtrates, in all future peri- 
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anf-coart of which he is clerk, nor ſhall he fill any writ in 
aty civil action whatſoever. 

DELEGATES ro CONGRESS. 


The delegates of this ſtate tothe Congreſs of the unlteck 
fates, ſhall ſome time between the firſt Wedneſday of June, 
aad the firſt. Wedneſday of September annually, be elected 


dy che ienate and houſe of repreſentatives in their ſeparate- 


branches; to ſerve in Congreſs for one year, to commence” 

on the firſt Monday in November then next enſaing. They 
ſnall have commiſſions under the hand of the Preſident, and. 
the great ſeal of the ſtate; but may be xecalled at an- 
time within the year, and others choſen. and commiſſioned? 
in tne ſame manner in their ſtead : And they ſhall have the: 
ſame qualifications, in af! reſpects, as by this conſtitution- 


are required for the Preſulent. 


No perſon ſhall be capable of being a delegate to Con- 


1 8 tor more than three years in any term of ſix years; nor” 


Il any perſon being a delegate, be capable of holding, 
any office under the united ſtates, for which he, or any 
ether for his benefit, receives any ſalary, or emolument 
ef any kind. 


ENCOURAGEMENT” of LITERATURE, ge. 
Knowledge and learning, generally diffuſed through à 


ads of this government, to cheriſh the intereſt of literature 
and the ſciences, and all ſeminaries and public ſchools, ta- 
encourage 2 and public inſtitutions, rewards and ws 
munities for the promotion of agriculture, arts, ſciences, 
emmnerce, trades, manufactures and- natural. hiſtory of the 
country; to countenance and inculcate the principles of hu 
manity and general benevolence, public and private cha- 
rity, induſtry and œconomy, honeſty and punQuality, ſincew 
kitx, ſobriety, and all ſocial. affectiona, and generous ſenti“ 
eue, among the people. 2 
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OAT H and fubſcriptions ; excluſion 12 offices ; commiſſions 3 


awrits ; confirmations of laws ; habeas corpus; the euacting 
ſtile ; continuance of efficers 3 previfien fer à future revi- 
fron of the conſtitution, , coe: ", 
Any perſon choſen Preſident, counſellor, ſenator or re- 
freſentative, military or civil officer, (town officers except- 


ed, ) accepting the truſt, ſhall before he proceeds to exe- 


cute the duties of his office; make and 1ubſcribe the fol- 
lowing declaration, viz, | | 

J. A. B. do truly and finterely acknowledge, profeſs, teftify 
aud declare, that the ſtate of New-Hampſhire is, and of right 
ought io be, a free, ſovereign and independent ftate ; and do 


b r that I will bear faith and true allegiance to the ſame, and 


that I will endeavour to defend it againſt all treacherous con- 
fpiracies and hoſtile attempts whatever : And 1 do further teſ- 
tify and declare, that no man or body of men hath cr can have, 
a right to abſolve me from the obligation of this cath declara- 


tion or affirmation ; and that I do make this acknowledgement, 


profeſſion, teſtimony, and declaration, honeſtly and truly, ac- 
cording to the common acceptation of the foregoing words, with- 
out any equivocation, mental evaſiong or ſecret reſervation 
* whatever. * - s 3 

1, A. B. do folemnly and fincerely fwvear and affirm, that T 


duties incumbent on me as 


Conſtitution, and the laws of the ſtate of New-Hampſpire. 


| So help me GOD. } 
Provided always, When any perſon choſen or appointed: i 
as aforeſaid, ſhall be of the denomination called Quakers, * 
or ſhall be ſcrupulous of ſwearing, and ſhall decline taking 
the ſaid oaths, ſuch ſhall take and ſubſcribe them, omitting 


the word ** favear,”* and likewiſe the words“ /o help me 


n penalties of perjury, 


And the oaths or affirmations ſhall be taken and ſub- 
ſcribed by the Prefident before the ſenior ſenator preſent, | 
in the preſence of the two houſes of aſſembly ; and by the 
fenate and repreſentatives firſt elected under this conſtitu- 
tion, before the Preſident and three of the council of the 
former conſtitution, and for ever afterwards, „ ö 

Pre- 


- 


a * 


So help me GOD. ge 


| awill faithfully and impartially diſcharge and perform all the 2 | 
Ds, according to the 
beſt of my abilities, agreeably to the rules and regulations of this . 


repugr 
A utic 


compa 
hall b 


God,” ſubjoining inſtead thereof, This J do under the pains ¶ the pe 


The 


| enjoye 


tous, ; 
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Preſident and council for the time being; and by the res 


ns 5 ſidue of the officers aforeſaid, before ſuch perſons, and in 
ing ſuch manner as from time to time ſhall be preſcribed by the 
I legiſlature. 


All commiſſions ſhall be iri the name of the ſtate of Newe 
Hampſhire, ſigned by the Preſident, and atteſted by the ſe- 
: cretary, or his deputy, and ſhall have the great ſeal of the 
S Wok. SR SLOT do ES 
All writs iſſuing out of the Clerk's office in any of the 
8 courts of law; ſhall be in the name of the ſtate of News 

| Hampſhire ; {hall be under the ſeal of the couft whence they 
iſſue, and bear teſt of the chief, firſt, or ſenior juſtice of 
the court; but when ſuch juſtice ſhall be intereſted, then 
the writ ſnall bear teſt of ſome other juſtice of the court, to 
*Z# which the ſame ſhall Be returndble; and be ſigned by the 

„ ꝙ d ER et 
All indictments, preſentments and informations; ſhall 
conclude againff the peace and dignity of the flate; 

> The eſtates of ſuch perſons as may deſtroy their own liv-*g 
mall not for that offence be forfeited, but deicend or a(&>; d 
vith- in the ſame manner, as if ſuch perſons had died in a n+ 
ation ral way. Nor ſhall any article, which ſhall accidenra 'F 
OD: 7 occafion the death of any perſon; be henceforth deemed 4 
that F deodand, or in any wiſe forfeited on account of ſuch mis- 
„ ro ĩ | 
All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, uſ-& 

and approved, in the province, colony 6r ſtate of New- 
c. K Hamplhire, and uſually practiſed on in the courts ef law, 
30D. i ſhall remain and be in full force, until altered and repealed 
ointed: by the legiſlature ; ſuch parts theredf only excepted, as are 
akers, WY repugnant to the rights and liberties contained in this cons 
taking WM £©ution : Provided that nothing herein contained, when 
1:ting WM compared with the twenty third article in the bill of rights, 
lp me I} thall be conſtrued to affect the laws already made reſpecting 
e pains ¶ the perſons, or eſtates of abſentees. 

7 The privelege and benefit of the habeas-corpus, ſhall be 
d ſub- enjoyed in this ſtate, in the moſt free; eaſy, cheap, expedi- 
reſent, ¶ tious; and ample manter, & ſhall not be ſuſpended by the les 
by the 1 except upon the moſt ur ent and preſſing occa- 
onſtitu- Aons, and for a time not exceeding three months. 3 
| of 6 Ju enacting ſtile in making and paſling acts, ſtatutes, — 


Pre- 1 


25 Conſtitution of New- Hampſhirs. - tb 
laws, mall be---Be it enated by the ſenate and houſe'of repres* 


fentatives in general-court convened. 


No Preſident or judge of the ſuperior- court ſhall hold any *. 
office or place under the authority of this ſtate, except ſueh 3 
as by this conſtitution they are admitted to hold, ſaving a 
that the judges of the ſaid court may hold the offices of juſtice- ſt 
ok. the peace throughtout the ſtate; nor ſhall they hold any Fes 


place or office, or receive any penſion or ſalary, from any 
other ſtate, government, or power whatever. 

No perſon ſhall be capable of exerciſing at the ſametime,. 
more than one of the following offices within this ſtate, viz .: 
judge of probate, ſheriff, regiſter of deeds ; and never more 
than two offices of profit, which may be held by appointment 
of the Preſident, or Preſident and council, or ſenate and houſe 
of repreſentatives, or ſuperior or inferior courts; military 
offices, and offices of juſtices of the peace excepted. 

No perſon holding the office of judge of the ſuperi or- 
court ſecretary, treaſ urer, of the ſtate; judge of probate, at- 

torney general, commiſſary- general, judge of the maritime- 
ecurt; or judge of the court of admiralty, military officer 
receiving pay from the continent or this ſtate, excepting 
officers of the militia oecaſionally called fourth on an emer- 
zency ; judge of the inferior-court of common-pleas, re-. 
giſter of deeds, Preſident, profeſſer or inſtructor of any col-- 
lege, ſheriff, or officer of cuſtoms, including naval- officers, , ere 
ſhall at the ſame time have a ſeat in the ſenate or houſe of poſes 


repreſentatives, or council ; but their being choſen or ap- m, 

D J J | _ FX Manne 
ointed to, and accepting the ſame, ſhall operate as 2 re- nkral- 
— of their ſeat in the ſenate, or houſe of repreſenta- Ein rey 
tives, or council ; and the place fo vacated ſhall be filled WI fowns 


"Mis perſon ſhall ever be admitted to Hold'a feat in the le- BY guü 
giſlature, or any office of truſt or importance under-this go- C 
vernment, who in the due courſe of law, has been convicted 
of bribery or corruption, in obtaining an election or ap- 
ointment. | 9 3 
In all caſes where ſums of money are mentioned in this 70 
conſtitution, the value thereof ſhall be computed in filver r 
U illings aud eight pence per ounce. 5 
27 be che od that * we be no failure of juſtice or 8 
danger ariſe to this ſtate from a change of the form of ga- 


Wrnment, all civil and milizary, officers, holding * 
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5 lau of the land, and printed copies thereof ſhall be 
- be the books containing the laws of this ſtate, in all 
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 Eonflitution of New-Hamp/fire. 


fons under the government and people of New-Hampthire,, 
and other officers of the ſaid government and people, at the 
time this coaſtitution © ſhall take effect, ſhall hold, exerciſe 
and enjoy all the powers and authorities to them granted: 
and committed, until other perſons ſhall be appointed in their 
ſtead. All courts of law in the buſineſs of their reſpective 
departments, and the executive, and legiſlative bodies an 
perions, ſhall continue in full force, enjoyment and exerciſe: 
of all their traſts and enployments, until the general - court, 
and the ſupreme and other executive officers under this con- 
ſtitütiön, are deſignated, and inveſted with their reſpective 
| traſts, pewers and authority. | 8 
This form of government ſhall be enrolled on parchment, 
and depoſited in the fecretary's office, and be a part of the 
prefixed 


future editions thereof. 


N To preſerve an effectual adherence to the principles of 
= WB the conſtitution, and to correct any violations thereof, as 


well as to make ſuch alterations therein, as from experience 
may be found neceſſary, the general - court ſhall at the expi- 
ration of ſeven years from the time this conſtitution ſhall 
take effect, iſſue prechpts or rect them to be iſſued from 
the ſecretary's office, to the ſeveral towns and incorporated 
places, to elect delegates to meet in convention for the pur- 
poſes aforeſaid ; The ſaid: delegates to be choſen in the fame 
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* 
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manner, and porportioned as the repreſentatives to the ge- 


nkral-aſſembly; provided that no alteration ſhall be made 


; Win this conſtitution before the ſame ſhall be laid before the 


towns and unincorporated places, and approved by two 
"© pg of the qualified voters preſent, and voting upon the 
! | que On. N | 
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IMB ON VE NT I o N, 
I [Held at Co NCOR D, the 31ſt. day of October, 1783 


H E urn from the ſeveral towns bei ng ata: 
4 and it appearing that the foregoing Bill of Rights 
rm of goveraae vers approved of by the people ; the ſan 


1 ef, lter ifa 


ite heveby agreed on and eftabliſhed by the delegates of rhe peda 
ple, and declared to be the civil conflitution for the ſtate of Nees 
Hampſhire, to take place on the: it Wedngjaay of June, 1784 f 
and that inthe mean tine the general-conrt under the prejent gos 
<ernment, make all the neceſjaiy arangenientsfor im roducing thin 
Conſtitution, at that time, and inthe manner therein de/crebed} 


NATH. F OLSOM, PRESIDENTS P. T; 


i Atteſt, 2 

J. M. SEWALL, Srexzrany; : 

AGREED. upon by the Delegates of the pebple of the ſtats | 

of New-Hamphire, in Convention, Held at Concord, ot 

the firſt Tueſday of June 1783; ſabmitted to, and ap- 
8 of by the people of ſaid ſtate; and eſtabliſned b 

jeit Delegates ia Convention, OZobet 31, 1783. 7 
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1 CONSTITUTION, or Frames of Govtrns 

| MENT, agreed upon by the Delegates of the People of the 
State of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in ConvenTiON, begun and 

held at Cambridge, on the firſt of September, 1779, and 
continued by Adjournments, to the Second of March, 1780. 


: PRE BE A-MF LE 
* N | ER e GETS F 
E end of the inſtitution, maintenance and adminiſtra- 
don of government, is to ſecure the exiſtence of the bo- 
> BW dy-politic,: to protect it, and to furniſh the individuals who 
compoſe it, with the power of enjoying, in ſafety and tran- 
uillity, their. natural right, and the bleſſings of life: And 
henever theſe great objects are not obtained, the people 
have a right to alter the government, and to take meaſures 
ieceſſary fur their ſafety, proſperity and happineſs 
The body-politic is formed by a voluntary aſſociation of 
individuals: It is a focial compact, by which the whole peo- 
; 278, ple covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the 
whole people, that all ſhall be governed by certain laws for 
the common good. Tt is the | wa of the people, 'there- 
fre, in framing a: conſtitution of government, to provide 
for an equitable mode of making laws, as well as for an im- 
partial interpretation, and a Faithful execution of them ; 
that every man may, at all times, find his ſecurity in them. 
We, therefore, the people of Maſſachuſetts, acknow-' 
ledging, with grateful hearts, the goodneſs of the Great. 
Legiſlature of the Univerſe, in affording us, in the courſe 
Jof his providence, an opportunity, deliberately, and peace- 
ably, without fraud, violence, or ſurprize, of entering into 
an N explicit, and ſolemn compact with each other; 
and of forming a new conſtitution of civil government, for 


ourſelves and poſterity ; and devoatly imploring his direc- 
tion in ſo intereſting a defign, DO agree upon, ordain, and 
eſtabliſh, the following Dec aratien of Rights and Frame of 
eo vernnent, as the Conſtitution of the Commenawealth of Maj- 
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W/acha/erts. 
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4 DECLARATION f RIGHTS, 
of the Inhabitantsof ii  Commonevealth of Maſſachuſetts. 


Art. I. M LL men are born free and equal, and have eer-' 


_ tain natural, eſſential, and unalienable rights; 


among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and 
88 their lives and liberties; that of acquiring, poſ-' MF : 
£ in- 


fling, and protecting property; in fine, that of ſeeking 
and obtaining their ſafety and happineſss. | 
II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in ſociety, 


publicly, and at ſtated ſeaſons, to worſhip the Supreme Be- 


ing, the great Creator and Preſerver of the Univerſe. And 
no ſubject ſhall be hurt, moleſted, or reſtrained in his per- 
ſon, liberty, or eſtate, for worſhipping God in the manner 
and ſeaſon moſt agreable to the dictates of his own conſcience, 


or for his religious profeſſion or ſentiments ; provided he 
doth not diſturb the public peace, or obſtruct others in thein 
| a 2 8 


P 
* — 


III. As the happineſs of a people, and the good order 
and preſervation of civil government, eſſentially depend 


upon piety, religion, and morality ; and as theſe cannot 


be generally. diffuſed through a community, but by the in- 
fitution of the public worſhip of God, and. of public in- 


tructions in piety, religion and morality : Therefore, to: 


promote their happineſs, and to fecurt che good order and 
preſervation of their government, the people of this com- 
monwealth have a right to inveſt their legiſlature with power 
to authoriſe and require, and the legiſlature ſhall; from time 


to time, authoriſe. and require the ſeveral-towns, pariſhes, 
precincts, and other bodies-pciitic,- er religious focieties, 


to make ſuitable proviſion, at their own experce, for the in- 
fitution of the public-worſhip of God, and for the ſupport 
and maintenance of public proteſtant teachers of piety, re- 


ligion,, and morality, in all saſes where ſuch proviſion ſhalk 1 


not be made voluntarily). V 
_ And the people of this commonwealth, have alſo a right 
to, and do, inveſt their legiſlature with authority to enjoin, i 

upon all the ſubjects, an attendance upon the inſtructions i 
ſons, if there be any on whdſe inſtructions they can conſci- 
extionfly and conveniently attend; | 


af the public teachers as aforeſaid, at ſtated times and ſea- 


Provided. 


* 
on 


7 


Provided, notwithſtanding, that the ſeveral towns, pa- 


Conſtitution of Maſſachuferts. 


SJ. niches, precincts, and other bodies- politic, or religious ſo- 
eieties, ſhall, at all times, have the excluſive right of elect- 
e ing their public teachers, and of contracting with them for 
hts; their ſupport and maintenance. bg | 
and *B And all monies paid by the ſubject to the ſupport of pub- 
poſ- lic worſhip, and of the public teachers aforeſaid, ſhall, if 
king "IF he require it, be uniformly applied to the ſupport of the pub- 
lic teacher or teachers of his own religious ſect or denomi- 
ety, nation, provided there be any on whole inſtructions he at- 
Be- tends; otherwiſe it may be paid towards the ſupport of the 
And teacher or teachers of the pariſh or precin& in which the ſaid 
per- monies are raiſed. e 
nner And every denomination of Chriſtians demeaning them- 
NCe, ſelves peaceably, and as good ſubjects of the commonwealth, 
d he hall be equally under the protection of the law: And no ſu- 
their f bordi nation of any one ſect or denomination to another, ſhall 
cceever be eſtabliſhed by law 8 | 
order IV. The people of this commonwealth have the ſole and 
pend fe xcluſive right of governing themſelves as a free, ſovereign, 
nnot and independent ſtate; and do, and forever hereafter ſhall, 
&in- fexerciſe and enjoy every power, juriſdiction, and right, 
c in- which is not, or may not heareafter, be by them expreſly 
re, to delegated to the United States of America, in Congreſs 
rand aſſembled. | | ET 
com- V. All power reſiding originally in the people, and be- 
ower ing derived from them, the ſeveral magiſtrates and officers 
time of government, veſted with authority, whether legiſlative, 
ſhes, | executive, or judicial, are their ſubſtitutes and agents, and 
eties, are at all times accountable to them. | . 
e 1n- ; VI. No man, or corporation, or aſſociation of men, have 
pport any other title to obtain advantages, or particular and ex- 
re- dloſive privileges, diſtin from thoſe of the community, than 
ſhall what ariſes from the conſideration of fervices rendered to the 
public; and this title being in nature neither hereditary nor 
right WF rranſmiſlible'to children, or deſcendants or relationsby blood, 
yein, the idea of a man born a magiſtrate, lawgiver, or judge, 
tions is abfurd and vnnatural. SE 
1 ſea- VII. Government is inſtituted for the common geod; 
nſci- for the protection, ſafety, proſperity, and happineſs of the 
= people; and not for the profit, honour, and private intereſt 
1ded, of any one man, family, or claſs of men: ＋ herefore, the 


People 
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IX. All elections ought to be free, and all the inhabitants 
of this commonwealth, having ſuch qualifications as they 


| when neceſſary: But no part of the property of any indivi- 
dual, can, with, juſtice, 


» 


8 Conflitutionof Maſſachuſtts; 


people alone have an inconteſtible, unalienable: and inde- 
Fable right, to inſtitute government ; and to reform, alter, 
or totally change the ſame, when their protection, ſafety, Mhi 
proſperity, and happineſs require it. 8 
VIII. In order to prevent thoſe, who are veſted with au- 


thority from becoming oppreſſors, the people have a right at 


Juch periods, and in ſuch manner as they ſhall eſtablſh by Wi 


their frame of government, to cauſe their public officers to | 
return to private life; and to fill up vacant places, by cer: 
tain and regular elections and appointments. ' 


* * 


" 


ſhall eſtabliſh by their frame of government, have an equa] 
right to ele officers, and to be elected for public employ- 
ments. n 75 * 8 0 * 4 x 1 . 6 "Ei =. 

X. Each individual of the ſociety has a right to be pro- 12 nab 
tected by it, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and pro- paper 
perty, according to ſtanding laws. He is obliged, con- Fontr 
n to .contribute, his ſhare to the expence of this 

rotection; to give his perſonal ſervice, or an equivalent, 


De. taken, from him, or applied to 
public uſes, without his own conſent, or that of the repre- 
ſentative body of the people; In fine, the people of this 
Commonwealth are not controulable by any other laws, than 
thoſe to which their conſtitutional repreſentative body have : . 
given their conſent. and whenever the public exigencies b ſuits 
require, that the property of any individual ſhould be appro. 1 ha 
priated to public uſes, he ſhall receive a reaſonable compen-. es 
Og, Ge Oo oO Pp. 
XI. Fyery ſubject of the commonwealth ought to find a high 
certain remedy, by haying recourſe ta the laws for all inju- 7 
ries or wrongs which he may receive in his perſon, property, 

or character. He ought to obtain right and juſtice 4 
and without being obliged to purchaſe it; compleatly, and 
without any demal ; promptly, and without delay; con- 
formable tothe lays. ge CSG en won oh Too es 


ka 


XII. No ſubject ſhall be held to anſwer for any crime ot 
offence, until 2 ſame is fully and plainly, ſubſtantially 
and formally, deſcribed to him; or be compelled to accuſe 

r furniſh evidence againſt himſelf. And every ſubject ſhall 
have a right to produce all proofs that may be fayourable tg 


t 5 [1 Pa 
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| inde- Num; to meet the witneſſes againſt him face to face, and to 
„alter, ſe fully heard in his defence * himſelf, or his council, at 
ſafety, is election. And no ſubject ſhall be arreſted, impriſoned, 
; EKcfpoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, or pri- 


IS 


th au-rileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled, or depri- 
ight at Med of his life, liberty, or eſtate, but by the judgment of his 


Iſh by peers, or the law of the land, | 

ers to And the legiſlature ſhall not make any law, that ſhall ſub- 

y cer Mect any perſoa to a capital or infamous puniſhment, excep- 
Fw ng for the goyernment of the army and navy, without trial 


1tants .W y jury. . | | | 
s they . XIII. In criminal proſecutions, the verification of facts 
equa] 9 Wn the vicinity where they happen, is one of the greateſt ſecu - 
1ploy- Fities of the life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 


XIV. every ſubject has a right to be ſecure from all unrea- 


e pro- ſonable ſearches, and ſeizures, of his perſon, his houſes, his 
pro- Papers, and all his poſſeſſions. All warrants, therefore, are 


con- Montrary to his right, if the cauſe or foundation of them be 
f this "2Wot previouſly ſupported by oath or affirmation ; and if the 


*- {2 FH 


#8 rder in a wzrrant to a civil officer, to make ſearch in all ſue 


w 


1divi- 1 dected places, or to arreſt one or more of the ſuſpected per: 


8 


ens or to ſeize their Ez be not accompanied with a 
ſpecial deſignation of the perſons or objects of ſearch, arreſt, 
Por ſeizure ; and no warrant ought to be iſſued, but in caſes 


by 


* 


1 and with the farmalities.preſcribed by the laws. 
. XV. In all controverſies concerning property, and in all 


1 ſuits between two or more perſons, except in caſes in which 
it has heretofore been otherways uſed and practiſed, the par- 


ties have a right to a trial by a jury; and this method of 
gh . ſhall be held facred, unleſs, in eauſes ariſing on the 
high ſeas, and ſuch as pelate to mariners wages, the legiſla - 


ture ſhall hereafter find it neceſſary to alter it, 
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erty, XVI. The liberty of the preſs is eſſential to the ſecurity of 
eely, 8 freedom in a ſtate ; it ought not, therefore, to be reſtrained 
„Fand in this Commonwealth. WS 

con- XVII. The people have a right to keep and to bear arms 


1 9 12 the common defence. And as in time of poace, armies are 


ally ont the canſen; of the legiſſature, and the military power 
— all always be held in exact ſybordinarion to the Gol authg« 
ſhall WH nity,and be governed by it, 


XVIII. A frequent recurrence ta the fundamental princ]. 
les of the conſtitution, and a conſtant adherence to thoſe of 


and magiſtrates, an exact and conſtant obſervance of them, lature 


10 Cor ſtitution of Maſſachuſetts, ap 
Wred ir 
me. 
ity, are abſolutely weve macs to preſe rye the advantages of rivil : 
liberty, and to maintain a free government The people 1 XS 
ought, r l to have a particular attention to all marti. 
thoſe principles, in the choice of their officers and repreſen- Mex ep. 
tatives: And they have a right to require of their lawgivers Wl militi. 


* 


* 


0 - „ 9 2 5 1 2 
mp juſtice, moderation, temperance, induſtry, and fruga- 


in the formation and execution of all laws neceſſary for the 
good ailminiftration of the commonwealth. 4 
XIX. The ee have a right, in any orderly & peaceable 
manner, to aſſemble to conſult upon the common good; give 1 
inſtructions to their repreſentatives; and to requeſt of the Pe tr! 
legiſlative body, by the way of addreſſes, petitions, or re- e 
monſtrances, redreſs of the wrongs done them, and of the 7 
grievances they ſuffer, e : 


XX. The power of ſuſpending the laws, or the execution of ec: 
the laws, ought never to be exerciſed but by the legiſlature, emf 
or by authority derived from it, to be exerciſed in ſuch parti- IS 

cular caſes only as the legiſlature ſhall expreſly provide for. NS. X 


whatſoever, without the conſent of the people, or their re- 


— 


XXI. The freedom of deliberation, ſpeech, and debate, lit 
in either houſe of the legiſlature, is fo eſlential to the rights 
of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accu- 
{ation to proſecution, action, or complaint, in any other court 
or place whatſoever. | 
XXII. The legiſlature ought frequently to aſſemble for 
the redreſs of grievances, correcting, ſtrengthening; and 
confirming the laws, and for making new laws, as the com- 
mon good may require. 8 . 
XXIII. No ſubſidy, charge, tax, impoſt, or duties, ought 
to be eſtabliſhed, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext 


preſentatives in the legiſlature. WW | 
XXIV. Laws made to puniſh for actions done before the 
exiſtence of ſuch laws, and which have not been declared KF. 
crimes by preceding laws, are unjuſt, oppreſſive, and incon- 
fiſtent with the fundamental principles of a free government. 
XXV. No ſubje& ought, in any caſe, or in any time, te 
be declared guilty of treaſon or felony by the legiſlature. 
XXVI. No magiſtrate or court of law ſhall demand ex- 
ceſſive bail or fureties, impoſe exceſſive fines, or inſſict cruel! 
or unuſual puniſhments. EO | Fes: 
XXVII. In time of peace, no ſoldier ought to be gane 
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fed in any houſe without the conſent of the owner ; andin 
time of war, ſuch quarters ought not to be made, but by the 
6 ftrate, in a manner ordained by the legiſlature. 

8 I. No perſon can in any caſe be ſubjected to laws 
martial, or to any penalties or pains, by virtue of that law, 
except thoſe employed in the army or navy, and except the 
IE milicia in actual ſervice, but by the authority of the legiſ- 
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— x *HE People inhabiting the territory formerly called the 
1 Province of Maiſachuſetts-Bay, do hereby ſolemnly and 
mutually agree with each other, to form themſelves into at 
8: cc, ſovereign, and independant body-politic cr ſtate, by 
he name of, The CoMMONWEAL AS 
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3 CHAPTER I. 


The L E GISL ATIVE 2 0 WER. W | 


N s eren I. = 
_ The GENERAL COURT: _ 
het, * 


.. I. THE department of ſegiflation all be formed H 
by two branches, a Senate, and Houſe of Repreſentatives : | A 
back of which ſhall have a negative on the other. 4 4 

The legiſlatiye body ſtrall aſſemble every year, on he 3 b 
laſt Wedneſday'in May, and at ſuch othet times as they mall 
judge neceſſary; and ſhall 'diffolve and be diffolved on the 
day next preceding the ſatd laſt Wedneſday in May ; and 
wen be ſtiled} The General Court of Maſſachuſetts. + 
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II. No bilh c on reſotve of the ſenate or houſe of el, I 
ratives fralt: -hecome a law; and Rave force' as ſuch, until it ive 
ſhall havebten laid before the Governor for his reviſal : And Ene 
if he, upon ſuch. reviſion, approve thereof, he ſhall fi a, me 
his approbatidn by ſigning the ſame! But if he have any 75 dire 


objection to the paſſing of {ich bill or reſolve, he ſhall return 1 ſo as 
the ſame, together with his objeckions thereto, in writing, NH tutio 
to the ſenatè or houſe of repreſentatives; in-which ſoever F of t! 
the ſame ſhall have originated ; who ſhall enter the objec- 9 
tions ſent down by the Governor: at large on“ tlreir D 1 
and proceed to reconſider the ſaid bill or reſolve: but if af. 1 
ter ſuch reconſideration, two thirds of the ſaid ſenate, or 7 
houſe of repreſentatives, ſhall, notwithſtanding , the ſaid ob- F 
jections, agree to paſs the ſame, it ſhall, together with the 
objections, be ſent to the other branch of the Aby we ih 
where it ſhall alſo be reconſidered, and if approved by two 8 
thirds of the members preſent it ſhall have the force of a! a 8 
law: But in all ſuch caſes, the votes of both houſes ſhall be K | 
determined by yeas and nays; and the names of the per? 
fons voting for, or 4 pq the ſaid bill or reſolve, ſha be Y 
entered upon the public records of the commonwealth. - ' 

And in order to prevent unneceſſary delays, if any bill or 6 
18 ſhall not be returned by the Governor within five day 
after it ſhall have been preſented, the ſame ſhall have tho 1 
force of a law. 

HI. The general court mall forever have full power an 


auchorit) I 
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authority to erect and conſtitute judicatories and courts of 
record, or other courts, to be held in the name of the Com- 
monwealth, for the hearing, trying, and determining of all 
manner of crimes, offences, pleas, procceſſes, plaints, ac- 
tions, matters, cauſes and things, whatſoever, ariſing or 
| happening within the commonwealth, or between or con- 
1 i cerning perſons inhabiting, or reſiding, or brought within 
formed the ſame ; whether the ſame be criminal or civil, or wheth- 
atives | er the {aid crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the 
laid pleas be real, perſonal, or mixt; and for the awarding 
and making out of execution thereupon : To which courts 
and judicatories are hereby given and granted full power 
and authority, from time to time, to adminiſter oaths or 
2 affirmations, for the better diſcovery of the truth in any 
matter in controverſy or depending before them. | 
IV. And further, full power and authority is hereby 
given and granted to the ſaid general court, Nun time to 
] : And "Mime, to make, ordain, and eſtabliſn, all manner of whole- 
fignify "8 


ve an directions and inſtructions, either with penalties or without; 


* 1 


ecords , dceſſary ſupport and defence of the government thereof; and 


it if af. to name and ſettle annually, or provide by fixed laws, for 
ate, or 3 the naming and ſettling all civil officers within the ſaid 
aid ob. commonwealth ; the election and conſtitution of whom are 
bitch the not hereafter in this form of government otherwiſe provided 


ſlature, 45 for; and to ſet forth the ſeveral duties, powers and limits, 


by two of the ſeveral civil and military officers of this common- 
rce of 2 wealth and the forms of ſuch oaths or affirmations as ſhall 
ſhall be be reſpectively adminiſtered unto them for the execution of 
e per“ their ſeveral offices and places, ſo as the ſame be not repug- 


ſhall be nant and contrary to this conſtitution ; and to impoſe and 

2X7 levy proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſſments, rates and tax- 
es, upon all the inhabitants of, and perſons reſident, and 
eftates lying, within the ſaid commonwealth ; and alſo ta 
impoſe and levy, reaſonable duties and exciſes, upon any 
produce, goods, wares, merchandiſes, and commodities: 


ve days 


ave tho 


ver and # | whatſoever, brought into, produced, manuf actured, or be 
ithority 1 | ing within the ſame 5 30 be 3 and diſpoſed of by wars 


We. 


fant, under the. hand of the Governor of this ccommonwealth#* 
for the time being, with the advice and conſent of the“ 
council, for the public ſervice, in the neceſſary defence and 
ſupport vf the government of the ſaid commonwealth, and: 
the protection and preſervation of the ſubjects thereof, ac- 
226 * ſuch acts as are or ſhall be in force within the 


ſame. 


And whi 


£4 


paid 


te followin 


. Suſſolls 
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le the public charges of government, or any 

part thereof, ſhall be aſſeſſed on polls and eftates, in the 
manner that has hitherto been practiſed ;' and in order that 
ſuch aſſeſſments may be made with equality, there ſhall be 
a valuation of eſtates within the commonwealth taken anew: 
once in every ten years at the leaſt, and a 


s much oftener as 
the general court ſhall order.. 97 71 


„ L 8 x c r. 2 
8 E NATE. 


A. I. THERE ſhall be annually elected by the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of this commonwealth, qualified as in 
this conſtitution is provided, forty perſons to be counſellors 
and ſenators for the year enſuing their election; to bè cho- 
ſen by the inhabitants of the diſtricts, into which the com 
monwealth may from time to time be divided by the ge ne- 
ral coùrt for that purpoſe. And the 
ſigning the numbers to be elected by the reſpective diſtricts, 

mall govern tnemſelves by the proportion of the public taxes 
5 the ſaid. diſtr icts; and timely make known to the 

inhabitants of the commonwealth, the limits of each diſ- 
tri, and the number of counſellers and ſenators to be choſen 

therein:;. provided that the number of ſuck: diſtricts ſhall be 
never leſs than thirteen ;- and that no diſtrict be ſo large as 

to intitle the ſame to chooſe more than fix ſenators, 5 

And the ſeveral counties in this commonwealth ſhall, un- 

til the general court ſhall determine it neceſſary to alter tlie 

ſaid diſtricts, be diſtricts for choice of counſellors and ſena+: 
tors (except that the counties of Dukes-county and Nantuc- 
kat ſhall form one diftri& for that purpoſe) and ſhall elect 

3 number for counſellors and ſenators, viz. _ 
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Rex: Six Dukes-comnty | j CNS 

_ Middleſex , Fire and Namie Ons * 

Hampſhire Four Worcerſter Five 
Plymouth Three Cumberland One 
Barnſtabbe One Lincoln | One 
Briſtol Three erkſhire Two 


II. The ſenate ſhall be the firſt branch of the legiſlature; 
and the ſenators ſhall be choſen in the following manner, viz. 
There ſhall be a meeting on the firſt Monday in April an- 
nually, forever, of the inhabitants of each town in the ſeveral 
counties of this. commonwealth ; to be called by the ſelect 
men, and warned in due courſe of law, at leaſt ſeven days 


before the firſt Monday in April, for the purpoſe of eleQing 


perſons to be ſenators and counſellors : And at ſuch meetings 
every male inhabitant of twenty-one years of age and up- 
wards, having a freehold. eftate within the commonwealth; af 
the annual income of three pounds, or any eſtate of the va- 
lue of ſixty pounds, ſhall have a right to give in his vote 
for the ſenators for the diſtrict of which he is an inhabitant. 
And to remove all doubts concerning the meaning of the 


A word “ inhabitant, ”* in this conſtitution, every perſon ſhall - 


be conſidered as an inhabitant, for the purpoſe of electing 
and being elected into any office or place within this ſtate, 
an that town, diitri& or plantation, where he dwelleth, or 
hath his home. | I _ 
The ſelectmen .of the ſeveral towns ſhall preſide at ſuch 
meetings impartially ; and ſhall receive the votes of all the 
inhabitants of ſuch towns preſent and qualified to vote for 
ſenators, and ſhall fort and count them in open town meet- 
ing and in preſence of the town clerk, who ſhall make a fair 
record, in preſence of the ſelectmen, and in open town meet- 
ing, of the name of every perſon voted for, and of the num- 
ber of votes againſt his name; and a fair copy of this re- 
cord ſhall be atteſted by the ſelectmen and the town-clerk, 
and ſhall be jealed up, directed to the ſecretary of the com- 
monwealth for the time being, with ſuperſcription, expreſ- : 
ſing the purports of the.c{tents thereof, and delivered by 
the town-=clerk of ſuch towns, to the ſheriff. of. the county in 
which ſuch town lies, thirty days at leaſt before the laſt, 
Wedneſday in May annually ; or it ſhall be delivered into 
the ſecretary's office ſeyenteen days at leaſt before the ſaid 
Jdait Wedneſday in May; and the ſheriff of each county ſhall 
7 | " deliver 


tution. 
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deliver all ſuch. certificates by him received into the Secre- 


- tary's office ſeventeen days before the ſaid laſt Wedneſday in 


May 


And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated, quali- 


fied as this conſtitution provides, who are or ſhall be im- 


powered to aſſeſs taxes upon themſelves toward the ſupport 


of government, {hall have the ſame priviledge of voting for 
counſellors and ſenators in the plantations where they reſide, 


8 town inhabitants have in their reſpective towns; and the 


plantation meetings for that purpoſe ſhall be held annually 
on the ſame firſt Monday in April, at ſuch place in the plan- 
tatipns e as the aſſeſſors thereof ſhall direct; 


Which aſſeſſors ſhall have like authority for notifying the 


electors, collecting and returning the votes, as the ſelechme may 


and town-clerks have in their ſeveral towns, by this conſti- 


And all other perſons living in places unincorpo- \ 


8H fenatc 


rated (qualified as aforeſaid) who ſhall be aſſeſſed to the 


ſupport of the government by the aſſeſſors of an adjacent town 


mall have the privilege of giving in their votes for coun- 


Fellors and ſenators, in the town where they ſhall be aſſeſſed, 
and be notified of the place of meeting by the ſelectmen of 
the town where they Kall be aſſeſſed, for that purpoſe ac- 
cordingly. 


III. And that there may be a due convention of ſenators | 


on the laſt Wedneſday in May annually, the Governor, and 
five of the council, for the time being, ſhall, as ſoon as may 
be, examine the returned copies of ſuch records; and four- 


teen days before the ſaid day he ſhall iſſue his ſummons to 


Fach perſons as ſhall appear to be choſen by the majority of 


voters, to attend on that day, & take their ſeats accordingly ; | 


provided nevertheleſs; that for the firſt year the ſaid re- 
turned copies ſhall be examined by the 13 and five 
of the council of the former conſtitution of government ; and 


the ſaid preſident ſhall in like manner, iſſue his ſummons to 
the perſons ſo elected, that they may take their ſeats as a- 


-Foreſaid. 

IV. The ſenate ſhall be the final judge of the elections, 
Teturns and qualifications of their own members, as pointed 
out In the conſtitution ; and ſhall, on the ſaid laſt Wedneſ- 
day in May annually, determine and declare who are elect- 
ed by each diſtri, to be ſenators by a majority of votes; 
And in caſe there ſhall not appear to be the full * of 

. enators 
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fenators returned, elected by a majority of votes for any diſ- 


in trict, the deficiency ſhall be ſupplied in the following man- 
3 ner, viz. The members of the houſe of repreſentatives, 

li- and ſuch ſenators as ſhall be declared elected, ſhall take the 
m- names of ſuch perſons as ſhall be found to have the higheſt 
ort number of votes in ſuch diſtrict, and not elected, amounting 
for to twice the number of ſenators wanting, if there be ſo 
de, many voted for; and out of theſe, ſhall elect by ballot a 
the number of ſenators ſufficient to fill up the vacancies in ſuch 
ily diſtrict; and in this manner all ſuch v «<aacies ſhall be filled 
an- in every diſtrict of the commonwealth ; and in like man- 
t ; ner all vacancies in the ſenate: ariſing by death, removal 
the out of the ſtate, or otherwiſe, ſhall be ſupplied as ſoon as 
tme may be, after ſuch vacancies ſnall happen. 

ſt1- V. Provided nevertheleſs, that no perſon ſhall be capa- 
po- ble of being elected as a ſenator, who is not ſeized in his 
the WW own right of a freehold within this commonwealth, of the 
wn MW value of three hundred pounds at leaſt, or poſſeſſed of per- 
un- ſeonal eſtate to the value of ſix hundred pounds at leaſt, or of 
ſed, both to the amount of the ſame ſum, and who has not been 


n of an inhabitant of this commonwealth for the ſpace of five 
ac- & 2 preceding his election, and at the time of his election, 
ie ſhall be an inhabitant in the diſtrict for which he ſhall be 


tors choſen. 


and VI. The ſenate ſhall have power to adjourn themſelves, 

may provided ſuch ajournments do not exceed two days at a 
dur- time. 1 . 

s to VIII. The ſenate ſhall chooſe its own preſident, appoint 

y of its own officers, and determine its own rules of proceed- 

ly 3 ings. 5 

re- VII. The ſenate ſhall be a court with full authority to 
five hear and determine all impeachments made by the houſe of 
and repreſentatives, againſt any officer or officers of the common 
15 to wealth, for miſconduct and mal-adminiſtration in their of- 
a... fices. but previous to the trial of every impeachment, the 

| members of the ſenate ſhall reſpectively be ſworn, truly 

ons, and impartially to try and determine the charge in queſ- 
nted tion, according to evidence. Their judgment, however, 
Ineſ- ſhall not extend farther than to removal from office, and 
lect- diſqualific ation to hold or enjoy any place of honour, truſt 
tes; or profit, under this commonwealth: But the party ſo con- 


er of victed, ſhall be, nevertheleſs, liable to indictment, trial, 
Es judgment 
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judgment and puniſhment, according to the laws of the | 


land. 5 


IX. Not leſs than fixteen members of the fenate, fall WP 


conſtitute a quorum for doing buſineſs. 


n JJ 9 Bs OS 


HOUSE Or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Art. I. THERS#12)l be in the legiſlature of this com- 


monwealth, a repreſentation of the people, annually ele. 
ed, and founded upon the principle of equality. + 


FI. And in order to provide for a repreſentation of the 


** 
4 
3 


and ref; 
or the 
ſtate vi 
pounds, 
ave a 
Mreſenta 


citizens of this commonwealth, founded on the principle 


of equality, every corporate town, containing one hundred 


and fifty rateable polls, may elect one repreſentative: Every 


ba ; 1 | 
corporate town, containing three hundred and ſeventy-five | 
Tateable polls, may elect two repreſentatives: Every cor- 


porate town, containing ſix hundred rateable polls, may 


elect three repreſentatives ; and proceeding in that manner, 


making two hundred and twenty-five rateable youu the 
mean increaſing number of every additional repreſentative, 
Provided nevertheleſs, that each town now incorporated, 
not having one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may elect 


one repreſentative : But no place ſhall hereaſter be incor- 


3 with the privelege of electing a repreſentative, un- 
leſs 


there are within the ſame, one hundred and fifty rate- 


able polls. 


And the houſe of repreſentatives ſnall have power from 
time to time, to impoſe fines upon ſuch towns as ſhall neg- 


{e& to chooſe and return members to the ſame, agreeably 
to this conſtitution. | 


The expences of travelling to the general aſſembly, and 


returning home, once in every ſeſſion and no more, ſhall be 


paid by the government out of the public treaſury, to eve- 
ry member who ſhall attend as ſeaſonably as he can, in the 
judgment of the houſe, and does not depart without 


leave. 2 


III. Every member of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall 


be choſen by written votes; and for one year at leaſt next 
preceding his election, ſhall have been an inhabitant of, 
and been ſeized in his own right of a freehold of the value 


of 
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pf one hundred pounds within the town he ſhall be choſen 
Wo repreſent, or any rateable eſtate to the value of two hun- 
red pounds; and he fiall ceaſe to repreſent the ſaid town, 
mmediately on his ceaſing to be qualified as aforeſaid, + 
IV. Every male perſon, being twenty-one years of age, 
and reſident in any particular town in this commonwealth, 


8. or the ſpace of one year next preceding, having a freehold 
; ſtate within the ſame town, of the annual income of three 

97> pounds, or any eftate of the value of ſixty pounds, ſhall 
lect. ave a right to vote in the choice of a repreſentative, or re- 
- the preſentatives for the {aid town. | | | 

; C V. The members of the houſe of repreſenttaives ſhall be 
yo Fhoſen annually in the month of May, ten days at leaſt be- 
Gre” Whore the laſt Wedneiday of that month. 5 
1 VI. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the grand in- 
Aue Whueſt of this commonwealth ; and all impeachments made 
Sor by them, ſhall be heard and tried by the ſenate. 

may , VIE. All money, bills ſhall originate. in the houſe of fepre- 
7 ſentatives; but the ſenate may propoſe or concur with a- 


3 -Wendments, as.on other bills. | | 

ve. 2 VIII. The houfe of repreſentatives ſhall kave power to 
djourn themfelves ; provided fuch adjournment fhall not 
@>xceed two days at a time. UTR ö | 
IX. Notleſs than fixty members of the houſe of repre- _ 
entatives, ſhall conſtitute a quorum for doing buſineſs. ©. 


ra X. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the judge of the 
eturns, elections, and qualifications of its own members, as 
from pointed out in the conſtitution; ſhall chuſe their own ſpeak- 
nog r ;appoint their own officers, and ſettle the rules and orders 
eably procecding in their own houſe: They ſhall have autho- 
ity to puniſh by impriſonment, every perſon, not a mem 
, and fer, who ſhall be guilty of diſreſpect to the houſe, by any 
all be iſorderly or contemptuous behavour in its preſence ; or 
eve ho, in the town where the general court is ſitting, and du- 
in the ng the time of its ſitting, ſhall threaten harm to the body 
ithout fr ettate of any of its members, for any thing ſaid or done 
8 the houſe ; or who ſhall aſſault any of them therefor ; or 
ma ho ſhall aſſault, or arreſt any witneſs, or other perſon, or- 
t = ered to attend the houſe, in his way in, going, or return- 
NT V2» 
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And no member of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be 4 
arreſted, or held to bail on mean proceſs, during his go- 
ing unto, returning from, or his attending the general aſ- 


ſembly. _ 


3 *5 

XI. The ſenate ſhall have the ſame powers in the like 
eaſes ; and the governor and council ſhall have the ſame i 
authority to puniſh in like caſes. 
fonment on the warrant or order of the Governor, council, 
fenate, or houſe of repreſentatives; for either of the above | 


deſcribed offences, be for a term exceeding thirty days. 


And the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives may try, and 


determine, all caſes where their rights and privileges are 
doncerned, and which, by the conſtitution, they have autho- _ 
rity to try and determine, by committees of their own mem. e v« 


bers, or in ſuch other way as they may reſpectively think beſt. 


CH AP EM. II. 


g e Tr iv ni. 
P | 
Art. I. THERE ſhall be a ſupreme executive magi- 
irate, who ſhall be ſtiled, The Governor 
of Maſſachuſetts; and whoſe title ſhall be, His Excellency. 
IF; The Governor ſhall be choſen annually : And no per- 


fon ſhall be eligible to this office, unleſs at the time of his 


election, he ſhall have been an inhabitant of this common: 
wealth,” for ſeven years next preceding ; and unleſs he 
mall, at the ſame time, be ſeized im his own right, of: 


freehold within the commonwealth, of the value of one 


thouſand pdunds; and unleſs he ſhall declare himſelf to be 
bf the Chriſtian religion. 

III. Thoſe perſons who ſhall be qualified to vote for {e- 
nators and repreſentatives within the ſeveral towns of thus 
tommonwealth, ſhall, at a meeting to be called for tha 

urpoſe, on the firſt Monday of April annually, give in 


their votes for a Governor, to the ſelectmen, who ſhall pre- 


Hide at ſuch meetings; and the town-clerk, in the preſence 
and with the affiſtance of the ſelectmen, ſhall, in open town- 
meeting, ſort and count 'the votes, and form a liſt of the 
perſons voted for, with the number of votes for. each perſo 
againſt his name; and ſhall make a fair record of the ſam? 
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in the town books, and a public declaration thereof in ſaid 


eeting; aud ſhall, in the preſence of the inhabitants, ieal 
up copies of the ſaid liſt, atteſted by him and the ſelectmen, 


and tranſmit the ſame to the ſheriff of the county, thirty 
days at leaſt before the laſt Wedneſday in May; and the 


ſheriff ſhall tranimit the ſame to the ſecretary's office, 
ſeventeen days at leaſt before the ſaid laſt Wedneſday in 
May; or the ſele&men may cauſe returns of the ſame to be 
made to the otfice of the ſecretary of the commo:nwealth, 
ſeventeen days at leaſt before the ſaid day; and t ie ſecreta- 
ry ihall lay the ſame before the ſenate, and the houſe of re- 
preſentatives, on the laſt Wedneſday in May, to be by them 
examined : And in caſe of an election by a majority of all 
the votes returned, the choice ſhall be by them declared and 
publiihed : Bat if no perion ſhall have a majority of votes, 
the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall, by ballot, elect two out of 
four perſons, wao had the higheſt number of vores. if 0 
many ſhall have been voted for; and make return o the 
ſenate of the two Perſons lo elected; on which the e ine 
hall proceed, by ballot to elect one, who {hall be declared 
Governor. : | 

IV. The Governor ſhall have authority, from time to 
time, at his difcrecion, to aſſemble and call together the 
couniellors of the commonwealth for the time being; and 
the Governnor, with the ſaid counſellors, or five ot them 
at leait, hall, and may, from time to time, hold and keep 
a council, for the ordering and directing the affairs of the 
commonwealth, agreably to the conititution, and the laws 
of the land. . | 

V. The Governor, with the advice of council, ſhall have 
fall power and authority, during the ſeſſion of the general 
court, to adjourn or prorogue the ſame, to any time the 
to houſes ſhall defire ; and to diſſolve the ſame, oa the day 
next preceding the laſt Wedneſday in May; and in the re- 
ceſs of the ſaid court, to prorogue the ſame, from time to 
time, not exceeding ninety days in any one receſs ; and tö 
call it together ſooner than the tm? to which it may be ad- 
jour ne lor prorogued , if the welſare of the commonwealth 


ſhall require the ſame : Aad in caſe of any infectious diſ- 


temper prevailing in the place waere the ſaid court is next 
at any time to convene, or any other caue happening, where 
by danger may ariſe to the health or lives of the members 
D from 
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from their attendance, he may direct the ſeſſion to be hel 
at ſome other the moſt convenient place within the ſtate. 


And the Governor ſhall diſſolve the ſaid general court on 
the day next preceding the laſt Wedneſday in May. 


VI. In cafes of diſagreement; between the two houſes; 
with regard to the neceſſity, expedieney, or time of ad- 
journment, or prorogation, the Governor, with advice of 
the council, ſhall have a right to adjourn or prorogve- the 
general court, not exceeding ninety days, as he ſhall de- 
termine the public good ſhall require 


VII. The Governor of this commonwealth, for the time {| 


being, ſhall be the commander in chief of the army and 
navy, and of all the military forces of the ſtate, by ſea and 
and 3 and ſhall have full power by himielf, Or by any com- 


mander, or other officer or officers, from time to time. to 


train; inſtruc, exerciſe and um the militia and navy, 
1 ſafety of the commonwealth, 
o aſſemble in martial array, and put in warlike poſture, the: 


. nhabitants thereef, and to lead and conduct them, and 


with them to encounter, repel, reſiſt, expel, and purſue, 


by force of arms, as well by ſea as by land, within or with- 
out the limits of this commonwealth, and alſo to kill, ſlay, 


Her ca 


el, o 
= :tranſ] 


oblis, 
their 
Tal ce 
trans 
Part ( 
ently 

VI 
perſo: 


peach 


with 


grant 
Toni 


| -withf] 


and deſtroy if neceſſary, and conquer, by alb fitting ways, 


enterprizes, and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch per- 
ſon and perſons, as ſhall, at any time hereafter, in a hoſtile 
manner, attempt or enterprige the deſtruction, invaſion, de- 
triment, or annoyance of this commonwealth ; and to uſe 
and exerciſe over the army and navy, and over the militia. 
in actual ſervice, the law-martial, in time of war or inva- 
fon, and alſo in time of rebellion,” declared by the legiſ- 
lature to exiſt, as occaſion ſhall neceſſarily require; and ta 
take and ſurprize by all ways and means whatſoever, all 
and every ſuch perſon or perſons, with their ſhips, arms, 
ammunition, and other goods, as ſhall, in a hoſtile man- 
ner; invade, or attempt the invading, conquering, or an- 
noying this commons*vealth ; and that the Governor be en- 

ruſted with a!l-thefe' and other powers, incident to the of- 
fices of Captaii:-getieral and Commander in Chief, and 


Admiral, to be exerved-agreeably to the rules and regula- 


ons of the conſtitution; and-the laws of the land, and not 
therwiſe. 3 
Aro ided, that the ſaid Governor ſhall not, at any time 


hereafter, 


3 | elæcte 
of th 


there! 


nomt 
Jeaſt ſ 
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their 
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ifter, | 
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kercafter, by virtue of any power by this conftitution grant- 


el, or hereafter to be granted to him by the legiſlature, 
11 tranſport any of the inhabitants of this commonwealth, or 


oblige them to march out of the limits of the ſame, without 
their free and yoluntary conſent, or the conſent of the gene- 
ral court; except ſo far as may be neceſſary to march or 
tranſport them by land or water for the defence of ſuch 


part of the ſtate, to which they canuot otherwiſe conveni- 


| ently have accels. | 


VIII. The power of pardoning offegges, except ſuch as 
perſons may be convicted of before the ſenate by an im- 
peachment of the houſe, thall be in the Governor, by. and 


with the advice of council: But no charter of pardon, 
granted by the Governor, with advice of the council, before 
cConviction, ſhall avail the party pleading the ſame, not- 

{ withſtanding any general or particular expreſſions contained. 
C therein, deferiptive of the offeace or offences intended to he 


pardoned. | | 3 
IX. All judicial officers, the attorney- general, the ſoli- 


FCitor- general, all ſneriffs, coroaors, and regiſters of probate, 


call be nominated and appointed by the Governor, by and 
With the advice and co2:ent of the council; and every ſuch 


nomination ſhall be made by the Governor, and made at 


Yeaſt ſeven days prior to ſuch appointment. 


X. The captains and ſubalterns of the miktia, ſhall be 


elected by the written votes of the train band and alarm liſt 
of their reſpective companies, of twenty-one years of 


age 
and upwards : The field officers of regiments ſhall be elekl. 
ed by the written votes of the captains and ſubalterns of 
their reſpective regiments : The brigadiers ſhali he elected 
in like manner, by the field officers vf their reſpective bri- 
gades: And ſuch oificers, ſo elected, Hall be commiſſioned 
by the Governor, who ſhall determine heir rank. 
The legitliture ſhall, by ſtanding laws, direct the time 
and manner of conveniag the electorz, and of collecting 
votes, and of certifying tothe Governor the officers elected. 
Ihe major-generals ſhall be appointed by the ſenate and 
Houſe of repreſentatives, each having a negative upon the 
other; and be commiſſioned by the Governor. | 
An1if the eleQors of brigaliers, field officers, captains 
or ſubalterns, ſhall neglect or refuſe to make ſuch elections. 
aſter being duly notified, according to the laws for the time 
| being, 


x 
* < 5 


being, then the Governor, with advice of council, ſhall ape, 


| r, Wi 
Point ſuitable perſons to fill ſuch offices. 9 bets; a 
And no officer, duly commiſſioned to command in the mi- 
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nor - 


eat. 
litia, ſhall be removed from his office, but by the adareis f And 
| both houſes to the Governor, or by fair trial in court-marti- WE munica 
ul, purſuant to the laws of the commonwealth for the time WM; ng the 
being. 1 public 
The commanding officers of regiments hall appoint their MF XII. 
adjutants and quartermaſters ; tne brigadiers their brigade BW Could 
majors; and the major-generals their aids; and the Gover- ; hers of 
nor ſhall appoiat the adjutant-general. = 6:pport 
The Governor, with advice of council, ſhall appoint als che ber 
officers of the continental army, whom by the lederne 4 Itention 
of the United States it is provided that this commonwealthi J concer 
mall appoint, as allo all oilicers of forts and garriſons. 3 comme 
The diviſions of the militia into brigades, regiments and i is n 
companies, made in purſuance of the militia laws now in ry, ar 
force, ſhall be conſidered as the proper diviſions of the mili. tor the 
tia of this commonwealth, until the fame ſhall be altered in Ar mal 
purſuance of ſome future law. the co 
XI. No monies ſhall be iſſued out cf the rreaſury of thi Farv by 
commonwealth, and diſpoſed of (except ſach ſums as may; Per 
be appropriated for the redemption of bills of credit or ed by 
treaſurers notes, or for the payment of intereſts ariſing there- WW An 
on) but by warrant under the hand of the Governor for the 8 © en 
time being, with the advice and conſent of the council, for time, 
the 2 ary defence and ſupport of the common wealth; and 
for the protection and preſervation of the inhabitants there. 
of, agreeably to the acts and reſolves of the general court. 
XII. All public boards, the commiſſary=general, all ſu- LI 
perintending olkcers of public magazines and ſtores, be- 
longing to this commonwealth, and all commanding officer; Ar 
of forts and garriſons within the ſame, ſhall once in ever, Gove 
three months, officially, and without requiſition, and a: dle 
other times, when required by the Governor, deliver to him poin 
an accoant of all goods, ſtores, proviſions, ammunition, N Weal 
cannon with their appendages, and imall arms with their day 
accoutrements, and of all other public property whatever WWF tne « 
under their care reſpectively ; diſtinguithing the quantity, WI of a 
number, quality and kind of each, as particalacty as may the. 
be; together with the condition of ſuch forts and garrifons And 
And the ſaid commanding officer ſhall exhubit to the Gover- all 1 
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* 


ll ap. Mor, when required by him, a true and exact plan of ſuch 


Morts, and of the land and fea, or harbour or harbours adja- 
he mi- '2 ent. - 
reis of And the ſaid boards, and all public officers, ſnall com- 


marii- | 


* municate to the Governor, as ſoon as may be after receiv- 
2 "time | 


ing the ſame, all letters, diſpatches, and intelligence of a 
public nature, which ſhall be directed to them reipectively. 
XIII. As the public good requires that the Governcr 
ſuould not be under the undue influence of any of the me m- 
bers of the general coart, by a dependance on them for kis 
ſupport— that he ſhould in all cates, act with freedom ſor 
the benefit of the public that he ſnould not have Eis atten- 
n tention neceſſarily diverted from that object to his private 
wealth 1 concerns and that he ſhould inaintain the dignity of the 
5. commonwealth in the character of its chief magiſtra sc 
ts and it is neceſſary that he ſhould have an honourable ſtated ſala- 
ow in ry, and of a fixed and permament value, amply ſufcie-t 
- mili- for thoſe purpoſes, and cab, iched by ſtanding laws: And 
red in it thall be among the firſt acts of the general court, after 
the commencement of this conſtitution, to eſtabliſh ſuch ſal- 


f this Hary by law accordingly. 


t their 
rigade 
30V<I- 
int all 9 
ration * 


s may; Permanent and honourable ſalaries ſhall alſo be eftabliſt- 
Ay 1 Pet. A | . = 5 » . no 8 

dit 0: ed by law for the juſtices of the ſupreme judicial .ourt. 
there- Andif it ſhall be ound that any of the {alaries aforeſai, 
for the 


b 9 eſtabliſned, are inſufficient, they ſhajl, from time to 
il, fer time, be enlarged as the general court ſhall judge proper. 
1; and „ | 


therc- CE na Þ HS 8-6; 1h 


ourt. | 

Ul fu- LEED FENANT- GO-YERN:O-R. 
S, be- | | | | | 
facers Ait. I. THERE ſhall be annually elected a Lieutenant- 
ever, Governor of the cornmonsealth of Maflachuſetts, whoſe ti 
nd at cle ſhall be, lis Hzzour ; and who ſnall be qualied, in 


to him 


O mm ; Point of religion, property, and reſidence in the commo::- 
Ution, 


galth, in the ſame manner with the Governor . And the 


1 their day and manner of his election, and the qualifications of 

atever BF the electors ſhall be the ſame as are required in the election 

ntity, of a Governor. The return of the votes for this officer, and 
may the declaration of his election, ſhall be in the fame manner : 

ions : And if no one perſon ſhall be found to have a majority of 

z0Ver- all the votes returned, the Vacancy ſhall be filled by the | 
nor, | 


ſenza 
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ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, H the ſame manner as | Whine 
the Governor is to be elected, in caſe no perion ſhall MW cam 
have a majority of the votes of the people to be Governor. Gove! 
UI. The Governor, and in his abſence the Lieutenant- IV. 
governor, ſhall be preſident of the council, but ſhall have an) on 
no vote in council : And the Lieutenant. governor hall . V. 
always be a member of the council, except when the chair corded 
ct the Governor ſha!l be vacant. and th 
III. Whenever the chair of the Governor ſhall be vacant, of the 
by reaſon of his death, or abſence from the common wealth, infert! 
or otherwiſe ; the Licutenant-governor for the time bei: ng. 9 VI. 
mall, during ſuch vacancy, perform all the duties incum- ant- go 
bent upon che Governor, and ſhall have and excerciſe all the or othe 
powers and authorities which by this conſtitution the Go- ſhall, | 
vernor is veſted with when r preſent. to do, 
| ; things, 
C H AP. II. 8 c 1, III. & or coul 
they ot 


'C 0 UNCHIL, and _ Aawer of ſettling Elections VII. 


this cor 
the two 


Art. I. There ſhall be a council for adviſing the Gover- that da 


the Legiſlature. © 


nor in the executive part of government, to conſiſt of nine until] t 
perſons, beſides the Lieutenant-governor, whom the Go- ions fh: 
vernor for the time being, ſhall have full power and author- hall fir 
ity, froin time to time, at his difcretion, to aſſemble and mall th 
cal! together. And the Governor, with the ſaid counſellors, of them 
cr five of them at leaſt, ſhall and may from time to time, ſhall pr 
bold and keep a council, for the ordering and directing the BF 
affairs of the commonwealth, according to the laws of the 
Land. 
II. Nine e {hall be annually choſen from among 
the perſons returned fcr counſellors and ſenators, on the lai: 
Wedneſday in May, by the joint ballot of the ſenators and Art. 
repreſentatives aſſe mbled in one room: And in caſe there and the 
Mall not be found upon the firſt choice, the whole number of hicers, (| 
_ ning perſons who will accept a ſeat in the council, the de- ers anc 
Gciency ſhall be made up by the electors aforeſaid from a- ens of 
Bong the people at large; and the number of ſenators deft ume, th 
ſhall conſtitute the ſenate for the year. 'The ſeats of the 9 


perſons thus elected from the ſenate, and accepting trust. 
Gall be vacated in the ſenate, 


ceiver-g 
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3 III. The counſellors, in the civil arrangements of the 
= camoawealth; ſhall have rank next after the Licutenants 
Governor. | | | 

FF Iv. Not more than two counſellors ſhall b 
any one diſtrict of this commorwealth. 
4 V. The reſolutions and advice of the council ſhall be re- 


air corded in a regiſter, and ſigned by the members preſent ; 


e choſzn out of 


and this record may be called for at any time by either houſe 
int, of the legiſlature ; and any member of the council may 
lth, infert his opinion, contrary to the reiolution of the majority. 
ng, VI. Whenever the office of the Governor and Lieuten- 


1m- ME ant-governor ſhall be vacant, by reaſon of death, abſence, 
the or otherwiſe, then the council, or the major part of them, 
Go- KF ſhall, during ſuch vacancy, have full pawer and authority, 
do do, and execute, all and every ſuch acts, matters and 
things, as the Governor or the Lieutenant Governor might 

or could, by virtue of this conſtitution, do or execute, if 
they or either af them, were perſonally preſent. : 

s by | VII. And whereas the elections appointed to be made by 
this conſtitution, on the laſt Wedneſday in May annually,by 

the two houſes of the legiſlature, may not be compleated on 

ver- that day, the ſaid electioa may be adjourned from day today 
nine untill the ſame ſhall be compleated. And the order of ele&. 
Go- ions ſhall be as follows: the vacancies in theſenate, if any, 
thor- Pall firſt be filled up: the Governor, Lieutenant-governor 
ang hall then be elected, provided there ſhould be no choice 
lors, of them by the people: And afterwards the two Houſes 


ny ſhall proceed to the election of the council. 
1 ; e H A P. II. Sz c Te WW. 


Secretary, Treaſurer, Cemmiſſary, &c. 


At. I. THE ſecretary, treaſurer and receiver general, 
and the commiſſary general, notaries-public, and naval of- 
ficers, ſhall be choſen annually, by joint ballot of the ſena- 
tors and repreſentatives in one room. And that the citi- 
zens of this commonwealth may be aſſured, from time to 
time, that the monies remaining in the public treaſury, up- 
on the ſettlement and liquidation of the public accounts, are 
their property no man ſhall be eligible as treaſurer and re- 
e1ver-general more than five years ſuceeflively, 


. 
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H 
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II. The records of the commonwealth ſhall be kept in termi 
the office of the ſecretary, who may appoint his A lade mall, 
for whoſe conduct he mall be accountable, and he ſhall at. 9 
tend the Governor and council, the ſenate and houſe of re. 
preſentatives, in perion or by his deputies, as they ſhall re. = _ 
Cry require, : D 
CHAPTER III. 3 
. | of th 
T.UD {C4 4 RT PO W-£ N annuz 
== houſe 
Ar. I. THE tenure, that all commiſſion officers 3 to ſer 
by law have in their offices ſhall be expreſſed in their re None 
ſpective commiſſions, all judicial officers, duly appointed, comm. 
commiſſioned and ſworn, ſhall hold their offices duriag gr eat 
| d behaviour, excepting ſuch concerning whom there i 1 any t 
E rent proviſion made in this conſtitution : Provided ne- is fonec 
vertheleis, the Governor, with conſent of the council, ma, 
remove them upon the addreſs of both houſes of the legit! 1 
lature. . . 
II. Each branch of the legiſlature, ; as well as the Gover.“ TY | The 2 
nor and council ſhall have authority to require the opinion * 
of the juſtices of the ſupreme judicial court, upon impor 79 
tant queſtions of law, and upon ſolemn occaſions. 
IH. In order that the people may not ſuffer from 6 
long continuance in place of any juſtice of the peace, whollh 
ſhall fail of diſcharging the important duties of his offt 2 
with ability and fidelity, all commiſſions of juſtices of th .. Ar; 
peace ſhall expire and become void, in the term of ſev ly as 
years from their reſpective dates; and upon the expiratioſ the fo 
of any commiſſion, the ſame may, if neceſſary, be reney ing 
ed, or another perſon appointed, as ſhall moſt conduce to 18 _ 
weil-being of the commonwealth. IE 2 
IV. The judges of probate of wills, and for granting 5 nd l 
letters of adminiſtration, ſhall hold their courts at ſuch place ** 8 
or places, on fixed days, as the convenience of the people OS 
Thall require. And the legiſlature ſhall, from time u this a) 
dime, hereaſter appoint ſuch times and places; until which tt 
"appointments, the ſaid courts ſhall be holden at the time . of 
und places which the reſpective judges ſhall direct. 8 A 
V. All cauſes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and ai ach 
appeals from the judges of probate ſhall be heard and de. eges, 
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termined by the Governor and council, until the legiflatufs 


5 „. 
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Duties, mall, by la make other proviſion. 


all at- 


CHAPTER IV. 
D E * 2 G 4 7 1 8 in E ONG RE $ §. 
1 T HE dele ates of this commonwealth to the Con reſs 
of the United States, ſhall; ſometime in the month of June 


annually, be elected by the joint ballot of the ſenate and 
houſe of repreſentatives, aſſembled together in one room; 


to ſerve in Congrels for one year, to commence on the firſt 
Monday in November then next enſuing. They ſhall have 
F 7:3 pry Aran under the hand of the Governor, and the 
great ſeal of the commonwealth ; but may be recalled at 
% any time within the year, and others choſen and commiſ- 


0 . 


ſioned, in the ſame manner, in their ſtead. 


e legit f 
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The U niverſity of C ambridge , and E ncouragerent of Litira- 


ture, oc. 
8 S r 1 n Þ 
The UNIVERSITY: 


. Art. I. WHERE As our wiſe and pions anceſtors, fo ear- 
ly as the year one thouſand ſix hundred and thirty-ſix, laid 


the foundation of Harvard- college, in which univerſity many 


1 * 


2 of great eminence have by the bleſſing of God- 


een initiated in thoſe arts and ſciences, which qualified 


| them for public employments, both in church and ftate : 


And whereas the encouragement of, arts and ſciences, and 
all good literature, tends to the honour of God, the d- 
vantage of the Chriſtian religion, and the great benefit of 
this and the other United States of America—lt is declared, 
that the Preſident and Fellows of Harvard-C ollege, in their 


Corporate capacity, and their ſucceſſors in that capacity, 


their officers and ſervants, ſhall have hold, uſe, exerciſe and 
enjoy all the wers, authorities, rights, liberties, privi- 
ich they now have or 


2 


leges, immunities and franchiſes, w 
>a K are 


the ſame are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the 
ſaid preſident and fellows of Harvard-college, and to their 


os 3 et, — UND —— 2 — — K 
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are entitled to have, hold, uſe, exerciſe and enjoy: And q 


ſucceſſors, and to their othcers and ſervants, reſpectively, #8 


forever. ; 


H. And whereas there have been at ſundry times, by di- wo 
vers perſons, gifts, grants, deviſes of houſes, lands, tene- WM nerall 
ments, goods, chattels, legacies and .conveyances, hereto. WM the p 
fore made, either to Harvard-coliege, in Cambridge, in WR deper 
New-England, or to the preſident and féllows of Harvard: Wt edaca 
college, or to the ſaid college, by ſome other deſcription, un- the di 
der | Feb charters ſucceflively : It is declared, that all  legiil: 
the ſaid gifts, grants, deviſes, legacies, and conveyances, comm 
are hereby forever confirmed to the preſident and fellows of ſcienc 
Harvard- college, and to the ir ſucceſſors in the capacity a- ¶ . verſit 
foreſaid, according to the true intent and meaning of the in the 
donor or donors, grantor or grantors, deviſor or deviſors. ſtituti 


III. And whereas, by an act of the general- court of tie agric 


colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, paſſed in the year one thou and z 


ſand fix hundred and forty-two, the Goverhor and Deputy. incule 


? 
> o 

Fan” 

P 


vernor for the time being, and all the magiſtrates of that + public 
juriſdiction, were, with the preſident, and a number of tie was and p 
clergy in the ſaid act deſcribed, conſtituted the overſeers of 1 and a 


Harvard- college: And it being neceſſary, in this new con- peopl 
ſtitution of government, to aſcertain who ſhall be deemed 
ſucceſſors to the ſaid Governor,, Deputy-governor, and 3 
magiſtrates : It is declared, that the Governor, Licuten-® 
ant-governor, council, and ſenate of this commonwealth, WF ©3145 
are, and ſhall be deemed their ſaccefivrs ; who, with the WF 0% 
preſident of Harvard- college, for the time being, together WF Co 
with the miniſters of the congregational chirehes, in the © 
the towns of Cambridge, Watertown, Charleſtowir, Boſton, Co: 
| Roxbury, and Dorcheſter, mentioned in the ſaid act, ſhall F 
be, and hereby are, veſted with all the powers and au- Art 
thority belonging, or in any way appertaining, to the o- -verno 
verſeers of Harvard-college ; provided, that nothing herc- W trutt, 
in ſhall be conſtrued to prevent the legiſlature of this com- place 
monwealth, from making ſuch alterations in the govern- on, v1 
ment of the ſaid univerſity, as ſhall be conducive to its ad- 
vantage, and the intereſt of the A N of letters, in as Fon 
full a manner as might have been done by the legiſlature eized 
of the province of Maſſachu- ſetts-Bay. | quirec 
ks | nr. Place. 


Conflitution of Maſſachufetts. | | FW 
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tively, The Encouragement of Literature. 


by di- YVISDOM and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffuſed ge- 
, tene- nerally among the body of the people, being neceſſary for 
hereto- WF the preſervation of their rights and liberties ; and as theſe 
ge, in depend on ſpreading the opportunities and advantages of 
rvard- edacatioa, in the various parts of the country, and among 
on, un- the different orders of the people, it ſhall be the duty of the 
ut all legiſlatures and magiſtrates, in all future periods of this 
ances, commoawealth, to Pariſh the intereſts of literature and the 
lows of ſciences, and all ſeminaries of them; eſpecially the Uni- 
City a- . verſity at Cambridge, public ſchools, and grammar ſchools 
of the in the towns; to encourage private ſocieties and public in- 
ors. ſtitutions, rewards and immunities, for the promotion of 
of tlie agriculture, arts, ſcience, commerce, trades, manufactures, 
thou and a natural hiſtory of the country; to countenance and 
eputy. inculcate the principles of hamanity and general benevolence 
of that public and private charity, induſtry and frugality, honeſty 
and punctuality in their dealings ; ſincerity, good humour, 
and all ſocial affections, and generous ſentiments among the 


* 


( 


1 

of tue 
eers of br 
con- Peop le. 


eemed | 

euten- Oe” | e 

ealth, ¶ Oatbs and Subſcriptions ; Jacompatibility of any Excluffon from 
th the Offices ; Pecuniary Qualifications ; Commiſſions ; Writs 3 
gether Confirmation of Laws ; Habeas Corpus; The Enatting Stile; 
in the Continuance of officers ; Provifion for a future Revijal of the 
zoſton, _ Conftitution. 7ööͥͤĩð] a go | a a 

, ſhall Þ Ta 

d au- Art. 1 Any perſon choſen Governor, or Lieutenant-go- 


the o- vernor, counſellor, ſenator, or repreſentative, acce ting the 

here- MW truſt, ſhall, before he proceed to execute the duties of his 
* . . ; . 

com- place or office, make and ſubſcribe the following declarati- 


Vern- | O:1, V1Z. 


ts ad- I. A. B. do declare, that believe the chriſtian reli- 
3 a6; $10, and have a firm perſuaſion of its truth; and that T 2m 
lature eized and poſſeſſed, in my own right, of the property re- 


.quired by the conſtitution as one qualification for the office oc 
Ar. Place to which 1 am elected.“ 
ans 4p 
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queen, or-government of Great-Britain, {as the caſe may be) I 
MR every other foreign power whatſoever : And that no 


FRY 
8% 
2 


ſhall make and ſubſcribe the jaid declaration, in the preſe ice 9 
of the two houſes of aſſembly; and the ſenators and repre- 
ſentatives firſt elected under this conſtitution, before the pre- 
fident and five of the council of the former conſtitution, 


and forever afterwards before the Governor and council for || 


And the Governor, Lieutenant-governor and. counfſellory 


the time being, 


And every perſon choſen to either of the places or offices 
aforeſaid, as alſo any perſon appointed or commiſlioned to 
any judicial, executive, military, or other office' under the 
vernment, ſhall, before he enters on the diſcharge of the 
puſineſs of his place or oftice, take and ſubſcribe the follow- M 
ing declaration, and oaths or affirmations, viz.—  _ 
ye 1 1, A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, profeſs, g 
any and declare, that the ' commonwealth ot Maffichu- WM 
ects is, and of right ought to be, a free, ſovereign and in- 


5 
3B 
* * * 


tile attempts whatſoever : And that Ido renounce and ab? 
n 98 3 as . 1 
jure all allegiance, ſubjection and obedience to the king, 


! 


| reign prince, perſon, prelate, ſtate or potentate, hath, or 1 
ought to have, any juriſdiction, ſuperiority, pre- eminence, 
authority diſpenſing or other power, in any matter, civil, % 
eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, within this commonwealth ; except 
the authority wh, pas: which is or may be veſted by their Ml 
conſtituents in the Congreſs of the United States: And I do 


_ xy, 


further teſtify and declare, that no man or body of men hath | 
or. can have any right to abſolve or diſcharge me from the 


obligation of this oath, declaration or affirmation ; and that 


1 do make yhis acknowledgement, profeſſion, teſtimony, de- 
claration, denial, denounciation and abjuratiion, heartily. 
and truly, according to the common, meaning and accep- | 
ation, of the ſoregoing words, without any equiyocation, | 
ental evaſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſoever.* $0 help | 
: w& At ECARD e enen eee 

fre God.“ : En | 
J, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear and affirm, that I will faith | 
fully and impartially diſcharge and perform, all the, duties 
incumbent; on me as according to the beſt of | 
y abilities and underſtanding, agreeable to the rules and 
at regularign) | 


r * be . « * * 
. bu & os - 


dependent ſtate ; and 1 do ſwear, that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the ſaid commonwealth, and that I will 

| bt * x d „ 12 . Tore? os ol . 8 8 
detend the {ſame againſt traiterous conſpiracies and all hoſ- 
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regulations of the conſtitution, and the laws of this com- 


Wmonwealth. So help me God.“ 


Provided always, that when any perſon choſen or ap- 


pointed as aforeſaid, ihall be of the denomination of the 
| people called Quakers, and ſhall decline taking the ſaid 
We oath3, he ſhall make his affirmation in the foregoing form, 


3 | 2 79 
and ſubſcribe the ſame, omitting the words, 6 * do _ 
* and abjure,”* ©* oath or, 'i i ang abjuration,” in the fir 


oath ; and in the ſecond oath, the words, Avear and 250 
and in each of them the words, „ So help me Ced; ) ſub- 
joining inſtead thereof, ** This J dp under the pains and penal- 
res of perjury, | 


And the {aid oaths or affirmations ſhall be taken and ſub- 
ſcribed by the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, and anger 
{ellors, before the preſident of the ſenate, in the preſence 
the twa houſes of aſſembly 1 and by the ſenators and re- 
preientatives firſt elected under this conſtitution, before the 
preiident and five of the cquncil of the former conſtitution 3 
and for ever afterwards before the Governor and council 
for 'the time being; And by the n ſidue of the officers afore- 
ſaid, before ſuch perſons and in ſuch manner as from time 
to time ſhall be preſcribed hy the legiſſatyre, | h 
II. No (Joverhor, Lieutenant-goyernar, ar judge of the 
{upreme judicial court, ſhall hold any other atfice or place, 
under the authority of this commanwealth, except ſuch as 
by this conſtitution they axe admitted tg hald, ſaying that 
the judges of the ſaid court may hald the offices of ſton 
of the peace thraugh the ſtats ; nor ſhall they hold any | 
other. place or office, on receive any penſion or ſalary from 
qny otner ſtate, or gavernment, or pawer whatever, 

No perſon ſhall he capable of holding or exerciſing at the 
ſame time, more than ane uf the fallowing offices within 
this ſtate, yiz. judge of probate, ſheriff, regiſter of pro- 
bate, or regiſter af deeds, and never mare than any two of- 
fices, which are ta be held Dy appaintment af the Governor, 
or the Governor and gouncil, or the ſenate, or the houſe of 
repreſentatives, ar by the election of the people of the ſtate 
at large, ar. of the people of any county, military offices, 

nd the affice of juſtice of the peace excepted, ſhall be held 
by one perſon, 


9 No p ern holding the office of judge of the 2 8 21 
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dicial court, ſecretary, attorney-gener# Glicitor-general, 


treaſurer or receiver- general, judge of LE, commiſſa- 


ed to, and accepting the ſame, ſhall operate as a reſigna- 
tion of their ſeat in the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives, 
and the place fo vacated ſhall be filled up. 


. * 


And the fame rule ſhall take place an caſe any judge of 
the ſaid ſupreme judicial court, or judge of probate, ſhall 
| form o 
ing C 


accept a ſeat in council; or any couniellor ſhall accept af 
either of thoſe offices or place.. 
And no perſon ſhall ever be admitted to hold a ſeat in the 
legiſlature, or any office or truſt of importance under the go- 
vernment of this commonwealth, who ſhall, in the due 
courſe of law, have been convicted of bribery or corruption, 
in obtaining an election or appointment. | 
III. In caſes where ſums of money are mentioned in this 
conſtitution, the value thereof ſhall be computed in ſilver, 
at ſix ſhillings and eight-pence per ounce: And it ſhall be 
in the power of the legiſlature from time to time to increaſe 
ſuch qualifications, as to property, of the perſons to be e- 
lected into offices, as the circumſtances of the common- 
wealth ſhall require. | „„ 5 
IV. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the com- 
monwealth of Maſſachuſetts, ſigned by the Governor and 
atteſted by the ſecretary or his deputy, and have the great 
Jeal of the commonwealth affixed thereto. _ | 


V. All writs 'ifluing out of the clerk's office in any of the 


egourts of law, ſhall be in the name of the commonwealth 
of Maſſachuſetts: They ſhall be under the ſeal of the court 
from whence they iſſue: They ſhall bear teſt of the firſt 
Juſtice of the court to which they ſhall be returnable, who 
is not a party, and be figned by the clerk of ſuch court. 
VI. All the laws which have heretofore been adopted 
uſed and approved in the province, colony, or ftate of Maſ- 
Fachuſetts-Bay, and uſually practiſed oa in the courts of law, 
Mall ſtill remain and be in fall force, untill altered or re- 
pealed 


Y 3 9 us 
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— 


pealed | 


Tc pugn; 
I WE titutio! 
ry-general; preſident, profeſſor, or in}. actor of Harvard. 
college; ſheriff, clerk of the houſe of repreſentatives, re- 
giſter of probate, regiſter of deeds, clerk of the ſupreme i 
Judicial-court, clerk of the inferior court of common-pleas, Þ 
or officer of the cuſtoms, including in this deſcription naval 
officers, ſhall at the ſame time have a ſeat in the ſenate or | 
houſe of repreſentatives ; but their .heing choſen or appoint- | 
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pealed by the legiſlature ; ſuch parts only excepted, as are 


neral, WW epugnant to the rights and liberties contained in this con- 
vard- VII- The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas- 
s, re- corpus ſhall be enjoyed in this commonwealth, in the moſt 
preme free, eaſy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner; and 
pleas, WW ſhall not be ſuſpended by the legiſlature, except upon the 
naval WT moſt urgent amt prefling occaſions, and for a limited time, 
ate or WW not exceeding twelve montss. 
z0int- RF. VIII. The enacting ftile, in making and paſſing all acts, 
ſigna-ſtatutes and laws, ſhall, be Be it enacted by the ſenate 
tives, And houſe of repreſentatives in general court aſſembled, and 
by the authority of the ſame. „ | 
ge of X- To the end there may be no failure of juſtice, or 
ſhall danger ariſe to the commonwealth, from a change of the 


form of government, —all officers, civil and military, hold5 
ing commiſſions. under the government and people of 


n the Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-Tngland, and all other officers 
e go- of the ſaid government and E at the ſame time this con- 
due ſtitution ſhall take effect, ſhall have, hold, uſe, exerciſe, 
tion, and enjoy, all the powers and authority to them granted 
| 6r committed, until other perſons thall be appointed in their 
this ſtead *, Ant all courts of law ſhall proceed in the execution 
Iver of the buſineſs of their reſpective departments; and all the 
Il bs executive and legiſlative officers, bodies and powers, ſhall 
reale continue in full force, in the enjoyment and exerciſe of all 
e e- their truſts, employments and authority ; until the general 
non- court, and the ſupreme executive officers under this conſti- 
: tution, are deſignated and inveſted with their reſpe&ive 
om- truſts, powers and authority. 
and X. In order the more effectually to adhere to the princi- 
reat ples of the conſtitution; and to correct thoſe violations which 


buy any means may be made therein, as well as to form ſuch 
"the alterations as from experience ſhall be found neceſſary, the 


alth general court, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one 
burt thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- five, ſhall iſſue precepts 
firft to the ſelectmen of the ſeveral towns, and to the aſſeſlors _ 
wie of the unincorporated plantations, directing them to con- 


vene the qualified voters of their reſpective towns and 
ted plantatzons, for the purpoſe of collecting their ſentiments 


-». *2 4 CE: 


. 


46 Bhat of Rhote-Hland: 
on the neceſſity or expediency of reviſing the conflitution; 


in order to amendments. _ | ; 
Andi if it ſhall appear by the f̃eturñs made; that two thirds | 
bf the qualified voters thfoughout the ſtate, who ſhall af- 
ſemble and vote in conſequetice of the ſaid ptecepts, are in 


galled 
ence | 
in Am 
mi ids, 
odly « 


favour of ſuch reviſion or amendment, the general court ſhall Ohriſti 
iſſue precepts, or direct them to be iſſued from the ſecreta. ¶ ther w. 
ry's office, to the ſevefal tons to elect delegates to meet in borant 
convention for the purpoſe aforeſaid. © cere pr 

The ſaid delegates to be choſen in the fame manner and did not 
proportion as their repreſentatives in the ſecond branch of 79yal p 
the legiſlature, are by this conſtitution to be choſen. ” * 

er 


XI. This form of government ſhall be enrolled on parch- 4 . 
ment, and depoſited in the ſecretary's office, and be a 2 Parts. 

of the laws of the land; and printed copies thereof ſhall 8 which 
be prefixed to the book containing the laws of this common - ing ab 


wealth, in all futufe editions of the faid laws. Prehen 
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Rnope-IsLand CHARTER, granted by King Charles WW creaſed 
II. in the Fourteenth Year of his Reign. chaſe a 


Ruintadecima pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis Caroli Securi fuch lai 
: | Quintodecimo. conven 
5 „ „ 4 
HARLEs the Second, by the grate of God, &c. Toll very cc 
to all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting omme 
"Whereas we have been informed by the petition of our Yance | 
truſty and well beloved ſubjects, John Clark, on the be. ®771to1 

Half of Benjamin Arnold, William Brenton, William Cod - aud fri 
ington, Nicholas Eaſton, William Boulſton; John Porter, ſet ind 
fohn Smith, Samuel Gorton; John Weeks, Roger Wil-“ to ſubj 
ams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Coggeſhall ÞY> 35 
Tofeph Clark, Randall Floulden, John Greene, Jchi upon tl 
Roome, Samuel Wifdbore, William Field, James Barker MW nel to 
Lichard Tew, Thomas Harris, and William Dyre, and the te / h; 
teſt of the purchaſers, and free inkabitants of dur iſland 


9 
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t 


$alled Rhode-Ifland, and the reſt of the colony of Provi- 
dence Plantations, in the Narraganſet-bay in New-England 
in America, That they, purſuing with peace and loyal 
mi ids, their ſober, .ſerious, and religious intentions, of 
odly edifyiag themſelves, and one another, in the noly 
hriſtian faith and worſhip as they were perſuaded, toge- 
ther with the gaining over and converſion of the poor 1g- 
norant Indian natives, in thoſe parts of America, to the ſin- 
cere profeſſion and obedience of the ſame faith and worſhip, 
did not only by the content and good-encouragement of our 
royal progeaitors, tranſport themſelves out of this kingdom 
of England into America; but alio fince their arrival there, 
ES after their firſt ſettlement amongſt other our ſubjects in thoſe 
parts, for the avoiding of diſcord, and thoſe many evils 
BY which were likely to enſue upon thoſe our ſubjects, not be- 
ing able to bear in thoſe remote parts, their different ap- 
prehenſions in religious concernments ; and in purſuance of, 
ENT the aforeſaid ends, did once again leave their deſirable ſta- 
tions and habitations, and with exceſſive labour and travel, 
: hazard and charge, did traniplant themſelves into the midſt 
of the Indian, natives, who, as we are informed, are the 
| molt potent princes and people of all that country ; where, 
by the good providence of God, (from whom the plantations 
have taken their name) upon their lab our and induſtry, they 
have not oaly been preſerved to admiration, but have in- 


'harle! i creaſed and proſpered, and are ſeized and poſſeſſed by pur- 
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| chaſe and conſent of the ſaid natives, to their full content, of 
$:-11:3 ſuch lands, iſlands, rivers, harbaurs, and roads, as are very 
convenient both for plantations, and alſo for building of ſhips, 

= ſupply of pipe-ſtaves, and other merchandiſe, and which lie 


C. Tel very commodious in many reſpe&s for commerce, and to ac- 
eeting,| commodate our ſouthern, plantations, and may much ad- 
of our Yance the trade of this our realm, and greatly enlarge the 
he be. territories thereof; they having, by near neighbourhood to, 
n Cog. and friendly ſociety with, the great body of the Narragan- 


Porter, ſet indians, given them encouragement; of their own accord, 
r Wil. to ſubject themſelves, their people and lands, untous ; where- 
veſhall;i by, as is hoped, there may, in time, by the bleſſing of God 
„ Joly upon their endeavours, be laid a ſure foundation of happi- 
Barker, nejs to all America. And whereas, in their humble addreſs, 
and the ey havs freely declared, that it is much on their hearts 
F iſland ED 1 . (if 
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(if they be permitted) to hold forth a lively experiment, 
that a moſt flouriſhing civil ſtate may ſtand, and beſt be 
maintained, and that among our Engliſh ſubje&s, with a 
full liberty in religious concernments, and that true piety, 
rightly grounded upon goſpel principles, will give the beſt | 
and greateſt ſecurity to ſovereignty, and will lay in the 
hearts of men the ſtrongeſt obligations to true loyalty : Now, MCorpore 
know ye, that we _ willing to 1 the hopeful tioned 
undertaking of our ſaid loyal and loving ſubje&s, and to our ſpe 
ſecure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment of all their have 
civil and religious rights appertaining to them, as our loy. {MW preien 
ing ſubjects; and to preſerve unto them that liberty in. the WF #itute, 
true Chriſtian faith, and worſhip of God, which they have ton, V 
ſought with ſo much travel, and with peaceable minds and nold, 
loyal ſubjection to our royal progenitors, and ourſelves to John 
enjoy; and becauſe ſome of the people and inhabitants of ney 
the ſame colony cannot, in their private opinion, conform Band 


to the public exerciſe of religion, according to tlie liturgy, Pyre, 


form and ceremonies of the church of England, or take or Thon 
ſubſcribe the baths and articles made and eſtabliſhed in that a 

behalf; and for that the ſame, by reaſon of the remote diſ-- *. are 
tances of thoſe places, will, as we hope, be no breach of the Pan 
unity and uniformity eſtabliſhed in this nation, have ther- in thu 


fore thought fit, and do hereby publiſh, grant, ordain, and if time 


declare, that our royal will and pleaſure is, That no per- Polit. 
ſon within the ſaid colony, at any time hereafter, ſhall be: Com 
any-wiſe moleſted, puniſhed, diſquieted, or called in queſti- reg 
on, for any differences in opinion in matters of religion, that 
who do not actually diſturb the civil peace of our ſaid colo- 1 
ny; but that all and every perſon and perſons may, from ab 0 
time to time, and at all times hereafter, freely and fully Ne 
have and enjoy his and their own judgments and conſci-.- 2 


enccs, in matters of religious concernments, throughout the © els, 

tract of land hereafter mentioned, they behaving them- 5 ny 

ſelves peaceably and quietly, and not uſing this Iiberty to orice 

licentiouſneſs and profaneneſs, nor to the civil injury or out- 2 

ward diſturbance of others, any law, ſtatute or clauſe there- Sihe 
in con tained, or to be contained, uſage or cuſtom of this Om 

realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. MF 4 
And that they may be in the better capacity to defend thems = 
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the Chriſtian faith, and others, in all reſpects, we have 
urther thought fit, and at the humble petition of the perſons 
xtoreſaid, are gracioully pleaſed to declare, that they ſhall 
have and enjoy the benefit of our late act of indemnity, and 
rce pardon as the reſt of our ſubjects in other our dominions & 
territories have ; and to,create & make them a body politic or 
corporate, with the P + hg or privileges hereinafter men- 
tioned : And accordingly, our will and pleaſure is, and of 
our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we 


have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by chefe 


preſents for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain, con- 


ſtitute, and declare, That they the ſaid William Bren- 
ton, William Coddington, Nicholas Eaſton, Benedict Ar- 
nold, William Boulſton, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, 
John Smith, John Weeks, Roger Williams, Thomas 
| Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Coggeſhall, Joſeph Clarke, 
. Randal Houlden, Jehn Greene, John Roome, William 
Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard Tew, William Field, 


ake r Thomas Harris, James Barker, Rainſborrow, 


„Williams, and John Nickſon, and all ſuch others 
as are now, or hereafter ſhall be admitted, free of the com- 
pany and ſociety of gur colony of Providence Plantations, 


in the Narraganſet-bay, in New England, ſhall be, from 
time to time, and forever hereafter, a body corporate ang 


o 


Politic, in fact and name, by the name of the Governor and 


Company of the Engliſh Colony of Rhode-Iſland, and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, in New-England, in America; and 


that by the ſame name, they and their ſucceſſors ſhall and 


may have perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and may be perſons 
able and capable in law to ſue and be ſued, to plead and be 
impleaded, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend 
| and to be defended, in all and fingular ſuits, cauſes, quar- 


rels, matters, actions, and things, of what kind and natuge 
ſoever ; and alſo to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and pur- 
. Chaſe lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or any goods or 


. chattels, and the ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bar- 


gain, ſel, and diſpoſe of, at their own will and pleaſure, as 
other our liege people of this our realm of England, or any 
corporation or body politic within the ſame, may lawfully 


ö | [- do ; and further, that they the ſaid Governor and Compa- 


ny, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall and may, for ever hereafter, 
. have 


. 
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have a common ſeal, to ſerve and ute tor all matters, cauſes, 


thing., and affairs whatſoever, of theni and their ſucceſlors; 
and the tame ſeal to alter, change, break, and make new 
from time to time, at their wil and pleaſure, as they ſhall 
think fit. And further, we will and ordain, and by theſe 
_ preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do declare and ap- 
hs that tor the better ordering and managing of the af- 
airs and bufineſs of the faid fompany and their ſucceſſors, 
there ſhall be'one Governor, one Leputy-governor, and 
ten aſſiſtants, to be from time to time conſtituted, elected; 
and choſen, out of the freemen of the ſaid company, for 
the time being, in ſuch manner and form as is here- 
after in theſe preſehts expreſſed; which ſaid officers ſhall 
apply themſelves to take care jor the beſt diſpoſing and or- 
dering of the general buſineſs and affairs of and concernin 
the lands hereditaments herein aftermentioned to be grant- 
ed, and the plantation thereof, and the government of the 
people there. And for the better execution of our royal 


' pleaſure herein, we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſ- 


ſign, name, conſtitute and appoint, the aforeſaid Benedict 
Arnold to be the firſt and preſent Governor of the {aid com- 
pany, and the ſaid William Brenton to be the Deputy-go- 
vernor, and the faid William Boulſton, John Porter, Roger 
Williams, Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John 
Coggeſhall, James Barker, William Field, and Joſeph 
Clarke, to be the ten preſent aſſiſtants of the ſaid compa- 
ny, to continue m the ſaid ſeveral offices reſpectively, until 
the firſt Wedneiday which ſhall be in the month of May 
now next coming. And further, we will, and by theſe pre- 
feats, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain and grant, 
that the Governor of the ſaid company, for 'the time be- 
ing, or in his abſence, by occaſion of ſickneſs, or other- 
wiſe, by his leave or permiſſion, the Deputy-governor, for 
the time being, ſhall and may, from time to time, upon all 
occaſions, give order for the aſſembling of the taid compa- 
ny, and calling them together, to conſult and adviſe of the 
buſineſs and affairs of the ſaid company; and that for ever 
hereafter, twice in every year, that is to ſay, on every firſt 
Wedneiday in the month of May, and on every laſt Wed- 


neſday in October, or oftener, in caſe it ſhall be requiſite, 


the aflitants, and ſuch of the freemen af the {aid compa; 
„ 55 bo 5 : | £39 | 7 
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y, not exceeding fix perſons for Newport, four perſons 
2 each of the reſpective towns of Providence, Portimouth, 


and Warwick, and two perſons for each other place, wwn 


or city, who ſhall be from time to time thereunto elected 


vr deputed by the major part of the freemen of the re- 


ſpective towns or places. for which they ſhall be ſo 
elected or deputed, ſhall have a general meeting or af- 


fembly, then and there to conſult, adviſe and determine, in 
and about affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid company and 


plantations, And. further, we do of our eſpecial grace, 


certain knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto 


the ſaid Governor and company of the Engliſh colony of 
Rhode-ifland and Providence Plantations, in New-England, 
in America, and their ſucceſſors, That the Governor, or 
in his abſence, or by his. permiſſion, the Deputy-governor 
of the ſaid company for the time being, the aſſiſtants, and 


fuch of the freemen of the ſaid company, as ſhall be ſo a- 
foreſaid elected or deputed, or ſo many of them as ſhall be 


reſent at ſuch meeting er aſſembly, as aforeſaid, ſhall be 


L led the General Aﬀembly ; and that they, or greateſt part 


of them then preſent, whereof the Governor, or Deputy- 


2 


2383 and fix of the aſſiſtants at leaſt, to be ſeven, 
all have, and have hereby given and granted unto them, 
full power and authority, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, to appoint, alter, and change ſuch days, 
times and places of meeting, and general aſſembly, as they 


fall think fit, and to chuſe, nominate, and appoint ſuch. and 


ſo many perſons as they ſhal] think fit, and ſhall be willing 


to accept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid company and body- 
politic, and them into the ſame to admit, and to elect, and 
conſtitute ſuch offices and officers, and to grant ſuch need- 
fal commiſſions as they ſhall think fit and requiſite, for or- 
dering, managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of the ſaid 
Governor and company, and their ſucceſſors; and from 


time to time, to make, ordain, conſtitute, or repeal, ſuch 


laws, ſtatutes, orders and ordinances, forms and ceremo- 
nies of government and magiſtracy, as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet, for the good and welfare of the ſaid company, and 
for the government and ordering of the lands and heredita- 
ments herein after mentioned to be granted, and of the peo- 
ple that do, or at any time hereaſter ſhall inhabit, or be 
7 within 
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| 
within the ſame ; ſo as ſuch laws, ordinances, and conſti- 
tutions, ſo made, be not contrary and repugnant unto, but 
as near as may be, agrecable to the laws of this our realm of 
England, conſidering the nature and conſtitution of the place 


and people there; and alſo, to appoint, order, and direct, 


erect and ſettle ſuch places and courts of juriſdiction, for 
hearing and vr aj. ot all actions, caſes, matters and 
things, happening within the {id colony and plantation, and 
which ſhall be in erg and depending there, as they ſhall 
think fit; and alſo to diſtinguiſh. and ſet forth the ſeveral 
names and titles, duties, powers and limits, of each court, 
office and officer, ſuperior and inſerior; and alſo, to con- 
trive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and atteſtations, not 
repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable, as aforeſaid, to 
the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as are convenient 


and requiſite, with reſpect to the due adminiſtration of juſ- 


Tice, and due execution and diſcharge of all offices and places 


of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be therein concerned; 
and alſo to regulate and order the way and manner of all 
elections to offices and places of truſt, and to,preſcribe, li- 
mit and diſtinguiſh the number and bounds herein after 
mentioned, and not herein, particularly named, who have 
-or ſhall have the power of electing and ſending of freemen 
| $0 the ſaid general aſſembly ; and alſo to order, direct and 
-authoriſe, - impoſing of lawful and reaſonable fines, mulcts, 
impriſonments, and executing other puuiſhments, pecuni- 


Ary and corporal, upon offenders & delinquents, according to 
tthe courſe of other corporations, within this our kingdom 


f England; and again, to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, 


zunder their common ſeal, or otherwiſe, ſuch a, mul, 


Ampriſonments, ſentences, judgments and condemnations, 
as ſhall be thought fit; and to direct, rule, order and dif, 
tof all other matters and things, and particularly that which 
welates to the making of purchaſes of the native indians, 
zas to them ſhall ſeem meet; whereby our ſaid people and 
:nhabitants in the ſaid plantations, may be io . 
peaceably, and civilly governed, as that by their good life, 
and orderly converſation, they may win and invite the na- 
tive indians of the country, to the knowledge and obedi- 
ence of the only true God and Saviour of mankind ; willing, 
eommanding and requiring, and by theſe preſents, for us, 
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dur heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaining and appointing, that all- 
ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orders and ordinances, inſtructions, 
impoſitions and directions, as ſha!l be ſo made by the Go- 
yernor, L; puty, aſſiſtants and freemen, or ſuch number of: 
them as aforeſaid, and publiſhed in writing under their com-* 
mon ſea], ſhall be carefully. and*duly obſerved; kept, per- 
formed, and put in execution, according to the true intent” 
and meaning of the ſame. - And theſe our letters patents, or 
the duplicate or exemplification thereof, ſhall be to all and · 
every ſuch officers, ſuperior or inferior, from time to time, 
for the putting of the ſame orders, laws, ſtatates, ordi-+ 
nances, inſtructions and directions, in due execution agrinſt 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and diſ-" 
charge. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do- 
hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſn and ordain, 
That yearly, once in the year for ever hereafter, namely, 
the aforeſaid Wedneſday in May, and at the town of New - 
poſt, or elſewhere if urgent occaſion do require, the Go- 
vernor, Deputy-governor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, 
and other officers of the ſaid company, or ſuch of them as- 
the general aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be in the ſaid ge- 
neral court or aſſembly, to be held from that day or time, 
newly choſen for the year enſuing, by the greater part of the- 
ſaid company for the time being, as ſhall be then and there 
preſent. And if it ſhall happen, that the preſent Governor, 
Deputy-governor, and aſſiſtants, by theſe preſents appoint- 
ed, or any ſuch who fhall hereafter be newly choſen into their: 
rooms, or any of them, or any. other the officers of the 
ſaid company ſhall die, or be removed from his or their” 
ſeveral offices or places, before the ſaid general day, of elec- 
tion, (whom we do hereby declare for any miſdemeanor? 
or default, to be removable by the Governor, aſſiſtants and 
company, or ſuch greater part of them, in any of the ſaid: 
public courts to be aſſembled, as aforeſaid) that then, and ins 
every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the- 
ſaid Governor, Deputy-governor, aſſiſtants, and companys 
aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be aſſembled, as 
is aforeſaid, in any of their aſſemblies, to proceed to a new 
election of-one or more of their company, in the room on 
place, rooms or places, of ſuch officer or: officers, ſo dying, 
or removed · according to- their directions- And 3 5 
ways 8 ately: 
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Beh, upon and after ſuch election or elections made of ſuck 
vernor, Deputy-gover nor, aſſiſtant or aſſiſtants, or any 
dther officer of the ſaid company, in manner and form afore- 
ſaid, the authority, office and power before given to the 
former Governor, Deputy-governor, and other officer and 


+ officers ſo removed, in whofe ſtead and place new ſhall be 
choſen, ſhall, as to him and them, and every of them re- 


ſpectively, ecaſt and determine: Provided always, and our 
will and pleaſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe pre- 
Fan oppointed to be the preſcat Governor, Deputy-gover- 
nor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, as thoſe which ſhall 
ſucceed them, and all other officers to be appointed and 
Choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall; before the undertaking the execu- 
mou of the ſaid offices and places reſpectively, give their ſo- 
emn engagement by oath or otherwiſe, for the due and 
faithful performance of their duties, in their ſeveral offices 
3nd places, before ſuch perſon or perſons as are_by theſe 


that is to ſay) the ſaid Benedict Arnold, who is herein be- 
dre nominated and appointed the preſent Governor of the 


fee hereafter appointed to take and receive the ſame ; 


| faid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid engagement before 
William Brenton, or any two of the ſaid aſſiſtants of the 


ſaid company, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give 
fall power and authority to require and, receive the ſame ; 
and the ſaid William Brenton, who is hereby before nomi- 
nated and appointed the preſent Deputy-governor of the ſaid 
company, ſhall give the aforeſaid engagement before the, 


faid Benedict Arnold, or any two of the aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
company, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give 


full power and authority to require and receive the ſame ; 
and the ſaid William Boulſton, John Porter, Roger Willi- 


ams, Thomas Olney, wag &nith, John Greene, John 
Coggeſhall, James 8 William Field, and Joſeph 
Clarke, who are herein before nominated and appointed 
the preſent aſſiſtants of the company, ſhall give the ſaid en- 
A wage to their offices and places reſpectively belonging, 

ore the ſaid Benedict Arnold and William Brenton or 
one of them, to whom reſpeQively we do hereby give full 
power and authority to 
ſame. And further, our will and pleaſure is, that all and 
every other future (Gdvernor, or Win be 


uire, adminiſter or receive the 


elected i 
the ſaid 


ants of 


do, by t 
quire, a 
ants anc 
officers, 
preſents 


to their 


| Govern 


which ſ 
preſent: 
ter or re 
for us, « 
Govern 
ſeats, t 
of the 
Goverr 
and m 
juſtice, 
to uſe, 
orders, 
the lav 
fore gi 
to be 
aſſem 
ſaid. 
give a 
their { 
lawful 
Deput 
time | 
nat fat 
many 
them 
traini 
affair: 
tions 
every 
that \ 
ſence 


| Governor, or Deputy-governor, for the time N uato 
Y 


8 * 


 Chartes of Rhode-Iftand. — 
dlefted ind choſen by virtue of theſe preſents, mall give 
the ſaid engagement before two or more of the ſaid aiſiſt- 


ants of the ſaid conipany for the time beiag, unto whom we 


do, by theſe preſents, give full power and authority to re- 
quire, adminiſter and receive the ſame ; and the ſaid aſſiſt- 
ants and every of them, and all and every other officer or 
officers, to be hereafter elected and choſen by virtue of theſe 
preſents, from time to time, ſhall give the like engagements 
to their offices and places reſpectively belonging, before the 


which ſaid Goveraor, or Deputy-governor, we do by theſe 
preſents give full power and authority to require, adminiſ- 
ter or receive the ſame accordingly. And we do likewiſe, 
for us, our heirs and lucceſſors, give and grant unto tae ſaid 
Governor and company, and their Fer by theſe pre- 
ſents, that for the more peaceable and orderly goverament 
of the ſaid plantations; it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Governor, Deputy-governor, aſſiſtants, and all other officets 
and miniſters of the ſaid company, in the adminiſtration o 
juſtice, and exerciſe of government, in the ſaid plantations, 
to uſe, exerciſe, and put in execution, ſuch methods, rules, 
orders, and dire&ions, not being contrary and repugnant to 
the laws and ſtatutes of tnis our realm, as have been hereto- 
fore given, uſed, and accuſtomed: in ſuch caſes reſpectively, 
to be put in 288 until at the next, or ſome other general 
aſſembly, eſpecial proviſion ſhall be made in the caſes afore- 
ſaid. And we do further, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
give and grant unto the ſaid Governor and company, and 
their ſucceſſors, by theſe preients, that it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the ſaid Governor, ar in his abſence the 
Deputy-governor, and major part of the ſaid aſſiſtants for the 
time being, at any time, nen the ſaid general aſſembly is 
not fitting, to nontinate, appoint and conſtitute ſuch and ſa 
many Commanders, Governors, and military officers, as to 
them ſhall ſeem requiſite, for the leading, conducting, and 
training up. the inhabitants of the ſaiꝙ pla itatio is ia m tial 
affairs, and for the defence and ſafeguard of the {aid pla w a- 
tions ; and that it.ſhall and may he lawful to and for ail a 1d 
every ſuch Commander, Governor, and military officer, 
that ſhall be ſo as aforeſaid, or by the Governor, or in lis ab- 
ſence. the Deputy-governor, and ſix of. the aſſiſtants, aud 
major part of the nn {aid company, prelent at 
| any 
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any general aſſemblies, nomir.ated, appointed and conftitid. 
ed, according to the tenure of his and their reſpective com- 
miſſions and directions, to aſſemble, exerciſe in arms, mar- 
tial, array, and put in warlike poſture, the inhabitants of 
the ſaid colony, for their eſpecial defence and ſafety ; and 
to lead and conduct the ſaid inhabitants, and to encounter, 
repulſe; and reſiſt by force of arms, as well by ſea as by 
land, to kill, lay and deſtroy, by all keying ways ente rprizes 
and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, 
as ſhall at any time hereafter attempt or enterprize the deſ- 
truction, invaſion, detriment or annoyance of the ſaid inha- 
itants or plantations ; and to uſe and exerciſe the law mar- 
al, in ſuch caſes only as occaſion ſhall neceſſarily require; 
and to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways and means whatſoever, 
all and every ſuch perſon and perſons, with their ſhip or 
ſhips, armour, ammunition, or other goods of ſuch perſons 
as ſhall in hoſtile manner invade or attempt the defeating of 
the ſaid plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid company and in- 
habitants ; and upon juſt cauſes to invade and deſtroy the 
natives, Indians, or other enemies of the ſaid colony. Ne- 
vertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare, 
to the reſt of our colonies in New-England, that it thall not 
be lawful for this our ſaid colony of Rhode- Iſland and Provi- 


dence Plantations in America, in New-England, to invade 


the natives inhabiting within the bounds & limits of their ſaid 
colonies, without the knowledge & conſent of the ſaid other co- 
Tonies, And it is hereby declared, that it ſhall not be lawful 


to or for the reſt.of the colonies to invade or moleſt the na- 
tive Indians, or any other inhabitants, inhabiting within the 


bounds or limits hereafter mentioned, (they. having ſubjec- 
ted themſelves unto us, and being by us taken into our ſpe- 
cial protection) without the knowledge and conſent of the 
Governor and company of our colony of Rhode-Iſland and 
Providence Plantation. Alſo eur will and pleafure is, and 
we do hereby declare unto all Chriſtian kings, princes and 
Rates, that if any perſon, which ſhall hereafter be of che 
ſaid company or plantation, or any other by appointment of 


the ſaid Governor and company, for the time being, ſhall at + 
any time or times hereafter,” rob or ſpoil, by ſea or land, 
er do any hurt, or unlawful hoſtility, to any of the ſub- 


Jects of us, our heirs and ſſucceſſors, or to any of the ſub- 
Je of any N or inte, being. then, in leagpe; ne 
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gur heirs and ſucceſſors ; upon complaint of ſuch injury done 
to any ſuch prince or ſtate, or their ſubjects, we, our heigs 


fits of and ſucceſſors, will make open proclamation, within any 


and 


unter, 


is by 
prizes 
rſons, 
deſ- 


inha- 
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parts of our realm of England, fit for that purpoſe, that 
the perſon or perſons committing any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, 
ſhall, within the time limited by ſuch proclamation, make 
full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries done. or 
committed, ſo as the ſaid prince, or others fo complaining, 
may be fully ſatisfied and contented ; and if the ſaid perſon 
vr perſons, who ſhall commit any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, 
mal not make ſatis faction accordingly, within ſuch time fo 
to be limited, that then we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, will 
put ſuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance and protec- 
tion ; and that then it ſhall and may be lawful and free for 
all princes or others, to proſecute with hoſtility ſuch offen- 
ders, and every of them, their and every of their procurers, 
aiders, abettors and counſellors, in that behalf. Provided 
alſo, and our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we do by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and ap- 
point, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner hinder 
any of our loving ſuhjects whatſoever, from uling and ex- 
erciſiag the 3 of fiſhing upon the coaſt of New-Eng- 
land, in America, but that they, and every or any of them, 
wall have a full and free power and liberty to continue and 
ue the trade of h{hing upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas 
hereunto adjoining, or any arms of the fea, or ſalt-water, 
rivers and creeks, where they have been accuſtomed to 
f(h, and to build and ſet up the waſte land belonging to 
the ſaid colony and plantations, ſuch wharfs, ſtages, and 
work-houſes as ſhill be neceſſary for the ſalting, drying and 
k22ping of their fiſh, to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt. 
Ind further, for the encouragement of the inhabitants of 
„nr faid colony of Providence Plantation, to ſet upon the 
hufineſs of taking whales, it ſhall be lawful for them, or 
any of them, having ſtruck a whale, dubertus, or other 
great fiſh, it or them to purſue into that coaſt, and ints 
ay bay, river, cove, creek or ſhore, belonging thereto, 
and it or them, upon the ſaid coaſt, or in the ſaid bay, ri- 
ver, Cove, creek, or ſhore belonging thereto, to kill and 
order for the beſt advantage, without moleftation, they 
making no wilful waſte or ſpoil ; any thing in theſe preſents 
contained, or any other matter or thing to the contrary not- 
$ | withſtanding. 
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4 
withſlanding. And further alſo, we are graciouſly pleafed, 
and do hereby declare, that if any of the inhabitants of our 


ſaid colony do ſet upon the planting of vineyards, (the foil 
and climate both ſeeming naturally to-concur to the pro- 
duction of wines) or be induſtrious in the diſcovery of 1 
| Inp-banks, in or about the ſaid colony, we will, from time 
to time, give and allow all que and fitting encopragement 
therein, as to others in-caſes of like nature. And further, 
of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, we have given and granted, and by*theſe preſents, 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſars, do give and grant, unto the 
ſaid Governor and company of the F 
Iſland and Providence Plantation in the Narraganſet bay in 
New-England, in America, and to every-inhabitant there, 
and toevery perſon and perſons trading thither, and toevery 
ſuch perſon or perſons, as are or ſhall be free of the ſaid 
colony, tull power and authority from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, to take, ſhip, tranſport, and carry 
away out of any of our realms and dominions, for and toward; 
the plantation and defence' of the ſaid colony, ſuch and 
fo many of our loving ſubjects and ſtrangers, as ſhall or 
will willingly accompany: them in and to their ſaid colon 
and plantation, except ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall 
be therein reſtrained by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any 
law or ſtatute of this realm; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport 
ali and all manner of gopds, chattels, merchandiſe, and other 
things whacſoever, that are or ſhall be uſeful and neceſſary 
for the ſaid.. plantations, and defence thereof, and uſually 
tranipor ted, and not prohibited by any law or ſtatute 4 
this our reaim ; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and 
fuccc ſſors, ſuch the duties, cuſtoms and ſubſidies, 'as are or 
ought to be paid or payable. for the ſaine. And further, 
Our will and pleaſure is, and we do, fof us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, ordain, declare, and grant, unto the ſaid Gover- 


nor and company, and their ſucceſſors, that all and every 


the ſubjects of us our heirs and ſucceſſors, which are al- 
ready planted and ſettled within our ſaid colony of Provi- 
dence Plantations, or which ſhall ' hereafter go to inhabit 
within the ſaid colony, and all and every of their children 
which have been born there, or which ſhall happen hereaf- 
ter to be horn there, or on the ſea going thither or return- 
ing from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberies and im- 
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munities of free and natural ſubjects, within any the domi, 
nions of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to all intents conſtruc- 
tions and purpoſes whatſveyer, as if they and everyof them 
were born within the realm of England. And further know 
ye, that we, of our more abundant grace, certain know- 
lodge, and mere motion, have given, granted, and confirm- 
ed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
do give, grant and confirm, unto the ſaid Governor and 
company, and their ſucceſſors, all that part of our domi- 
nions, in New England, in America, containing the Na- 
hantick and Nanhyganſett, alias Narraganſet-bay, and 
countries and parts adjacent, bounded on the Weſt, or wel. . 
terly, to the middle or channel of a river there, commonly 
called and known by the name of Pawcatuck alias Pawcaw- 
tuck river, and fo along the ſaid river, as the greater or mid- 
dle ſtream thereof reacheth or lies up into the North country, 
northward unto the head thereof, and from thence by a 
ſtrait line drawn due North, until it meet with the South 
line of the Maſſachuſetts colony, and on the North or nor- 
therly, by the aforeſaid South or ſoutherly line of the Maſ- 
ſachuſetts colony or plantation, and extending towards the 
Eaſt or eaſterly three Engliſh miles, to the Eaſt and North- 
eaſt of the moſt eaſtern and North-eaſtern parts of the a- 
foreſaid Narraganſet-bay, as the ſaid bay lieth or extend- 
eth itſelf from the ocean on the South or ſouthwardly, un- 
to the mouth of the river which runneth towards the town 
of Providence, and from thence along the eaſtwardly fide 
or bank of the ſaid river (higher. called by the name of 
Seacunck river) up to the falls called Patucket falls, being. 
the moſt weſtwardly line of Plymouth colony; and fo from 


the ſaid falls, in a ſtrait line due North, until it meet with 


the aforeſaid line of the Maſſachuſetts colony, and bound- 
ed on the South by the ocean, and in particular the lande 
belonging to the town of Providence, Patuxit, Warwick, 
Miſquammacock, alias Pawcatuck, and the reſt upon the 
main land, in the tract aforeſaid, together with Rhode- 
Iſland, Block-Iſland and all the reſt of the iſlands and 
banks in the Narraganſet-bay, and bordering upon the 
coaſt of the tract aforeſaid, (Fiſher's-Iſland only eccepted) 
together with all firm lands, ſoils, grounds, havens, ports, 
rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines royal, and all other mines, 


minerals, precious ſtones, quarries, woods, wood-grounds, 


| ; 
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ocks, flates, and all and fingylar other commodities, 


juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, pre-emi: 
nece, and hereditaments whatioever, within the laid tract, 
bounds, lands, and iſlands aforeſaid, to them or any of 


them belonging, or in aay-wiſe appertainins. To have 
and to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid Governdr and com- 


pany, and their ſucceſſors for ever, upon truſt, for the 
uſe and benefit of themſelves and their aſſociates, free- 
men of the ſaid colony, their heirs and afligns. To be 
holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as of the man- 
or of Eaſt- Greenwich, in our county of Kent, in free and 
common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knight's 
ſervice. Vielding and paying therefore to us, our heirs 


and ſucceſſors, only the fifth part of all the ore of gold 


and filver, which from time to time, and at all times here- 


after, ſhall be there gotten, had or chtained, in lieu and ſa- 
tisfaction of all ſervices, duties, fines, forfeitures, made or 


to be made, claims or demands whatſoever, ts be to us, our 
heirs or ſucceſſors, therefore or thereabout rendered, made 
or paid ; any grant or clauſe, in a late grant to the Gover- 


nor and company of Connecticut colony in America, to the 


contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding ; the aforeſaid 
Pawcatuck river having been yielded after much debate, 


for the fixed and certain bounds between theſe our ſaid co- 


lonies by the agents thereof, who have alſo agreed, that the 
ſaid Pawcatuck river ſhall alſo be called alias Norraganſet or 
Narraganſet river, and to prevent future diſputes that other- 
wiſe might ariſe thereby, for ever hereafter ſhall be conftru- 
ed, deemed and taken to be the Narraganſet river, in our 


late grant to Connecticut colony, mentioned as the eaſterly 
bounds of that colony. And further, our will and pleaſure 


is, that in all matters of public controverſies, which may fall 


out between our colony of Providence Plantation, to make 


their appeal therein to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for re- 
dreſs in ſuch caſes, within this our realm of England; and 


that it ſhall be lawful to and for the inhabitants of the ſaid 
colony of Providence Plantations, without let or moleſtation, 


to paſs and repaſs with freedom into and throughout the reſt 
Englith colonies, upon their lawful and civil occaſions, and 
to converſe, and hold commerce and trade with ſuch of the 
inhabitants of our other Engliſh colonies, as ſhall be willing 


to admit them thereunto, they behaving themſelves peace- 


ably 
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«bly among them ; any act, clauſe, or ſentence, in any of 


the ſaid colonies provided, or that iball be provided, to the 


coatrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. And laſtly, we do 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and grant unto the 
laid Governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, by theſe 
preſents, that theſe our letters patent, ſhall be firm, good, 
effectual, and available, in all things in the law, to all intents, 
conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, according to our true 
intent and meaning herein before declared; and, ſhall be 
conſtrued, reputed and adjudged in all caſes, moſt favour- 
ably on the behalf, and for the beſt benefit and behoof of 
the ſaid Governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, altho? 
expreſs mention, &c. In witneſs, Sc. wi neſs, Ge. 5 

| | Per Ipjum Regen. 
_ [Since the commencement of hoſtilities by Great-Britain, 


the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations has | 


not aſſumed a form of government diiterent from that con- 
tained in the foregoing charter, For in that, the King 
ceded to the Governor and. company, all powers, legiſlative, 
executive, and judicial, referving to himſelf, as an acknow- 


ledgement of his ſovereignty, a render of the fifth part of 


the gold and filver ore that ſhould be found within the terri- 
tory.” 'Fhe Governor, chief magiſtrates, and legiſlators are 
choſen by the freemen as uſual, and all judicial and executive 
oilicers are annually elected by the Governor and company, 
or upper and lower houſe of aſſembly. All proceſſes origin- 
al and judicial, formerly iſſued in the king's name, but they 
now iſſue in the name of the Governor and company. The 
oaths of allegiance and of office are made contormable te 
the principles of the revolution. The Governor, in his le- 


giſlative capacity, cannot give a negative to any act of the 


one voice only. - 1 
. The ſtate is divided into five counties, in each of which 
there is a court of common-pleas and general ſeſſions of the 


two houſes; but, in common with the other magiſtrates, has 


peace, held twice every year, for the trial of all cauſes, not 


capital, that ariſe within their limits; from which an appeal 
lies, from the ſuperior court of judicature, court of aſſize 
and general jail delivery, whoſe juriſdiction extends over the 
whole ſtate, and who alſo fit twice a year in each county. 
The conſtitution admits not of religious eſtabliſhments, any 
farther than depends upon the voluntary choice W 
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may be filled 4 by the general court. 
er alſo, for reaſons ſatisfactory to them, to grant: ſuſpenſion, 

l reprieve, in capital and cri- 

minal caſes. The 2 court has two ſtated ſeſfions an- 


may call the aſſembly, on ſpecial emergencies, to meet at 
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als. All men profeſſing one Supreme Being, are equally 
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ONNECTICUT is divided into fix counties, and each 
(county is divided into a number of. towns. Each town 
has a right to ſend two repreſentatives to the general court 
or aſſembly. The general court conſiſts of two branches 
called the upper and lower houſe: The upper houſe is coni- 
poſed of the Governor, Deputy-governor, and twelve aſiſt- 
ants or counſellors ; and the lower h6uſe of the repreſenta, 


tives of the ſeveral towns. This court has the ſole power 


to make and repeal laws, grant levies, diſpoſe of lands 
belonging to the ſtate; to particular towns and perſons : To 
erect and ſtile judicatories and officers; as 4 ſnall ſee 
neceſſary for the good government of the people; and 
alſo to call to account any court, fiiagiſtrate, or other offi- 
cer, for any miſdemeanor or mal-adminiftration, and for 
juſt cauſe may fine, diſplace, or remove them, or deal 


; otherwiſe, as the nature of the caſe ſhall require; and deal 
Vr act in any other matter that concerns the good of the ſtate, 


treaſurer, and ſecretary, which ſh 
gt = court of election, unleſs there be any, vacancy 
hy reaſon of death or otherwiſe, after the election, whieli 
This court has pow 


except the election of Governor, ere aſſiſtants, 


releaſe, and jail delivery u 


nually, on the ſecond Thurſdays of May and October. 
The Governor, or in his abſence the Deputy-governor, 
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any other time. The Governor, Deputy-governor, afliſt- 
ants, and ſecretaxy, are annually elected on the ſecoad 
Thurſday in May. The repreſentatives are newly choſen 
for each ſtated ſeſſion. The judges and juſtices are annual- 
ly appointed by the general court ; the ſame perſons are 
commonly re-appointed from time to time during their ca- 
pacity to ſerve, unleſs guilty of miſbehaviour. The ſheriffs 
are appointed by the Governor and council, without li- 
mitation of time, but may be ſuperſeded by the authority 
that appoints them. The Goveroor for the time being is 
captain- general of the militia ; and the Depury-governor, 
lieutenaat-general ; the other general officers, and the field 
officers are appointed by the general court, and commiſſion- 
ed by the Governor: The captains and ſubalterns are 
choſen by the vote of the company and houſholders en 
within the limits of the company; the perſon ſo choſen muſt 
be approved by the general court, and commiſſioned by the 
Governor, before they have power to execute their offices. 
Al! the military officers hold their offices during the pleaſure 
of the aſſembly, nor can they reſign their commiiſions with- 
out leave of the captain-general, under penaity of doing 
duty in the ranks as private ſoldiers. , ol eg 
Te mode of ele ting the.. Governor, Deputy-governor,. 
aſſiſtants, treaſurer; arid ſecretary is, that the freemen ia the 
ſeveral towas meet on the Monday next after the firſt Tueſ- 
day in April annually (being the day appointed by law for 
taat purpoſe, and-chooſt5g repreſentatives) and give in their 
votes for the perſons they chooſe for ſaid offices reipeQively; 
with their names written on awpaper, which votes are re- 
ceived and ſealed up by a coritable in the freemen's meet- 
ing; the votes for each of ſaid offices in a different paper, 
writing on the out fide the name of the tqwn, and the of- 
fice for which the votes are given in, which 'are ſent by the 
repreſentatives to the general court, to be held on the ſecond. 
Thurſday of May next enſuing ; at which time, after the houſe. 
of repreſentatives have choſen a ſpeaker and clerk, a commit- 
tee is choſen of members of both houſes, to ſort and count the 
Votes, and declare the names of the perſons choſen to ſaid 
offices. And freemen qualified to vote for repreſentatives, 
Ec. may be elected to any office in the government, In. 
chooſing aſſiſtants twenty perſons. are nominated by the 
votes ef the freemen, giving = at their meeting for chooſs.. 


7 * wg 
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ing repreſentatives in September annually, and ſealed up 
and ſent to the general court in October then next, which“ 
are 


[ nted by a committee of both houſes, and the twenty Shilling: 
perſons who have the greateſt number of votes ſtand in no- minal 1 
mination, out of which number twelve. are to be cho'en aſ. lings, c 
fiſtants by the freemen, the next April, in manner afore the ſtoc] 
deſcribed. ; OW} This 
The qualifications requiſite to entitle a perſon to vote in tricts, 
election of the officers of government are, maturity in years, a judge 
uiet and peaceable behaviour, a civil couverſation, and on inte 
rty ſhillings freehold, gr forty pounds perſonal eſtate; if gering 
the ſelectmen of the town certify a perſon qualified in thoſe from a 
eſpeRts, he is admitted a freeman, on his taking an oath of The 
gt ͤœiHMWGGb..ĩ˙wĩ˙w ̃ꝛme . ns tel 0 teſpecti 
The names of all that are. this admitted, are enrolled in © 'The 
the town-clerk's office, and continue freemen during life, . court c 
unleſs disfranchiſed by a ſentence of the ſuperior court on county 
conviction of a miſdemeanou u. . to two 
The Governor tor in his abſence the Deputy-governor in two hi 
the upper houſe, and the ſpeaker in the lower houſe of aſ- neral a 
ſembly, have a caſting voice when the members of the re- All 
ſpective houſes, including the Governor and ſpeaker, are Ounty 
equally divided in opinion on any queſtion. to be o 
_ There is in this ſtate a ſuperior court, confiſting. of one has ab 
chief judge and four other, judges, which have authority in” the Ge 
all, criminal caſes, extending to life, limb, and baniſhment, * *. 
and to hear and determine all civil actions, brought by ap- 3 
peal from the county courts, or on writs of, error. This court 5 
alſo hath authority in all matters of divorce. 'Fhere are 
two ſtated ſeſſions of the ſupgrior court in each county an- 
nually. 8 ö . 1 
"la are alſo county confts:held in the ſeveral counties,“ 
conſiſting of one judge and four juſtices of the quorum, who The C 
have juriſdiction in ali criminal caſes, ariſing within their” * efta 
reſp: ctive counties, where the puniſhment does not extend ed | 
to life, limb, or baniſhment. The county couùrts alſo have: "> Bk 
original juriſdiction in all civil actions wherein the demand 1. 
enxceeds forty ſhillings- | Eos of e 
I The ſupexior and county courts try matters of fact by a deter! 
Jury, according to the courſe of the common lx. Þ teice 
Juſtices of the peace have authority to hear and deter-.. of th 
mine civil achons where the demand does not exceed forty by th 
nah | oy fillings,” 2 
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ſhillings. They alſo have authority in ſome caſes of a cri- 
minal nature, puniſhable by fine not exceeding forty ſhil- 
lings, or whipping not exceeding ten firipes, or fitting iu 
the ſtocks. _ a ; Pig 
This ftate is alſo divided into a number of probate diſ- 
tris, leſs then counties; in each of which is appointed 
a judge for the probate of wills, granting adminiſtration 
on inteſtate eſtates, appointing 'guardians for minors, or- 
gering diſtribution of inteſtate eſtates, &c. An appeal lies 
from I en of this eourt to the ſuperior court. i 
- The ſuperior; county, and probate courts, appoint their 
teſpective clerks. Bi ns Wee © | l 
The. general court has till very lately been the only 
court of chancery in this ſtate. But by a late law, the 
county courts determ ine matters of equity from five pounds 
to two hundred pounds value; the ſuperior court from 
two hundred to eight hundred pounds value; and the ge 
neral aſſembly all caſes exceeding the laſt mentioned ſum. 
All attornies at law are admitted and ſworn by the 
oounty courts'; there is no attorney-general, but there uſed _ 
to be one King's attorney in each county, but fince the King 
has abdicated-the government, they are now attornies to 


3 


the Governor and company. ). 
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The CQNSTITUTION of 2he State of New-York, 
" eftabliſhed by the Cox VENT ION, authorijed aud empower-" 
ed for that purpoſe, April 20, 1777. 
i. FF*HIS convention, in the name and by the autho- 
85 rity of the good people of this ſtate, doth ordain, 
determine, and dectare, that no authority ſhall, on any pre- 
tence whatever, be exerciſed over the people or members 
7 this tate, but ſuch as ſhall be derived / wg} and granted 
| "Mm. | | De „„ | 1 | 
ks conventioa doth qurther, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of th's Rate, ordain, deter- 
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mine, and declare, that the ſupreme legiſlative power, with- 
in this ſtate, ſhall be veſted in two leparate and diſtinct bo- 
dies of men; the one to be called, 7 ve Afembly of the State 
of' New-York ; the other to be called, The Senate of the State 
&f New-York ; who together ſhall form the legiſlature, and 
meet once at leaſt every year for the diipatch of buiineſs. 

3. And whereas, laws inconſiſtent with the {pirit of this 
conſtitution, or with the public good, may be haſtily and un- 
adviiedly paſſed ; be it ordained that the Governor for the 

time being, the chancellor, and the judges of the ſupreme 
court, or any two of them, together with the Governor, 
| ſhall be, and hereby are, conſtituted a council to revite all 


bills about to be paſſed into laws by the legiſiature, and for 


that purpoſe ſhall aſſemble themſelves, from time to time, 
when the legiſlature ſhall he convened ; for which never- 


_ theleſs, they ſhall not receive any ſalary or conſideration, 
under any pretence whatever. And that all bills, which 


have paſled the ſenate and afſembly, ſhall, before they be- 
come laws, be preſented to the ſaid council for their reviſal 
and conſide ration; and if upon ſuch reviſion and conſidera- 
tion, it ſhould appear improper to the ſaid council, or a 
majority of them, that the ſaid bill ſhould become a law of 
this ſtate, that the: return the ſame, together with their ob- 
8 thereto in writing, to the ſenate or houſe of aſſem- 

ly, in which ſo ever the ſame ſhall have originated, who 
wall enter the objeCtions ſent down by the council, at large, 

in their minutes, and proceed to reconſider the ſaid bill. 
But if after ſuch reconſideration, two thirds of the ſaid ſe- 


nate or houſe of aſſembly, ſhall, notwithſtanding the ſaid ob- 


jections, agree to paſs the ſame, it ſhall, together with the 
objections, be ſent to the other branch of the legiſlature, 
where it ſhall alſo be reconſidered, and if approved by two 
thirds of the members preſent ſhall be a law. * 
And an order to prevent any unneceſſary delays, be it 


further ordained, that if any bill ſhall not be returned by 


the council within ten days after it ſhall have been preſent- 
ed, the ſame ſhall be a law, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall, by 
their adjournment, render a return of the ſaid bill within 
ten days impracticable; in which caſe the bill ſhall be re- 
turned on the firſt day of the meeting of the legiſlature, af- 
ter the expiration of the ſaid ten days. ; 
4. That the aſſembly ſhall conſiſt of at leaſt ſeventy 
* 8 „ | members, 
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th. members, to be annually choſen in the ſeveral counties in, 


bo. the proportions following, viz. | . 
7 For the city and county of New- Vork, nine. 

ae The city and county of Albany, ten. 

and The county of Dutcheſs, /evex. 

2 The eounty of Weſtcheſter, /x. 

his The county of Ulſter, Ax. | 

__ Ihe county of Suffolk, jive. 

he The county of Queens, aur. 

1 The county of Orange, Hour. 

Y, The county of Kings, two. 

all The county of Richmond, be. 

" The county of Tryon, fix. 

© The county of Charlotte, four. 

as The county of Cumberland, three. 

n, The county of Glouceſter, /wo. . 
h 5. That as ſoon after the expiration of ſeven years, ſub- 
— ſequent to the termination of the preient war as may be, a 
i cenſus of the electors and inhabitants in this Rate be cas en, 
5 under the directior of the legiſlature. And it on ſuch cen- 
4 ſus, it ſhall appear, that the number of repreientatives in aſ- 
f ſembly from the ſaid counties, is not juſtly proportioneu to 
? the number of electors in the {aid counties reſpectively, that 
the legiſlature do adjuſt and apportioa the fame by mat 
ö rule. And further, that once in every ſeven years, after 


taking of the ſaid firſt cenſus, a juſt account ot tie e:cc- 
tars refident in each county ſhall be taken; and if it ſhall 


thereupon-appear, that the number of electors in any coun- 


» thall have increaſed or diminithed one or more ic ven- 
tieth parts of the whole number of eleQors, which on the 
ſaid firſt cenſus ſhall be found in this ſtate, the number of 
repreſentatives for ſuch county ſhall be increaſed or dimin- 


iſhed accordingly, that is to ſay, one repreſentative for eve- 


ry ſeventieth part as aforeſaid. 


6. And whereas an opinion hath long prevailed among 


divers of the good people of this ſtate, that voting at elec- 


tions by ballot, would tend more to preſerve the liberty and 
equal freedom of the people than voting viva voce. To the 


end therefore, that a fair experiment be made, which of 
thoſe two methods of voting is to be preferred: 
Be it ordained, that as ſoon as may be, after the termina- 


tion of the preſent war, between the United States of Ame- 


1 
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entitled to vote for repreſentatives in ai 


tpeaker, be judges of their own members, and enjoy the 
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rica and Great-Britain, an act or acts be paſſed by the le. 

iſlature of this ſtate, for cauſing all elections tliereatter to Be 
Feld in this ſtate, for ſenators and r-preientatives in aſ- 
ſembly, to be by ballot, and directing the manner in which 
the ſame ſhall be conducted. And whereas, it is pollible, 


| that after all the vare of the legiſlature, in framing the 


ſaid act or acts, certain inconvenicnces unforeſeen at this day, 
may be found to attend the ſaid mode of electing by ballot: 
It is further ordained, that if after a full and fair experi- 
ment ſhall be made of voting by ballot aforeſaid, the ſame 
Mall be found leſs conducive to the ſafety or intereſt of the 
fate, than the method of voting viva woce, it ſhall be law- 


ful and conftitutienal for the legiflature to aboliſh the ſame 5 


provided two thirds of the members preſent in each houſe, 
reſpectively ſhalł concur therein : And further, that, dur- 
ing the continuation of the preſent war, and until the legiſ- 


ture of this ſtate ſhall provide for the election of ſenators 


ſhall be made viva whce.” „ VVV 
7. That every male inhabitant of full age, who ſhall 
have perſonally reſided within one of the counties of this 


and repreſentatives in aſſembly by ballot, the ſaid elections 


Rate, for ſix months immediately preceeding the day of e- 


lection, ſhall, at ſuch electien, be entitled to vote for re- 
preſentatives of the ſaid county in aſſembly ; if during the 
time aforefaid he ſhall have been a freeholder, poſſeſüng & 
freehold of the value of twenty pounds, within the ſaid 
county, or have rented a tenement therein of the yearly 
value of forty 'ſhillings, and been rated and actually paid 
taxes to this ſtate : Provided always, that every perſon who 


is a freeman of the city of Albany, or who was made a 


freeman of the city of New-York, on or 'before the four- 

teenth day of Oftober, in the year of our Lord one thou- 

ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, and ſhall be actually 

and uſually reſident in tie ſaid cities val, ſhall be' 
* 


mbly within his 


ſaid place of reſidence. Tn WOW 
8. That every elector, before he is admitted to yote, 
ſhall, if required by the returning officer, or either of the 
inſpeQors, take an oath, or if the people called' Quakers,” 
an affirmation of allegiance to the ſtate. „ Ao 
9. That the aſſembly thus conſtituted ſhall chuſe their own 
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f privile es and proceed in —_ buſineſs, in like man- 


Nr as the aſſemblies of the colony of New York of right for- 


e. merly did; and that a majority of the ſaid members ſhall, 
5 from time to time, conſtitute a houſe to proceed uporr . | 
te buſineſs. . © -- "TINT | . | 
ch 10. And this convention doth further, in the name and. | 
e, by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, 
14 determine and declare, that the ſenate of the ſtate of New- 


£ York ſhall conſiſt of twenty-four freeh@Hers, to be choſen, 
t. out of the body of the freeholders, and that they be choſen. 
3 by the freeholders of this ſtate, poſſeſſed, of Freeholds of the. 
e value of one hundred pounds, over and above all debts 


e charged thereon. 55 

x4 11. That the members of the ſenat# be elected for four 
5 | years, and immediately after the firſt election, they be di-, 
* vided by lot into four claſſes, ſix in each claſs, and number- 
8 ed one, two, three and four; that the ſeats of the members 
of the firſt claſs ſhall be vacated. at the expiration of the 
5 firſt year, the ſecond claſs the ſecond year, and fo on conti- 
yually ; to the end that the fourth part of the ſenate, as 

nearly as poſſible, may be annually choſen.. ? 

12. That the election of ſenators ſhall be after this man- 
E-- rer; that ſo much of this ſtate as is now parcelled into coun- 
ties, be divided into four great diſtricts; the ſouthern diſ- 
. tri to comprehend the city and county of New-York, Suf- 


folk, Weſtcheſter, Lings, Queens, and Richmond counties, 
dhe middle diſtrict to comprehend the counties of Dutcheſs, 
Ulſter and Orange; the weſtern diſtrict, the city and county 
of Albany, and Tryon county; and the eaſtern diſtrict, the 
N counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Glouceſter. That 
; the ſenators ſhall be elected by the freehelders of the ſaid 
diſtris, qualified as aforeſaid, in the proportions following, 
10 wit, in the ſouthern diſtrict nine, in the middle diſtrict 
fix, in the weſtern diſtri fix, and in the eaſtern diſtrict 
three. And be it ordained, that a cenſus ſhall be taken as 
ſoon as may be, after the expiration of ſeven years from the 
termination of the preſent war, under the direction of the 
legiſlature: And if on ſuch cehſus it ſhall appear, that the 
number of ſenators is not juſtly proportioned to the ſeveral 
diſtricts, that the legiſlature aul the proportion as near as 
may be, to the number of freeholders qualified as aforeſaid, | 
in each diſtrict. That when the number of electors, within 


any | 
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any of the ſaid diſtricts, ſhall have increaſed one twenty. 
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be disfranchiſed, 


I Hs 


fourth part of the whole number of electors, which, by 
the ſaid: cenſus, ſhall be found to be in this ſtate, an ad- 


. ditional ſenator ſhall be choſen by the eleQors of ſuch diſ- 
tries That a majority of the number of ſenators to be 


choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall be neceſſary to conſtitute a ſenate 


| ſufficient to proceed upon buſineſs, and that the fenate ſhall 


in like manner witz the aſſembly, be the judges of its dwn 
members. And be it ordained, that it. ſhall be in the pow, 
er of the future legiſlatures of this ſtate, for the conve- 
nience and advantage of the good people thereof, to di- 


vide the ſame into ſuch further and other counties and diſ- 
triects, as ſhall to them appear neceſſary. | 


13. And this convention doth further, in the name and 


by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, 


determine and declare, that no member of this ſtate ſhall 


on, unleſs by the law of the land, or the judgment of his 
Peers. 7 | | * 4 10 5 
14. That neither the aſſembly nor the ſenate ſhall have 


power to adjourn themſelves for any longer time than tws 


days, without the mutual conſent of both: 


* 


15. That whenever the aſſembly and ſenate diſagree, a 
conference ſhall be held in the preſence of both, and he 
managed by committees to be by them reſpectively choſen 
by bailot. That the doors both of the ſenate and aſſem- 
bly, ſhall at all times be kept open to all perſons, except 
when the welfare of the flate ſhall require their debate 
to be kept ſecret. And the journals of all their proceed- 
ings ſhall be kept in the manner heretofore accuſtomed by 
the general aſſembly of the colony of New-York, and ex- 
Cept ſuch parts as they ſhall, as aforeſaid,. reſpeCtively de- 


termine not to make public, be from day to day (if the bY- 


fineſs of the legiſlature will permit) publiſhed. _ 
16. It is nevertheleſs provided, that the nnmber of ſe. 


. Hators ſhall never exceed one hundred, nor the number of 


aflembly three hundred; but that whenever the number of 


| ſenators ſhall amount to one hundred, or of the aſſembly to 


three hundred, then. and in ſuch cate, the legiſlature ſhall 
from time to time thereafter, by laws for that purpoſe, ap- 


Portion and diſtribute the ſaid one hundred ſenators , and 


mes 


deprived of any of the rights or privi- | 
liges ſecured to the ſubjects of this ſtate, by this conſtituti- 
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hundred repreſentatives, among the great dittricts at coun- 
ties of this ſtate, in proportion to the number of their re- 
ſpective electors; ſo that the repreſentation of the good D- 
ple of this ſtate, both in the ſenate and ſembly, ſhall or 
ever remain ꝓroportionate and adequate. Fes 

17. And this convention doth further, in the name and | 
by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, 
determine, and declare, that the ſupreme executive power 
and authority of this' ſtate, ſhall be veſted in a Governor 3 
and that ſtatedly once in every three years, and as often as 
the ſeat of government ſhall become vacant, a wiſe and dif- 
crest freeholder of this ſtate ſhall be by ballot elected G- 
yernor, by the freeholders_of this ſtate, quaiified as betore 
deſcribed to ele& ſenators ; which elections ſhall be always 
held at the times and places of chooſing repreſentatives in 
aſſembly for each reſpective county; and that the perſon 
who hath the greateſt number * votes within the ſaid * 
ſhall be Governor thereof. 


18. That the Governor ſhall continue in office three years, 


and ſhall, by virtue of his office, be general and com- 
mander in chief of all the militia, and admiral of the navy 
of this ſtate ; that he ſhall have power to convene the aſſem- 
bly and ſenate on extraordinary occaſions, to prorogue taem 
rom time to time, proyided ſuch prorogations thall not ex- 
ceed . ſixty days in the ſpace of one year; and at lis di ere 
tion to grant reprieves and pardons to perſons convi ted of 
crimes, other than treaſon or murder, in which he may ſoſ- 
pend the execution of the ſentence, until it ſhall be reported 
to the legiſlature at their ſubſequent meeting; and rhey 
hall either pardon, or direct the execution of the criminal, 
or grant a farther reprieve. , 
19. That it ſhall be the duty of the Governor to inforat... 
the legiſlature; at every feſſion, of the condition of the ſtate 
ſo far as may reſpect his department; to recommend ſuch 
matters to their conſideration as mall appear to him to con- 
cern its good government; welfare and proſperity; to cor- 
reſpond with the Continental Congreſs, and other ſtates ; to 
tranſact all neceſſary buſineſs. with the officers of govern- 
ment, civil and military; to take care that, the laws «re. 
faithfully executed to the beſt of his ability; and to expe- 
Gp all ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon by the legiſ- 
sture. 
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20. That a Lieutenant-governor ſhall, at every electiou 
of a Governor, and as 3 as the Lieutenant-governor 
ſhall die, reſign, or be removed from office, be elected in 
the ſame manner with the Governor, to continue in office 
until the next election of a Governor; and ſuch Lieutenant- 
2 mall, by virtue of his office, be preſident. of the 
enate, and, upon an equal diviſion, have a caſting vgice 
in their deciſions, but not vote on any other occaſion, | 
And incaſe of the impeachment of the Governor, or his 
removal from office, death, reſignation, or abſence from the 
ſtate, the. Lieutenant-governor ſhall exerciſe . all the power 
and Aer appertaining to the office of Governor, until 
another be choſen, or the Governor abſent or impeached, 
ſhall return or be acquitted. Erovided, that avicre the 
Governor ſhall, with the conſent of the legiſlature, be. out 


of, the ſtate, in time of war, at the head of a military force 
thereof, he. ſhall ſtill· coutinue in his command of all the mi- 


litary force of the ſtate, both by ſea and land. 
21. That whenever, the government ſhall be. adminiſtered 
by the Lieutenant-governor, or he ſhall be unable to attend - 
as preſident of the ſenate, the ſenators ſhall have power to 
elect one of their own members to the office of pretident of 
the ſenate, which he ſhall exerciſe pro hac vice. And if, 
during ſuch vacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieyten-- 
wk, Mall be impeached, diſplaced, reſign, die, or 
be abſent from the Rate, the ꝑreſident of the ſenate ſhall in 
like manner as the Lieutenant-gevernoz, admjniſlor the go- 
vernment, until others ſhall be elected by the ſfrage of the 
people, at the ſucceeding election. | 
22. And this.canvention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this fate, ordain, 
determine and declare, tliat the treaſurer of this ftate ſhall 
be appointed by act of the 1-p4ſlature,- to originate with” 


the aſſembly : Provided, that hc ſhall not be elected cut of 


either branch of the legiſlature. -, „„ 

23. That all officers, other than thoſe, who by this con-, 
ſtitution are directed to be otherwiſe appointed, ſhall be 
appointed in the manner following, towit, The aſſembly 
Mall once in every year, openly nominate and appoint one 
of the ſenators from each great diſtrict, which ſenators ſhall 
form a council for the appointment of the ſaid officers, of 
Which the Governor for the time being, or the Lieutenant- 
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overnor, or the preſident of the ſenate, when they ſhall 
reſpectively adminiſter the government, ſhall be preſident, 


and have a caſting voice, but no other vote, and with the 


atvice and conſent of the ſaid council, ſhali appoint all the 
j.id officers ; and that the majority of the 1aid council be 
a quorum. , And further, the. ſaid ſenators ſhall not be eli- 
gible to the ſgid council for two years ſucceſlively. . . 
24. That all military officers be appointed during plea- 
fare ; that all commiiſioned officers civil and militer), be 
commiſſioned by the Gbvernor; and that the chancellor, 
the judges of the ſupreme court, and firſt judge of tue coun- 
ty court in every.county, hold their oſtices duri ing good e- 
haviour, or until they ſhall have reipecuvely attained tae 
age of ſixty years. A þ 
That the chancellor and dan of the ſupreme court, 

fat] we at the ſame'tzme hold any other office, excepting, 
that of delegate to the general Congreis, upon ſpecial oc- 
caſions; 25. that the firſt judges of the county courts in 
the ſeveral counties, ſhall.not at the ſame time nold any 
other office, excepting that of ſenator, or delegate to tue ge- 
neral Congre : But if the chancellor or either of the ſaid 
judges be elected or appointed to any other office, excepting 
as is before excepted, it 8 be at his option in which to 
ſerve. „ 
„26. That ſherifs and coroners be annually appointed ; ; 
and that no perſon ſhall he capable of holding either of the 
faid offices more than four years ſucceſſively, nor the theriff 
of holding any other office at the ſame tine. 

27. And be it. further ordained, that the regiſter and 
elerks in chancery be appointed by the chancellor ; the. 
clerks of the ſupreme court by the judges of the ſaid court; 
the clerk of the court af probates by the judge of the ſad 
court; and the regiſter and mar{hall of the court of admi - 
ralty by the Judge of the admiralty. The {aid marſhall, re- 
giſters andclerxs to continue in office during the pleaſure of 


thate by whom they are to be appointed as aforeſaid... - *r& 


And that all attorneys, ſolicicors and counſellors at law, 
hereafter to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and 


licenſed by the firſt judge of the court in which they ſhall . 
reſpectively plead or practiſe ; and be regulated by the 


rules and orders of the ſaid courts. 
28. And be it further l that whore by this con- 
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vention the duration of any office ſhall not be aſcertained. 
ſuch oitice ſhall be conſtrued to be held during the pleature 
of the council of appointment: Provided that new com- 
millions ſhall be iſſued to the jud 

| (other than to the firſt judge) and to the juſtices 
once at the leaſt in every four years. 
29. That town clerks, ſuperviiors, aſſeſſors, conſtables, 
and collectors, and all other officers heretofore eligible by 
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ges of the county courts 


of the peace 


the people, ſhall always continue to be ſo eligible, in the 


m ner directed by the preſent or future acts of the legiſ- 


lature. 


I at loan officers, county treaſu 
ſuperviſo-s, continue to be appointed in the manner direct- 
ed by the preſent or future acts of the legiſlature” 
zo. That the delegates to repreſent this ſtate in the gen- 


rers, and clerks of the 


eral Congreſs of the United States of America, be annu- 
ally appointed as follows, to wit, The ſenate and aſſembly 
ſh:il each openly nominate as many perſons as hall be e- 


qual to the whole number of delegates tobe appointed; af- 
ter which nomination they ſhall meet together, and thoſe 
perions named in both liſts ſhall be delegates ; and out of 
thote perions whoſe names are not in both lifts, one half 
ſhali be choſen by the joint ballot of the ſenators and mem- 

bersol aſſembly, ſo met together as aforeſaid. | 
31. That the ſtile of the laws ſhall be as follows, to wit, 


Beit enacted, by: the people of the ſtate of New-York, 
pt eee in ſenate and aſſembly. And that all writs and 


other proceediags ſhall run in the name of the people of- 


the ſtate of New-York, and be teſted in the name of the 


# 


iſſue. 


32. And this 


chancellor or ch 


ief judge of the court from whence they ſhall. 


convention doth further in the name and by 


the authority of the. good people of this ſtate, ordain, deter- 
mine, and dec].re, that a court ſhall be inſtituted, for the 
trial of empeachments, and the correction of errors, under 


the regulations which ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the legiſlature; 


and to couſiſt of the preſident of the ſenate, for the time be- 
ing and the ſenators, chancellor, and judges of the ſupreme 
Court, or the major part of them; except, than when an im- 


Peach ment ſhall be 


roſecuted againſt the chancellor, or 
either of the judges of the ſupreme court, the perſon ſo im- 
peacaed ſhall ve 1uipended from exerciſing his office 
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his 
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his acquittal : And in like manner, when an appeal from a 


| decree in equity ſhall be heard, the chancellor ſhall inform 
the court of the reaions of his decree, but ſhall not have a 


voice in the final tentence. And if the cauſe to be deter- 
mined thail be brougut up by writ of error on a queſtion of 


law, oa a judgment in the ſupreme court, the judges of that 
court ihall aſſiga the reaſoas ot ſuch judgment, bat ſhall not 


have a voice for its attirmance or revertal. 
33. That the power of 1mpeac.:1ag all officers of the ſtate 


for mal and corrupt conduct in tneir reſpective offices, be 


veited in the repretentatives of tire people in aſſembly ; but 
that it ſhall always be neceſſary that two third parts of the 


members preſent ſhall content to and agree in ſuch impeach- 


ment. That previous to the trial of every impeachment, 


the members of the ſaid court ſhall reſpectively be iworn, 


truiy impartially to try and determine the charge in queſtion, 


according to evidence; and that no judgment of the ſaid 


court ſhall be valid, unlefs it be aſſented to by two third parts 


ot the members then preſent; nor ſhall it extend farther 
than to removal from office, and diſqualification to hold and 


enjoy any place of honour, truſt or profit, under this ſtate. 
But the party ſo convicted, ſhall be, nevertheleſs, liable 


and ſubject to indictment, trial, judgment and punithment, 


according to the laws of the land. 

34 And it is further ordained, that in every trial or im- 
peachment or indictment for crimes or miſdemeanours, the 
party impeached or indicted ſhall be allowed council, as in 
unn 88 | b 

35. And this convention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, de- 


termine, and declare, that ſuch parts of the common law 


of England, and of the ſtatute law of England and Great- 


Britain, and of the acts of the legiſlature of the colony of 
New-York, as . did form the law of the ſaid colony 
on the 19th day of April, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- five, ſnall be and continue the 
law of this ſtate; ſubject to ſuch alterations and proviſions, 
as the legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall, from time to time make 


concerning the ſame. That ſuch of the ſaid acts as are tem- 


porary, ſhall expire at the times limuted for their duration 
reſpectively. That all ſuch parts of the ſaid common law, 


and ſuch of the ſaid ſtatutes, and acts aforeſaid, or parts 


thereof, 
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Sarcof, as may be conſtrued to eſtabliſh or maintain any 
particular denomination of chriſtians or their. miniſters, ar 
Concern the allegiance heretofore yeilded to, and the ſu- 
premacy, ſovereignty, goverament, or prerogatives, claim- 
ed or exerciſed by the King ol: Great- Britain and his pre- 
deceſſors, over the colony of New-York and its inhabitante, 
or are repugnant to this conſtitution, be, and they hereby 


Pc, 


400 abrogated and rejected. And this convention doth 
1 


ther ordain, that the reſolves or reſolutions of the congreſſes 
of the colony of New-York, and of the. convention of the 
ſtate of New-York, now i force, and not repugnant to the 
government eſtabliſhed by this conſtitution, ſhall be con- 
fidered as making part of the laws of this ſtate; ſubject, 
nevertheleſs, to ſuch alterations and proviſions, as the le- 
giſlature of this ſtate may, from time to time, make con, 
cerning the ſame.” VVV 5 
36. And be it further ordained, that all grants of land 
within this ſtate, made by the King of. Great-Britain, or 
perſons acting under his authority, aftex the fourteenth day 
of October, one thonſand ſeven hnndred and ſeventy-five, 
ſhall be null and void: But that nothing in this conſtitution 
contained, ſhall be conſtrued to affect any grants of land, 
within this ſtate, made by the authority of the ſaid King or 
his predeceſſors, or to annul any charters to bodies politic, 
by him or them or anyof them, made prior to that day. 
And that none of the ſaid charters ſhall be adjudged to be 
void, by reaſon of any non-uſer or miſ-uſer of any of their 
reſpective rights and privileges, between the nineteenth dry. 
April, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-five, and the publication of this conſtitu- 
tion. And further, that all ſuch of the officers deſcribed 
in the ſaid charters reſpectively, as by the terms of the 
ſaid charters, were to bo appointed by the Governor of 
the colony of New-York, with. or. without the advice and 
conſent of the council of the ſaid King, in the ſaid colony, 
ſhall henceforth r by the council eſtabliſhed by 
t 


this conſtitution, for the appointment of officers. in the ſtate, 


until otherwiſe directed by the legiſlature. 1 


37. And whereas it is of great importance to the ſafety 


of this ſtate, that peace and amity with the Indians within 
the ſame, be at all times ſupported and maintained. And 
hereas the frauds too often practiſed towards the ſaid In- 


. dians, 
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1 in contracts made for their lands, have in divers in- 
ftances been productive of dangerous diſcontents and ani- 


moſities; be it or arned; that no parchaies or contracts for; 
the ſale of lands made ſince the fourteenth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy-five, or which may hereafter be made with or 
of the ſaid Indians, within the limits of this ſtate, ſhall be- 
binding on the ſaid Indians, or deemed valid, unleſs made 
under Ne authority, and with the content of the legiſlature 
of this ſtate 7 $ 2-> 
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38. And whereas we are required by the benevolent 
principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil tyran- 


ny, but alſo to guard againſt that ſpiritval oppreſſion and 
intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weak 
and wicked prieſts and princes, have ſcourged mankind: 
This convention doth further, in the name and by the au- 
thority of the good people of this ſtate, erdain, determine, 


and declare, that the free exerciſe and enjeyment of religi- 


cds profeſſion and worſhip, without diſcrimigation or pre- 


ference, ſhall forever hereafter be allowed within this ſtate, 
t all mankind. Provided that the liberty of conſcience, 


hereby granted, Thall not be ſo conſtrued, as to excuſe acts 
of licentiouſneſs, or juſtify practices inconſiſtent with the 
peace or ſafety of this ſtate. _ 

„39. And whereas the miniſters of the goſpel, are by their 
ycofeflion dedicated to the ſervice of God and the cure of 
ſouls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of 
their function; therefore no miniſter of the goſpel, or prieſt 
H any denomination whatſoever, ſhall at any time hereaf- 


ter, under any pretence or deſcription whatever, be eligible 
to, or capable of holding any civil or military office or 


Flage, within this ſtate. | 
40. And whereas it is of the utmoſt importance to the 


ſafety of every ſtate, that it ſhould always be in a condition 


of defence; and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys 
the protection of ſociety, to be prepared and willing to de- 


fend it; this convention, therefore, in the name and by the, 


authority of the good people of this ſtate, doth ordain, de- 
tetermine and declare, that the militia of this ſtate, at all 
times hereafter, as well in peace as in war, ſnall be armed 


and diſciplined; and in readineſs for ſervice. That all ſuck 


of the inhabitants of this fate, being of the people called 
% Quaker, 
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Quakers, from ſeruples of conſcience, may be averſe to the 
bearing of arms, be therefrom excuſed by the legiſlature ; 
and do pay to the ſtate, fuch ſums of money in lieu of their 
perſonal ſervice, as the ſame hiay, in the judgment of the 
feviflature be worth: And that a proper magazine of war- 
like ſtores, proportionate to the number of inhabitants, be, 
Sy hr, at the expence of this ſtate, and by acts 


of the legiſlature, eſtabliſhed, maintained, and continued 


in every county in this ſtate. , 


Kg 3 „ 3 
41. And this convention doth further ordain, determins 


and declare, in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of 'this ſtate, that trig] by jury, in all caſes in which 
it hath heretofore been uſed in the colony of New-York, 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and remain inviolate forever. And 


that no aQs:or.attainder.ſhall be paſſed by, the legiſtature of 


this ſtate for crimes, other than thoſe committed before the 
termination of the preſent war; and that ſuch acts ſhall not 
work. a Corruption of blood. And further, that the legiſla- | 
ture of this ſtate ſhall, at no time hereafter, inſtitute any 


new court or courts; bit ſuch as ſhall proceed according to 


o 


the eourſe of the common la ww. 

43. And this convention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, de- 
termine, and declare, that it ſhall be in the diſcretion ofthe 
legiſlature to naturalizeall ſuch perſons, and in ſuch manner 
as they ſhall think proper; provided all ſuch of the perſons, 
ſo to be by them naturalized, as being born in parts be- 
yond ſea, and out of the United States of America, ſhall 
come to ſettle in, and become ſubjects of this ſtate, ſhall 
take an oath of allegiance to this ſtate, and abjure and re- 

nounce all allegiance and ſubjection to all and every foreign 
King, Prince, Potentate and ſtate, in all matters eccleſiaſ 

tical as well as civil. 


By dds; 
' LEONARD GANSEVOORT, 


Pref. pro tem. 
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; poſſeſſed by the Kings of Great-Britain over theſe 
155 colonies, or their other dominion$ was, by compact derived 
me" from the people, and held of them for the common intereſt of 
** the whole ſociety, allegiance and protection, are in the na- 
K. dure of things, reciprocal ties, each equally depending upon 
a the other, and liable to be diſſolved by the other's rig, foe 
of wy; or withdrawn. © And whereas George the Third, King 
n df Great-Britain,! has refuſed. protection to the good people 


he of theſe colonies ; and, by aſſenting to ſundry acts of the 
ritiſn parliament, attempted to ſubject them to the abſo- 


80 lute dominion of that body 3 and has alſo made war upon 
2 | themin the moſt cruel and unnatural manner, for no otner 
8 cauſe than aſſerting their juſt rights, all ciyil authority under 
him is neceſſarily at an end, and a diſſolution of government 
id in each colony has conſequently taken places 
wy And whereas in the preſent deplorable ſituation 'of theſe 
ie colonies, . expoſed to the .fury of cruel and relentleſs ene- 
9g my, ſome form of government is'abſolutely neceſſary, not 
55 only for the preſervation of god order,, but, alſo the more 
7 effectually to unite the people, and enable: them to exert 
I! their whole force in their own . neceſſary defence; and as. 
u the honourable the Continental Congreſs, the ſupreme coun.,, | 
i eil of the American colonies, has adviſed ſuch of the colo- 
4 nies as have not yet gone igto the meaſure, to adopt for 
8 themſelves reſpectively, ſuch government as ſhall beſt eon- 


duce, to their own happineſs and fafety, and the well-being 
of America in general: We the repreſentatives of the co- 
lony of New- Jerſey, having been elected by all the coun 
ties in the freeſt manner, and in Congreſs aflembled, have, 
afer mature deliberations, 3 a ſet of charter 
rights, and the form of a conſtitution, in manner follows 
ing, V1Z. | | 33 8 5 WP 
1. That the government of this province ſhall be veſted 
in a Governor, legiſlative council 

2. That the legiſlative * aud general allemply N 
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, and general aſſembl y). 


-_ 


1 85 | 1 be "$*. 3. 
70 Conſtitution of New- Jerſey: 


be chofen, for the fiſt time, on the ſecond Tueſday 3a 
Auguſt next; the members whereof ſhall be the ſame in: 
number and qualifications as is herein after mentioned; and 
ſhall be and remain veſted with all the powers and authority. 


to be held by any future legiftative council and afiembly of 


this colony, until the fecond Tueſday in October, which 
ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred 
. 4 Se RO OE 8 

3. That on the ſecotid Tueſday in- October yearly, and 

every year for ever (with the privilege of adjourging from 


day to day, as pccahon may require) the counties ſhall ſe- 
verally chooſe one ptrſon to be à member of the legiſlative © 


council of this colony, who {hall he and have been for one 
whole year next before the. eleQivn,an inhabitant and free- . 
holder in the county in Which he is choſen, and worth at 
leaſt one thoufand* pbunds, 7 oclamation: money, of real 
and perſonal eſtate within the ſame county: That, at the 
ſame time, each county ſhall alſo chooſe three members of 
_ aſſembly ; provided, that no'perſon#hall- be entitled to a 
ſeat in the faid aſſembly, bfileſs he be and have been for one 
whole year next before tlie election, an inhabitant of the 
cCounty he is to repreſent, and worth five hundred pdunds pro- 

clamation money in real and perſongł eſtates in the ſame 
county: That on the fecond Tueſday after the day of elect: 
on, the council and aſſembly ſhallſeparately meet; and that 
the conſent of both houſes thalf he neceſſary to every law; 
provided, that ſeven ſhall be a quorum of the council for - 
doing bufinefs, and that no law ſhall pajs, unleſs there be a 
majority of all the repreſentative of gach body perſonally ; 
preſent, and agreeing thereto., Provided always, that if a 
majority of the repfeſentatives of this provinte, in council-. 
and general aſſembly convened, ' ſhall; at any time or times *, 
hereafter, judge it equitable and-pfoper' to add or diminith-: 
the number or proportion of the members of ?wlembly tor 
any county of counties in chis colony, then, and in ſuch 


_ cal& the ſame may, on the principles of more equal repre- 


ſentation, be lawfally done, any :thing in dis charter to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, ſo that the whole number of re. 
preſentatiyes in aſſem Ny ſhall not at any time be leſs than 
thirty- nine. 6 * . 1 "<2 2 . 5 W 5 5 
4. Fhat all inhabitg#ts of this colony of full age, who are 
worth ! ey Poutide, ren nation money, clear eſtate Fong 
be * | * A 2 


& 


ech of Mas- Je Wy, 


the ſame, and have reſided within the county in which they 
thim a vote, for twelve months immediately precedin 
the election, ſhall be entitled to a vote for repreſentatives 
in council and aſſembly; and alſo for all other public of- 
ficers that ſhall be elected by the people of the , county 
at Targe, + 

. That the «Gembly, when wa; ſhall have power to 
chats Aa ſpeaker, and other their officers; to be judges of 
the qualifications and elections bf their own members; fit 
upon their own adjournments ; prepare bills to be paſſed 
into laws; and to empower the ſpeaker to convene them, 
whenever "any e 5 occurrence mall render it ne- 
a Th | 

6. That the 3 mall als have power to prepare pins 
to paſs into laws, and have other like powers as the aſſem- 
bly, and in all reſpects to be a free and independent branch 
of the legiſlature of this colony; ſave only, that they ſhall 
not prepare or alter any money bill, which ſhall be the pri- 
vilege of the aſſembly, that the council ſhall, from time to 
time, be convened. by the Governor er vice-prefident, but 
muſt be convened at all times when the afſembly fits ; for 
which purpoſe the ſpeaker 6f the houſe of aſſembly ſhall al- 
Ways immediately after an adjournment give: notice to the 
Governor or vice- preſident, of the time and place to . 
he: houſe is adjourned. - 

That the council and aſſembly jointly, at their firſt. 
meeting after each armuat-eleftion, ſhall, by a majority of 
votes, elect ſome ft perſon within the colony to he Governor 
for one year, who (fall be conſtant preſident of the council, 
and have a caſting vote in cheir proceedings; and that the 
council themſelves ſflall choofe « Yice-preident, who ſhall act 
as ſuch in the abſence of the Governor. ; 

8. That the Governor; or on his abſence, 918 vice- pre- 
ſident of the council, ſhall have the fupreme executive pow- 
er, be chancellor of the colony, and act as Captain- general 
- «and commander i in chief of äll the militia and other mili- 
tary force in this colony; and that any three or more of 
the council ſhall, at all times, be a privy- council to con- 
falt them; and that the Governor be ordinary or Surro- 
gate- general. 

That the Governor and council, (ſeven whereof ſhall 
92 © a quorum) de the court of appeals in the lat reſort 2 


I, 
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all claufes of law, as heretofore ; and that they poſſeſs the 


power of granting pardons to criminals after condemnati- 
dn, in all caſes of treaſon, felony and other offences. 
10. That captains, and all other inferior officers of the 
militia, ſhall be choſen by the companies in the reſpective 
counties ; but field and general officers by the council and 
e e 


11. That the council of che afſembly ſhall have ower to 


make the great ſealof this colony, which ſhall be kept by 
the Governor, or in his abſence, by tie vice-preſident of the 
eouncil, to be uſed by them, as occaſion may require; and 
it ſhall be called 7% great feal of the colony of News, 

oo OT LET, Ft / I Ns wes: 28S . + 4 
12. That the judges ofthe ſupreme court ſhall continue 
in office far ſeven years; thp judges of the inferior court 
of common pleas. in the ſeveral: counties, juſtices of the 


peace, clerks of the ſupreme court, clerks of the inferiot 


court of common pleas amd quarter ſeſſions, the attorney- 
general, and provincial ſecretary; hall continue in office 
tor five years, ang che provincial treaſurer ſhall continue in 
office for one year; and chat theyfhall be ſeverally appoint- 
ed by the council and aſſembly in manner aforeſaid, ma 
commiſſioned by the Governor, or in his abſence the vice- 
preſident of the! council. Provided always, that the faid 
officers ſeverally, ſhall be capable of being re-appointed at 
the end of the terms e hefore limited; and that 
any of the ſaid officers ſhall be liable to be diſmiſſed, when 
adjudged guilty of miſbehaviour, by the council on 'an im- 
peachment of the'aſſembly.!!+ ooo ? 
13. That the inhabitants of each county, qualified to 


vote as aforeſaid, ſhall, at the time and place of electing 


the repreſentatives, annually ele& one ſheriff, and one or' 


more coroners; and that they may re- elect the ſame per- 
fon to-ſuch offices until he mal have ſerved three years, but 


no longer; aſter which three years muſt elapſe before the 
fame perſon is capable of being elected again. When the 


election is certified to the Governor or vice-prefident, under 
the hands of fix freeholders of the county for which they 
were elected, they ſhall be immediately commiſſioned to 
ferve in their reſpective offices. 

14. That the townſhips, at their annual town meetings 
for eleRing other officers, ſhall chuſe conſtables for the diſ- 
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tricts reſpectively; and alſo-three or more judicious fre- 
holders of good character, to hear and finally determine all 


appeals relative to unjuſt aſſeſſments in caſes of public taxa- 


tion; which commiſſioners of appeal ſhall for that pur- 
»oſe, ſit at ſome ſuitable time or times to be by them ap- 
Lined, and made known to the people by advertiſements, 
15, That the laws of the colony thall begin in the fol- 
lowing tile, viz, Be it enacted by the council and general aj- 
fembly of this colony, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 


' the /ame : that all commiſſions granted by the Governor or 


. vice-preſident, ſhall ryn thus he colony of New- Ferſey to 
A. B. &c. greeting: And that all writs ſhall likewiſe run 


in the name of the colony: And that all indictments ſhalt 
conclude In the following manner, ' viz. Againff the peace of 
this colony, the government and dignity of the ſame, 

16. That of criminals ſhall be admitted to the ſame pri- 
vileges of witneſſes and counſel, as their proſecutors are or 
[be entitled to. Bos 
2 17. That the eſtates of ſuch perſons as ſhall deſtroy their 


own lives ſhall riot; for that offence, be forfeited ; but ſhall 


deſcend in the ſame manner as they would have done, had 
ſuch perſons died in the natural way; nor ſhall any article 
which may occaſion accidentally the death of any one, be 
henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any-wiſe forfeited on 
gecount of ſuch misfortune.” £ 

'* 18. That no perſon ſhallever within this colony be de- 
prived of the ine flimable privilege of worſhiping Almighty 
God in a manner agreeable to the dictates of his own con- 
ſtience ; nor under any pretence whatever be pulled 10 
attend any place of worſhip, contrary to his own faith and 
judgment ; nor ſhall any perſon within this colony ever be 
obliged tg pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the par- 


place or places of worſhip, er for the maintenance of any mi- 

niſter or miniſtry, contrary to what he believes to be right, 

er has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himſelf to per- 

form. ; | 

19. That there ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any one re- 

ligious ſe& in this province, in preference to another; and 
that no proteſtant inhabitants of this colony ſhall be deni- 

ed the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on account of 
his religious principles ; but that all perſons, png — 


Poſe of ice „ any other church or churches, 


$9 4A - 
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| belief in the faith of any proteſtant ſet, who ſhall demezn 
themſelyes peaceably under the government as hereby eſtas 
blithed, ſhall be capable of being elected into any office of 
Profit or truſt, or being a member of any branch of legiſ- 
. Jature, and mall fully and freely enjoy every privilege and 
immunity enjoyed by others their fellow ſubjects. 

20. That the legiſlative department of this government 
may, as much as poſſible, be preſe: ved from all ſulpicion 
of corruption, none of the Judges of the fupreme or other 
courts, theriffs, or any ther perſon of perſons poſſeſſed of 
any poſt of profit under the government, other than juſtices 
of the peace, ſhall be entitled to a ſeat in the aſſembly; but 
that on his being elected and taking his ſeatz his office or 
polt ſhall be confidered as vacant... 4 4 

21. That all the laws of this province, contained in the 
edition lately publiſhed by Mr. Allinſon, ſhall be and re- 
main in full force, untill altered by the legiſlature of this 
colony (ſach only excepted as are incompatible with. thi: 
charter) and ſhall be, according: as heretofore, regarded in 
all reſpects, by all civil officers, and others, the good peo 
ple of this province. Fo Ns ae no. 

22. That the common law of England, as well as fo much 
of the ſtatufe law as have been heretofore practiſed in this 
colony, ſhall fill remain in force. until they ſhall be alter- 
ed by a future law of the legiſlature ; ſuch parts only ex- 
cepted as are repugnant to the rights aud privileges con- 


tained in this charter; and that the ineſtimable right of 
trial by jury ſhall remain confirmed, as a part of the law of 


this colony, without repeal for ever. 
23. That every ab a | 
to be a member of the legiſlative council or houſe of aſ- 
ſembly, ſhall, previous to his taking his ſeat in council or 
aſſembly, take the following oath or affirmation, vix. 
41, A B, do ſolemnly declare, that as a member of the 
legiſlative council (or afombly, as the caſe may be) of the 


colony of New- Jerſey, I will not aſſent to any law, vote, cr 


proceeding, which ſhall appear to me injurious to the pub. 
lic welfare of the ſaid colony, nor that ſhall annul or re- 
2 that part of the third ſection in the charter in this co- 


ony, which eſtabliſhes that the elections of members of the 


legiſlative council and aſſembly ſhall be annual, nor that 
part of the twenty - ſecond ſection in ſaid charter, dees 


t 


on who ſhall be elected as aforeſaid, — 
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N. 
Ae trial by j jury, nor that ſhall annul; repeal, or alter any 


mart or parts of the ei ighteench or nineteenth ſections of the 
ſame.“ f 


0 And any Perce or perſons, who ſhall be elected as afore- 
Aid, is hereby empowered to: adminiſter to the {aid mem 
bers, the ſaid oath or affirmation. 

Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning 
of this congreſs, that if a reconciliation between Great- 
Britain and theſe colonies ſhould take place, and the lat- 
ter be taken again under the protection and government 


of the crown of Britain, this charter ſhalll be null and void, _ 


otherwiſe to remain firm and inviolable. | 


| 15 Ferrer lan cone ass, New: Jerſey, Burlingron,. 


F * 25 1776. | 
By order of Congreſs, 
4 SAMUAL TUCKER, Pun: 51D DE r 1 
Euanal from the M. inutes, 
5 W. LLIAM ESTER Secretary. 
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WE I, 


. CONSTITUTION of the Commonwealth of 


Penniylvania, as e/tablijhed hy the GENERAL: CONVEN+- 
_ TION, elected for that purpoſe, and held at Philadelphia, - 


= 1 15 1 4 Fan continued by RN to Sept 28 


Wet all 3 Dye to be inſtituted 
nd ſupported for the ſecurity and protection of the 
community as ſuch, and to enable the individuals who com- 
poſe it to enjoy their natural rights, and the other bleſſings 
which the author of exiſtence has beſtowed upon man; an 
vchenever theſe great ends of government are not obtained, 


the people have a right, by common conſent to change it, 
and take ſuch meaſures as to them may ap 2 neceſſary to 
wher:1s the in- 


promote their ſafety and happineſs. 
babitants of this commonwealth . in conſideration of : 
protection 


& 
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ſrotlion only, heretofore acknowledged allegiance to the 

5 0 Great-Britain, and the ſaid King has not only 
withdrawn that protection, but commenced, and ſtill con- 
tinues to carry on, with unabated vengeance, a moſt cruel 
and unjuſt war againft them, employing therein, not only 
the troops of Great-Britain, but foreign mercenaries, ſava- 
ges and ſlaves, for the avowed purpoſe of reducing them to 
à total and abject ſubmiſſion, to che deſpotic domination of 
the Britiſh parliament; with many öther acts of tyranny 
(more fully ſet forth in ti declaration of Congreſs) where- 
by all allegiance pet! prog Ae the ſaid King and his ſucceſ- 
Ora, are diſſolved and at an end; agd all power and author- 
ity derived from him ceaſed in theſe colonies.s And where - 
as it 55 abſolutely neceflary for tile welfare any ſafety of the 
inhabitants of aid coloniss, that they be henceſorth free 
and independ&rt ftates; und thir juſt, permanent, and pro- 
per forms of government exiſt i every part of them, de- 


rived from and founded on the authority of the people only, 


agreeable to the directions ef the honourable American 
Congrels. We the repreſentatives of the freenien of Penn- 
ſylvania, in general convention met, for the e 
poſe of framing ſuch a government; confefling the goodneſs. 
of the great Governor of the univerſe (who alone knows to 
what degree of earthly happineſs mankind may attain, ' by 
perfecting the arts of government) in pertnittinff the peo- 
= of this ſtate, by common conſent; and without violence, 
deliberately to form for themſelves ſuch juſt rules as they ſhall. 
think beſt, for governing their future ſociety ; and being 
fully convinced, that it is our indiſpenſible duty to eſtablith 
ſuch original principles of government, as will romote 
the general happineſs of the people of this ſtate; and their 
poſterity, and provide for future improvements, without 
Lrtiality-fog, or prejudice againſt any 3 Claſs, ſect, 
or denomination öf men whatever, do, by virtue of the au- 
thority, veſted in us by our conſtituents, ordain, declare,” 
and eſtabliſh, the following Declaration of Rights, and Fram. 
of Government, to be the ConsTriTuTiONn of this com- 
monwealth, and to remain in force therein forever, unalter- 
d, except in ſuch articles as ſhall hereaſter on experience 


thy 
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Pe found to require improvement, and which ſhall by che 
fame authority of the people, fairly delegated as this 
frame of government directs, be amended or improved for 
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the more effectaal obtainiag and ſecuriag the great end and 
deg of all government, her ein beſorementloned. 


CHAPTER I 


F DECLARATION of die RIGHTS 


of the 11hubitants of the Stare e, Pen nſylvanaia. 


H AT all men are born equally free and indepe 945 


ent, and heve certain natural, inkerent, aua m- 


alienable rights, among which are, the enjoying aud le- 
fending life and liberty, aequiring, poſleſſing, and pro- 


tecting property, and purſuirig and obtaining happineſs and 


faiety. 
2. That all men have unkural and ünalienable right to 
worſhip Almighty God according to the dictates of their own 
conſciences and underſtanding: And that no man ought, 
or of right can be compelled to attend any religious wor- 
ip, or erect any place of worſuip, or maintain any m ün⸗ 
er, contrary to, or againſt, his own tree will and conlenc 2 
Nor can any man, who ack ee e che being of God, 
be juſtly deprived or abridged of any civil right as 2 Citls; 
zen on account of his religious i ſentiments. And that no 
authority can or ought to be 1aveſted in, or aſſumed by any 
power whatever, that ſhall in any caſe interfere with, or in 


any manner contr onl, the right of conſclencoi in the free. 5 


erciſe of religious worſhip. 

3. The people of this ſtare have the ſole, excluſive and 
innerent right of governing and regulating the internal po- 
lice of the ſame. | 

4. That all power being originally inherent i in, and con- 
ſequent! / derived from, the people ; therefore all officers of 
covernment, whether legiflacive or executive, are their 


truſtees and PETRI, and at all times accountable to 


them. 

5. That government is, ot Gage to be, inſtituted forthe 
common benefit, protection, and ſecurity of the people, na- 
tion, or community; and not for the advantage of any 
ſiagle man, family, or ſet of men, who are a pz rt only of 
that community: And that the « community nath an indubiras”. 
le, unalienaple, and indefeaſibls right to reform, alter, of 
* aboliſh 
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| aboliſh government in ſuch manner, as ſhall be by the 'F 
| community judged moſt conducive to the public weal. fat 
6. That thoſe who are employed in the legiſlative and alt 
executive buſineſs of the ſtate may be reſtrained from op- | 
preſſion, the people have a right, at ſuch periods as they an: 
| may think proper, to reduee their public officers to a pri- the 

4 vate ſtation, and ſupply the vacancies by certam and regu- 
— lar elections. 3 | | Fer 
| 7. That all elections ought to be free; and that all free- the 
1 me having a ſufficient evident common intereſt with, and 40 
k | attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers, ſtr 

f or be elected into oflice. 5 

1 8. That every member of ſociety has à right to be pro- p! 
*þ tested in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and 2 
therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the 3 
eexpeũce of that protection, and. yield his perſonal ſervice, Ml 


when neceſſary, or an equivalent thereto-:- but no part of a: x 

mans property can be juſtly taken from him, or applied to A 

public uſes, without his own conſent, or that of his legal I 

repreſentatives : Nor can any man who is conſcientiouſly. - £ 

ſerupulous of bearing arms, Pe juſtly compelled thereto, if 4 
he will pay ſuch equivalent: Nor are the people bound by 


E any laws, but ſuch as they have in like manner aſſented to, _ 
| eme oo : 
9. That in all TY) for criminal offences, a man ; 

hath a right to be heard by himſelf and his council, to de- | 


f mand the cauſe and nature of his accuſation, to be con- 
8 fronted with the witneſſes, to call for evidence in his fa- 
vour, and a ſpeedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
conntry, without the unanimous conſent of which jury he 
cannot be found ee : Nor can he be compelled to give 
evidence againſt himſelf: Nor can any man be juſtly de- 
Pri ved of his liberty except by the laws of the land, or the 
Judgment of his peers. | | | 
10. That the people have a right to hold themſeives, their 
| houſes, papers, and poſeſſions free from ſearch or ſeizure ; 
and thezefore, warrants without oaths or affirmations firſt 
diade, affording a ſufficient foundation for them, and where-— 
| by any officer or meſſenger may be commanded or required. 
zo ſearch ſuſpected places, or to ſeize any perſon or perſons, 
| Nor their property, not particularly deſcribed, are contrary 
| that right and ought not to be granted. T7 


. 


Lhe 
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44. That in caatroverſies reſpetting property, and in 


ſuits between man and man, the parties have a right to tri - 
al by jury, which ought to be held facred. | 

ii at the people have a right to freedom of ſpeech, - 

and of writing and publiſhing their ſeatiments ; therefore 


18 


the freedom of the preſs ought not to be reſtrained. 


13. That the people have a right to bear arms ſor the de- 


fence of themſelyes and the ſtate; and as ſtanding armies in 


the time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not 


T o be kept up: And that the military ſhould be kept under 


ſtrict ſubordination to, and governed h, the civil power, 
14. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental princi- 


ples, and a firm adherence to juſtice, moderation, tempe- 


rance, . induſtry, and frugality, are abſolutely neceſſary te 


- preſerve the bleſſings of liberty, and keep a government 
free: The people ought therefore to pay particular attention 
to theſe points in the choice of officers and repreſentativgs, 


and have a right to exact a due and conſtant regard to them, 
From their legiſlators and magiſtrates, in making and ex- 


__ ecuting ſuch laws as are neceſſary for the good government 
of the ſtate. ET . 

15. That all men have à natural inherent right to emi- 
- grate from one ſtate to another that will receive them, or 


0 


to form a new ſtate in vacant. countries, or in ſuch coun- 


ries as they can purchaſe, Whenever they think that there 


by they may promote their own happineſs. 

16. That the people have a right to affemble together, 
to conſult for their common good, to inſtru their repre; 
ſentatives, and to apply to the legiſlature for redreſs of griey- 
ances, by addreſs, petition, or remonitrance. | 7 5 


N r 
PLANor ®RAMEof GOVERNMENT. 


HE commonwealth or ſtate of Pennſylvania 
| L ſhall be governed hereafter by an aſſembly 
the repreſentatives of the freemen of the (ame, and a preſi- 
dent and council, in manner and form following 
Seck. 2. The ſupreme legiſlative power ſhall be veſted 
in a houſe of repreſentatives of the freemen of the common- 
wealth ar ſtate of Pennſylvania. | 5 


| Sea. 1. 
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tzhey have not paid taxes. 


— 


Cbnſtitution of Penn l vante, | 

Seck. 3. The ſupreme executive power ſhall be veſted in 

a p:-fident and council. = £ 9 

Se r. 4. Courts of juſtice fhall be eftabliſhed in the city 
of Fniladelphia, and in every county of tuis ſtate, 

Seck. Ehe freemen of this commonwealth and their 
ſons walk be trained and armed for its detence, under ivch 
regulations, reſtrictions, and exceptions, as the general aſ- 

ſembiy ſhall by law direct, preſerving always to the people 
tlie right, of chuling their colonel, and all-commuittioneu Ofti- 
cers under that rank, in ſuch manner and as often as by the 
aid laws ſhall be directed. „„ Bn FO IO GPLY ES) 
Gee, 6. Every freeman of the full age of twenty-one 
years, having refided in this fate for the ipace of one whole 


year next betore the day ct eleion for 1e3 ictcriatives, | 


and paid public taxes during hat time, ſhall enjoy the right 
of an elector: Provided always, that ions of ireeholders of 
the age of twenty-one years ſhall be entided to vote, althg? 


- 
27 2 


this commonwealth, ſhall conſiſt of perſons moſt noted for 
wiſdom and virtue; to be choſen by the freemen of every 


city and county of this commonwealth reipectively. And 


no perſon ſnall be elected unleſʒ he has re ſided in the city or 
county for which he ſhall be choſen, two years imme diate- 
ly before the ſaid election; nor ſhall any member, while he 
continues ſuch, hold any other office, except in the militia, 

Seck. 8. No perſon ſhall be capable of being elected a 
member to ſerve in the kouſeof repreſentatives of the tree. 


men of this commonwealth more than four years in ſeyen. 


Seer. 9. The members of the koute of repreſentatives ſhalt 
be choien annuaily by ballot, by the freemen of the com< 
morwealth, on the ſecond Tueſday in October forever, (ex- 
cent this preſent year) and fhall meet on the fourth Monday 
oi (lie lame month, and ſhail be ſtiled, The General A embiy 
c Kefreſentetives of the Freemen Gf Pennſylvania, and mall 
Fave power to chuſe their ſpeaker, the treaſurer of the ſtate, 
and their other officers ; fit on their own adjournments ; 
Prepare bills and enaR them into laws; judge of the electi- 
en and qualifications of theiz own members 3 they may 
ExPc! 2, member, but not a ſeco: d time ſor the ſame cauſe 3 
they my adminiſter eaths or affirmations on examination of 
Wikaehes ; Tearcls gricvances; impeach ſtate criminals 3 


_ 


5 th ro 


- S$e#.:7, The houſe of repreſentatives of the freemen of 


* 


r | 
Sities and counties: And ſhall have ai: other powers neceſ- 


ſar / for the legiſlature of a tree ſtate or commonwealth : But 
they all have no power to add to, al , aboltth, or in- 
fringe any part of chis conſtitution. | 


Seck. 10. A quorum of the houje of repreſentatives ſhall 


conſiſt of two thirds of the whole number of members elect- 


ed ; and having met and choien their ipeaker, thall each of 


them before they proceed to bujinets, take and tabicribe, as 
well the oath or affirmation of fidelity and allegiance herein 
after directed, as the following oath or athicmation, vi. 


« | do {wear (or affirm) that as a member ol this 


aſſembly, I will not propoſe or aijcat to any bill, vate, or 
reſolution, which ſhall appear to me injurious to the peopie; 


nor do or conſent to — act or taing whatever, that thall 
have a tendency to leſſen or abridge their rights and privi- 
leges, as declared in the conſtitution of this ſtate; but will 


in all things conduct myſelf as a faithful honeſt repreſenta- | 


ive and guardian of the people, according to the beit of my 


33 


judgment and abilities. 


And each member þefore he takes his ſeat, ſhall make 4p 
and ſubſcribe the following declaration, vg. _ 


] do believe in one God, the creator and governar of 
the univerſe, the rewarder of the good and the puniſher of 
the wicked, And 1 do acknowledge the ſcriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament to be given by divine 1atpiration,”* 
And no farther or other religious teſt ſhall ever hereaiter 
be required of any civil officer o- magiſtrate. in this ſtate. 
Seck. 11. Delegates to repreſent this ſtate in Congreſs, 
ſhall be choſen by ballat by the future general allemvly at 
their firſt meeting, and annually for ever afterwards, as 


long as ſuch repreſentation ſhall be neceſſary. Any delegate 
May be ſuperſeded at any time, N. the general aſſembly ap- 
0 


pointing another in his ſtead. man ſhall fit in Con- 
greſs longer than two years ſucceſlively, nor be capable of 
re- election for three years afterwards ; And no perion who 
holds any office in the gift of Cangreſs, ſhall hereafter be 
elected to 1 this commonweolth in Congreſs. 

Sec. 12. If any city or cities, county or counties, ſhall 


neglect or refuſe ta elect and ſend repreſentatives to the ge- 


* 


neral affemhly, twa thirds of the members from ne cities 


they 


$ 
—. 


counties that do elect and ſend. repreſentatives, provided 
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ant charters 6f incorporation; conſtitute towns, boroughs, 
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they may be a majority of the cities and counties of the 
whole ſtate, when met ſhall have all the powers of the gene- 
ral aſſembly, as fully and amply as if the whole were preſent. 
- $:#. 13. The doors of the howte in which the repreſenta- 
tatives of the freemen of this ſtate thall fit in general aſſem- 
- bly, ſhall be and remain open tor the admitlion of all per- 
fons who behave decently, except only when the welfare pf 
this ſtate may require the doors to be ſhut - 
Sea. 14. The vote: and proceedings of the general aſ- 
ſembly ſhall be priated weekly during their ſitting, with the 
eas and nays on any queſtion, vote, or reiolution, where 
any two members require it, except when the vote is taken 
by ballot ; and when the yeas and nays are ſo taken, every 
member ſhall have a right to inſert the reaſons of his vote 
upon the minutes, if he deſire it. "OM 
Seck. 15. To the end that the laws before they are enact- 
ed may be more maturely conſidered, and the inconvenience 
of haſty determinations as nuch as ble prevented, all 
bills of public nature ſhall be printed tur the conſideration of 
the people, before they are read in general aſſembly the laft 
time for debate and amendment; and except on occaſions of 
©  ſuddenneceſiity ſhall not be paſſed into laws until the next 
&ſfion of aſſembly; and for the more perfect ſatisfaction of 
the public, the reaions and motives for making ſuch laws 
hall be fully and clearly expreſſed in the preambles. 
_ See. 16. The ſtile of the laws of this commonwealth 
mall be, Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the 
| repreſentatives of the people of the commonwealth of Penn- 
ſyivania, in general aſſembly met, and by the authority of 
the ſame.” And the general aſſembly ſhall affix their ſeal 
to every bill, as ſoon as it is enacted into a law, which ſeal 
ſhall be kept by the aſſembly, and ſhall be called, Te el 
E laws of Penahyluauia, and ſhall not be uſed for any 
Other . | | | . 
. city of Philadelphia, and each county in 
this commonwealth reſpectively, ſhall on the firſt Tuetday 
| 1 of November in the preſent year, andon the ſecond Tueſday 
| in October, annually, for the two next ſucceeding years, 
to wit, the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſe- 
ven, and the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 
eight, Hſe ſix perſons to repreſent them in general aſſem- 
Bly. But as repreſentation in proportion to the pomher of 
Kee | _ kayable 
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's of the MI taxable inhabitants, is the only principle which + at alk 
e gene- times ſecure liberty, and make the voice of a majority of 
preſent, MW the people the law of the land; therefore, the general aſ- 


reſenta. ſembly ſhall cauſe complete liſts of the taxabie inhabitants 
aſſem- in the city and each county in the commonwealth reſpective- 
per- ly, to be taken, and returned to them, on or before the 
Ifare f laſt meeting of the aſſembly, elected in the year one thou- 
5 ſand ſeven L Aire and ſeventy eight, who ſhail appoint a 
ral af. repreſentation to each, in proportion to the number of tax- 
ith the ables in ſuch returns? which repreſentation ſhall continue 
where for the next ſeven years afterwards, at the end of which, 
taken a new return of the taxable inhabitants ſhall be made, and 
every a repreſentation agreeable thereto appointed by the tail aſ- 
vote ſembly, and fo on ſeptennially for ever. The wages oi the 
"Tag tepreſentatives in enge; aſſembly, and all other ſtate 
naR. charges ſhall be paid out of the ſtats treaſury. | : | 
lence Seck. 18. In order that the freemen of this common- | 
d, all wealth may enjoy the benefit of election as equally as may | 
on of be, until the repreſentation thall commence, as directed in | 
e laſt the foregoing ſection, each conaty at its own choice may be | 
ns of | divided into diſtricts, hold elections therein, and ele their 
next repreſentatives in tae county, and their ether elective of- Aj 
n of ficers, as ſhall be hereraſter regulated by the general aſ- | 
laws ſembly of this ſtate. And no inhabitant of this ſtate ſhall 
| have more than one annual vote at the general election for # 
alth repreſentatives in aſſembly. | . | | 
the Sec. 19 For the preſent the ſupreme executive council of 
nn- this tate ſhall conſiſt cf twelve perſons, choſen in the follow- | 
7 of ing manner : The freemen of the city of Philadelphia, and | 
eal oli tie counties of Philadelphia, Cheſter, and Bucks, reſpec. | 
RR tively, ſhall chooſe by ballot one perſon for the city, and one 
ea! for each county aforeſaid, to ſerve for three years and no 
ny longer, at the time and place for electing repreſentatives in. 
| general aſſembly. The freemen of the counties of Lancaſ- 
in | ter, York, Cumberland, and Berks, ſhall, in like manner, 
ay elect one perſoa in each county reſpectively, to ſerve as coun- 
Tal ſellors for two years, and no longer. And the counties of 
- Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland and Weſtmorland, 
i reipectively, ſhall, in like manner elect one perſon for each 


county, to ſerve as counſellors for one year and no longer. 
And at the expiration of the time for which each counſellor 
was chalen to ſereve, the freemen of che city of Philadel- 


* 
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phia, and of the ſeveral counties In this ſtate reſpe&ively, 
thall ele& one perſon to ſerve as. counteilor for three years' 
and no longer; and ſoon every third year for ever, By 
this mode of election and cotitinual rotation, more men will 
be trained to; publig buſineſs, there will in every ſubſe- 
quent year be found in the council, a number of perſons ac- 
quainted with the proceedings of the foregoing years, where- 
by the buſineſs will ,be more conſiſtently conducted, and 
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moreover the danger of- eſtabliſhing an inconvenient ariſto- 


cracy will be effectually prevented. , All vacancies in the 


council that may happen by death; feſignation. or other- 


wile, ſhall be filled at the next general election for repre- 
ſentatives in general aſſembly, unleſs a particular election for 
that pur poſe ſhall be ſooner appointed by the preſident and 
council. No member of the generhl aſſembly, or delegate; 
in Congreis, ſhall be choſen a member of the council. The 

reſident and vice-preſident ſhall be choſen annually, by the 
Joint ballot of the general aſſembly and council, of the 


members of the council? Any perſon having ſerved as a 


counſellor for three ſucceſſive years,” ſhall be incapable of 

holding that office for four years afterwards, . Every member 

of the council ſhall be a juſtice of the peace for the whole 

commonwealth, by virtue of his office. Os | 
In caſe new 14 


neighbou 


counties. 


The council ſhall meet avinually, at the ſame time and 


place with the general aſſenibly. | 


The treaſurer of the ſtate, truſtees of the loan- office, na- 
val office, collectors of the cuſtoms, or exciſe, judge of the, 


: s . * ay - 
admiralty, attornies-general, ſheriffs and prothanotaries, 


ſtall not be capable of a ſeat in the'general: aſſembly, exe- 
cutive council, or Continental Congreſs. - . * 


Seer. 20 The preſident, and in lis abſence the vice- pre- 
dent with the council, five of whom ſhafl be a quorum, 


Mall have power to appoint and commiſſionate judges, na- 
val officers, judge of the admiralty, attorney-general, and 


all other officers civil and military, except ſuch as are choſen 
by the general aſſembly or the people, agrreable to this 
* of government, and the laws that may be made here- ; 


after; 


| tional corntjes ſhall hereafter be erected 
in this ſtate, ſuch-county or counties ſhall ele& a counſellor. 
and ſuch county or counties ſhall be. annexed to the next 
uring counties, and fnall take rotation with ſuch 


aſter 3 
oned b) 
ul the © 
law or 
ſtates, 
tivil a 
them n 
ſhall fi 
taking 
fupren 


T'? z 
t. - 


Conflitution of Pang hlvama. 13 90 f 


* 


1 


17 


eter > and ſhall ſupply every vacancy, in any office occuſi- 


ears dned by death, refignation, remova!, or diiqualificaticu, un- 
By ul the office can be filled in the time a d manner dit te 'y 
will law or this conſtitution. They are to e rreſpond with vi. vr 
bie- fates, and tranſact buſineis with the viiicers of government, 
ac- tivil and military; and prepare ſuch buſineis as appfe to. 
eres them neceſſary, to lay before the, general afſembly. Tley 
and mall fit as judges to hear and determine on impeachmen s, 
to: taking to their aſfliſtance, for advice only, the juſtices of the 
the MW fipreme court. And ſhall have power to grant pardons; and 
hers: | pemit fines in all gaſes whatſoever, except, in caſes of im- 
Pre- peachment; and in caſes of treaſon and murder, ſhall have 
1 _ to grant reprieves, but not to pardon, until the end of 
and e next ſeſſions nf ares" but there ſhall be no ren . 
gate fion or mitigation of puniſhments on impeachments; exc-pt' 
The by act of the legiſlature; they are alſo to take care that ihe 
tlie laws be faithful y executed 35 they are to expedite the exe- | 
the | cution of ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon by ie e | 
RE neral aſſembly ; and they may draw upon the treaſury for 
> of ſuch ſums as all be appropriated by the houſe ; they muy 
ber alſo lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any come, | 
hole modity for any time, not exceeding thirty days, in the re- 
ceſs of the houſe 5170 : They may grant ſuch licences 18 f 
ged mall be directed by law ; and ſhall have power to call toge- 
lor ther the general aſſembly when neceſſary, betoze the tay o. 
leit which they ſhall ſtand adjourned. The preſident ſhu!j be | 
ſuch commander in chief of xhe forces of the ſtate, but ſhall not | 
. command in, perſon, except adviſed thereto by the cou, 
nnd and then only ſo long as they ſhail approve thereof. The 
: reſident and council ſhall have a ſecretary, and keep fair 
5 books of their proceedings, wherein any counſellor may en- | 
the ter his diſſent, with his reaſons in, ſupport of it. | 
ies, Sed. 21. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name and by the | 
xe- || quthority of Be? jay of the commonwealth of Pennſyl- 5 
vania, ealed with the ſtate ſeal, ſigned by the preſident of | 
bre ice- preſident and atteſted by the ſecretary j which ſeal ſu alk. | 
am, kept by tlie council. 3 5 5 | 
na- Seck. 22. Every officer of ſtate, whether judicial or exe» 4 
nd eutive, ſhall be liable to he impeached by the genera! (+ , | 
en fombly, either when in office, or after hf ref gnations or e- | 
this ea fer al- adminiſtration :? All impeaguucats ſha be | 
eres M boters | 
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before the þ prevent or vice-preſident and council, who half: 
hear and determine the ſame. 
Seck. 23. 


term, but removeable for miſbehaviour at any t'me by'the 
general aſſembly; they ſhall not be allowed to fit as mem- 
bers in the Continental Congreſs, executive council, or ge- 
neral aſſembly, nor to hold any other office civil or military, 
nor to take or receive fees or perquiſites of any kind. 

Sect. 24. The. ſupreme court, and the ſeveral courts of 
common fern of this commonwealth, ſhall, beſides the 
powers uſually exeriſed by ſuch courts, have the powers of 
a court of chancery, ſo ar as relates to the perpetuating 
teſtimony, obtaining evidence from places not within this 
ſtate. and the care of the 2 and eſtates of thoſe who 
are nm compotis mentis, and ſuch other powers as may be 
found neceſſary by future general aſſemblies, not inconſiſt- 
ent with this conſtitution. 

Sect. 25. Trials ſhall be by j jury as heretdfore : And i it 
is recommended to the legiſlature of this fate to provide by 
law againſt every corruption of partiality in the choice, re- 
turn, or appointment of juries. 
$28. 26. Courts of ſeſſions, common pleas, and orphans: 
courts ſhall be held quarterly in each city and county; and! 
the legiſlature ſhall have power to eſtablith all other courts as. 
they may judge for the good of the inhabitants of the ſtate. 


All courts ſhall be open, and juſtice ſhall be impartially ad- 


miniſtered, without corruption or unneceſſary delay: All 
their officers ſhall be paid an adequate but moderate com- 
penſation for their ſervices : And if any officer ſhall take 
greater or other fees than the Jaws allow kim, either direct- 
Iy or indirectly, it ſhall ever after diſqualify him from hold- 
ing any office in this ſtate. 

Sea. 27. All proſecutions ſhall ctmmence in the nome 
and by the authority of the ſreemen of the commonwealth 
of Pennſylvania ; and all indictments ſhall conclude with. 
theſe words,“ al the peace and dignity cj ihe ſume.“ The 


fyie of all proceſs hereafter in this ſtate ſhall be, 7. be - com 


nonwealth of Penn;  lvana.. 
Sect. 28. The perſon of a debtor, where there is not a 


Wong prefumptiou of fraud, hall not be continued in 1 - 
| 1 


The judges of the ſupreme court of judicature 
ſhall have fixed ſalaries, be commiſſioned for ſeven years 
only, though capable of re-appointment at the end of that 
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| 
ſn, after delivering up, bo2a fida, all his eftate real and 

erſonal, for the uie of his creditors, in 1ucn manner as 
114i: be hereafter regulated by law. All priloners ihall be 
bailable by ſufficient iureties, unleis ior capital offences, 
whea the proof is evident, or the preiumpciou great. | 

Sec. 29. Exeeſſive bail ſhall not be exactcu tor bailable 
offences: And all tines ſhail be moderate. | 
Od. zo. Juſtices of the peace ihall be elected by the free- 
hoiders 07 cach city aud county reipectively, thai is to lay, 
two or more perſons may be cheien tor each ward, towniiup, 
or diſtrict, as the law ihall heieatter direct: And taggr 
names ſhall be returned to the preudent in council, wao 
ſhall coinmiſſionate one or more of tnem tor each ward, 
4ownihip, or diſtrict ſo returning for ſeven years, remove- 
able tor milconduct by the general aſſembly: But if any 
city or county, ward, towaihip,.or diitrict in this common- 
avealth, ſhall hereafter iachae tochange the manner of ap- 
pointing taeir jultices of tae peace, as ſettled in this arti- 
cle, the general aſſembly may maxe laws t. 1eguiatc due 
ſame, agreeable to the deſire of a majority of the freehold- 
ers of thr city or county, ward, towuthip, or diſtrict 10 ap- 
plying. No juſtice of the peaee ſhall, ſit-in the general aſs 
{embly, unle:s he firſt reſign his commiſſion, nor thall he be 
allowed to take any fees, nor any ſalary or allowance, ex- 
Cept ſuch as the future. legiſlature may grant. 

Sec. 31. Sheriffs and coroners thaii oe elected annually 
in each city and county, by the freemen; that 1s to ſay, 
two perſons for each office, one of waom for each, is to be 
coin miſlioned by che preſident in council. No perioa ſhall 
continue in tae office of ſheriiF more than three ſucceſſive 
years, or be capable of being again elected during tour 
wars afterwards. The election ſhall be held at the iame 
tine aad place appointed for the election of repreſentatives « 
And the commiſſioners and aſſeſſors, and other officers cho- 
ſen by the people, ſhall allo be then and there elected, as 
his been uiuatly heretofore, until altered or otherwite re- 
galated by the future legiſlature of this ſtatc. 

Seck. 32. All elections, whether by the people or in ge- 
neral ailerably hall be by ballot, free and voluatary: Aud 
any elector, who thall receive any gift or reward for his 
vote, in meat, drink, monies, or otherwie, ſhall terfeic 
his right to clect torthat time, and fates ſach other penal- 
* * ® ; | dy. 
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ty as fature laws mall direct. And any pere who ſhall di. 
rectly or indirectly give, promile, or beltow any ſuch rewar 
to be elected, ſhall be thereby rendered incapabie to ſerve 
for the enſuing year. 

Seck. 33. All fees, licence money, Aach, and forfeiturey 
heretofore granted, or paid to the Governor, or his depu. 
ties for the ſupport of government, tall hereafter be paid 


into the public neal unlets alter or abojiſhed by the 


fiaure ſegiſlggnre n 
Sd. 34. A regiſter” . offics for the probate of wills, and 
grantiag letters of adminiſtration, and an office for the re- 
| rt of deeds, ſhall be kept in each city and county: 
The officers to be appointed by the general afſembly, re. 
moveable at their . and to be commiſſioned y the 
Preſident in cauncil. 
T Leck. 35. The printing probes mall be free to every per- 
ſon who undertakes to examine the proceedings c of the ice 
gill ure, or any part of government. 15 
Seck. 36. As every freeman to preſerve his independence, 
(if without a ſufficient eſtate) ought to have ſyme pr 
calling, trade or farm, whereby” he may honeſtly ſubſiſt 
there can be no neceſſity for, hor ole in eftabliſhing offices 


of profit ; ; (he uſual effects of which are dependence and ſer- 


Vility, unbecoming freemen, in the poſicfiors and expect- 
ants 3 faction, contention, corrupticn, arid diſorder amon 

the eople. © Bat if any man 1s called into public ſervice, 
to he prejudice of his ptivate affairs, he has a right to 
a r.2i0nable compenſation : And whenever an office, through 
Increale of fees, or otherwiſe, becomes ſo profitable as ta 


occaſion many to apply for ir. che Profits ene to be leſ- 


ſeacd by tac legiſlature,” 

Seck. 37. The future legillatare of this date ſhalt regu - 
late eatails.inluch a manner as to prevent perpetuities. 

See. 38. The penal laws as heretofore uſed, ſhall be re- 
formed iy the legiſſature of this Bate, as ſoon as may be, 


and p\:iſhments made in ſome caſes leſs ſanguinary, a and in 


general :nore proportionate to the crimes, © 
$4." 39. 1 deter 19 pr eFeRually from, the commiſſion 
of crimes, by contirged vißible piniſhment of long daration, 
a1 to, make; {angurnary paniſhmeuts leſs neceffary, houſes 
ought to be provided for. patiſhing by hard labour, thoſe 
Vos ihall be Nee 4 ok crimes not capital; wherein the 
munaly 
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' griminals ſhall beemployed fs the benalle of is public, oo 
for reparation of injuries done to private perſons: And all 
| 3 at proper times ſhall be admitted to ſee the priſoa- 


rs at their labour. 7 : 8 
Sec. 40. Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or 


military, in authority under this commonwealth, ſhall take 


the following oath or athrmation of allegiance, and general 
oath of office, before he enter on the execution of his of- 
fice : The oath or affirmation of allegiance. 1 de 


fear (or affirm) that I will be true and faithful to the common=- 


wealth of Pennſylvania : Aud that I will noi directly or indi- 
rely do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to the conſtitution 
er government thereof, as 2 by the convention,” The 
oath or affirmation of office. do fwear (or 


effirm ) that {will faithfully execute the office of for the 


of: and will do equal right and juſtice to all 
nen to the beſt of my facet and abilities, according to law." 
Seck. 41. No public tax, cuſtom, or contribution ſhall be 
impoſed upon, or paid by the people of this ſtate, except 

a law for that purpoſe : Before any law be made tor 
Failing it, the purpoſe for which any tax is to be raiſe d, 
ought to appear clearly to the legiſlature to be of more ſer- 
vice to the community than the money would be, if not 
collected; which being well obſerved, taxes can never be 
burdens 
Sect. 42. Every fore ignen of good character, who comes 


ta ſettle in this ſtate, having firſt taken an oath or affirma- 


tion of allegiance to the ſame, may purchaſe, or by other 
uſt means acquire, hold, and transfer land or other real eſ- 
tate; and after one years reſidence ſhall be deemed a free 
citizen thereof, and entitled to all the rights of a natural born 
ſubject of this ſtate, except that he ſhall not be capable of 
being elected a repreſentative, until after two years reſiQ- 
ence. | 
Sea, 43. The inhabitants of this ſtate ſhall have liberty 
to fowl and huat in ſeaſonable times on the lands they hold, 
and on all other lands therein, not incloſed ;- and 1a like 
Sinner to fiſh in all haatable waters, and others, not pri- 


vate praperty, 


Se&s 44. A ſchool or ſchools ſhall be eſtabliſhed in each 
county by the legiſlature, for the convenient inſtruction of 
Youth, with ſuch ſalaries to the maſters paid by the public as 
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may enable them to inſtruct youth at low prices: And a 
uſeful learning ſhall be duly encouraged and promoted in on 
or more univerſities. % | 

S:#. 45. Laws tor the encouragement of virtue, and 
pre eation of vice and immorality, ſhali be made and always 
15 in force, and provifion ſhall be made for thei; 64e 
execation : And allrehgious ſocieties or bodies of men here- 
tof re united or incorporated for the advancement of religt- 
on aad learning, or jor other pious and charitable purpoies, 
ſha'l be ercouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the 
privileges immanities and eſtat which they were accuſtcm - 
ed ro eajoy, or could of right have enjoyed, under the laws 
and ſormer conſt' t tio o:tius ſtate. % 
Seck. 46. The declariition of rights is hereby declared to 
be a part of the conſtitution of this commonwealth, and 
ought never to be violated on any pretence whatever. 
Sec. 47. That the freedom of this commonwealth ma 


be preſerved inviolate for ever, there ſhall be choſen by 


ballot by the free men in each city and county reſpectively, 
on the ſecond Tueſday in October, in the year one thoutand 


ſeven hundred and eight-three, and on the tecond "Tueſday 


in October in every ſeventh year thereafter, two perions in 
each city and county of this ſtate, to be called, 7 he Council 
Bf Cen ſors, who ſhall meet together on the fecond Monday of 
rn 4 next enſuing tirAr election; the majority of 
whom ſhall be a quorum in every caſe, except as to calling 
A convention, la whick two thirds of the whole number 
elected ſhall agree; and whoſe duty it ſhall be to enquire 
whether the conſtitution has been preſerved inviolate ? 


And whether the legiſlative and executive branches of go- 


vernment have performed their duty as guardians of the peo- 


ple, or aſſumed to themſelves, or exerciſed other or greater 
powers than they are entitled to by the conſtitution : They 
are allo toenquire whether the public taxes have been juſt- 
Iy laid and collected in all parts of this commonwealth, in 
what manner the public monies have been diſpofed of, and 
whether the laws have been July execated. For theſe pur. 
poies they ſhall have power to fend for perſons, papers, a: # 
records; they ſhall have authority to paſs public cenſures, 
to order impeachments, and to recommend to the legiſlature 
the repealing ſuch laws as appear to them to have been 
Enacted contrary to the principles of thc couſtitution: Theſe 
FON. 
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powers they ſhall continue to have, for and during the ſpace 


of one year from the day of their election, and no longer: 
The ſaid council of cenjors ſhaTt alſo have power to call a 
convention, to meet within two y 9:5 after their fitting, if : 
there appear to them an abſolute neceſſity of amending any, 
article of the conſtitution which may be defective, explaining; 
ſuch as my be thought not clearly expreſſed, and of adding 
ſac as are neceſſary for the preiervation of the rights and 
happineſs of the people: But the articles to be amended, 
and the amendments propoted, aed ſich articles as are pro- 
poled to be adued or 2':olifhed, ſhall be promulgated at leaf 
ſi months befio.: the Jay appointed for the election of ſuck 
convention, for tlie previous coniideration of the people, 
that they may have, an opportunity of inſtructing their de- 
legates on the ſubject. | | | 
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ADECLARATION#FRIGHT S and Fundamens' 
tal Rules of tbe Delaware State, formerly ftiled, The Go- 
- vernment of the Counties of Newcaſtle; Kent and Suſſex, 
upon Delaware. | | | 


1. HAT alt government of right originates from the 

_ people, is founded in compact only, and inſtituted 
folely for the good of the whole. 

2. That all men have a natural and unalienable right tor 
worſhip Almighty God according to the dictates of their owre+ 
conſciences and underſtandings; and that no man ought, or 
et right can be compelled to attend any religions worship, 
r maintain any miniſtry, contra ry to or againſt his on free 
will and conſent, and that no authority can or ought to be 
veited in, or aſſumed by any power whatever, that {hall in 
any caſe interfere with, or in any manner contronl the right 
vi conſcience, in the free exereiſe of religious worſhip. 

3. That all perſons profeſing the chriſtian religion, ought! 
for ever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this ſtate, un- 
le!s under coulour of religion, any man diſtarb the peace, 

the happigeſs, ar falety of ſociety. Fo BET 
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4. That the people of this ſtate have the ſole, Exclufve, 


and inherent right of governing and regulating the internal 
police of the tame. . | 5 ; 
5. That perions entru: sd with the legiſlative and ex- 
ecutive powers are the truſtees and ſervants of the publie, 
and as fuch accountable for their conduct; wherefore, 
whenever the ends of government are perverted, and pub- 


lic liberty manifeſtly endangered by the legiſlative ſingly, or 


a treacherbus combination of both, the people may, and of 
right ought to eftabliſh a new, or reform the old govern- 
))) Ie ET 
6. That the right in the people to participate in the legiſ- 
lature is the foundation of liberty and of all free govern- 
ment, and for this end all elections ought to be free and 
frequent, aud every freeman having ſufficient evidence of a 
permanent common intereſt With, and attachment to tlie 
community, hath 4 right of fuffrageme. 
7. That no power of ſuſpending laws, or the execut ion 
of laws ought to be exerciſed unleſs by the legiſlature, 

8. That for redreſs of grievances and for amending and 
ſtrengthening-of the laws, the legiſlature ought to be fre- 
quently conven ed. Fs / 

9. That every man hath a right to petition the legiſlature 
for the redreſs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly 
manner, 5 ; : 


10. That every member of ſociety. hath a right to be 


protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, 
and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards 


the expence of that protection, and yield his perſonal ſervice 
t no part of 


when neceſſary, or an equivalent thereto ; | 
4 man's property can be juſtly taken from him, or applied 


to public uſes without his own conſent, or that of his legal 


repreſentatives: Not can any man that is conſcientiouſly 
ſcrupulous of bearing arms in any caſe, be juſtly compelled 
thereto, if he will pay fuch equivalent. 

11. That — 


uͤnjuſt, and ought not to be made. 


12. That every freeman, for every injury done him ii 
rſon, ought to 
have remedy by the courſe, of the law of the land, and 
ought to have juſtice and tight for the injury done to Fas 


his goods, lands, or perion, by any other 


| pective laws, puniſhing offences commit- 
ted before the exiſtence of ſuch laws, are oppreſſive and 
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freely without ſale, fully without any denial, and ſpeedily 
without delay, according to the law of the land. 

13. That trial by jury of facts where they ariſe, is one of 
the greateſt ſecurities ot the lives, liberties, and eſtates of 
the people. l 3 | 

14. 'That in all proſecutions for criminal offences, every 
maa hath a right to be informed of the accuſation againſt 
him, to be allowed counſel, to be confronted with the a: 
cuſers or witneſſes, to examine evidence on oath in his fa- 
vour, and to a ſpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without 
whoſe unanimous conſent he ought not to be found guilty. 

15. That no man in the courts of common law ought ta 
be compelled to give evidence againſt himſelf. | 

16. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required, nor 
exceſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments 
inflicted. 5 , 85 
17. That all warrants without oath to ſearch ſuſpected 
places, or to ſeize any perſon or his property, are griev- 
dus and oppreſſive; and all general warrants to ſearch ſuſpec- 


ted places, or to apprehend all perſons ſuſpected, without 


naming or deſcribing the place or any perſon in ſpecial, are 
illegal, and ought not to be granted. : | 

18. That a well regulated militia is the proper, natural, 
and ſafe defence of a free government. 

19. That ſtanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and 
ought not to be raiſed or kept up without the conſent of the 


legiſlature. 3 
20. That in all caſes and at all times the military ought 
to be under ſtrict ſubordination to, and governed by the 
civil power. F 
21. That no ſoldier ought to be quartered in any houſe 
in time of peace, without the. cunſent of the owner ; and in 
re of war in ſuch maaner only as the legiſtature ſhall di- 
rect. 5 . 
22. That the independency and uprightneſs of judges, 
are eſſential to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and 
a great ſecurity to the rights and liberties of the people. 
23. That the liberty of the preſs ought to be inviolably 
Preterved, oy 28 J | | 
Ap 
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Th CONSTITUTION, or Syſtem of Government 
agreeed and reſolved upon by the Repreſent aliwes in ful 
- ConvenT10n of the Delaware State, formerly filed, 
The Government of the Counties of Neweaſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex, upon Delaware; he ſaid Repreſentatives being 
\ choſen by the Freemen of the ſaid State for that exfrejs 
Purpoſe, | . 


1. HE government of the counties of Newcaſtle, 
| Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware, ſhall hereafter 
in all public and other wfitings be called, The Delaware 
5 State. 1 | R „ 
2. The legiſlature ſhall be formed of tw diſtinct branches: 
They ſhall meet once or oftener in every year, and ſhall be 
called, The General Aſſembly of Delaauaree. 
3. One of the branches of the legiſlature ſhall be called, 
The Houſe of , Aſſembly, and ſhall conſiſt of ſeven repreſenta- 
tives to be choſen for each county annually, or ſuch perlons 
as are freeholders of the ſame. | 0 
4. The other branch ſhäll be called, 7% Council, and 
conſift of nine members; three to be choſen for each coun- 
ty at the time of the firſt election of the aſſembly, who 
Mall be freeholders of the county for which they are choſen, 
and be upwards of twenty-five years ef age. At the end 
of one year after the general election, the counſellor who” 
had the ſmalleſt number of votes in each county ſhall be diſ- 
placed, and the vacfncies thereby otcafioned ſupplied by 
the freemen of each county chooſing the ſame or another 
perſon at a new election in manner aforeſaid. - At the 
_endof two years after the firft general election, the coun- 
fellor who ſtood ſecond in number of votes in each coun- 
ty ſhall * be ' diſplaced, and the vacancies thereby oc- 
caſioned ſupplied by a new election in maaner aforeſaid, 
And at the end of three years 'frort the firſt general election, 
the counſellor who had the greateſt number of votes in each 
county ſhall be diſplaced, and the vacancies thereby oc- 
caſioned ſupplied by a new election in manner aforeſaid. 
And this rotation of a counſellor being diſplaced at the end 
of three years in each county, and his office ſupplied by a 
new choice ſhall be continred afterwards in due order an- 
mally forever, whereby, aftes, the firſt general election, a 
counter wil remaia in truſ for three years from the ww 
* | of 
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2 full af his being elected, and a counſeilor will be diſplaced, and 
flaled, the tame or another Choſen in each county at every elec- 
Kent, tion. Z Ee oo <s | 15 
being 5. The right of ſuffrage in the election of members for 
eh. both houſes ſhall remain as exerciied by law at preleat 3 


and each houie ſhall chopie its own ipeaxer, appoint its own 
othcers, judge of the qualifications and elections of its own 


aſtle, members, ſefttle irs own rules of proceeding, and direct 
after writs of eiection tor {uppiyng intermediate vacancies. They 
are may alſo ſeverally expei any of their own members for mij- 

55 behaviour, but not a ſecond time in the lame ſeiſions for 
ches: the ſame offence; if re-eiected ; and they ſhall have all 
11 be other powers neceſſary for the legiilature of a free and in- 

dependant ſtate. %%% wn gs 7 
lled, + 6. All money-bills for the ſupport of government ſhall 
nta- originate in the houſe of aſſemoly, and may be altered, 
rions xmended or rejected by the legiflative council. All other 


bills and ordinances may take rite ia the houie of afſem- 


and bly or legiſtative council and may be altered, amended or 
oun- J EN nt Sou bs CO i 
WhO 7. A preſident or chief magiſtrate ſhall be choſen by 
fen, joint ballot of both houſes, to be taken in the houſe of ai- 
end ſembly, and the box examined by the ſpeakers of each houie 
whe” an the preſence of the other members, and incaſe the num- 
diſ- bers for the two higheſt in votes ſnould be equal, then the 
| by ſpeaker of the council {hail have an additional caſting 
ther voice, and the appointment of the perſon who has the majo- 
the rity of votes ſhall be entered at large on the minutes nnd 
dun- journals of each houſe, and a tapy thereof on parchment, 
dun. certiſied and ſigned by the ſpeakers reſpectively, and ſealed 
c- with the great ſeal of the ſtate, which they are hereby au- 
aid. thoriſed to affix, ſhall be delivered to the perſon ſo choſen 
ion, ꝓteſident, who ſhall continue in that office three years, and 
ach until the ſitting of the next general aſſembly and no longer, 
o- nor be eligible until the exptration of three years after he 
iid, {fall have been out of that office. An adequate but mode- 
end rate ſalary ſhall be ſettled oa him during his continuance in 
ya office. He may draw for ſuch ſums of money as ſhall. be ap- 
an- propriated by the general aſſembly, and be accountable to 
* them for the ſame; he may, by and with the advice of the 
me; privy council, lay embargoes or prohibit, the exportation of. 
* 


any commodity for any dine not exceediag thirty days, in 
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the receſs of the general aſſembly ; he ſhall have the power 
of granting pardons or reprieves. except where tlie protech- 
tiion ſhall be carried on the houſe of aſſembly, or the 
law ſhall otherwiſe direct, in which cates no pardon or re- 
8 ſhall be granted but by a reſolve of the houſe of aſ- 
embly ; and may exerciſe all the other executive powers 

of government, limited and reſtrained as by this couſti tu- 
tion is mentioned, and according to the laws of the late. 
And on his death, inability, or abſence from the ſtate, the 
ſpeaker of the legiſlative council for the time being ſhall be 
vice-preſident, and in caſe of his death, inability, or ablence 
from the ſtate, the ſpeaker of the houſe of aſſembiy ſhall 


have the powers of a preſident, until a new nomination is 


made by the general aſſembly, 
8. A privy-council conſiſting of four members ſhall be 
choſen by ballot, two by the legiſlative council and two by 
the houſe of aſſembly : Provided, that no regular officer of 
the army or navy in the ſervice and pay of the continent, 
or of this, or of any other ſtate ſhall be be eligible. And 
a member of the legiſlative council or of the houſe of aſ- 
ſembly being choſen of the privy-council, and acceptin 
thereof, ſhall thereby loſe his ſeat. Three members mall 
be a quorum, and their advice and proceedings ſhall be en- 
tered on record, and figned by the members preſent, (io any 
part of which any member may enter his diſſent) to be 
aid before the general aſſembly, when called for by them. 
Two members all be removed by ballot, one by the legiſ- 
lative council, & one by che houſe of aſſembly, at the end of 
two years, & thoſe who remain the next year after, who ſhall 
ſeverally be ineligible for the next three years. 'Theie vacan- 
cies, as well as thoſe occaſioned by death or incapacity, ſhall 
be ſupplied by new elections in the ſame manner. And this 
rotation of a privy-counſellor ſhali be continued afterwards 
in due order annually for ever. The preſident may by ſum- 
mons convene the privy-council at any time when the pub- 


lic exigencies may require, and at ſuch place as he ſhall 


think moſt convenient, when and where they are to attend 
accordingly. : | 

9. The preſident with the advice and conſent of the 
; *pnivy-council, may embody the militia, and act as Captain- 
general and commander in chief of them, and the other 
military force of this Rate, under the laws of the ſame. 


3 * n 
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the Power 10. Either houſe of the general aſſembly may adjourn 
* prolect- Nieinſelves reſpectively. The preſident ſhall not prorogue, 
„or the Wijourn, or diſſolve the general aſſembly, but he may, with | 
n Or re- ie advice of the privy-council, or oa the application of a 4 
le of af- najority of either nd, call them before the time to which 

© Powers hey ſhall ſtand adjourned ; and the two houſes ſhall always 

coultitu. Wt at the {ame time and place, for which purpoſe imme diate- 

he ſlate. y after every adjournmeat, the ſpeaker of the houſe of aſſem- 

ate, the ly ſhall give notice tothe ſpeaker of the other houſe of the 

hall be Iime to which the houſe of aſſembly ſtands adjourned, h 

abience 11. The delegates for Delaware to the Congreſs of the 

y ſhall Knited ſtates of America, ſhall be choſen annually, or ſuper- 

ation is ded in the mean time, by joint ballot of both houſes in the 
aseneral aſſembly. 


hall be 12. The preſident and general aſſembly ſhall by joint bal- 
two by Pot appoi at three jaſtices of the ſupreme court for the ſtate, 
icer of ae of whom hall be ciuef-juſtige, and a judge of admiral- 
nent, Wy, and alſo four juitices of the courts of common pleas and 
And Pprphans courts for each county, one of whom in each court 
of af. hall be ſtiled Chief Juſtice (and in caſe of diviſion on the 
ys allot, the preſident ſhall have an additional caſting voice) 
S thall o be commiſſioned by the preſident under the  reat ſeal, 
e en- no ſhall continue in office during good behaviour; and 
to any during ehe time the juſtices of the 1aid ſupreme court and 
to be ourts of common pieas remain in office, they ſhall hold 
them, one othei except in the militia ; any one of the juſtices 
legiſ of eit ler of ſail courts ſhall have power in caſe of the non- 
nd of oming of his brethren, to open and adjourn the court. 
all \ adequate, fixed, but moderate ſalary ſhall be ſettled on 
ICan- nein during their continuance in office. The preſident and 
ſhall privy-council ſhall appoint the ſecretary, the attorney- 
| this peneral, regiſters of the probate of wills, and granting 
ards letters of adminiſtration, regiſters in chancery, clerks of 
ſum- ae courts of common pleas and orphan courts, and clerks 
ub- ff rhe peace, who ſhall be commiſſioned as aforeſaid, and 
hall remain in office during. five years, if they behave them- 
end elves well; during which time the ſaid regiſters in chan- 
ery and clerks ſhall not be juſtices of either of the ſaid 
the ourts of which they are officers, but they ſhall have au- 
lin- thority to ſign all writs by them iſſued, and take recog- 
her nizance of bail. The juſtices of the peace ſhall be nomi- 


nated by the houſe of. aſſombly, that is to ſay, They ſhall- 
= name 


r * 
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name twenty-four perſons for each county, of whom the pre. 
ſident, with the approbation of the privy-councl; thall aps 
point twelve, who ſhali be commutitoned as aforeiaid, an 
cdatinue ia office during ſeven years, it they behave thers 
ſelves well, and in caſe ot vacancies, or ii the legiilature 
all think proper to increaſe the number, they thail be no- 
minated and appointed in like manner. Ihe members of the 
legiſlative and privyscouncils ſnall be juſtices of the peace 
for the whole ſtate, during their continuance in truſt; and 
the juſtices of the courts of common pleas ſhall be conſerva- 
tors of the peace in their reſpective counties. | 
13. The juſtices of the courts of common pleas and or- 
Phan courts ſhalt have the power of holding inferior courts 
of chancery as heretofore, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall other- 
OS. oo, OE OE GG En 
14. The clerks of the ſupreme court ſhall be appointed 
by the chief juſtice thereof, and the recorders of deeds by: 
the juſtices of the courts of common pleas for each county 
ſeverally, and commiſſioned by the prefident under ihe 


great ſeal, and continue in office five years, if they behave' 
x — » 7 * 5 * 5 5 


themſelves well. „% «&a. ITE 5 

15. The ſheriffs and coroners of the reſpective counties 
ſhall be choſen annually - as heretotore; any 
having ſerved three years as ſheriff, ſhall be intellis tie for 


three years after ; and the preſident and privy-council ſhall 


have the appeintment of ſuch of the two candidates re- 
turned for the faid offices of ſheriff and coroner, as they 


ſhall think beſt qualified, inthe fame manner as the Gover- 


nor heretofore enjoyed this power. - - +: 

16. The general aſſembly by joint ballot ſhall appoint the 
generals and field officers, and all other officers in the ar- 
my or navy of this ſtate. And the preſident may appoint 
during pleaſure, until otherwiſe directed by the legiſlature, 
all neceſſary civil officers not herein before mentioned. 


17. There ſhall be an appeal from the ſupreme court of 


Delaware in matters of law and equity, to a court of ſeven 
perions, to conſiſt of the prendent for the time being, who 
ſhall prefide therein, and fix others, to be appointed, three 
by the legiſlative council, and three. by the houſe of aſſem- 


bly, who ſhall continue in office during good behaviour, and 
be commiſſioned by the preſident under the great ſeal ;* 


which court ſhall be ſtiled, Te Court of Appeats, and wer 
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all the authority and powers heretofore given by law in the 
laſt relort to the King in council, under the old government. 
The ſecretary ſhall be the clerk of this court, an4 vacancies, 
therein occationed by deathor incapacity, ſhail be ſupplied 
by new elections in manner aforeſaid. 5 0 DE 
18, The juſtices of the.ſupreme court and courts of com- 
mon pleas, the members of the privy council, theſe cretary, 
the truſtees of the loan office, and clerks of the courts of 
common pleas, during their continuance in office, and all 

erſons concerned in any army or navy con racts, ſhall be 
ineligble to either houſ® of attembly ; and any member of 
either houſe accepting of any other of the offices herein be- 
fore mentioned (excepting the office of a juſtice of the peace) 
ſhall have his ſeat thereby vacated, and a new election 
Rall be her. | 
19. The legiſlative council and aſſembly ſhall have the 
power of making the great ſeal of this ſtare, which ſhall be 
kept by the preſident, or in his abſence by the vice- preſi- 
dent, to be uſed by them as occaſion may require. It ſhall 
be called, The Great Seal off the Delaware State, and ſhall 
be aifixed to all laws and commiſſiongs. 


— ®. > 


20. Commitlſions ſhall run in the name of The Delaware 


Sale, and bear teſt by the preſident. Writs fhall run in the 
ſam? manner, and bear teſt in the name of the chief juſtice, 
er jaſtice firſt named in the com miſſioas for the ſeveral . 
courts, and be ſealed with the public ſeals of ſuch courts... 
Indictments ſhall conclude, 4gainft the peace and dignity of 
the State. | 25 „„ 
21. In caſe of vacancy of the offices above directed to be 
filled by the preſident and general afſembiy, the preſident 
a1d privy couacil, may appoint others in their ſtead, until 
there ſhall be a new election. | 4. | 
22. Every perſon, who {hall be choſen a member of either 
ho iſe, or appointed to any office or place ot truſt, betore 
taking his ſeat, or entering upon the. execution of his office, 
mäll take the following oath, or affirmatioa if conſcien(i- 
oally ſcrupulous of taking an oath, t ab. OTE. 
„% J. A. B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware 
ſtate, ſubmit to its conſtitutioa and laws, and do no act wit - 
tinzly whereby the freedom thereof may be prejudiced. 
Aad alſo make and ſubſeribe the following declaration, 


to abt. : 


«1, 4. K 


Nr 
6 
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IJ, A. B. do profeſs faith in God the Father, and in 
Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, 
| bleiſed for evermore ; and 1 do acknowledge the holy ſerip- 
_ tures of the Oid and New Teftameat to be given by divine 
inſpiration.” tt 1 
And all officers ſhall alſo take an oath of office. 

23. The preſident when he is ou! of office, and within 
eiguteen months after, and all others, offending againſt 
the ſtate, either by mal-adminiſtratioa, corruption, or 
other means, by which the ſafety of this commonwealth 
may be endangered, within eighteen months after the of- 
fence committed, ſhall be impeachable by the houle of aſ- 
ſembly before the lez1flative council: Such impeachment to 
be proſecuted by the attorney-general, or ſuch other perion 
or perſons as the houſe of aſſembly may appoint, according 


to the laws of the land. If found guilty, he or they ſhall 


be either for ever diſabled to hold any office under govern- 
ment, or removed from offite pro tempore, or ſubjected to 
ſuch pains and penalties as the laws ſhall direct. And all 
officers ſhall be removed on conviction of miſbehaviour at 
common law, or on impeachment, or upon the addreſs of 
the general aſſembly. | . | 3 

24. All acts of aſſembly, in force in this ſtate on the fif- 
teenth day of May laſt (and not hereby altered, or contrary 
to the reſolutions of Congreſs, or the late houſe of aſſembly 
of this ſtate,) ſhall ſo continue until altered or repealed by 
the legiſlature of this ſtate, unleſs where they are temporary, 
in which caſe they ſhall expire at the times reſpectively li- 
mitted for their duration. 1 5 

25. The common law of England, as well ſo much of the 
ſtatute law as have been heretofore adopted in practiee in 
this ſtate, ſhall remain in force, unleſs they ſhall be altered 
by a fature law of the legiſlature; ſuch parts only ex- 


cepted as are repugnant to the rights and privileges con- 


tamed in this conſtitution and the declaration of rights, &c. 
agreed to by this convention. | | 

26. No perſon hereafter imported into this ſtate from 
Africa ought to be held in ſlavery under any pretence what- 
ever, and no negro, indian, or mulatto flave, ought to 
be 8 into this ſtate for ſale from any part of the 
World. | | 


27. The firſt election for the general aſſembly of 2 
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date mall be held on the twenty-firſt day of Odober nen t⸗ 
at the court houſes in the ſeveral counties, in te ma mer 
heretofore uſed in the election of ail-mbiy, except as o 


choice of inſpectors and afeflors, where alloſſors have not 


been choſen on the fixteenth day ct September inttant, 
which ſhail be made 01 the morniag of che diy o election, 
by the eleQors, inhabitants o the feſpedive hundreds in 
each county. At which time the ſheriff and COLO Et» tor 
the {aid counties reſpectively are to be elected: Aad the pre- 
ſeat ſheriffs of the counties of Neweaſtle aad Rent, may be 
re-choſea to that office, until the firſt day of October in the 
year of our Lord one thouſand {even hundred and ſeventy- 
nine, and the preſent ſheriff for the county of Suſſex may 
be re-choſen-to that office until the firſt day of October in 
the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven- 
ty-eight, provide "the freemen think proper to re-etect them 
at every general election; and tie preſent her-ffs and Co: o- 
ners reipectively ſhail coatinue to exere:1% tlieir otnces as 
heretofore, until the iheriffs and coroners to be elected on 
the ſaid twenty-firſt day of October hall be com miſſio ed. 
and ſworn into office. The members of the ſegiſlative un- 
eil. and aſſembly mall meet for tranſacting tae buſineis of the 
ſtate on the twenty-eighth day of October next, and. con- 
nue ig, office until the firſt day 6f October which will be in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- even; on 
wh day, and on the firſt day of October ig each year for- 
ever after, the legiſlative - council; affembly; Herims, a d 
coroners, ſhall be Choſen by ballot in manner directed hy 
the ſeveral laws of this ſtate, for revul<ting elections of mem- 
bers of aſſembly, and ſheriff and ccroners; ard the ge- 
neral afſembly ſhall megt bi the twentieta day of the fe 
moth, for tranſacting the bulinets of the flare ; and if any 
of the faid firſt and twentieth days of October ſhould Le 
Sumday, then; ànd in ſuch caſe; the election ſhould be held. 
and the general aſſembly mcet the next day following. : 
28. To prevent any violence or force being uſed at the, 
ſaid elections, yo perſon ſhall Come armed to any of them; 
a1d no muſter of the militia all be made on that day, nor 


' ſhall any battalion or company give in their votes immedi- | 


ately ſucceeding each other, if any othef voter who offers 
ta vote objects thereto ; for ſhall any battalion or com pany 
the pay of the continent, * this or any other ita 5) 


bs 


* 


. p * 
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be ſuffered to remain at the time and place of holding ches 


ſaid elections, nor within one mile of the ſaid places reipec-. having 

_ tively, for twenty-four. hours before the opening ſaid elec- depend 
tions, nor within twenty-four hours after the ſame are cloſed, thority 

ſoas in any manner to impede the freely and conveniently. Maryse 
carrying on the ſaid election: Provided always, that every into ov 
_=_ may be in a peaceable aud orderly manner give in bliſhin, 

$ vote on the ſaid day of election. -- + ; 92 dation 

29. There ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any one religious 1. 
ſect. in this ſtate in preference to another; and no clergy- le, is 

man or preacher of the goſpeTof any denomination ſhall be the go. 
capable of holding any civil office in this tate, or of being. 2.4 

a member of either of the branches of the legiflature while excluſi 

they continue in the exereiſe of the paſtoral function. | dice thi 

30. No article of the declaration of rights and fundamen- 3.1 

tal rules of this ſtate, agreed to by this convention, nor the Comme 

firtt, ſecond, fifth, (except that part thereof that relates to to the 
tho right of ſuffrage) twenty-ſix and twenty: nine arricles Engliſ 

of this conſtitutign, ought ever to be violated on any pre- n 

tence whatever. No other part of this conſtitution ſhall be: to the! 
altered, changed or; diminiſhed, without the conſent of five. 2s hav 

parts in ſeven of the aſſembly, aud ſeven members of the have b 
legiſlative council. aw or 
Friday, September 10, 1776 - | the 1 
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4 DROTARATION of RIGHTS andthe CONSTITUTE- be 1 
| ON andF ORM of GOVERNMENT agrete to oy the Dele- cutive 
} gates of Maryland, i» free and full Cox vENTION 40. | and as 
ns | EY 5 ever | 
„„ | : he PER hee” Yo ert 

. £1 DECLARATION f RIGHT'S, &c. are 10 

3 H parliament of Great-Britain, by a declaratory act, hope 
having aflvmed#a right to make laws to bind the co- a bſurd 

Jonies in all eaſe > whatſoever, and in purſuance to ſuch claim manki 
endeavoured by force of ms to ſubjugate the unite Lechner, 8.9 


Conſfitution of Marylants, l 2703 


d an unconditional ſubmiſſion to their will and power, and 


bs having at length conſtrained them to declare themſelves in- 
c- Jependent rates, and to aſſume government under the au- 


d, thority of the people.” Thereſore, we, the delegates of 
iy Maryland, in free and full convention aſſembled, taking 


7 into our moſt ſerious conſideration the beſt means of eſta · 
in bliſhing a good conſtitution in this ſtate, for the ſure foun- 
2 dation and more permanent ſecurity thereof, declare. 
us 1. That all 1 right originates from the peo- 
y. ple, is founded 1a compact only, and inſtituted ſolely for 
Tl the good of the whole. „ 5 
8 2. That the people of this ſtate caght to have the ſole and 
le* excluſive i of regulacing the-intemal government and po- 
| ice thereof... GW: ee v. TER * 2 
\ 3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the 
WH common law: of England, and the trial by jury, according 


to! to the courſe of that law, and to the benefit of ſuch of the 
ö Engliſh ſtatutes, as exiſted at the time of their firſt emigras 


* tion, and which by, experience have been found applicable 
= to their local and other circumftances, and of ſuch others 
58 2s have been ſince made in, England, or Great-Britain, and 
82 have been introduced, uſed, and practiſed, by the courts f 


daw or equity; and alſo to all acts of aſſembly in force on 
the firſt of June ſeventeen hundred and ſeventy- four, exa 
6 .cept ſuch as may have ſince expired, or have been, or may 
be altered by Ats of convention, or this declaration of rights, 
ſubje& nevertheleſs to the revifion of, and amendment or re- 
peal by, the legiſlature of this ſtate ; and the inhabitauts of 
Maryland are alſo entitled to all property derived to them 
from or-under the charter granted by his majeſty Charles I; 


% 


to Cæcilius Calvert, baron of Baltimore. 


. 4. That all marſons inveſted with the legiſlative or exe- 

- cautive powers of government are the truſtees of the public, 

fe and as ſuch accountable for their conduct; "wherefore, whea- 

ever the ends af government are perverted, and public li- 

berty manifeſtly endangered, and all other means ofredreſs 

| are ineffeftual, the people may, and of right ought, to re- 
3 form the old or eſtabliſh a new government; the doctrine 
t, of non-reſiſtancè a, ainſt arbitrary power and oppreſſion, is 
J- abſurd, {laviſh, and deſtructive of the go: d and happineſs of 
n mankind. x 
oy IF That the right of the people to participate in the legiſ- 


lature 


„ e l 


lathre ! 1s the beſt ſecurity of liberty, and the foundation of 
all free government; to: this purpoſe, elections ought - o h 
free and frequent, and every maa having property in, 3 
common intereſt with, and attachment to the N 
12 to have a right ot ſuffrage. 

6. That the legilla ive, executive, and judicial powers 0 
government, ougut to be forever " ICperate and 3 From 
tach other. . 

7. That no power of ſuſpending laws, or BY execution 
ct. aws, unicis by, cr derived iron the legiſlature, ought tg 
be excrciſed or allowed. 

8. That freedom of ſpeech and debates, or proceedings 
In the legiſlature, oughe not to de impeached any othet 
court or judicaturg. 

* 9; That a place lor the meeting of the legiſlature ought to 
be fixed, the moſt convenient. to the members thereof, and 
to the depoſitory of public. records, and the legiſlature ought: 
not to be convened*or Held. + at any other place, but trom 
evident neceſſity. | 

16. That for redrefs of grievances, and for e 
ſrengthening and preterving _ laws, the legiſlature ought 
to be frequently convened. 

11. That every man hath a right to petition the legiſla- 
ture for the redreſs of grievances, m a peaceabie and or nn 
Iy manner. 


12. That no aid, charge, tax, ſee or ſees, ought to be 


ſet, rated, or levied, un der any Pretence, without conſent of 


% 


the legiſlature. | 


13. That the lerying taxes by the poll i is grievous and 


gppreſiive, and ought to be aboliſhed; paupers ovght not 
to be aſſeſſed for the ſupport of government, but every per- 
10 in the ftate ought to contribute his proportion of pubiic 


taxes for tke-lupport of gover ment, according to his actual 


worth in real of perional property within the ſtate; yet 
fes, duties, or taxes, may properiy and juſtly. be impoled 


or laid with a political view tor the good- government, and 


benefit of the community. 


14. That fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as 


xs conſiſtent with the 1afety of tae ſtate; and no law to in- 

ict cruci and unuſual pains and penalties ought to be made 
any cate, or at any time hereajier, 

15. LUAL SCGUIPESUYE laws, puniſhing ſacts commited, 

5 — F | 8 8 Ore. 
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on of dere the exiſtence of ſuch laws, a1d by them only declared 
% WM © ci:ni0al, are oppreſſive, unjuſt, and incompatible with liber- 


in, a ty, wherefore no ex pt. facto law oaght to be made. 2 

nicy, 16. Taat no law to attaint particular perſons of treaſon % 
or felony ought to be made in any caſe, or any time here- 

ers of atter. 8 5 

rom 17. That every freeman ſor any injury done him in his 

1 perſon or property, onght to have remedy by the courſe of 

ation the law of the, land, and ougut to have juſtice and right, 


ht tg freely without fale, fully without any denial, and ſpeedily 
| Without delay, according to the law of the land. 


lings 18. That the trial by jury of facts where they ariſe, is one 
tet of the greateſt ſecuri ies of the lives, liberties, and eſtates 
Ln of the people. | 3 9 
ht to 19. That in all criminal proſecutions, every man hath a 
and right to be informed of the accuſation againſt him, to have 
ught à copy of the indictment or charge in due time (if required) 
rom do prepare for his defence, to be allowed counſel, to be con- 
s fronted with the witnefles againſt him, to have procels for 
ing, his witneſſ2s,, to examine the witneſſes for and againſt him 
1ght. dn oath, and to a ſpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without 
f wiſe unaaimous content he ought not to be found guilty, 
la- 20. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence 
der- againſt himſelf in a common court of law, or in any other 
i court, but in ſuch caſes as have been uſually praiſed an this 
be ſtate, or may hereafter be directe by the legiſlature. 
t of 21. That ao freeman oaghs to be taken or impriſoned, or. 
| diſſeiſed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlaw- 
and ed, or exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed or deprived of his 
not life, liberty or property, but dy the judgment of his peers, 
er- or by the law of the land. 25 
lic 22. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required, nor ex- 
tual WF ce ve fines impeſed, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments in- 
yet flicted by the courts of law. 3 8 | 
led 23. That all warrants withont oath or affirmation, to 
and ſearch ſuſpected places, or to ſeize any perſon or property, 


are grievous and oppreſſive 3 and all genefal warrants to 


48 fearch ſuſpected places, or to apprehend ſuſpe ted perſons, 


in- without naming or deſcribing the place, or the perſon in 
ade ſpecial, are illegal, and ought not to be granted. © 
35 24. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of 


the eſtate of any perſon for any cri me, except murder, or 
4 treaſon 


* 


7 + \ — 2 4 Mw 
- treaſon againſt hs of i and then only on ee 
a attainder. , © 


25. Thata well regulated militia is the propor and naty. 
ral defence of a free government. 
26. That ftanuing armies are dangerous to liberty, and 
_ ought not to be __ or kept up without the conſent of the 
legillature. 
297. That in all cad and at all times the military ought 
to be under ii ſubordination to, and controul of the civil 
wer, 
TI That no foldier . to be quartere ed in any houC: 
In time of. Peace, without the conſent of the owner ; and d 
time of war in ſuch manner ny as the legiſtature ſnall di- 
1 
29. That no gerfon; except. regular ſoldiers, mariners, 


and marines in the ſervice of this Rate, or militia when inf 


actual ſervice, ought in any ray to:be ſubject to, or puniſh: 
ed by, martial lap. 

30. That the independency md uprightneſs.of judges 
Are eſſential to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and a 

reat ſecurity tothe xights and libexties of the people; where: 
To the chancellor and a ought to hoſd commiſſions 
during good behaviour, and the {; aid chancellor and judges 
ſhall be removed for miſbehaviour, on conviction in a court 
of law, and may be removed by the- Governor upon the 
addreſs of the general aſſembly, provided that two thirds of 
all the members of each houſe concur in ſoch addreſs. 


chancellor and the judges during the continuance of their 

| commiſſions; in ſuch manner = at ſuch times as the legiſ- 
dature ſhall hereafter direct, upon conſideration of the cir- 

cumſtances of this ſtate. Nochancellor or jndge ought to 

| Hold any other office, civil or military, or receive fees or 

| Perquiſites of any kind. 

| 31. That a long continuance in the fr executive depart- 

| ments of power or truſt is dangerous to liberty, a rotation 

| therefore in theſe departments is one of the beſt ſecurities 

| of permanent freedom. 

32. That no perſon ought to hold at the ſame time more 

| - chan one office of profit, nor ought any perſon. in public 

| ruſt o receive any n. ow any Fg had ſtate, 

ar 
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Jalaries liberal but not profuſe ought to be ſecured to the 
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OO Chnflitution of Maryland, 
com the united ſtates, or any of them, without the ap- 
brobation of this ſtate. += 0 "I 5 
33. That as it is the duty of every man to worſfliip God 
g uch manner as he thinks moſt acceptable co him, all per- 
bas profeſſing the chriſtian religion are equally entitled to 
xrotection in their, religious liberty; wherefore no perſon” 
haght by any. law to be moleſted in his perſon or eſt ite, on 
xccotint of his religious perſaajion. or, Profeſſion, or for his 
eligious practice, unleſs, under colour of religion, any ma 
ball diſtärb the good order, peace or ſafety of the ſtate, - 
yr (hall infringe the laws uf morality, or injure others in 
eit natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought any per- 
on do be compelled to frequent or thaimain, or contribute, 
aleſs on contract, to maintain any Particular place of wor- 
Ap, or any particular miniſtry ; yet the legiſlature may in 
err diſcretion lay. a general and equal tax for the ſupport 
fthe chriffan religion: leaving to each individual the pow-, 
of -appornting the payment over of the money coilected 
om him, to the ſupport of any particular place of worthip 
miniſter, or for the benefit of the poor of his own deno-- 
nation, or the poor in general for any particular county ;., 
ut. the chnrthes; chapels, glebes, and all other property 
ow belonging to the chureh of England, ought to N main 
> the church. of England for ever. And all acts of atſembly: - 
ately paſſed for collecting monies for building or reparing 
articular churches or chapels of eaſe, ſhall coatinue in 
cce and be executed, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall by act ſu- 
rcede or repeal the ſame ; but no county court ſhall aſſeſs 
y quantity of. tobacco or ſum of money hereafter, on the 
pplication of any veſtry-men or church-wardens ; and 
ery incumbent of the church of England, who hath re- 
ained in his pariſh, and performed his duty, ſhall be en- 


led to receive the proviſion and ſupport eſtabliſhed by the 


t, entitled, « An act for the ſupport of the clergy of the 
urch of Eagland in this province, till November court. 
this prefent year, to be held for the'gganty in which his 
ſh ſhall lie, or partly lie, or for ſuth time as he hattÞ 
mainzd in his pariſh and performed his duty. + 
34. That every gift, ſale, or deviſe of lands to any mini- 
er, public teacher or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or 
any religious ſect, order, or denomination, or to, or for 
:luppart; wie, or beaekt of, er in traft for, any miniſter, 
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ublic teacher, or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or any you 
izious ſect, order, or denomination ; and exery gift or ſale 
df goods or chatteis to go in ſucceſſion, or to take place 


after the death, of tne ſe ler or doner, or to or for, ſuch ſup- 


port, uſe or benefit; and alſo every deviſe of goods or chat- 
tels to, or for the ſupport, uſe, or benefit of any miniſter, 
pablic teacher, or preacher of the gojpel, as ſuch, or any re- 
ligious ſet, order or denomination, without the leave of the 
legiſlature, ſhall be. void; except always any ſale, gift, 
leaſe or deviſe of any quantity oi land not exceeding two 
acres, for a church, meeting, or other houſe of worſhip, and 
tor a burying ground, which ſhall be improved, enjoyed, of 
uſed only for ſuchi purpoſe, or tuch ſale, gift, leaie, or de. 
viſe, ſhall be void. | EN | 


. L l $5" 6 | ; f 
335. That no other teꝶ or qualification ought to be requirs - 


ed on admiſſion to any office oi truſt or profit, than ſuch oath 
of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, and ſuch oath of office 
as ſhall be directed by this convention, or the legiſlature of 
this ſtate, and a declaration of a belief in the chriſtian re- 
ligion. Es Og ine 
36. That the manner of -adminiſterirg an oath to any 


perſon, ought to be ſuch as thoſe of the religious perſuaſion, 
profeſſiog or denomination, of which ſuch perſon is one, 


generally eſteem the moſt effectual confirmation by the at- 
teſtation of the Divifie Being. And that the people called 


Quakers, thoſe called Dunkers, and thoſe called Menoniſts, 
holding it unlawiul to take an oath on any occaſion, ouglt 
tobe allowed to make their folemn affirmation in the man- 


ner that Quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm, 


and to be of the ſame avail as an oath in all ſuch cafes as 
the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted 
within this tate, inſtead of an oath. And further, on ſuch 

affirmation, warrants to ſearch for. ſtolen goods, or for t.. 
apprehenſion or commitment of offenders, oyght to be grant- 


ed, or ſecurity forzhe peace awarded, and Quakers, Dunkers, 


or Menoniſts, ought alſo, on their folemn affirmation as 


a breſaid, to be admitted as witneſſes in all criminal cates 


not capital. | „ | 

37. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its rights, 
privileges and benefits, agreeable to its charter, and the 
acts of aſſembly conſirming and regulating the ſame, ſubjeR 
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nevertheleſs to ſuch alterations as may be made hy this con- 


vention or any future legiſlature, 


33. That the liberty of the preſs ought to be inviolably 
preierved. | e | 3 

39. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the ſpirit of 
a free government, and the principles of commerce, and 
ought not to be ſuffered. 55 

40. That no title ot nobility or heriditary honours ought 
to be granted in this ſtate, _ 5 pp” 

41. That the ſubſiſting reſolves of this and the ſeveral 


| conventions held for this colony, ought to be in force as laws, 


unleſs altered by this convention or the legiſlature of this 
ſtate, | 
42, That this declaration of rights, or the form of go- 
verament to be eftabliihed by this convention, or any part of 
either of them, ought not to be altered, changed, or abo- 
liſhed by the legiſlature of this ſtate, but in ſuch manner as 

this convention ſhall preſcribe and direct. | 
This declaration of rights was afſented to and paſſed in 
convention of the delegates of the freemen of Mar) land, 
begun and held at Annapolis the 14th day of Auguſt, 4. D., 

1770. | | 

45 By order of tbe convention, | | 
MAT. TILGHMAN, Prefadent. 


The EQNSTITUTION or FORM of GOVERN- 
MENT, &c. | 


1. HAT the legiſlature conſiſt of two diſtinct branch- 
es, a ſenate, and houſe of delegates, which ſhall 

be ſtiled, The General Afjembly of Maryland. | 
2. That the houſe of delegates ſha.l be choſen in the fol- 
lowing manner: All freemen above twenty-one years of 
age, having a freehold of fifty, acres of land in the county 
in which they offer to vote, and reſiding therein; and all 
freemen having property in this ſtate above the value of 
thirty pounds current money, and having reſided in the- 
county in which they offer to vote, one whole year ne: &. 
preceding the electien, ſhall have a right of ſuffrage in the 
election of delegates far ſuch county; and all freemen ſo 
qualified ſhall, on the firſt Monday of October, ſeventeen 
dundred and feyenty-ieven, and on the lame day in every 
7 18 ven 


1 


Fear thereafter, aſſemble in the counties in which they uf 
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reſpectively qualified to vote, at the court-houſe in the taid 
counties, or at ſuch other place as the legiſlature ſhal; direct, 
and when aſſembled they ſhall proceed to elect, viva. wer, 
four delegates er their reſpective counties, of the molt wiie, 
ſenſible, and diſcreet of the people, reſidenis in the county 
where they are to be choſen one whole year next preceding 


e election, above twenty-one years of age, and having 6. 11 
in the ſtate real or perſonal property above the value of five or more 
hundred pounds current money, and upon the final cling £::1 eleè 
of the polls, the four perſons who ſhall _ to have the return tl 
greateſt number of legal votes, ſhall be declared land returned I ton th 
duly elected for their reſpecuive counties. gates for 
3. That the ſheriff: of each county, or in' cafe. of ſick- or 2:16 
neſs, his deputy (ſummoning two juſtices of the county, I be enciti 
who are required to attend for the preſervation of the peace) town. 

hall be judges of the election, and may adjourn from cay 7. TI 
to day, if neceſſary, till the ſame be finiſhed, 10 that the or remo 
whole election ſhall: be concluded in four days; and ſhall becomin 
make his return thereof, under his hand, to the chanaeliorM rant of 
ef the ſtate for the time being. of anoth 
4. That all perſons, qualified by the charter of the city excludin 
ef Annapolis to vote for burgeſſes, ſhall on the ſame fu be given 
Monday of October ſeventeen hundred and ſeventy-{evgy $. Th 
and on the ſame day in every year tor ever thereafte, els feaker 
Viva voce, by a majority of votes, two deiegates, Jy bor che 
agreeable to the ſaid charter; that the mayor, .. Journin 
and aldermen of the ſaid city, or any three of them, be 9. 17 
Judges of the election, appoint the place in the ſaid city for I ons and 
holding the ſame, and may adjourn from ay to day a F 3c 1 
aforeſaid, and ſhall make return thereof as aforeſaid ; but pills, pre 
the inhabitants of the ſaidicity ſhall not be entitled to vote that bod 
for delegates for Anne-Arundel county, unleſs they have # that the; 
freehold of fifty acres of land in the county, diſtinct iron complai 
the city. V | of this ff 
5. That all perſons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, and the pub 
having the ſame qualifications ws electors ia the count), due court 
ſhall, on the ſame firſt Monday in October, ſeventeenſ miſdeme 
hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, and on the ſame day in even they ma 
year for ever thereafter, at ſuch place in the ſaid town 45 any eithe 


he judges ſhall appoint, elect viva oc, by a majority of 
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;ihavitants of the town ſhall ſo decreaſe, as that the num-. 
ber of perſons having a right of ſuffrage therein, ſhall have 
been for the ſpace of ſeven years ſucceſſively leſs than one 


h1lf the number of voters in ſome one county in this ſtate, 


jun cown thenceforward ceaſe to ſend two delegates or re- 
pr entatives to the houſe of delegates, until the ſaid town 
ma have one half of the number of voters in ſome one 


county in this ſtate. 


6. That the commiſſioners of the ſaid town, or any thres 
or more of them, for the time being ſhall be judges of the 
{id election, and may adjourn as aforeſaid, and ſhall make 
return thereof asaforeſaid ; but the inhabitants of the ſaid 
town ſhall not be entitied to vote for, or be elected dele- 
gates for Baltimore county; neither ſhall the inhabitants 
or Baltimore county, out of the limits of Baltimore town, 
be entitled to vote for, or be elected delegates for the ſaid 


7. That on refuſal, death, diſqualification, reſignation, 


rant of election ſhalt iſſue by the ſpeaker, for the election 
of another in his place, of which ten days notice at leaſt, 
excluding the day of netice and the day of election, ſhall 
be given. ; | | | | | 

J. That not lefs than a majority of delegates, with their 


ſpeaker (to be choſen by them by ballot) conſtitute an houſe 


for the tranſaRion of any buſineſs, other than that of ad- 
Journing. ; | | 

9. That the houſe of delegates ſhall judge of the electi- 
ons and qualifications of delegates. 55 

35. That the houſe of delegates may originate all money 
bills, propoſe hills for the ſenate, or receive thoſe offered by 
that body, and aſſent, difſent, or propoſe amendments ; 
that they may inquire, on the oath of witneſſes, into all 
complaints, grievances, and offences, as the grand inqueſt 
of this ſtate, and may commit any perſon for any crime to 
the public jail, there to remain till he be diſcharged by 
due courſe of law ; they may expel any member tor a great 
miſdemeanor, hut not a ſecond time for the ſame cauſe ; 
they may examine and paſs all accounts of the ſtate, relat- 
ing either to the collection or expenditure of the revenue, or 
appoint auditors to ſtate and adjuſt the ſame ; they pr 


j 


I Conflitution of Maryland. 


call for all public or official papers and records, and ſend 
for perions, whom they may judge neceſlary, in the courſe 
© «er inquiries, concerning affairs reiating to the public 
intereſt, and may direct all office bonds (which ſhail be made 
payable to the ſtate) to be tued for any breach of duty. 
11. That the ſenate may be at full and perfect liberty to 
exerciſe their judgment in paſſing laws, and that they may 
not be compelled by the houie af delegates, eicher to reject a 
money. bill which the emergency of affairs may require, or 
to aſſent to tome other act of legiſlation, in the.r conicience 
a ad judgment injurious to the public welfare; the houſe of 
delegates ſhall not on any occaſion, or under any pretence, 
annex to, or blend with a money bill, any matter, clauie, 
or thing, not immediately relating to, and neceſſary for the 
impoſing, aſſeſſing, levying or applying the taxes or ſup- 
plies, to be raifed for the ſupport of government, or tne 
current expences of the ſtate; and to prevent altercation 
about ſuch bills, it is declared, that no bill impoſing duties 
or cuſtoms for the mere regulation of commerce, or inflict- 
ing fines for the reformation of morals, or to intorce the 
execution of the laws, by which an incidental revenue may 
ariſe, ſhall be accounted a money bill; but every bill aſſeſſing, 
levying, or applying taxes or ſupplies for the ſupport of go- 
vernment, or the current expences of the ſtate, or appropri- 
ating money in the treaſury, ſhall be deemed a money 
il. EE | 


12. That the houſe of delegates may puniſh, by imprifon- 


ment, any perſon who ſhall be guiity of a contempt in their 


view, by any diſorderly or riotous behaviour, or by threats 
to, or abuſe of their members, or by any obſtruction to 
their proceedings; they may alſo puniſh, by impriſonment, 
any perſon who ſhall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by 
areſting on civil proceſs, or by aſſaulting any of their 
members, during their fitting, or on their way to, or return 
from the houſe of delegates, or by any aflault of, or ob- 
ſtruction to their officers, in the execution of any order or 
proceſs, or by aſſaulting or obſtructing any witneſs, or any 
other perſon, atending on, or on their way to, or from 
the houſe, or by reſcuing any perſon committed by the 
houſe; and the ſenate may exerciſe the ſame power, in 
fimilar caſes, | 


13. That the treaſurers (one for the weſtern and another 
tor 
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&r the eaters ſhore) and the commiſſioners of the loan 
office may be appointed by the houſe of delegates during 
their pleaſure, and in caſe of refuſal, death, reſignation, 
diſqualification, or removal out of the ſtate of any of the 
ſaid commiſſioners or treaſurers, in the receſs of the gene- 
ral aſſembly, the Governor, with the advice of the coun- 
cil, may appoint and commitiion a fit and proper perſon to 
ſuch vacant office, to hold the ſame until the meeting of the 
next general aſſembly. . _ | 1 

14. That the ſenate be choſen in the following manner: 
All perſons, qualified as aforeſaid to vote for county dele- 
gates, ſhall, on the firſt day of September, 1781, and on 
the ſame day in every fifth year for ever thereafter, elect 
viva weee, by a majority of votes, two perſons for their re- 
ſpective counties, qualinied as aforeſaid, to be elected coun- 
ty delegates, to be electors of the ſenate ; and the ſheriff of 
each county, or in cate of jickneſs, his deputy (ſummoning 
two juſtices of tae county, who are required to attend for 
the preſervation of the peace) ſhall hold and be judges of 
the ſaid election, and make retura thereof as aforeſaid, 
And all perſons qualified as aforeſaid, to vote for delegates 
for the city of Annapolis and Baltimore town, ſhall on the 
ſame firſt Monday of September 1781, and on the ſame 
day in every fifth year for ever thereafter ele& viva woce, by 
a majority of votes, one perſon for the laid oity and town 
re;pectively, qualified as atoreſaid, to be elected a delegate 
for the ſaid city and town reipeQtivelv ; the ſaid Aection to 
be held in the {ame manner as the electioa of delegates for 
the {aid city and town, the right to ele& the ſaid elector 
with reſpect to Baltimore town to continue as long as the 
right to elect delegates for the ſaid town. 1 

15. That the ſaid electors of the ſenate meet at the city 
of Annapolis, or ſuch other place as {hall be appointed for 
convening the legiſlature, on the fttird Monday in Septem- 
ber 1781, and on the ſame day every fifth year for ever 
thereafter, & they, or any twenty-four of them ſo met, ſhall 
proceed to elect, by bailot, either out of their own. body, or 


the people at large, fifteen ſenators (nine of whom, to be re- 


ſidents on the weſtern, and fix to be reſidents: on the eaſtern 
ſhore) men of the moſt wiſdom, experience and virtue, 
above twenty-five years of age, reſidents of the ſtate above 
three whole years next preceding the election, and having 


reat 


2 "4 2 onffitution of Maryland, 
real and perſonal property above the value of one thoufanf 


unds current money. 

16. That the ſenators ſhall be bolloted for, at one and 
the ſame time, and ont of the gentlemen reſidents of the 
weſtern ſhore, who ſhall be propoſed as fenators, the ning 
who ſhall, on ſtriking the baliots, appear to have the great - 
eſt numbers in their favour, ſhall be accordingly declared 


reſidents of the eaſtern ſhore, who ſhall be propoſed as 
ſenators, the ſix wno ſhall, on ttriking the ballots, ap- 
pear to have the greateſt number in 4heir favour, ſhall be 
accordingly declared and returned duly elected; and if 
two or more, on the ſame ſhore, ſhall have an equal number 
of ballots in their favour, by which the choice ſhail not 
be determined on the firſt ballot, then the electors ſhall 
again ballot before they ſeparate, in which they ſhall be 

- confined to the perſons who on the firft ballot hall have 
had an equal number; and they who ſhall have ie gre tp 
eft number in their favour on the ſecond ballot, thall be 
accordingly declared and returned duly elected; and if the 
whole number ſhould not thus be made up, beczuſe of an 
equal number on the ſecond ballot ftill being in favour of 
two or more perſons, then the election ſhall be determined 
by lot, between thoſe who have equal numbers; which 
proceedings of the electors ſhall be certified under their 

ande, and returned to the chancellor for the time being. 

17. That the electors of ſenators ſhall judge of the qua- 
Iifications and elections of members of their jo 

conteſted eleQ ion ſhall admit to a ſeat, as an elector, ſuch 


number of legal votes in his favour. 

18. That the electars immediately on their meeting, and 
before they proceed to the election of ſenators, take ſuch 
oath of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, as this convention 
or tie legiſlature ſhall direct, and alſo an oath, ' to elec, 

whithout favour, affection, par tiality, or prejudice, ſuch 
Fever for ſenators as they, in their judgment and conſcience, 
elieve beſt qualified for the office. 

19. That in caſe of refuſal, death, refignation, diſquali- 
f cation, or removal out of this ſtate, of any ſenator, or on 
his becoming a Governor, or a member of the council, the 
ſenate ſhall immediately r or at their next meet · 


* 


and returned duly elected; and out of the gentlemen, 


dy, and on a 


qualified perſon as ſhall appear to them to have the greateſt 
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ing thereafter, elect by ballot, in the ſame manner as the 


and electors are above directed to chuſe ſenators, another perſoa 
the in his place for the reſidue ef the {aid term of five years. 
ing 20. That not leſs than a majority of the ſenate, with their 
at- preſdent (to be choſen by them by ballot) ſhall conſtitute 
red an houſe for the tranſacting any buſineſs, other than that 
en, | of adjourning. . 
as 21. That the ſenate ſhall judge of the elections and qua- 
p- kfcations of ſenators. 
he 22, That the ſenate may originate any other, except mo- 
if ney bills, to which their aſſent or diſſent only ſhall be given, 
ber and may receive any other bills from the houſe of delegates, 
not and aſſent, diſſent, or propoſe amendments. | 
\all 23. That the general aſſembly meet annually, on the 
be rſt Monday of November, and if neceſſary oftner. Fo 
ave 24. That each houſe ſhall appoint its own officers and 
* ſettle its own rules of proceeding. . 
be 25 That a perſon of wiſdom, experience and virtue, ſhall 
the de choſen Governor, on the ſecond Monday of November, 
an ſeventeen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven and on the ſecond 
of Monday in every year for ever thereafter, by the joint ballot 
ied olf both houſes, tobe taken in each houſe reſpectively, depoſit- 
ich eld in a conference room; the boxes to be examined by a joint 
eit committeg®f both houſes, and the numbers ſeverally report- 


ed, that the appointment may be entered; which mode of 


ua taking the joint ballot of both houſes ſhall be adopted in all 
a caſes. But if two or more ſhall have an equal number of 
ich ballots in their favour, by which the choice ſhall not be de- 
eſt termined on the firit ballot, then a ſecond ballot ſhall be 
N taken, which ſhall be confined to the perſons who on the 
nd firſt ballot ſhall have had an equal number; and if the bal- 
ch I5ts ſhould again be equal, between two or more perſons, 
on then the election of the Governor {hall be determined by lot, 
&, between thoſe who have equal numbers; and if the perſon 
ch choſen Governor ſhall die, reſign, remove out of the ſtate, or 
ce, refuſe to act (ſitting the general aſſembly) the ſenate and 
hy houſe of delegates ſhall immediately thereupon proceed to's 
1i- new Choice in manner aforeſaid. | . 
on 26. That the ſenators and delegates, on the ſecond Tueſ- 
he day of November, 1777, and annually on the ſecond Tueſday 
t- of November forever thereafter, elected by joint ballot, in 


the ſame manner as ſenators are directed to be choſen, five 


© 
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of the moſt ſenſible, diſcreet, and experienced men, above 
twenty hve years of age, reudents in the ſtate above three 
years next proceeding ihe election, and having therein a free. 
hold of la us and renemeats, above the value of one thou- 


ſa id pounds curreut money, to be the council to the Gover- 


nor, whoie proceedings {hail be always entered on record, 
to any part whereof any member may enter his diſſent, 
and tneir advice if 10 required by the Governor, or any 


member of the couucil, thall be given in writing, and ſign- 


ed by tie membeis giviag the ſame reſpective ly: which 

roceedings of the council ſhall be laid before the ſenate, or 
ee of delegates, when called for by them, or either of 
them. 
take ſuch oath oi ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate as this con- 
vention or the leg1iia:ure fhali direct, and of ſecrecy, in ſuch 
matters as he ſhall be directed by the board to keep ſecret. 
27. That the delegates to Congreis from this ſtate ſhall 
be choſe: annually, or ſuperceded in the mean time by the 


Joint ballot' of both houies of aſſembly, and that there be a 


rotation in ſuch manner that at leaſt two of the number be 
annually changed, and no perſon ſhall be capable of being 
a delegate to Congreſs for more than three in any term of ſix 
years ; and no perſon who holds any office of profit in the 


gift of Congreis ſhali be eligible to fit in Congreſs, but if 


apointed to any ſuch office, his ſeat ſhall be thereby vacated: 
Tat no perion, unleſs above twenty-one years of age, and 
a reſident in the ſtate more than five years next preceding 
the election, and having reaſ and perſonal eſtate in this ſtate 
above the value of one thouſand poundscurrent money, ſhall 
be eiipible to fit in Congrels: _ | 

28. That the ſenators and delegates, immediately on their 
annual meeting, and before they proceed to any buſineſs, and 
every perion hereafter elected a ſenator or delegate, before 
he acts as ſuch, ſhall take aa oath of ſupport and fidelity to 
this ſtate as aforeſaid ; and before the election of a Governor, 
or members of the council, ſhall take an oath, to elect 


without favour, affection, partiality or prejudice, ſuch 


perſon as Governor, or member of the council, as they 18 


their judgment and conſcience believe beſt qualified for the 


alice,” © 
29, That the ſenate and delegates may adjourn themſelves 


aeſpeRively ; But if the two boules ſhould not agree ag the 
] 5 4 | | 9 


The council may appoint their own clerk, who ſhall 
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ume time, but aljoirn to different days then ſhall the Go- 


ta. 


eraor appoint and notify one of thoie days or iGin4diy s 


teen, ad the aſſembly all then meet and be hoid accor d- 
ingly; aad ne ſhall, if neceſſary, by advice of the council, 
call them before the time to wnich they ſnall in any manner 
be adjourned, on giving not leis than ten days notice there- 
of, but the Governor ſhall not adjourn the aſſembly other- 
wiſe than as afereſaid, nor procogue or diſſolve it at any 
time. 1 85 _ | a x: 
zo. That nd perſon, unleſs above twenty-five years of 
age, a reſident in this ſtate above five years next preceding 


the election; and having in the ſtare real and perſ>aal pros 


perty above the value of five thouiand pounds curreat mo- 
ney, one thoaſand pounds whereof; at leaſt to be treehold 
eſtate, ſhall be eligible as Governor. | : 5 


31. That the Governor ſhall not continue in that office 


longer than three years ſucceſſively, nor be eligible as Go- 


ernor until the expiration of four years after he hall have. 
deen out of that office... 5 


Fa 


* 


32. That upon the death, reſignation, or removal out of 
his ſtate of the Governor, the firſt named of the council, 
for the time: being, ſhail act as Governor, and qualify in 
the ſame manner, and ſhall immediately call a meeting of 
he general aſſembly, giving not leis than fourteen days 
otice of the meeting, at which meeting a Governor ſhai! 
de appointed, in manner aforeſaid, for the reſidue of the 
Fear. e 9B: Jo LES a PL Cot LO ls TVs: 

- 33: That the Governor, by and with the adviee and con- 
ent of the council, may embody the militia, and when em- 
bodied ſhall alone have the dire tion thereof, and ſhall ali 
ave the direction of all the regular land and ſea forces 
inder the 14 s of this ſtate, but he ſhall not command in 
derſoa, unleis adviſed thereto by the council, and then only 

0 long as they ſhall approve thereof; and may alone ex- 
reiſe all other the executive powers of government, where 
ne concurrence of the council 1s not required, according to 
he laws of this ſtate, and grant reprieves dt pardons for any 
rime, except in {uch.caſes where the law ſhall otherwiſe di- 
ect, and may, during the receſs of the general aſſembly, 
y embargoes to preveat the departure of any ſhipping, or 
de exportation of any commodities, for any time not ex- 
eding thirty days in any 8 year, ſugunonyng the gene- 
; Y " wall 
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ing any other office of profit. im this ſtate, while he acts a» 


part of the pr 
£loathing or proviſions for the army or navy, or holding anf 
office 3 
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ral aſembly to meet within the time of the contiiniance 4 
ſach embargo, and may alſo order and compel any veſſil 
ts ride quarantine, if ſuch veſſel, or the port from which 
ſhe may have come, ſhall, on ſtrong grounds, be ſuſpetted 
to he infected with the plague; but the Governer ſhall not, 
under any pretence, exerciſe any power or prerogative by 
virtue of any law, ſtature, or cuſtom, of n or Great. 
Britain. 

34. That the Hembers of the council, or any three 01 
more of them, when convened, ſhall conſtitute a board 
for the tranfacting of buſineſs ; that the Governor for the 
time being ſhall Faid in the. council; and: be intitled u 
a-vote on all queſtions in Which the council ſhall be divid. 
ed in opinion; and in the abſence ef the Governor the firk 
named of the council ſhall preſide, and as futh ſhall alſo voi 
in all caſes where the other members diſagree"in«thair opi- 
nion. 

35. That in caſes of refuſal, deach, reſignation; diſquali. 
fidation, or removal out of the ſtate, of any perſon choſens 
member of the council, the members thereof, immediately 
thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, ſhall ele 
by ballot, another perſon qualified as aforeſaid in his place, 
for the refidue of the year. | 
„ That the council ſhall have power to make the great; 

ſeal of this ſtate, which ſhall be kept by the chancellor for 
the time being, and affixed to all laws, commiſſions, grants, 
and other public teſtimenials, as has been — Prac - 
tiſed 1 12 this ſtate. — ; 4x . Ty 

37. 'Fhat'nofſenator delcgate of aſſembly, or member of 
the counctt, ifhe ſhall quali ity as ſuch, ſhall 1 5 or execute 
any office of profit, or receive the profits of Muy office e 
eroiſed «8 any other perſon, during the time for. which bo 
ſhall be eleQed 3 nor f All any Governor be capable of hold 


ſuch, and no perſon holding a place of profit, or recetvin} 
any part of the 2 thereof, or receiving the profits or al) 
s ariſing on any agency for the ſupply 0 


r: the united fates, or any of them, or a minis 

or preacher of the goſpel wa denomination; or any pag 

ton employed leet land ſervice, or marine, of t 
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er the united ſtates, ſhall have a ſeat in the . aſſembly, 
* council of this ſtate. 

33. That every Governor, ſenator, delegate to congreſs, 


or aſſembly, and member of the council, before he acts as 
uch, hall take an oath, That he will not receive, di- 
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rely or indirectly at any time, any part of the profits of any 


oitice held by any other perſon during his acting in his office 
of governor; ſenator, delegate to congrats or aſſembly, or 
member of the council, or the profits, or any part of the 
profits, ariſing on any agency, for the ſupply ol cloathing 
ar proviſions for the army or. navy. 

39. That if any ſenator, delegate to Crngrek or aſſem- 
bly, or member of the council. ſhall hold or execute any 


olfice of profit, or receive directly or indirectly, at any 


time, the profits, or any part of the profits, of any office 
exerciſed by any other . during his 3 enator, 
delegate to Congreſs or aſſembly, or member of the coun- 
eil, his ſeat, on conviction in a court of law, by the oath 
of two credible witneſſes, fhall be void, and he ſhall ſuffer 
the puniſhment for-wiital and corrupt perjury, or be baniſn- 
el this ſtate for ever, or diſqualified for ever from holding 
any office or Place of rent or Profit, as the court mar 
Judge. 

40. That the chaccaller. all judges, the attorney- ge- 
neral, clerks of the general court, tae clerks of the coan- 
ty courts, the regiſters of the land- office, and the regiſtert 
of wills, ſhall hold their commiſſions during good behaviour, 
removeable ny for miſpehaviour, on conviction in a court 
A. 

4 That there be a regiſter of wills appointed for each 
county, who ſhall be comnmiſſioned hy tne Governor, on 
tae joiat recommendation of the ſenate and houie of dele- 
gates, and that upon the death, reſignation, difqualiacaci- 

on, or removal oat of the county, by any regiſter of wiils, 
in the receſs of the general aſſembly, the Governor, wit th 
the advice of the council, may appoint and commiſſioa a fit 

and proper perſon to ſach vacant office, to hold the fame 
wacil the meeting of tue general afſerably, | 
42. That ſheriffs ſhall be elected in cach county, by bal- 
"hy every third year, that is to ſay, two perſons for the of- 
fice of ſheriff tor each county, the one of whom having rhe 
orie of votes, c or 1 boch n have an equal nunber, either 
- of 
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of them, at the diſcretion of the Governor, to be commiſs 
ſroned by the Governor for che {aid oifice, and having ier 
ed for three years, ſuch perſon ſhall be ineligible tor the 


* be adm 
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„ 1 . . r 4 


ha 


four years next ſucceeding, bond with ſecurity to be taken . 
Every year as uſual, and no ſheriff ſhail be qualified to ad Hator, del: 
5efore tie ſame is given. In caſe of death, retuiai, reſigna-· Me to act 
tion, diiqualiſi ation, or removal out of the county, beſot . 45. T. 
the expiration of the three years, the other perlon, choſen Neaator, d 
as aforeſaid, ſhall be commiffoned by the Governor to exe- 46. I! 
cute the ſaid once for the reſidue of the {aid three years, the Nhe ievera 
tad perſon giving bead with ſecurity as àforeſaid; and in {the count 
caſe of his death, refuſal, reſignation, diſqualification , or H moaci 
removal out of the county, before the expiration ot the ſaid Neude ats 
three years, the Governor, with the advice of the council, {Wuance - ! 
may nominate and commiſſion a fit and proper” perſon to MW. 7. T 
execute the ſaid office for the reſidue of the ſaid three years, Hof the cc 
the ſaid perſon g*ving bond and*ſecurity as aforetaid ; the Npective 
election ſhall be held at the Jame time and place appointed Mkiiqualin 
for the election of delegates, and the juſtices there ſummon» Wcipecttv 
ed to attend for the preſervation of the peace, ſhall be judges Neiiner of 
thereof, and of the qualification of candidates, who ſhall Neaſe of t 
appoint a clerk to take the ballots : All ftreemen above the removal 
age af twenty one years, having a freehold of fifty acres of Nin the 
lan l, ia the county in which they offer to ballot, and reſiding the Go! 
therein, and ail freemen above the age of twenty one years point a 
and having property in the ſtate above the value of thirty, {Motnce re 
Pounds current money, and having reſided in the county in {MWtie nex 
which they offer to ballot, one whole year next preceding be. 
the election, ſhall have a right of ſuffrage ; no perſon to be 43. 
eligible to the office of ſheri# for a county, but an inhabi- vice an 
ta it of the ſaid county, above the age of twenty-one years, lor, a: 
rad having real and perſonal property in the ſtate above the {Mnaval-c 
value of one thoaiand pounds current money: The juſtices {Woticers 
aforeſaid ſhall examine the ballots, and the two candidates Mors, ar 
Properly qualified, having in each county the majority of {Wcouitat 
legal ballots, ſhall be declared duly elected for the office of may al 
ſheriff tor juch county, and returned to the governor and MW commu 
council, witi a certificate of the number of ballots for each JW muliti: 
of them, „ Move 
43. That every perſon who ſhall offer to vote for delegates, I te G 
or r the etection of the ſenate, or for the ſheriff, ſhall purſaa 
bu required by any Luree peiias qualified to vote) before. BY : 49+ 
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e be almitted to poll, take ſuch oath or affirmation of ſup- 
oct and hdelity to Lais ſtate, as this conveatioa or the le- 


mmi. 
g ier. 


Or tha illature hall directe. 18 

take g 44. nat a juitice of the peace may be eligible as a ſe- 
I to a&Whatoc, delegate, or me:aber of the council, and may conti- 
chgna- ue to act as a jultice of the peacg. -- „„ 
befor 45. Tnat no field ofticer of the militia be eligible as a 
choſen {Wecacor, delegate, or member of the council. . 


to exe-F 46. That all civil otlicers hereafter to be appointed for 
rs, the Ihe ſeveral counties of this Rate, ſhall have been reſidents of 
and in {he county reipecttwely for which hey ſhall be appointed, 
on, or ſic moacus next before their appointment, and ſhall coatinue., 
ne ſaid Neude ats of their county reſpectively, during their conti- 
Duncil,, HNance in office. . LE | | | 
fon to 47. Tnat the judges of the general court, and juſtices 
years, Mot ine county courts, may poem: tae clerks of their re- 
I; the Npective courts, and ia caie of refuſal, death, reſignation, 
ointed MWilqualification, ar removal out of the ſtate, or from their 
1mon- eipective ſhores, of tae clerks of the general court, or 
judges einer of them, in the vacation of the ſaid court; and ia 
| ſhall Neaſe of the refuſal, death, reiigaation, diſqualification, or 
ve the, re noval out of the county of any of the ſaid county cierks 
eres of Nin the vacation of the county court of which he is clerk, 
ſiding the Gover wr, with the advice of the council, may ap- 
years point a ad commiſſion a fit and proper perion to ſuch vacant 
thirty, Noce reſpectively, to hold the ſame until the meeting of 
ty in the next general court, or county court, as the caſe may 
eding be. | 

to be 48. That the Governor for the time being, with the ad- 


habi- rice and conſent of the council, may appoint the chancel- 
rears, lor, and all julgzes aud juſtices, the attorney- general, 
'e the Hnaval-officers, otticers in the regular land and ſea ſervice, 
ſti ces {MWotticers of the militia, regiiters of the land-office, ſurvey- 
dates Mors, and all other civil oficers of government (aſſeſſors, 
ty of {Wconitables, and overicers of the roads only excepted) and 
ce of may alio ſuſpend or remove any civil officer wao has not a 
rand {Wconmiſion during good behaviour, and may ſuſpend any 
each militia officer for oe month, and may alſo ſuſpend or re- 
move any regular officer in the land or ſea ſervice; and 
ates, we Governor may remove or ſuſpend any militia officer in 
ſhall purſuance of the judgment of a court martial. 
wo 49. That all civil officers of the appointment of the Go- 
12 1 vernor 
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vernor and council, who do not hold commiſſions gurin 
good behaviour, ihail.be appointed annuaily in the tai 
week of November, but if any of them ſhall be re-appoint. 
ed they may continue to act without any new commition ot 
qualification; and every officer; though not re- appoiuted 
ſh all continue to act until the perſon who thall be appoink 
and commiſſioned in his ſtead ſhall be qualified. 

50. That the Governor, every member of the council, 
and every judge and juftice,: before they act as ſuch, ſhall 
reſpectively take an oath, © That he will not through fa 
wour, affection, or partiality, vote for any perſon to office, 
and that he will vote for ſuch perſon as in his judgment 
and conicience he believes moſt fit and beſt qualified for the 
office; and that he has not made, nor will make, any pro. 
miſe or engagement to give his vote or intereſt in favour d 
_ any perſon.“ FF 1 
5 1. That there be two regiſters of, the land office, ont 
upon the weſtern, and one upon the eaſtern ſhore ; that ſhon 
extracts of the grants and certificates of the land 9 
the weſtern and eaſtern ſhores reſpectively, be made un 
| ſeparate books, at the public expence, and depoſited, in thi 
Hikces of the faid regiſters in ſuch manner as ſhall hereafte 
be provided by the general aſſembly. ... 

52. That every chancellor, judge, regiſter of wills, com: 
miſſioner of the loan- office, attorney-general, & eriff, tres. 
Jurer, naval - officer, regiſter of the land- office, regiſter d 
the chancery court, and every clerk of the common lau 
court, furveyor, and auditor of the public accounts, before 
he acts as ſuch, ſhall take an oath, That he will not dv 
rectly or indirectly receive any fee or reward, for doing his 
office of but what is or ſhall be 
aliowed by law, nor will directly or indirectly receive thi 
profits or any part ef the profits of any office held by aw 
other perſon, and that he does not hold the ſame office in tru 
or for the benefit of any other perſon.” eee 

53. That if any Governor, chancellor, judge, regiſter 0 
Wills, attorney- general, regiſter of the land office, regiſtere 
the chancery court, or any clerk of the common law courts 
treaſurer, naval officer, ſheriff, ſurveyor, or auditor of pub 
accounts, fhall recieve directly or indirectly at any time, the 
profits or any part ef the profits of any office, held by an 
other perſon during his acting in the ofice to which he 15 8p 
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pointed ; his election, ks appointment, and Sant os 
coaviction in a court of law, by oath of two credible witne& 
ſes, ſhall be void, and he ſhall ſuffer the pzniihment for wil. 
ful and corrupt perjury, or be baniſhed thi: Rate forever, of, 
diqualified for ever, from holding any office or place of truſt 
or profit, as the court. ma adjudge. 10 
54. That if any perſon ſhall give any bribe, prefont, or rea 
ward, or any promiſe, or any ſecurity for the pay ment or deli- 
very of any money, or any other thing, to obtain or procure a 
vote, to be Governor, fenator, delegate to 2 or aſ- 
ſombly, member of the council; or judge, or to be appoint- 
ed to any of the ſaid offices, or to any office of profit or truſt 


vom created or hereafter to be created ia this ſtate, the per- 


ſoa giving, and the perioa receivin the ſane, on conviction 
ina court of law, {hall be forever RN to hold any of. 
fice of truſt or profit in this ſtate. 

- $5. That every, perſon. appointed to any office of profit 
or traſt ſhall, before he enters on the execution thereof, take 
the following oath, to wit, “I, A. B. do ſwear, that I do 
not hold myſolf bound in allegiance to the King of Greats, 

ritain, and that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance, 
to the ſtate of Maryland,“ and mall ako ſubſcribe a * 
glaration of his belief in the chriſtian religion. 

56. That there be a court of appeals, compoſed of per- 
ſons of integrity and ſound judgment in the law, _— 


jadgment ſhalt be final and concluſive in all caſes of „ 


from the general court, court of chancery, and court o 
miralty: That one perſon of integrity and ſound judgment 
im the lau, be appointed chancellor: That three perions of in- 

95 judgment in the law, be appointed judges 
okthe court now called the provincial court; and that the ſame 
court he hereafter called and known by the- ame of The Ge. 
neral Court; which court ſhall fit on the weſtern and aan? 
thores for tranſacting and determining the buſineſs of the re 
pective ſhores, at ſuch times and places as the future es- 
lature of this ſtate fnall direct and appoint. 

57. That the ſtile of all laws run thus, Be it tes by” 
the general afſembly of Maryland : That all public cominiſ: 
ſions and grants run thus, 7% fate of Maryland, &c. an . 
{hall be ſigned by the Governor, and atteſted by the chancel- 

with the ſeal of the tate annexed, except military com 
miſſions, which ſhall not be atteſted by the en,, ors 
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gates, in the firſt ſeſſion aftar ſuch new election; provided 


„ 


* - = 


"4 


n the ſame ſtile, and be teſted, ſealed, and ſigned as uſual; 
That all indictments ſhall conclude, Againſt the peace, gu. 
wvernment, and dignity of the fate. : 

58. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going tg 

the King or proprietary, ſhall go to the ſtate, ſave only tud 

3 the general aſſembly may aboliſh or otherwiſe provide 
T. | 1 * n 5 2 LS: 0. hs 3 

.. $9. That this form of government, and the declaration 
ofrights, and no part thereof; ſhall be altered, changed, or 
aboliſhed, unleſs a bill ſo to alter, change, or aboliſh the 
ſame, ſhall paſs the general aſſembly, and be publiſhed at 
leaſt three months before a new election, and thall be con. 
firmed by the general aſſembly, after a new election of dele: 


that nothing in this form of government which relates to th 
eaſterrrſhore particularly, ſhall at any time hereafter be al. 
tered unleſs for the alteration and confirmation thereof at 
leaſt twothirds of all the menibers of each branch of the ge- 
neral aſſembly ſhall concur. | „ 
60. That every bill paſſed by the general aſſembly, when 
engroſled, ſhall; be greſented by the ſpeaker of the houſe of 
delegates, in tlie ſenate, to the Governor for the time being, 
who ſhall ſign the ſame, and thereto affix the great ſeal, in 
the preſents of the members of both houſes : every law ſhall 
be recorded in the general court office of the weſtern ſhore, 
and in due time printed, publiſhed, and certified under the 
great ſeal, to the ſeveral county courts, in the ſame manner 
as hath been heretofore uſed in this ſtate ; 
This form of government was aſſented to and paſſed in 
eonvention of the delegates of the freemen of Maryland, be- 
gun and held at the city of Annapolis, the 14th of Auguſt 


„ * 


4. D. 1776. | 
B order Us the C onvention, 


M. TILHGMAN, Prefident; 


PIRGINI 4 


oft the ſeal of the ſtate angined : That all writs ſhall ri 


. i 
7 0 
. 


e CO 
agreed 


ſentat! 


ial | 
urgh 
the 5t 


W. 
| | 


veramer 


The 


ſhall be 


wers 
on exer 


ſame ti 


hall be 
„The 
who, toy 
meet 01 
The Ge 
called, 
tatives 
Weſt-A 
and ar 
cording 
be choſ 
for the 
of ſuch 
ed par 
any cit 
perſons 
for the 
nymbe 
or borc 
repreſe 
"Che 
ty lou. 
to pro 


» 3... ö , G n 
(+135 


dal „„ 


as Uſual! 


ace, 206 | is 4 
nw ft} CONSTITUTIONer Form of Government, 


agreed to and reſolved upon by the Delegates and Repre- - 

ſentatives of the ſeveral Counties and Corporations of Vir- 

| love in a GENERAL CONVENTION held at Williamſ-' 
urgh, on the 6th of May and continued by Adjournments to 

ß oO T Ho. INE th tO 1 


Provide 


laration 
19ed, of 
01th the 


oy Wk E, the delegates and repreſentatives of the good peo- 
J \ ple of Virginia, do declare the future form of go- 
Ar. vernment of Virginia to be as followeth : N ps 


The legiſlative, executive, and judiciary department, 
ſhall be ſeparate and diſtinct, ſo that neither exerciſe the 
wers properly belonging to the other; nor ſhall any per- 
2 exerciſe the powers of more than one of them at the 
ſame time, except that the Juſtices of the county courts 
ſhall be eligible to either houſes of aſſembly. 
R The legiſlative'ſhall be formed of two diſtin& branches, 
bai of who, together, ſhall he a complete legiſlature. "They ſhall 
c 1 * meet once, or oftner, in every year, and ſhall be called, 
cal, i he Genera! Aſſembly of Virginia. One of theſe ſhall be 


es tothe 
r be al. 
reoft at 


the ge- 


„ When 


1 called, The Houſe of Delegates; and conſiſt of wu ror | 
| 7 tatives to be choſen for eack county, and for the diſtr ct of 
cr ine weſt-Auguſta, annually of ſuch men as actually reſide in. 
FRO apd are freeholders of the ſame, or duly qualified ac- 
Ted ; cording to law, and alſo of one delegate or repreſentative to 
J * be choſen annually for che city of Williamſburgh, and one 
eber por the borough of Norfolk, and a repreſentative for each 
ugult, Nef ſuch other cities and boroughs as may hereafter be allo 
ed particular repreſentation by the legiſlature ; but when 
any city or borough ſhall fo decreaſe, as that the number ef 
rerſons having right of ſuffrage therein, ſhall have been 
bor the ſpace of feven years ſucceflively, leſs than half the 
dent: Wrymber of veters in ſome one county in Virginia, ſuch city. 


or borough thenceforward ſhall ceaſe to ſend a delegate or 

repreſentative to the aſſembly. 5 

.” The other ſhall be called, Je Senatę, and conſiſt of twen- 

tyrſour members, of whom thirteen ſhall eonſtitute a houſe 

to proceed on buſineſs, for SANT Rep the different coun- 
| | ties 
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ties ſhall be vided inw twenty-four. diſtricts, and wack 
county of the reſpective diſtrict, at the time of the election 
of its delegates, ſhall vote for one ſenator, who is actually 
a reſident and freeholder within the diſtrict, or duiy quali- 
fed according to law, and is upwards of twenty-five years 
or age ; and the ſheriffs of each county, within five days at 
fartheſt, after the laſt county election in the diſtrict, ſhall 

meet at ſome convenient place and form the poll ſo taken in 
their reſpective counties, return as a ſenator the man who 


ſhall have the greateſt number of votes in the whole diſtrict. 


To keep up this aſſembly by rotatien, the dictricts ſhall be 
equally divided into four clafſes and numbered by lot. At tlie 


end of one year after the general election, the ſix members 


elected by the firſt diviſion ſhall be diſplaced, and the vacan- 


cies thereby occaſioned ſupplied from ſuch claſs or diviſion, | 


by new election in the manner aforeſaid. 


and continued in due order annually. 


The right of ſuffrage in the ele gion of enki for 
both houſes, ſhall remain is exerciſzd at preſent, and each 
houſe ſhall chooſe its own ſpeaker, appoint its own officers, 
ſettle its own rules of proceedipg, and direct writs of elec- 
tion for the ſupplying intermediate vacancies, *' 

All laws go. originate in the houſe of delegates, to be 
or rejected hy the ſenate, or to be amended 

with conſent of the houſe of delegates ; except money bills, 
Which in no inftance ſhall be altered by the ſenate, but 
wholly approved or rejected. 


approved 0 


This rotation 
ſhall be applied to each diviſion according to its number, 


A Governor, or chief magiſtrate mall be chit: annual. 


ly, by Joi 


1at ballot of both houſes, to be taken in each houſe 
reſpectively, e in the conference room, the boxes 
examined joiatly by a committee of each houſe, and the num- 
bers ſeverally reported to them, that the appointments may 
he entered (which hall be the mode of taking the jcint 


ballot of both houſes in all caſes) who ſhall not continue in 
that office longer than three years ſucceſſively, nor be eligi- 
ble until the expiration of four years after he ſhall have been 


out of that oih-e. 


An ad<quate, but moderate ſalary ſhai] 


be ſettled on him during his continuance in office; ard be 
dual, with the advice .of a council of ſtate, exerciſe the 


exgtutiye powers of government, according to the laws of 


this commonnyealth ; and ſhall not, under any pretence, | 


exercily 
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exerciſe any power or prerogative by virtue of any law, 


#fatute or cuſtom of England: But he ſhall, with the ad- 


vice of the council of ſtate, have the power of granting re- 
prieve or pardons, except where the projecution ſhall be car- © 
ried on by the houſe of delegates, or the law ſhall have been 
otherwiſe particularly direct; in which caſes ho reprieve 
or pardon ſhall be granted, but by the houſe of delegates. * 
Either houſe of the general aſſembly may adjourn them- 
ſelves reſpectivẽèly. The Governor ſhall not prorogue--or 
adjourn the aſſembly during their ſitting, nor diſſolve them 
at any time; but he ſhail, if neceſſary, either by advice of 
the council of ſtate, or an application of a mayority of the 
houſe of delegates, call them before the time to which ey | 
ſhall ſtand prorogued or adjourned. 
A privy council, or council of ſtate, conſiſting of eight | 
members, ſhall be choſen by joint ballot of both houſes of 
aſſembly, either from their own members or the people 
at large, to aſſiſt in the admiaiſtration of government. 
They ſhall ant ually chooſe, out of their own members, a 
preſident, who, in caſe of death, inability, or abſence of 
the Governor from the government, ſhall act as Lieutenant- 
governor. Four members ſhall be ſufficient to act, and 
cneir advice and proceedings ſhall be entered on record, and 
ſigned by the members preſent (to any part whereof any 
member may enter his diſſent) to be laid before the gene- 
ral aſſe mbly, when called for by them. This council may 
appoint their owa clerk, who ſh all have a ſalary ſettled by 
lay, and take an oath of ſecce c y in ſuch matters as he ſhall 
be directed by the board to conceal. Aſum of money ap- 
propriated to that purpoſe, mall be divided anaually among 
the members in proportion to their attendance ; and they 
Mall be incapable, during their continuance in office, of ſit- 
ting in either houſe of aſſembly. Two members ſhall be 
removed by joint ballot of both houſes of aſſembly, at the 
end of every three years, and be ineligible for the three next 
years. Theſe vacancies, as well as thoſe occaſioned by death 
or incapacity, ſhall be ſupplied by new elections in the ſame 
manner. 
The delegates for Virginia to re Continental Congr f 
ed in the mean time 8 
joint ballot of both houtes of aſſembly. . 
The preſent militia 05icers (all be continuee, and Vas 
. wy <a 
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court- martial on complaint o 


vice of the privy council; and, when embodied, ſhall 


pointed as befbre directe 
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kancies ſupplied by the appointment of the Governof, with Ml fending 3 
the adyice of the privy: council, on recommendations from i iuption, 
tie reſpective county courts ; but the Governor and council if may be e 
ſhall have a power of 1 any officer, and ordering delegates 

| miſbehaviour or inability toraey-ge 
or to ſupply vacancies of officers happening when in actu - may app 
al ſervice. 3 *** Ic the las 

The Governor may embody. the militia, with the ad: ever diſa 
moved f 
pains or 


alone have the. direction of the militia, under the laws of 


The country... 5 If all 
The two houſes of aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot, ap: Nen good 
point ju{zes of the ſupreme court of appeals, and general gates) b 
Court, judges in chancery, judges, of admiralty, ſecretaty, W mentions 
and the attorney-general, to be commiffioned by the Govers Wimpeach 
nor, and continue in office during good behaviour. In caſe ¶ the court 
of death, incapacity, or reſignation, the Governor, with be puniſh 
the advice of the privy cquneil, ſhall appoint perſons to ſuc- {Wceding « 
ceed in office, to be approved or diſplaced by both houſes: Comm 
Theſe officers ſhall have fixed and adequate falaries, and, to- Nn. 
gether with all others holding lucrative offices, and all mi: ¶ che ſeal « 
niſters of the goſpel of every denomination, be incapable Wthe ſame 
of being elected members of either houſe of aſſembly, ox Courts. 
the privy council: . RE | : Wind vign 


„ 


The Governor, ith the advice of the privy council, ſhall A tre; 


appoint juſtices of the peace for the counties; and in caſe ef both h 


of vacancies, or a neceſſity of increaſing the number here- All et 
after, ſuch appointments to be made upon the recommenda- I the K 
tion of the 3 county courts. The preſent. acting the legiſ 
ſecretary in Virginia, and clerks of all the county courts, MW: The t 
ſhall continue in office. In caſe of vacancies, either by Weolonies 
death, incapacity, or er a ſecretary ſhall be ap- volina, a 

b , and the clerks by the reſpective the peo 
courts. The preſent and future clerks ſhall hold their of; {Moſprepe: 


fices during good behaviour, to be judged of and determin- {Mwhatſoe: 


ed in the general court. The ſheriffs and coroners ſhall be ciatmed 
Seb Res: by the reſpective courts, approved by the Go- the rive 
vernor with the advice of the privy council, and commiſ- Whhe Vir 
fioned by the Governor. The juſtices ſhall appoint con- aid riv; 
ſtables ; and all fees of the aforeſaid officers be regulated be made 
by law. 88 N ciaia ſh 
'» The Governor, when he is out of office, and others of- N King 
N 3 fencding Y 
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3. 
fending 4gainſ the ſtate, either by mal-adminiſtration, cor- 
fuption, or other means, by which the ſafety of the ſtate 
may be endangered, ſhall be impeachable by the houſe of 
delegates. Such impeachment to be proſecuted by the 2 
toraey-general, or ſuch other perſon or perſons as the howle 
may appoint, in the general court, according to the laws 
of the laad: If found guilty, he or they ſhall be either for 
ever diſabled to hold any office under government, or be re- 
moved from ſuch office pro tempore, or ſubjected to ſuch 
pains or penalties as the law ſhall direct. | 
If all or any of the judges of the general court ſhould, 


4. #6 


on goe4 grounds (to be judged of by the houſe af dele- 
gates) be accuſed of any of the crimes or offences above- 


mentioned, ſuch houſe of delegates may in like manner 
impeach the judge or judges ſo accuſed, to be proſecuted in 
the court of appeals ; and he or they, if found guilty, ſhall 
be puniſhed in the ſame manner as is preſcribed in the pre- 
ceding clauſe, „„ 8 80 e 
Commiſſions and grants ſhall run; In the name of the com- 
monwealth of Virginia, and bear teſt by the Governor, with 


the ſeal of the commonwealth annexed. Writs ſhall run in 


the ſame manner, and bear teſt by the clerks of the ſeveral 
courts. Indictments ſhall conclude; Againſt the peace, 
and dignity of the commonwealth, 3 | 

A treaſurer ſhall be appointed annually, by joint ballot 
of both houſes. | 


All eſcheats, penalties; and forfeitures; heretofore going 


0 the King, ſhall go tothe commonwealth, ſave only ſuch as 
the legiſlature may aboliſh, or otherwiſe provide for. 
The territories contained within the charters erecting the 
colonies of Maryland, Pennſylvania, North and South Ca- 
folina, are hereby èeded, releaſed, and forever confirmed to 
tie people of theſe tolonies reſpectivély, with all the rights 
blproperty, juriſdiction and government, and all other rights 
whatſoever, Which might at any time heretofore have been 
claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and uſe of 
the rivers Potomaque and Pokonioke, with the property of 
the Virginia ſhores and ſtrands bordering on ether of the 
ſad rivers, and all improvements which have been or ſhall 
e made thereon. The weſtern and northern extent of Vir- 
Siaia ſhall in all other reſpects ſtand as fixed hy the charter 
& King James I. in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 
\/ | 2 | Nine, 
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: of Britain and France, in the year one thoaſand ſeven hys. 
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nine, and by 68 public treaty of peace between these cour 


dred and ſixt y three; unleſs hy act ol ths legiſlatme, one 
more governments be eſtabliſhed weit Valid of the Allegiey 


Be mountains. 'And no purchaſes of lands thall be made of th Tha 
Indian natives but on behalf of tas TROY ic, by authority ot the un 
general aſſembly. . 6 n open ce 
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De CONSTITUTION or Form o Governwex: fiifcibed an 
agreed to & reſolved upon, by the Repreſentatives of the F res nd oaght 
men of the State of North- Carolina, eleftcd and cl cen fall 12. Th 
that particular Purpoſe, in CONGRESS afemtled, al Hal liſſeiſed o 
fax, Dec. 18, 1776. rexiled c 

; iberty, 01 

4 DECLARATION of RIGHTS, &c. * Th 

ed to a r 

Tr all political power is veſted i in, and derive 0 remov- 
from, the people only. ct to be 

2. That the people of this ſtate ought to han the 5 14. Th 
and excluſive right of regulating the internal government the ancien 
and police thereof. er the rig 
3. That no man, or ſet of men are intitled to excluſive M iolable 
ſeparate emoluments or privileges from the community, bu 75: 1. 
An conſideration of pubic ſervices. Varks of! 
4. That the legillative, executive, and ſupreme judicial 10. th: 
powers of government, ought to be for ever ſeparate and ade ſub; 
diſtin& from each other. 5 tue Confer 
5. That all powers of ſuſpending lawe, or the execution aembly 
Laws by any authority, Without conſent of the repreſenti 17. Ti 

catives of the people, 1 15 injurious to their ri ighis, and ougit fence of t 

mot to be exerciſed. air dang, 

6. That elections of members, to ſerve as repr efomtatii ane that 1 

in general aſſembly, ought to be free. v1 tO, an 

7. That in all criminal proſecutions every man has a right | . 45 | 
Dontalt 
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a and witneſſes other teſtimony, and mall not be 
ompelled to give evidence agaiuſt himſelf. „ 

8. That no freeman ſhall be put to anſwer any r 
harge but by indictment, preſentment, or impeachment. 

That no freeman ſhall be convicted of any crime, but 

y the unanimous verdict of a jury of good and n men, 
open court as Heretofore uſed. -—- 

10. That exceſſive bail ſnould not be required, nor ex- 


Ave fines impoſed, nor x cruel or unuſual | ops act in- 


licted. 

11. That genefal warrants whereby an officer or meſ- 
enger may be commanded to ſearch ſuſpected places, with- 
ut evidence of the fact committed, or to ſeize any perſon or 


derſons not named, whoſe offences are not particularly de- 
cribed and ſupported by evidence, are dangerous to liberty, 


7 * o 


nd oaght not to be granted. 

12. That no freeman ought to be takin. e or 
liſſeiſed of his fre chold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed; 
rexiled or in any manner deſtroyed or depriyed of his life, 
iberty, or property, but by the law of the land. | 

13. That every freeman reſtrained of his liberty, is intit- 
efl to a remedy, to enquire into the lawfulneſs thereof, and 
o remove the ſame if ualawful, and that ſuch remedy W 
ot to be denied or delayed. 

14. That in all controverſies at law reſpecti ng property, 


the ancient mode of trial by j jury is one of the beſt ſecurities. 


of the riglits of the people and ought to remain ſacred and, 
1#10lable. 


15. That the freedom of the preſs i is one of the great "Ab | 


Varks of liberty, and therefore ought never to be reſtrained. 
16. that the people of this ſtate ought not to be taxed, oy 
male ſubject to the payment of any impoſt or duty, without 


tre conſent of themſelves, or their A in general 


alfembly freely given. 
17. That the people have a right to bear arms for the de- 
fence of the ſtate; and as ſtanding armies in time of peace 


dle ue dangeroes to liberty, they ought nor to be kept up; 


e that the military ſhould be kept under ſtrict ſubordinati- 
01 a to, and governed by the civil power. 
18. That the people have a right to ie together, 
to zonlalt for their common an good, to n their repreſenta-- 
tives, 
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' 19, That all men haye a natural and unalienable righ 
| to worſhip Almighty, God, according to the dictates of * 
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20. That for redreſs-of grievances, and for amendi | 
ay ſtrengthening the las, elections ougnt to be an 
3 That a fre nent gegurrence to fundamental principle; 
is abſolutely neceſſary. to preſerve the bleſſings of liberty. 
22. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges or hq 
nours, ought to. be granted or conferred in this ſtate, : 
23. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary, to the 
enius of a free ſtate, and ought not to be allowed. 
24. That retroſpectiwe laws, puniſhing facts committed 
before the exiſtence of ſuch laws, and'by them only declar. 7 
ed criminal, are oppreſſive, unjuſt, and incompatible with he CON 
liberty, wherefore ng-empoft facto law ought to be made. RES” 
25. The property of the ſoil in a free government being HI 
one of the eſſential rights of the collective bod of the peo. t 
ple, it is neceſſary, in oxder to avoid future iſputes, that fled whe 
the: limits of the ſtate ſhould be aſcertained with preciſion ; Third, K 
and as the former temporaryline between North and South: Britiſh A 
Carolina was confirmed and extended by commiſſioners, ap- them his] 
pointed ber the legiſlatures of the two ſtates, agreeable to the clared the 
| order ofthe late King George II. in council, thatline, ant the Britt 
that only, ſhould beefteemed the ſouthern boundary of this 8? £25 
fate, that is to ſay, beginning on the ſea fide at a cedar ſtake; Nenttone 
at or near the mouth. of little river (being the ſouthern ex- has allo ſe 
tremity of Brunſwick county), and running from thence aÞ > fo 
nbrth-weſt courſe through the boundary houſe, which ſtands {ad colo! 


inthirty three de rees fifty fix minutes; to thi e hereof, 
North latitude, 2 thence a weſt bn fy 2 colonies | 
mentioned in the charter of King Charles II. to the late pro- i many 
prietors, of Carolina: Therefore all the teritory, ſeas, wa- ünental 
ters, and harbours, with their appurtenances, lying be. ther prev 
tween the line above deſcribed, and the ſouthern line of 1 

5 colonies 


the ſtate of Virginia, which begins on the ſea ſhore, in thir- of 
&y-fix degrees thirty minutes North latitude, and from thence we Briti 
runs Weſtz agreeable to the ſaid charter of King Charles, N. z a“ 


axe the right agd property of the people of this ate, to be,, bre 
. Keld by them in fovereignty ; any partial line, without the + th 
; "ET | | Le ary 


8 Conſent 


egrees: 


Ir as ts 


te pro- 


S, Wa- 
g be-. 
ine of 
1 thir- 

thence ' 
1arles, 
to be 
ut the 
onſen 


5 ; S . # bo ; 


 Colftirution of North-Carolita. 138 


ſent of the legiſlature of this ſtate, at any time thereaf- 
er directed, or laid out in any wiſe notwithſtanding. Pro- 
ided always, That this declaration of right ſhall not pre- 
udice any nation or nations of indians, from enjoying ſuch 


hunting grounds as may have been, or hereafter ſhall be ſe- 


ured to them, by any former or future legiſlature of this 


ſtate. And provided alſo, That it ſhall not be conſtrued ſo 


as to prevent the eſtabliſhment of one or more governments 
eſtward of this ftate, by conſent of the legiſlature. And 


provided further, That nothing herein contained ſhall effect 
the titles or poſſeſſions of individuals; holding or claiming, | 


under the laws heretofore in force, or grants heretofore 
made by the late King George IIP. or his predeceſſors, or 
he late Lords proprietors, dr any of them. 


he CONSTITUTION or FORM of GOVERNMENT, Kc. 


HEREAS allegiance and protection are in their na- 

N ture reciprocal, and the one ſhould of right be re- 
fuſed when the other is withdrawn ; and whereas George the.” 
Third, King of Great-Britain, and late fovereign of the 

Britiſh American Colonies, hath not only withdrawn from 
them his protection, but by an act of the Britiſh legiſlature de- 

clared the inhabitants of theſe ſtates out of the protection of 
the Britiſh' crown, and all their property found upon the 
high ſeas, liable to be ſeized and confiſcated to the uſes 
mentioned in the ſaid act; and the ſaid George the Third 


Ius allo ſent fleets and armies to proſecute a cruel war again{t 


them, for the purpoſe of reducing the inhabitants of the 
ad colonies to a ſtate of abject flavery ; in conſequence 
whereof, all government under the ſaid King within the ſaid 
cölonies hath ceaſed, and a total deſolution of government 
many of them hath taken place. And whereas the Con- 
tinental Congreſs, having confidered the premiſes, and o- 
ther previous violations of the rights of the good people of 
America, have therefore declared, that the thirteen united 
colonies are of right wholly abſolved from all allegiance to 
the Britiſh crown, or any other foreign juriſdiction whatſo- 
trer; and that the ſaid colonies now are, and for ever ſhall 
be, free and independent ſtates ; wherefore.in our preſent 
late, in order to prevent anarchy and confuſion, it becomes. 
Keeſtary that goverument ſhould be eſtabliſhed in this Rate; 
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I Conftitution of North-Carolina.” 
therefore we, the repreſentatives of the freemen of North. 
Carolina, choſen and aſſembled in Congreſs, for the expreſ 
_ Purpoſe of framing a conſtitution, under the auth« rity oj the 
people, moſt conducive. to their happineſs and projperity, 


do declare, that a government for this ſtate ſhall be eſta. 


bliſhed in manner and form following, 20 wer. 


4 
* . 


Senate, and Houſe of Commons. | Pd” 
2. That the ſenate ſhall be compoſed of repreſentative; 
annually choſen by ballot, one of each county in the ſtate. 

3. That the houſe of commons ſhall be compoſed of re- 


preſentatives annually choſen by ballot, two for each coun- 
ty, and one for each of the towns of Edentown, Newbern, 


Wilmington, Salſbury, Hilſborough and Halifax. 

4. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, aſſembled for 
the purpoſe of legiſlation, ſhall be. denominated, The Gen- 
eral nn... „ 5 
5. That each member of the ſenate Hall have uſually re. 
fided in the county in which he is choſen, for one year pre. 
ceding his election, and for the ſame time ſhall have pol- 
ſeſſed, and continue to poſſeſs, in the county which: he re- 
preſents, not leſs than three hundred acres of land in fee. 


6. That each member of the houſe of commons ſhall have 
uſually reſided in the county in which he is choſen, for one 
year immediately preceding his election, and for fix months. 
ſhall have poſſeſſed, and continue to poſſeſs. in the county 
which he repreſents, not leſs than one hundred acres of land 


in fee, or for the term of his on life. | 
7. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years whe 
have been inhabitants of any county within the ſtate, twelve 
months immediately preceding the day of. any election, and 
* a frechold within the ſame county of fifty acres 
of land for fix months next before, and at the day of elec- 
tion, ſhall be entitled to vote for a member of the ſenate 
8. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years, who 
have been inhabitants of any county within the ftace twelve 
months immediately preceding the day of any election, and 
ſhall have paid public taxes, ſhall be entitled to vote {fol 


members of the hoaie of commons, for the county in which 


he reſides, J 


thi 


9. That all perſoũs poſſeſſed of afrechold in any town in 


-1; That the legiſlative, authority ;ſhaY. be veſted in two 
diſtinct branches, both dependant on the people, 10 ab, 3 


this ſtat 


freemen 


no 113 

rave pa 
her to re 
vi led al 
bitant 5 


of com 


por any 


beyond 


ſaid tow 
$4 
ſhall ea« 
ficers, | 
member 


and pre 
mall dir 


cancies, 
ſelves to 
5 11. 1 
before 
of both 
n 
the ſen: 
or place 


ie exe. 


and ail 

EN 
both hot 
equity, 
{hall be 
Aces du 
„ 
Power t. 
tia, and 


Fears. 
has not 


— 44.3 


n fee. 


IL have 
or one 
nonths 
county 


df land 


rs who 
twelvc 
n, and 
acres 
F elec- 
ſenate. 
Sz who 
twelve 
Yn, and 
ete fol 


which 


own in 


th 


' 
-Conftitutien of North.-Carolina. 1 
. 3 


his ftate, having a right of repreſentation, and alſo all 


freemen who have been inhabitants of any ſuch town twelve 


mo 1.123 next before, and at the day of election, and ſhall 
have paid public taxes, ſhall be entitled to vote fora mem- 
ber co reprejeat ſuch towa in the houſe of commons. Pro- 
vided always, That this ſection ſhall not entitle any inha- 
bitant of ſuch town to vote for members of the houſe 


ct commons for the county in which he may refide, 


por any treeholder in ſuch county who reſides © without or 


beyond the limits of ſaca town, to vote for a member for 


ſaid town, - SR | C 
| 10. That the ſenate and houſe of commons when met, 
ſhall each have power. to chuſe à ſpeaker, and other their of- 


fers, be judges of the qualifications and elections of their 


members; fit upon their oa adjournments from day to day: 
and prepare biz to be paſſed into laws. The two houtes | 
mall direct wrils of election for ſapplying intermediate va- 


cancies, and ſhall alſo joiatly, by ballot, adjourn them- 
ſelves to any future day and place. 


III. That all bills ſhall be read three times in each houſe 


before they paſs into laws, and be figned by the ſpeaker 
of both houſes. : 3 5 
12. That every perſon who ſhall be choſen a member of 
the ſenate or houſe of commons, or appointed to any office 
or place gf truſt, before taking his feat, or entering upon 


the execution of his office, ſhall take an. oath to the ſtaie, 


and ail oficers ſhall alſo take an oath of office. | 

13. That the general afſembly ſhall, by joint ballot of 
both houſes, appoint judges of the ſupreme courts of law and 
equity, judges of admiralty; and attorney-general, WhO 


mall be commiſſioned by the Governor, and hold their of- 


fces during good behaviour. 2 5 
14. That the fenate and houſe of commons ſhall have 
power to appoint the generals and field officers of the m:il1- 
tia, and all officers of the regular army of this tate. 

15, That the ſenate and houſe of commons, jointly, at 
their fieſt meeting after each annual election, ſhall by bal- 
let elect a Governor for one year, who ſhali not be eligi- 
ble to that office longer than three years in ſix ſucccfive 
years. That no perion under thirty yeafs of age, and who. 
has not been a refident in this fate above five years, and. 


barung in the ſtate a freeb6ld in lands and tenements obove: 


. the 


. 
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the value of one chouſand pounds, ſhall be eligible as a Go. 
vernor. V EY | 
16. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, jointly, t 
their firft meeting after each annual election, ſhall by bal- 
lot elect ſeven apc as be a council of ſtate for one year, 
who ſhall adviſe the Governor in the execution of his office, 
and that four members ſhall be a quorum ; their advice and 
_ proceeding ſhall be entered in a journal to be kept for that 
purpoſe only, and figned by the members preſent, to any 
art of. which any member preſent. may enter his difſent 
nd ſuch journal ſhall be laid before the general aſſembly, 
when called for by them. VU | 
17. That there ſhall be a ſeal of this ſtate, which ſhall 
be kept by the Goveanor, and uſed by him as occaſion may 
require; and ſhall be called, T be Great Seal of the ate of 
333 and be affixed to all grants and commil. 
0ns. | 5 PS 
18. The Governor for the time being, ſhall be Captain. 
general and Commander in Chief of the militia ; and iy 
e receſs of the general aſſembly ſhall have power, by and 
with the advice of the council of ſtate, to embody the mill: 
tia for the public ſaſety. | 
„ 19. That the Governor for the time being ſhall have pow- 
er to draw for, and apply ſuch ſums of money as ſhall be 
voted by the general aſſembly for the contingencies of 99: 
vernment, and be accountable to them for the ſame. He 
alſo may, by and with the advice of the council of ſtate, 
jay embargoes, or prohabit the exportation of any commo- 


city for any term not exceeding thirty days at any one time 


in the receſs of the general aſſembly ; and ſhall have the 

wer of granting pardons and, reprieves, except where the 
proſecution ſhall be carried on by the general aſſembly, or 
the law ſhall otherwiſe direct; in which caſe he may, in the 
receſs, grant a reprieve until the next ſitting of the general 


aſſembly ; and may exerciſe all the other executive powers 
of government, limited and reſtrained, as by this conſtitu- 


110n is mentioned, and according to the laws of the ſtate, 
And on his death, inability or abſence from the ſtate, the 
ſpeaker of the ſenate for the time being; and in caſe of his 
death, inability, or abſence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker of 
the houſe of commons ſhall exerciſe the powers of govern- 


ment, after ſuch death, or during ſuch abſence or inability, 
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of the Governor, or ſpeaker of the ſenate, or until a new no; 
mination is made by the general aſſembly. 
20. That in every caſe where any officer, the right of 
whoſe appointment is by this conſtitution veſted in the gene- 
ral aſſembly, ſhall, during their receſs die, or his othce by 
oth-r means become vacant, the Governor ſhall have pow- 
if with the advice of the council of ftate, to fill up ſuch 
vacancy by granting a temporary commiſſion, which ſhall 
expire at the end of the next ſeſſion of the general aſſembly. 
21. That the Governor, judges of the ſupreme court qt 
law and equity, judges of admiralty, and attorney-gene- 
ral, ſhall have adequate ſalaries, during their continuance 
in office, ; 4 N 

22. That the general afſemvly ſhall, by joint ballot of 
2oth houſes, annually appoint a treafurer or treaſurers for 
this ſtate. ; 2 | 
23. That the Governor, and other officers offending 
2021nſt the ſtate, by violating any part of this conſtitution, 
mal-adminiftration, or corruption, may be proſecuted on the 
impeachment of the general aſſembly, or preſentment of 
the grand jury of any court of ſupreme: juriſdiction in this 
tate. | 6 5 | 

24. That the general aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot of 
both houſes, triennially appoint a ſecretary for this ſtate. 

25. That no perſoas, who heretofore have been, or here- 
after may be receivers of ne monies, ſhall have a ſeat in 
either houſe of general aſſembly, or be eligible to any office 
in this ſtate, until ſuch perſon ſhall have fully accounted for, 
and paid into the treaſury, all ſums for which they may be 
accountable and liable. | 
26. That no treaſurer ſhall have a ſeat, either in ſenate, 
houſe of commons, or council of ſtate, during his continu- 
ance in that office, or before he ſhallhave finally ſettled his 
acconnts with the public, for all the monies which may be 
in his hands, at the expiration of his office, belonging te. 
the ſtate, and hath paid the ſame into the hands of the ſuc- 
ceeding treaſurer. | | 

27. That no officer in the regular army or navy, in the 
ſervice and pay of the united ſtates, of this or any other 
ſtate, or any contractor or agent for ſupplying ſuch army 
or navy with cloathing or proviſions, ſhall have a ſeat ei- 
tler in the ſenate, houſe of commons, or council of ſtatey 

\ s. | Or 


14 
31 1 
j 
! 
. 
i 
2 U 
A + 
T3 
N 
i þ 
1 
: 
F331 p 
N. » 
K\1 
33 xg 
. 
W 1 
11 
i 
I 1 
7% 
12 7 
+ i 
* F 
64 By y 
* 
>; 
mw 
1 . 
U F 
| 
H ; 
1 : 
TI 
3. 1-8 
n 
1 
5 # 
© $ 
7: 
4 n 
n 4 
Y 1} 
* 4% 
F397 4 
: I: 
1 | 
4% 
I 
3 . 
+ 4 
618. 
. 
\ 
#28, 4 
1 * 
1 
. 
3, N 
3 x 
p 4" bd 
2; ; 
4 
3 j 
218 5 4 
47 
\ 
1 
SK 
by 5 
LT 
FE” 7 | 
+3 ! 
1 
4 q i 
N. ji 
LP jt 
$3041 +4 
. | 
"7 


— 


598 | Corflitucionef Netz. Corsi 


wr be eligible thereto; and: any member of the ſenate, hook 
of commons, or council of ſtate, being appointed to, and ay 
cepting of tuch ofice, ſhali th:reby vacace his icat. 

28. That no member of the counſtii of ſtare ſhall have! 
Feat either in the fenate or houſe of commons. 

29. That no judge of the ſupreme court of law or equity, 

or judge of admiralty, ſhall have a leat in the ſeaate, ho.k 

of commons, dr council of ſtate. 

30. That no ſecretary of this fate, attorney-generd, 
or clerk of any court of record, ſhall have a ſeat in the f. 
nate, houſe cf commons, or council bf ſtate. 

31. That no elergyman or preacher of the goſpel of ay 
denomi 1ation ſhall be capable of beiag a member of citte 
the lenate, houſe of commgens, or council of ſtate, While he 
continues in the exerciſe. of the paſtoral function. 

32. That no perisa who ſhall deny che being of God, or 
the truth of the Proteſtant religion, or the divine authority 
either of the Old or New Teftament, or who mall hold re. 
Aigious principles incompatible with the freedom and ſa fei 
ol the ſtate, ſhall be capable of holdifig any office, or place 
of truſt or profit in the civil department within this ſtate, 
33. That the juſtices of the peace within their reſpeRtive 
.counties in this ſtate,” ſhall in future be xecommended to the 
Governor for the time being, by the repreſentatives in ge. 
neral aſſembly, and the Governor ſhall commiſſion them ac- 

cordingly; and the juſticee, when ſo commifiioned, ſhall 
Hold their offices during good behaviour, and ſhall not be 


removed from office by the general aſſembly, unleſs for mik 


behaviour, abſence, or inability. 
34. That there ſhall be no efabliſhwent of any one reli. 
$1ous chuzchor denomination in this flate in preference to 


any other, neither ſhall any perſon, on any pretence what. 


Hever, be compelled to attend any place of worſhip contra- 
ry to his own faith or judgment, nor be obliged to p., for 
#he pn of any glebe, or the building of any houſe of 
worſhip, ot for the maia3tenance of any miniſter or miniſtry, 
contrary te what he believes right, or has voluntarily and 
128 engaged to perform; but all perſons ſhall be at 

berty to exercue their owa mode of worſhip. Prov:ea, 
That nõthing herein contained hall be conſtructed to exempt 
preackers * treaſonable or ſedirious diſeourſes from legal 
Pal aud punſkucat. 
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35. Taat no perſon in the ſtate ſhall hold more than one 


acrative office at any one time. Provided, That no ap- 
wintment in the militia, or the office of a juſtice of the 


tue ſtate of North- Carolina, and bear teſt, and be ſigned 


0 Tl the Governor. All writs ſhall run in the {lame manner, 
-o 10-0 id bear teſt, aad be ligaed by the clerks of the reſpe@ive * 
_— Hurts Indictments ſhall conclude, Againſt the peace and 


ionity of the ftate, 


the {e- 


* ongreis, while neceſſary, ſhall be choſen annually by the 
| of a ; « "Os, Bod by | | * 7 22 as 
Feitkeseneral aſſembly, by ballot, but may be ſuperſeded in the 
hi » 40 7 þ * 0 "I Ee, 
ue led erve in chat capacity for more than three years ſucceſſively. 
33, That there ſhall be. a ſheriff, coroner or coroners, 
and conſtables, ia each coanty within this Rate. 


, N * 0 


35, That the perſon of a debtor, where there is not a 


O i 0 


frong preſumpt 


30d, or 
thority 
old re- 


* 


on of fraud, ſhall not be continued in pri- 


37. That the delegates for this ſtate to the continental 


mean time in tue ſame manner, and no perſon ſhall be elected 


* ſoa, after delivering up bona fade, all his eſtate, real and 
late. perional, for the ule of his creditors, in ſuch manner as ſhall 
ein de hereafter regulated by law: All priſoners ſhall be bail- 
yi tie able by ſufficicat ſureties, ugleſs for capital affences, when 


the proof is evident, or the preſumption great. 


in - 6 +7 3 v * 1 . . = : 
20 40. That every foreigner who comes to fettle in this ſtate, 


m ac- 


ſhall having firſt taken an oath of allegiance to the ſame, may 
e MW purchaſe, or by.other juſt means acquire, hold, and transfer 


ot b I 0 | | 
land, or other real eftate ; and after one year's reſidence, 


mig hall be deeihed. a. free citizen. 

3 41. That a ſchdol or ſchools ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the le- 
n Lillature, for the convenient inſtruction of youth, with ſuch 

Woes ſalaries to the maſters, paid by the public, as may enable 
e, them to inſtruct at low prices.; & ail-uſeful learning ſhall be 
tow duly encou raged and promoted ir one or more univerſities. 
A * 42. That no purchaſe of lands ſhall be made of the Indian 


iſtry, 
and 
be at 


neral aſſembly. 


intails in ſuch a manner as to prevent perpetuities. 


er _ 44. That the declaration of rights is hereby declareg to he 
s - - , &-.-. re 
egal pa 


35. 


natives, but on behalf of the public, by authority of the ge- 
43. That the future legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall regulate. 
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f r ohly, and ſuited to 
le affairs at that period, looking forward to an accomo- 


. e Pts 1 
*. \ 


2 „ . | NE 
part of the conſtitution of this ſtate, and ought never to bt 
Vvuolated, on any pretence whatſoever. . 0 


5. That any member of either houſe of general aſſembly 
ſhall have liberty to diſſent from, and proteſt againſt, any a 


or reſolve which he may think injurious to the public, or any. 


individual, and haye the reaſons of his diſſent entered on the 
Jorg. - +: = 1 wn 


46. That neither houſeof the general aſſembly ſhall pro. 


ceed upon public buſineſs, unleſs a majority of all the mem. 
bers of ſuch houſe are actually preſent ; and that upon a 


motion made and ſeconded, the yeas and nays upon any 


queſtion ſhall be taken and entered on the journals; and that 


the journals of the proceedings of both hoaſes of the gene. 


ral aſſemblly ſhall be printed and made public, immedately 


after their adjournment, 8 

This. conſtitution is not intended to preclude the prefent 
Congreſs from making a temporary proviſion for the well 
ordering of this ſtate, until the general aſſembly ſhall eſtab- 


liſh government agreeable. t6 the mode herein before del. 
O'S eg, oo 3 9125 


cribed. . 


--;; "th =, 3 1 ES: 1 
pt RICHARD CASWELL, PRESIDENT, 


December the eighteenth, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy fix, read the third time, and ratified in open 
Congreſs. VV 

By Ora 


Jauss GREEN, Jun. Secretary. 
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Ins ACT for eftabliſhing the C ONSTITUTION of the 2 | 


of South-Corolina, paſſed the 19th day of March, 1778. 


HER Fas the conſtitution Or form of goverment 
agreed to and reſolved upon by the freemen of this 


county, met in Congreſs the 26th day of March, 1776, wa: 
e ſituation of their pub- 


dation 
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lation with Great-Britain, an event then deſired: And 
whereas the united colonies of America have been ſince 


Tembly conſtituted independent ſtates, and the political connexion 
any ad Wheretofore ſubſiſting between them and Great-Britainentirely 
or any Meiſſolved, by the declaration of the honcurable the continen- 
on the Wtal Congreſs, dated the 4th day of July 1776, for the ma- 


ry great and weighty reaſons therein particularly ſet forth; 
ill pro. Wit therefore becomes abſolutely neceſſary to frame a conſti- 
mem. 'Mtution ſuitable to that great event: Be it therefore conſti- 


upon 2 Miuted and enacted, by hisexcellency Rawlins Loundes, Eſq, 
n any {preſident and Commander in Chief in and over the ſtate of 
nd that MSouth-Carolina, by the honourable the legiſlative council 
gene. Hand general aſſembly, and by the authority of the ſame, 


That the following articles agreed upon by the freemen of 


Yrefent held the conftitution an 
e well Wfate, unleſs altered by the legiſlative authority thereof: 


eftab. which conftitution or form of government ſhall immediately 


e def. take place and be of force from the paſſing of this act, 

_ 3 ſuch parts as are hereafter mentioned and ſpeci- 

ENT, ed. | : Sg 

i. That the ſtile of this county be hereafter, The State 
ndred of South-Carolina, | | "I 

open 2. That the legiſlative authority be veſted in a general 

Jaſſembly, to conſiſt of two diſtin bodies, a ſenate and houſe 

of repreſentatives ; but, that the legiſlature of this ſtate, 

etary. Nas eſtabliſhed by the conſtitution or form of government, 


paſſed the 26th of March 1776, ſhall continue and be 


mov Wn full force, until the 29th day of November next en- 


| ſuing. | | | 
4. 2 That as ſoon as may be after the firſt meeting of the 
ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, and at every firſt meet- 
ting of the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives thereafter, 
No be elected by virtue of this conſtitution, they ſhall, joint - 
Sale ly. in the houſe of repreſentatives, chooſe by ballot, from 


78. among themſelves or fromthe people at large, a Governor 


and Commander in Chief, a Lieutenant-governor, both to 
ment continue for two years, and à privy- council, all of the pro- 
f this teſtant religion; and till ſuch choice ſhall be made, the 
„ was Wl brmer prefident, or Governor and Commander in Chief, 
pab- and vice-preſident, or Lieutenant-governor, as the caſe 
omo- WW may be, and privy-council, _ continue to act as ſuch, 


4 
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this ſtate, now met in e aſſembly, be deemed and 
form of government of the ſaid 


* 
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4. That a member of the ſenate or houſe of repreſenti fen, in tl 
tives, being cheſen and acting as Governor and Comman. Wai; future 
der in Chief, or Lieutenant-governor ſhall vacate his feat, N elected tc 
and another perſon ſhall be elected in his room. election 
5. That every perſon who ſhall be elected Governor and fant rota 
Commander in Chief of the ſtate, or Lieutenant-governor, ¶ cid who ſt 
or a member ef the privy- council, ſhall be qualified as fol. MW in aſter 
loweth, that is to ſay, The Governor and Lieutenant-go- term of 
vernor ſhall have been reſidents in this ſtate for ten years, MW army or 
and the members of the privy-concil five years, preced. MW nor judg 
ing their ſaid election, and ſhall have in this ſtate a ſettled; ſhall the 
plantation or freehold, in their and each of their own right, MW being, | 
of the value of at leaſt ten thouſand pounds currency, tration. 
clear of debt; and on being elected, they. ſhall reſpec. MW tives, b 
tively take an oath of qualificatioa-in the houſe of repreiea. ſ .loſe his 
tatives. | | leſs he 
6. That no future Governor and Commander in Chief ſhall, & 
ho ſhall ſerve for two years, ſhall be eligible to ſerve in vy-conr 
the ſaid office after the expiration of che ſaid term, .uncl IM in Chic 
the full end and term of four years. ſult the 
7. That no perſon in this ſtate: ſhall hold the office of vy-cour 
Governor thercof, or Lieutenant-goveraor, and any other the gen 
office or commiſſion, civil or military, (except in the mili-M to act i 
tia) either in tliis.or any other fate ; W the author houſe o 
ity of the Continental Congreſs, at one and the ſame time. privy- 
8. That in caſe of the- impeachments of the. Governor - ceeding 
and Commander in Chief or his removal vom office, death, every 
reſignation, on abſence from the/ ſtate, the Lieutenant-go-ſ - of any 
vernor ſhall ſucceed to his office, and the privy- council before 
ſhall chuſe, out of their own body, a Lieutenant-governor 10. 
of the ſtate. And in caſe of the im peachment of the Lieu- ment, 
teaant-governor, or his removal from office, death, reſig- vernor 
nation, or abſence from the ſtate, one of the privy- council, by the 
to be choſen by themſelves, ſhall ſucceed to his office, until m; 
a nomination to thoſe offices reſpectively, by the ſenate aud + ſenate 
houſe of repreſentatives, for the remainder of the time for 11. 
which the officer ſo impeached, removed from office, dj iſ verno 
ing, refigning, or being abſent, was appointed. 1 
9. That the privy- council ſhall confiſt of the Lieuten- ha. « 
ant-governor for the time being, and eight other members, follou 
Aye of whom ſhall be a quorum, to be choſen as before di- aſter, 


Fettech, four to ſerve for two years, and four for one 
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«nd at the expiration of one year, four others ſhall be cho- 
ſen, in the room of the laſt four tofferve for two years, and 
future members of the privy-council ſhall thenceforward be 
elected to ſerve for two years, whereby there will be a new 
election every year for half of the privy- council, & a con- 
ſtant rotation eſtabliſhed ; but no member of the privy- coun- 
cil who ſhall ſerve for two years ſhall be eligible to ſerve there- 
in after the expiration of the ſaid term, until the full end & 
term of four years; Provided always, that no officer of the 
army or navy, in the ſervice of the continent or this ſtate, 
nor judge of any of the courts of law ihall be eligible ; nor 
ſhall the father, ſon or brother of the Governor for the time 
being, be elected in the privy-council during his adminiſ- 
tration. A member of the ſenate or houſe of repreſenta- 
tives, being choſen of the privy- council, ſhall: not thereby 
loſe his ſeat in the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives, un- 
leſs he be elected Lientenant-governor, in which caſe he 
ſhall, & another perſon ſhall be choſen in his ſtead. The pri- 
vy-conncil is to adviſe the Governor, and Commander 
in Chief, when required, but he ſhall not be bound to con- 
ſult them unleſs directed by law. If a member of the pri- 
vy-council thall die or depart the ſtate, during the receſs of 
the general aſſembly, the privy-council ſhall chuſe another 
to act in his room, until a nomination by the ſenate and 
houſe of repreſentatives ſhalt. take place. The clerk of the 
privy-council ſhall keep a regular journal of all their pro- 
ceedings, in which ſhall be entered the yeas and nays, en 
every queſtion, and the opinion, with the reaſon at large 
of any member who deſires it.; which journal ſhall be laid 
before the legiflature, when required by either houſe. 

10. That in caſe of the abſence from the ſeat of govern- 
ment, or ſickneſs of the Governor and the Lieutenant- go- 
vernor, any one of the privy- council may . 
by the Governor, under his hand and ſeal, to act in his 
700m ; but ſuch appointment ſhall not vacate his ſeat in the 
' ſenate, houſe of repreſentatives, or. privy-council, 

11. That the executiye authority be veſte4 in the Go- 
vernor & Commander in Chief, in manner herein mentioned. 
12. That each pariſh and diſtrict throughout this tate, 
hall on the laſt Monday in November next, and the Jay 
following, and on the ſame days of every ſecond year there- 


After, elect, by ballot, ane member of the ſenate; * 
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the diſtrict of St. Philip and St. Michael's pariſhes, Charles 
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town, which ſhall eleft two members, and except alſo th 
diſtrict between Broad and Saludy rivers, in three diviſion 
viz. the lower diſtri, little river diſtrict, and upper g 
ſpartan diſtrict, each of which ſaid diviſions ſhall ele& one 
member; and except the pariſhes of St. Mathew and 
Orange, which ſhall elect one member; and alfo except 
the pariſhes of Prince George and All Saints, which ſhall 
elet one member. And the election of ſenators for ſuch 

ariſhes reſpectively, ſhall, until otherwiſe altered by the 
egiſlature, be at the pariſh of Prince George, for the 


ſaid pariſh and the pariſh of All-Saints, and at the parih 


of St. Mathew for thatpariſh and the pariſh of Orange ; to 


meet on the firſt Monday in January then next, at the ſeat 


of government, unleſs the caſualties of war or conta gion 
diſorders ſhould render it unſafe to meet there; in which 
caſe the Governor and Commander in Chief for the time be- 
ing, may, by proclamation, with the advice and conſent 
of the privy- council, appoint a more ſecure and conveni- 
ent place of meeting; and to continue for two years, from 
the ſaid laſt Monday in November; and that no perſan 


fall be eligible to a ſeat in the ſaid ſenate, unleſs he be of 


the Proteſtaat religion, and hath attained the age of thirty 

ears and hath been a reſident in this ſtate at leaſt five years. 
Not leſs than thirteen members ſhall be a quorum to do bu- 
fineſs, but the preſident or any three members may adjourn 


from day to day. No perſon who reſides in the pariſn or diſ. 
trict for which he is elected, ſhall take his ſeat in the ſe- 


nate, unleſs he poſſeſſes a ſettled eſtate and freehold, in his 
own right, in the ſaid pariſh or diſtri, of the value of two 
thouſand pounds currency at leaſt, clear of debt; and no 
non · reſident ſhafl be eligible to a ſeat in the ſaid ſenate, un- 
leſs he is owner of a ſettled eſtate and freehold, in his own 
right, in the pariſh or diſtrict where he is elected, of the va- 
lue of ſeven thouſand pounds currency at leaſt, alſo clear of 


debt. 


13. That on the laſt Monday in November next, and the 
day following, and on the ſame days of every ſecond year 
thereafter, members of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be 
choſen, to meet on the firft Monday in January then next, 
at the ſeat of government, unleſs the caſualties of war or 
contagious diſorders ſhould render it unſafe to meet there, 
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jn which caſe the Governor and Commander in Chief for the 
time being, may by proclamation, with the advice and con- 
ſent of the privy-council, appoint a more ſecure & convenient 
place of meeting; and to continue for two years from: the 
aid laſt Monday in November. Each pariſh and diſtrict 
within this tate, ſhall ſend members to the general aſſem- 
bly in the following proportions, that is toſay, 
The pariſh of St. Philip and St. Michael, Charleſtown, 
thirty members. TI 
The pariſh of Chriſt-Church, fix members. | 
The pariſh of St. John, in Berkley county, fix members 
The pariſh of St. Andrew, fix members. 1 
The pariſh of St. George, Dorcheſter, fix members. 
The parifh of St. James, Gooſe-creek, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. Paul, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. Bartholomew, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. Helena, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. James, Santee, fix members. 
The pariſh of Prince George, Winyak, four members, 
The pariſh of All Saints two members. „ 
The pariſh of Prince Frederick, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. John, in Colleton county, fix members 
The pariſh of St. Peter, ſix members. 
The pariſh of Prince William, ſix members. 
The pariſh of St. Stephen, {ix members. 
. The diſtrict to the eaſtward of Wateree river, ten mem- 
Bhs 8 
The diſtrict of Ninety-Six, ten members. | 
The diſtrict of Saxe-Gotha, ſix members. | | 
The diſtrict between Broad and Saludy rivers, in three di 
| | viſions, viz. 
The Lower diſtrict, four members. 
The Little river diſtrit, four members. 
The Upper or Spartan diftri&, four members. 
The diſtrict between Broad and Catawba rivers, ten 
members. | | 
The diſtrict called the New Aquifition, ten members. 
The pariſh of St. Matthew, three members. 
The pariſh of Orange, three members. 
The pariſh of St, David, fix members. 
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The diſtrict between Savanah river, and the North fork 
of Ediſto, fix members. RS. 
_ Anctheelecion of the ſaid members ſhall be condut 


as ncar as may be, agreeable tothe directions ofthe preſem 


or any future election act or acts. And where there are ug 
churches or churchwardens in a diſtri or pariſh, the houſs 
of repreſentatives, at ſume convenient time before their ex- 
piration, ſhall appoint places of electior, and perſons ts 
receive votes and make returns. The qualification of elec. 
tors ſhall be, that every free white man, and no other per. 
don, who acknowledges the being of a God, and believes in 
za future Rate of rewards and puniſhments, and who has at. 
Xained to the age of one and twenty years, and hath been 
a reſident and an inhabitant in cis: ſtate for the ſpace of one 
Whole year, before the day. appointed for the election he of- 
fers to give his vote at, and hath a freehold at leaſt ol fiſtj 
Acres of land, or a town lot, and hath been legally ſeiret 
and poſſeſſed of the ſame, at leaſt ſix months previous to ſuch 
election, or hath paid a tax the preceding year, or was tax 
able the preſent year, at leaſt fix months previous to the 
{aid election, in a ſum equal to the tax on fiſty acres of 
and to the ſupport of this government, ſhall be deemed a 
perſon qualified to vote for, and ſhall be capable of eleQing 
a repreſentative or repreſentatives, to ſerve as a member or 


members in the ſenate, and houſe of repreſentatives, for the ſt 
pariſh or diſtrict where he actually is a reſident, or in any 


other pariſh or diſtrict, in this ſtate, where he hath the like 
treehold. Electors fhall take an oath or affirmation of qua- 
lification, if required by the returning officer. No perſon 
ſhall be eligible to fit in the houſe of repreſentatives, unlels 
he be of the Proteſtantreligion, and hath been a reſident in 


_ this ſtate for three years, previous 'to. his election. The 
quaſificationef the elected, it reſidents in the pariſh or diſtrid 


For which they ſhall be returned, Mall be the ſame as men- 
rioned in che election act, and conſtrued to mean clear of debt, 
But no non-reſide : mall be eligible to a ſeat in the houſe 
of repreſentatives, unleſs he is owner of a jettled eſtate and 
freehold, in his own right, of the value of three thouſand ani 
five hundred pounds currency at leaſt, clear of debt, in tht 


pariſh or diſtrict for which he is elected. 


14. That if any pariſh or diftrift neglects or refuſes to 
elect members; or if the members choſen do not meet 1 
41 + | FN | etc . f gener 
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b fol DOA 
5 ghefal afſembly ; thoſe who do meet ſhall have the powers 
dudteh of the general aſſembly. No leſs than ſixty-nine members: 
reſeng fall make a houſe of repreſentatives to do buſineſs ; but the: 
are ns I ſpeaker, or any ſeven members may adzourn from day to 
| houſe day. f ; . 5 
eir ex. +5. That at the expiration of ſeven years after the paſ- 
ſons ts ung of this conſtitution, and at the end of every fourteen: 
F elec. ears thereafter, the repreſentation of the whole tate ſhall 
er per. ¶ be proportioned in the moſt equal and juſt manner, ac- 
evesin ¶ cording to the p:.r:icular and comparative ſtrength, and tax- 
nas at. able property, of the different parts of the ſame ; regard 
1 been being always had to the number of white. inhabitaats, and. 
of one 8 ſuch taxable property. | 
he of-. 16. That all money-bills for the ſupport.of government, 
ol fifty hall originate. in the houſe of. repreſentatives, and ſhall not: 
ſeirel be altered or amended by the ſenate, but may be rejected. 
to ſuch by them: And that no money. be drawn out of the public 
as ta ¶ veaſury, but by tae legitlative authority of the ſtate. All. 
to the other bills and ordinauces may take rife in the ſenate or 
eres of houſe of repreſentatives, and be altered, amended, or 
med a 2 either. Acts and ordinances having paſſed the- 
lectig neral aſſembly, ſhail have the greg ical affixed to them, 
ber or h a joint committee of both houſes, who ſhall wait upon. 
for the che Governor to receive and return the ſeal ; and ſhall then 
in any! e. by the preſident of the ſenate, and ſpeaker of the- 
he like I houſe of repreſentatives, in the ſenate houſe, and ſhalk 
of qua ff menceforth have the force and validity of a liw, and be 
perſon iſ lodged in the ſecretary's office. And the ſenate and houſe 
unleſs} af repreſentatives reſpectively, ſhall enjoy all other privi- 
dent in leges which have at any time been claimed, or exerciſed by 
The I the commons houſe of aſſembly. 0s 
diſtri] 17. That neither the ſenate nor houſe of repreſentatives: 
is men- Hall have power to adjourn themſelves for any longer time 
f debt. than three days, without the mutual cenfent of both. The 
: houſe = Gavernor and Commander in Chief ſhalt have no power to. 
ate and adjourn, prorogue, or diſſolve them: But may, if neceſſary, 
nd an Wand with the adviſe and conſent of the privy-council 
in the} convene them, before the time to which they ſhall ſtand ad- 
ured. And where: a bill hath been rejected by either 
aſes to houſe, it ſhall not be brought in again that ſeſſion, without 
ject in leave of the houſe, and notice of fix days being prewionſiy 
gcnerd Wl given. ' n - - 
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18, That tbe ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives ſhall 


each chuſe their reſpective officers by ballot, without con- 


troul. And that, during a receſs, the preſident of the ſe. 
nate, and ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, ſhall if. 
ſue writs for filling up vacancies, occationed by death in 
their reſpective houſes, giving at leaſt three weeks, and not 
more than thirty-five days previous notice, of the time ap. 
pointed for the election. 

19. That if any pariſh or diftri& ſhall neglect to elect: 
member or members, on the day of election; or in caſe 
any perſon choſen a member of either houſe, ſhall refuſe tg 

ualify and take his ſeat as ſuch, or die, or depart the ſtate, 
the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives, as the caſe may be, 


mall appoint proper days for electing a member or members, 


in ſuch caſes reſpectively. 

20. That if any member of the ſenate or houfe of re. 
preſentatives, ſhall accept any place of emolument, or any 
commiſſion (except in the militia, or commiſſion of the 
peace) and except as is excepted in the tenth article, he 
mall vacate his ſeat, and there ſhall thereupon be a new 


election; but he ſhall not be diſqualified from ſerving, upon 


being re- elected, unleſs he is appointed 8 of the 
the cuſ- 

toms, regiſter of meſne conveyances, a clerk of either of 
the courts of juſtice, ſheriff, powder-receiver, clerk of the 
ſenate, houſe of repreſentatives, or privy-council, ſurveyor- 
general, or commiſſary of military ſtores ; which officers 
are hereby declared diſqualified from being members either 
of the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives. | 
21. And whereas the miniſters of the goſpel are, by their 
rofeſſion, dedicated to the ſervice of God, and the cure of 
1 and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of 
their function; therefore, no miniſter of the goſpel, or pub- 
lic preacher, of any religious perſuaſion, while he continues 
in the exerciſe of his paſtoral function, and for two years at- 


ſtate, a commiſſioner of the treaſury, an officer o 


ter, ſhall be eligible either as Governor, Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, a member of the ſenate, houſe of repteſentatives, or 
privy-council in this ſtate. 

22. That the delegates to repreſent this ſtate in the Con- 


greſs of the united ſtates, be choſen annually, by the ſenate 
and houſe of repreſentatives, jointly by ballot, in the houle 
of repreſentatives, 
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ſhall tation, ſhall be conſtrued to extend to vacate the ſeat of any 
- con- WM member, who is or may be a delegate ftom this ſtate to Con- 
he ſe. greſs, as A 1 | 
ul it. 23. That the form of impeaching all officers of the ſtate, 
th in MW for mal and corrupt conduct in their reſpective offices, not 
d not MWamenable to any other juriſdiction, be veſted in the houſe 
e ap. Hof repreſentatives : But, that it ſhall always be neceſſary, 
that two-third parts of the members preſent do conſent to, 
Jet 2 Mand agree in, ſuch impeachment. That the ſenators and 
n cake ¶ ſuch of the judges of this-ſtate, as are not members of the 
fuſe to houſe of repreſentatives, be a court for the trial of impeach- 
> ſtate, ments, under ſuch regulations as the legiſlature ſhall eſta- 
ay be, MWbliſh : And that, previous to the trial of every impeach- 
nber, nent, the members of the ſaid court ſhall reſpectively be 
ſworn, truly and impartially te try and determine the charge 
of re. Nin queſtion, according to evidence. And no judgment cf 
Ir anf the ſaid court, 3 judgment of acquittal, ſhall be valid, 
of the {unleſs it ſhall be aſſented to by two-third parts of the mem- 
le, he {bers then preſent. And on every trial, as well on impeach- 


a new ments as others, the party accuſed ſhall be allowed counſel. 
, upon 24. That the Lieutenant-governor of the ſtate, and a ma- 
Ff the ority of the privy-council, for the time being, ſhall, until 
ze cuſ. Notherwiſe altered by the legiſlature, exerciſe the powers of 


a court of chancery. And there ſhall be ordinaries appoint- 
ed in the ſeveral diſtricts in this ſtate, to be choſen by the 
ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives jointly, by ballot, in the 


rveyor- 
1 houſe of repreſentatives, who ſhall, within their reſpective 


diſtricts, exerciſe the powers heretofore exerciſed by the or- 
dinary: And until ſuch appointment is made the preſent 
y their Nordinary, in Charleſtown, ſhall continue to exerciſe hae of. 
cure of Mice as herctofore. . 


ities of 25. That the juriſdiction of the court of admiralty be 


either 


or pub- Neonſined to maritime cauſes. | | 
atinues MW 20. That juſtices of the peace ſhall be nominated by the 
ars af. Nfenate and houſe of repreſentatives, jointly, and commiſſion- 
nt-go- Ned by the Governor and Commander in Chief, during plea- 
ves, of ure. They ſhall be entitled to receive the fees heretofore _ 
| eltabliſhed by law; -and not acting ia the magiſtracy, they 
Con- hall not be entitled to the privileges allowed to them by 
ſenate law, FOR 8 0% 5 | | 
e hoo , That all other judicial8cers thall be choſen by bal- 
conſt 


N, J9iatly, by the ſenate and ** of repreſentatives, and 


tution except | 
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except the judges of the eourt of chancery, commiſſioned 
by the Governor and Commander in Cnief during goodbe- 
Haviour ; but ſhall be removed on addreſs of the ſenate and 
| houſe of repreſentatives. | CEO 
28. That the ſheritts, « 
be choſen in like manner, by the ſenate and nouſe of repreſen- 
tatives, when the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, and pri- 
vy- council are choſen, and commiſſioned by the Governor 
and Commander in Chief for two years, and ſhail give fe- 
eurity as required by law, before they enter on the exccuti- 
on of their office. No ſheriff whe ſhall have ſerved for two 
years, ſhall be eligibie to ſerve in the {a4 offre, after the 
expiration of the ſaid term, until the ful. end and term of 
Four years, but ſhall continue in office anii3 ſuch choice be 
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diſtrict, unleſs he ff all have refided therein for two years: 
previous to the election. 


* 


29, That two commiſſioners of the treaſury, the ſecreta- 
ry of the ſlate, the regiſters of meſne conveyances in each 
. diſtrict, attorney-general, ſurveyor-general, povrder-receiv- 
er, collectors and comptrolicrs of che cultoras, and waiters, 
be choſen in like manner by the ſenate and houſc of re- 
i * by ballot, in the houſe of repreſenta- 

tives, and commi ſhaned by the Governor and Commander 
in Chie, for two years. That none of the ſaid oficers 
reſpectively, who ſhall have ſerved for four years, hall be 
_ eligible: to ſerve in the ſ2id offices, after the expiration of 
the jaid term, until the full end and term of four years, 

bur ſhall. cominue in office until a new choice be made: Pro- 
vided, that nothing herein contained, ſhall ' extend to the 
ſeveral perſons appointed to the above offices reſpectively, 
under the late conſtitu ion. And that he preſent, and all 
future commiſiioners of the treaſury, and powder-receivers, 

ml each give bond, with approved ſecurity, agreeable 
30. That all other officers in the army or navy of this 
Fate, of and above the rank of captain, ſhall be choſen by 
_ the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, jointly, by ballot, 
mn the houſe of repreſentatives, and commiiiioned by the 


* 


VDoyerpor and Commander in Chief; and that all other of- 


Acers in the arm) 


army and navy of this ſtate, ſhall be commiſi: 
Gererngr aud. Commarider in Chief. 
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| neceſſary officers, except ſuch as are now by law directed to 
be other wiie choſen. 


have no power to commence war, or conclude peace, or en- 


in the receſs of the general aſſembly. 


_refaſe, and abjure, any allegianee or obedience to him: And 


utmoſt of my power, ſupport, maintain, and defend the faid 
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31. That in caſe of yacancy, in any of the offices above 
directed to be filled by the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta» 
tires, the Governor and Commander in Chief, with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the privy- council, may appoint others 
i the'r ſtead, until there ſhall be an election 13 the ſenate 
aud nouſe of repreſentatives to fill thoſe vacancies, reſ- 11 
Ppectiveiy. Wh! 

32. That the Governor and Commander in Chief, wich nn 
the advice and conſent of the privy-council, may appoint, 
during pleaſure, until otherwiſe directed by law, all other 


33. That the Governor 224 Commander in Chief, ſhall 


ter into any final treaty, without the conſent of the ſenate 
72 houſe of repreſentatives. | 
That the reſolutions of the late Congreſſes of this 
Fug and all laws nowof force here (and not hereby altered} 
ſhall ſo continue, until altered or repealed by the legiſlature 
of this Kate, unleſs where they are temporary, in which caſe 
they thall expire, at the times reſpectively limited for their 
duration. 
25. That the Governor and Commander in Chief for the 
time being, by and with the advice and conſent of the pri- 
»y-councu, may lay embargoes, or prohibit the rtation 

of any commodity, for any time, not exeeeding thirty days, 


36. That all perſons who ſhall bexchoſen and appointed 
to aay office, or to any place of truſt, civil or military, be- 
fore enterin upon the execution of office, all take the 
following oat 

. do ackngwiedge the ſtate of South-Carolina 
to be a free, independent, and ſovereign ſtate ; and that the 
People thereof owe no allegiance or obedience to George 
the Third, King of Great-Britain : And I do renounce, 
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do ſwear or affirm (as the caſe may be) that I will, to the 
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«tate, againſt the faid King George the Third, and his heirs 
And ſucceſſors, and his or their abettors, aſfiſtants, and ad- 
Berens, and will ſerve the laid fate : in the offres of | 1 

OE 
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with fidelity and honour, and according to the beſt of my 
{kill and underſtanding. So help me God.“ 
37. That adequate yearly ſalaries be allowed to the public 
officers of this ſtate, and be fixed by law. ; | 
38. That all perſons and religious ſocieties, who acknoy. 
| ledge that there is one God, and a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, and that God is to be publicly worſhip- 
d, ſhall be freely tolerated. The chriſtian Proteſtant re- 
ligion, ſhall be deemed, and is hereby conſtituted and de- 
clared to be the eſtabliſhed religion of this ſtate, That all 
denominations of chriſtian Proteſtants in this ſtate, demean- 
ing themſelves peaceably and faithfully, ſhall enjoy equal re- 
ligious and civil privileges. To accomplith this deſirable 
purpoſe, without injury to the religious property of thoſe ſo- 
cieties of chriſtians, which are by law already incorporated, 
for the purpoſe of religious worſhip : and to put it fully into 
the power of every other ſociety of chriſtian Proteſtants, either 
already formed, or hereafter to be formed, to obtain the like 
incorporation, it 15 hereby conſtituted, appointed, and de- 
clared, That the reſpective ſocieties of the church of Eng- 
land, that are already formed in this ſtate, for the purpoſes 
of religious worſhip, ſhall fall continue incorporate, and 
hold the religious property now in their poſeſſion. And 
that, whenever fifteen or more male perſons, not under twen- 
ty-one years of age, profeſſing the chriſtian Proteſtant reli- 
gion, and agreeing to unite themſelves in a ſociety, for the 
purpoſes of religious worſhip, they ſhall (on complying with 
the terms herein after mentioned) be, and be conſtituted a 
church, and be eſteeemed and regarded in law, as of the 
eftabliſhed religion of the ſtate, and on a petition to the 


legiſlature, ſhall be entitled fo. be incorporated, and to en-. 


Joy equal privileges. That every ſociety of chriſtians, ſo 
formed, ſhall give themſelves a name or denomination, by 
which they ſhall be called or known in law; and all that 
aſſociate with them for the purpoſes of worſhip, ſhall be eſ- 
teemed as belonging to the ſociety ſo called: but that, pre- 
vious to the eſtabliſhment and incorporation of the reipec- 
tive ſocieties of every denomination as aforeſaid, and in or- 
der to entitle them thereto, each ſociety ſo petitioning, 
ſhall have agreed to, and ſubſcribed in a book, the follow- 
ing five articles, without which, no agreement or union of 
men, upon pretence of religion, ſhall entitle them to be in- 
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corporated, and eſteemed as a church of the eſtabliſhed re- 
ligion of this ſtate : 3 e 

Firſt, That there is one eternal God, and a future ſtate 
of rewards and puniſhments. ; 

Second, That God is publicly to be worſhipped. | 

Third, That the chrittian religion is the true religion. 

Fourth, That the holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament, ate of divine inſpiration, and are the rule of 
faith and practice. „ | 

Fifth, That it is lawful, and the duty of every man, 
being thereunto called by thoſe that govern, to bear witneſs 
to truth. | | 

That every inhabitant of this ſtate, when called to make 
an appeal to God, as a witneſs to the truth, ſhall be per- 
mitted to do it in that way which is moſt agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conſcience. And, that the people of 
this ſtate may forever enjoy the right of electing their own 
paſtors or clergy ; and at the ſame time, that the ſtate 
may have ſufficient ſecurity for the due diſcharge of the paſ- 
toral office, by thoſe who ſhall be admitted to be clergymen, 
no perſon ſhall officiate as miniſter of any eſtabliſhed church, 
who ſhall not have been choſen by a majority of the ſociety 
to which he ſhall miniſter, or by perſons appointed by the 
ſaid majority to chuſe and procure a miniſter for them, nor 
until the miniſter ſo choſen and appointed, ſhall have made 
and ſubſcribed the following declaration, over and. above 
the aforeſaid five articles, vix. . N 

That he is determined, by God's grace, out of the 
holy Scriptures, to inſtru& the people committed to his 
charge, and to teach nothing (as required of neceſſity to 


4 


eternal ſalvation) but that which he ſhall be perſuaded may 


be concluded and proved from the ſcripture ; that he wilt 
ule both public EF 

a5 to the whole within his cure, as need ſhall require, and 
occaſion ſhall be given; and that he will be diligent in 
prayers, and in reading of the holy Scriptures, and in ſuch 
ſtudies as help to the knowledge of the ſame ; that he will be 
diligent to frame and faſhion his own ſelf, and his family, 
accordiug to the doctrine of Chriſt, and to mae both 
himſelf and them, as much as in him lieth, wholeſome ex- 


amples and patterns to the flock of Chriſt; that he 


will maintain and ſet forwards, as much as he can, 1 
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neſs, peace, and love among all people, and eſpeciaſy 
mong thoſe that are or ſhall be committed to his charge. 
No perſon ſhall. diſturb or moleſt any religious aſtergbi 
nor ſhall uſe any reproachful, reviling, or abuſive ianguaz 
againſt any church; that being the certain way of distal 
ing the peace, and of hindering the converſion of any 
the truth, by engaging them in quarreis and animohtie 
to the hatred of the. profeſſors, and that profeflion wii: 
otherwiſe they might be brought to aſſent to. No peri 
. . whatſoever, ſhall peak any thing in their reiioious aſſen 
bly, irreverently or ſeditiouſly of the government of th 
ſtate. No perſon ſhall, by law, be ob!:yves 1 pry rewa) 
the maintenance. and ſupport of a religo worth 
he does not freely join in, or has not volunteriy engt 
ged to ſupport : But the churches, chapeis, parſoungs 
_ and all other property, now belonsing to 31 
ſocieties of the church of England, or any other rel 
gious ſocieties, ſhall remain, and be ſecured to them 91 244 
ever. The poor ſhall be ſupported, and elections nada, | 
ed, in the accuſtomed manner, untiſ laws ſhali be provided 
to adjuſt thoſe matters in the moſt equitable way. 
39. Thar the whole ſtate ſhall, as ſoon as proper laws ca 
be paſſed for thoſe purpoſes, be divided into diſtricts aul | 
. counties, and county courts eftabliſhed. be COD 
40. That the penal laws, as heretofore uſed ſhall be re nee: fly 
formed, and puniſhments made, in ſome cates, leſs ſangu 1777- 
nary, and, in general, more proportionate to the crime. | 
41. That no freeman of this ſtate be taken, or impriſon. WI 
ed, or difſeized of his freehold, liberties or privileges, a 5 
outlawed ; or exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or de. on the p 
prived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgmeni Painy © 


proceed t 
wer aor , unt. 


In the Cour 
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of ihe Legi 
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of his peers, or by the law of the land. people o 
42. That the military be ſubordinate to the civil power Lades wh 
of the ſtate.. | | mg repug 


43. That the liberty of the preſs be inviolably preſerved. he Ame 
44. That no part of this conſtitution ſhall he alterel lures, an 
without a notice of ninety days being previouſly given; led to, | 
nor ſhall any part of the ſame be changed, without the con-: * hath k 
ſent of a majority of the members ofthe ſenate and houſe I dhe ſtate 


of repreſentatives. | ſand, ( 
45. That the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, hal the cou 
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t proceed to the election of a Governor or Lieutenant - 
ver aor, until there be a majority of both houſes preſent. 


In the Council Chamber, tbe 19% Day of March, 1778. 


Aſſented to, . 
RAWLINS LOWNDES. 


von RuTLEDOE, Speaker Thomas Bee, Speaker 
of iht Legiſlative Council, of the General Aſſembly. 


1 Gexn&RAL ASSEMBLY, the 19th Day of March, 1778. 
Publiſhed by order of the Houſe, 
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De CONSTITUTION of the State of Georgia, uua- 


be r Ay agreed io, in CONVENTION, the 51 of February 
angu 1777. E | | 
rifon HkREAS the conduct of the legiſlature of Great- 
es, Of Bruiain for many years paſt, has been ſo oppreſſive 


or de on the people of America, that of late years, they have 
>mentMW plainly declared, and aſſerted a right to raiſe taxes upon the 
people of America, and to make laws to bind them in all 
Dower caies whatſcever, without their conſent ; which conduQbe- 
mg repugnant to the common rights of mankind hath obliged 
ved. the Americans, as freemen to oppoſe ſuch oppreflive mea- 
tered fures, and to aſſert the rights and privileges they are intit- 
ven; led to, by the laws of nature and reaſon; and accordingly 
con- 4 hath been done by the general conſent of all the people af 
houſe the ſtates of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
ſhall che counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, 
6 Maryland, Virginia, North-Craclina, South-Caralina,and, 
| . Georgia, 


150 Conflitution of Georgia, 
Georgia, given by their repreſentatives met together in ge. I The remal 
neral Congreſs in the city of Philadelphia. % Hove 7 

And whereas it hath been recommended by the ſaid Con. WW of the fa: 
reſs on the fifteenth of May laſt, to the reſpective aflem. 3. It ſha 
blies and conventions of the united ſtates, where no povern. bly ſhall ez 
ment, ſufficient to the exigencies of their affairs, hath been ¶ the day pre 
hitherto eſtabliſhed, to adopt ſuch government, as may, in I geing rule. 
the opinion of the repreſentatives of the people, beſt conduce . 4- The 
to the happineſs and ſafety of their conſtituents in particular manner: 1 
and America in general. „% on directed, e 
And whereas the independence of the united ſtates of I three pafiſ 
America has been alſo declared, on the fourth day of July, The ced: 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-fix, by the ſaid Mand known 


honourable Congreſs, and all political connect'on between The par 
them and the crown of Great-Britain, is in conſequence by the nan 
thereof diſſolved. 5 „ The par 
We therefore, the repreſentatives of the people, from non by 
whom all power originates, and for whoſe benefit all go- . The par 


verment is intended, by virtue of the power delegated to Philip, al 
to us; do ordain and declare, and it is hereby ordained and Rn.) by 


declared, that the following rules and regulations be a-. The pal 
dopted for the future government of this ſtate. Philip, be 
I. Thelegiflative, executive, and judiciary departments known by 
ſhall be ſeparate and diſtin, ſo that neither exerciſe the . The pat 
powers properly belonging to the other. : hall be ar 

2. The legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall be compoſed of the The pai 


ther count 
The pa! 


ther count 


repreſentatives of the people, as is herein after pointed 
out: And the repreſentatives ſhall be elected yearly, and 
every year, on the firſt Tueſday in December; and the 
repreſentatives fo elected, ſhall meet the firſt Tueſday in MW; The po 
January follewing, at Savannah, or any other place or nembers 
places where the houſe of aſſembly for the time being ſhall . The po 
NE Ds ? 

On the firſt day of the meeting of the repreſentatives ſo 
choſen, they ſhall proceed to the choice of a Governor, who 
ſhall be ſtiled Honourable; and of an executive council, by 
ballot ont of their own body; viz. two from each county, 
except thoſe counties which are not yet entitled to ſend ten 
members. One of each county #hall always attend where 
the Governor reſides, by monthly rotation, unleſs the mem- 
bers of each vim agree for a longer or ſhorter period; 
"thus is not intended to exelude either member — f 
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ge. bis n romalnie . of repreſentatives ſhall de called, 

e Hou/e 17 {jembly ; and the majority of the members 
"on. of the ſai houſe ſhall have power to proceed on buſineſs, 
em- 3. It ſhall be an unalterable rule, that the houſe of aſſem- 
ern. I bly ſhall expire and be at an end yearly and every year, on 
been the day preceding the day of . mentioned i in the fore | 
y, in I going rule. 5 
duce 4. The repreſentation mall be divided in the following 
cular Inanner: Ten members for each county, as is herein after 

directed, rang the county of Liberty, which contains 

es of three pariſhes, and that ſhall be allowed fourteen. 


— 


July, The ceded lands, north of Ogeechie ſhall be one county, 
ſald and known by the name of Wilkes. 
ween | The pariſh of St. Paul ſhall be another county, and known 
ence by the name of Richnond. 
| The pariſh of St. George ſhall be another county, and 
from Mknown by the name of Burke. 
1 go- . The pariſh of St. Matthew, arid the upper part of St. 
ed to Philip, above .Canouchie, ſhall be another county, and 
1 and known by the name of Effingham. 


de a- . The pariſh of Chriſt- Church, and the lower part of St. 
Philip, below Canouchie;. ſhall be another county, and 
nents Mknown by the name of Chatham 4 
c the ! The pariſhes of St. John; St. Andrew, and St. James, 
hall be another county, and known by thename of Liberty. 
f the M The pariſhes of St. David and St. Patrick ſhall be ano- 
inted ter county, and known by the name of Glyn. 
and The pariſhes of St. Thomas. and St. Mary ſhall be ano- 
1 the ther county, and known by the name of Camden. | 
ay in . The port and townof Savannah, ſhall be allowed four 
ap hembers to repreſent their trade. 
hal The port and town of Sunbury ſhall be allowed two mem- 
bers to repreſent their trades , .; 
ves ſo 5. The two counties of Glyn and Camden mall have one 
Who repreſentative each, and alſo they, and all other counties 
that may hereafter be laid out by the houſe of aſſembly, 
ſhall be under the followin regulations, viz, at their firſt 
inſtitution, each county ſhall have one member, provided. 
the inhabitants of the ſaid county ſhall have ten electors; 
N if thirty, they ſhall have two ; if forty, three, if fixty, | 
; if eighty, fix ; if an 3 and upwards, ten; ax 


which 
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which time two executive counfellors ſhall be choſen frog 
them, as is directed for the other counties. 
> 6. The repreſentatives ſhall be chojen out of the reſident 
in each county, who ſhall have reſided, at leaſt twelve 
months in this ſtate, and three months in the county where 
they ſhall be elected; except the freeholders of the coun. 
ties of Glyn and Camden, who are in a ſtate of alarm, and 
who ſhall have the liberty of. choofing one member each, a 
pecified in the articles of this conſtitution, in any other 
county, until they have reſidents ſufficient to qualify them 
for more: And they ſhall be of the Proteſtant religion, and of 
the age of twenty-one years, and ſhall be poſſeſſed in their 
own right of two hundred and fifty acres of land, or ſome 
property to the amount of two hundred and fifty pounds. 
7. The houſe of aſſembly ſhall have power to make ſuch 
laws and regulations, as may be conducive to the good order 
and well being of the ſtate ; provided ſuch 1:ws and regu. 
lations be not repugnant to the true intent and meaning of 
any rule of regulation, contained in this conſtitution. _... , 
The houſe of aſſembly fhall alſo have power to repeal al 
laws, and ordinances, they find 1: ji r.ous to the people: 
And the houſe ſhall chooſe its own ſpeaker, appoint Its own 
officers, ſettle its own rules of proceeding, and direct writs 
of election, for ſupplying intermediate vacanci s; and ſhall 
have power of adjournment to any time or times within the 
Car. 4 '* 5 „ Z 4 — \ oa 
a 8. All laws and ordinances ſha!l be three times read, and 
each reading ſhall be on different and ſeparate days, except 
in caſes of great. neceſſity and danger; and all laws and 
ordinances ſhall be ſent to the executive council, after th: 
| fecord reading, for their peruſal and advice. | 
9. All male white inhabitants, of the age of twenty-one 
years, and poſſeſied, in his own right, of ten pounds value, 
and liable to pay tax in this ſtate, or being ob, any mecha- 
nic trade, ahd ſhall have been a reſident ſix months in this 
ſtate, ſhall have à right to vote at all elections for repre- 
ſentatives, or any other officers, herein agreed to be cho- 
fea by che people at large; and every perſon having 2 
right to vote at any election, ſhall vote by ballot perſonelly. 
10. No officer whateyer ſhall ſerve any proceſs, or give 
any other hindrance to any perſon intitled to vote either i 
going tothe place of election, or during the time of 4 
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ald election, or on their returning home from ſuch electi- 
on ; nor thail any milicary othcer, or joldier, appear, at any 
ilection in a military character, to tne intcat nat all elee- | 
tions may be free ana open. | 
11. No perſon thail be entitled to more than one vote, 
wich mall be given in the county where tuch perſon re- 
ſides, except as before excepted ; nor ſhall any perſon, who 
holds any title of nobility, be entitled to a vote, or be ca- 
ble of ſerving as a repreſentative, or hold any poit of 
ba our, profit, or truſt, in this ſtate, while ſuch perion claims 
his title of nobility; but if the perion ſhail give up iuch 
diſtinction, in the manner as may be directed by any future 
legillarure, then, and ia ſach cate, he Hall be entiiled to a 
vote, and repreſent, as before, directed; and enjoy all che 
other benefits of a free citizen. , 
12. Every perſon abteating him#if from an election, and 
all neglect to give in his, or their ballot, at ſuch elec- 
tion, ſhall be ſubject to a penalty not exceeding five 
ands ; the mode of recovery, and alſo the appropriation. 
thereof, to be pointed out, and directed by act of the le- 
giſlature; provided never tneleſs, that a reatonable excuie 
. be admitted. 

The manner of electiag FO "EA Re mall be by 
ballet, and hail be taken by two or more Jultices of the 
peace, in each county, who ſhall provide a convenient box 
for receiving the ſaid ballots, and on cloſing the poll, the 
ballots ſhall be compared in pnblic with the ſts of voters, 
ta at have been taken, and the majority immediately dec]: r- 
ed; a certificate of the ſame being given to the perſons eiec- 
ted, and alſo a certificate returned, to the hoaſe of repreſen- 
tatives. 


14. Every perſon cite to vote ſhall take the following 


oath or athrination, if required, VIZ. 


I, A. B. do voluntarily and ſolemnly ſwear (or affirm, 
as the caſe may be) that I do owe true allegiance to this 
ſtare, and will ſupport che conſtitution thereof. So help me 


God. 5 


15. Any five of the repre entatives elected, as before di- 


rected, being met, {hail have power to adminiſter the fol- 
lowing oath, to each other; and they, or any other mem- 
ber, b being. o ſwora, hall 1 in che houie adminiſter the oath, 
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Conflitution of Georgia, 


to all other members that attend, in order to qualify they 
to take their ſeats, vi, | | | 
1, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, that I will bear true al. 

legiance to the ſtate of Georgia, and will truly perform the 
truſt repoſed in me; and that I will execute the ſame to the 
beſt of my knowledge, for the benefit of this ſtate, and the 

fupport of the conſtitution thereof; and'that I have obtain- 
ed my election, without fraud or bribe whatever. - 80 help 

me God, o 3 

16. The Continental delegates ſhall be appointed annu— 
ally by battot, and ſhall have a right to ſit, debate and vote 

in the houſe of aſſembly, and be deemed a part thereof; 

ſubject however to the regulations contained in the twelfth 
article of the confederation of the united ſtates. 

17. 

or any perſon bearing any military commiſſion, under this, 
or any other ſtate or ſtates, except officers of the militia, 
mall be elected a repreſentative. - And if any repreſenta- 
tive ſhall be appointed to atiy place of profit, or military 
commiſſion, which he ſhall accept, his frat ſhall immedi- 
ately become vacant, and he ſhall be incapable of re- election 
whilſt holding ſuch office, Ot | 
' By this article it is not to be underſtood, that the office 

of a juſtice of the peace is a poſt of profit. | : 
18. No perſon ſhall hold more than one office of profit, 
under this ſtate, at one and the ſame tige. 
19. The Governor ſhall, with the advice of the exe- 
cutive council, exerciſe the executive powers of government, 
according to the laws of this ſtate, and the conſtitution 


thereof; ſave only in the caſe of pardons, aud remiſſion of 
fines, which he ſhall in no inſtance grant; but he may re- 


prieve a criminal, or ſuſpend a fine, until the meeting of the 


fit. 5 

20. The Governor with the advice of the executive coun- 
cil, ſhall have power to call the houſe of aſſembly together, 
upon any emergency, before the time which they ſtand ad- 
journed to. 8 | | 

21. The Governor, with the advice of the executive 
council, ſhall fill up all intermediate vacancies, th at ſhall 
happen in offices, till the next gensral election: And all 
. 2 commiſſions 


No Feger bearing any poſt of profit under this ſtate, 


aſſembly, who may determine therein, as they ſhall judge 
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/ they MW commiſſions civil and military ſhall be iſſued by the Gover- 
| be under his hand and the great ſeal of the ſtate: ' * 


veal. MW: 22. The Governor may preſide in the executive council 


m.the Nat all times, except when they are taking into conſideration 


to the WW and peruſing the laws and ordinances, offered to them by 
„ . 


d the WW the houſe of aſſembly. | | 
tain: W 23. The Governor ſhall be choſen annually by ballot, 
help and thall not beeligible to the ſaid office, for more than one 

year out of three, nor ſhall he hold any military commiſ- 


nnu. WW jon, under any other ſtate or ſtates. | 


vote MW . The Governor ſhall reſide at ſuch place as the houſe of : 


eof; ¶ aſſembly for the time aug ſhall appoint. 
elfth MW; 24. The Governor's oa | | 

« I, A. B. elected Governor of the ſtate of Georgia, by 
ate, the repreſentatives thereof, do ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear, 
his, tlat I will, during the term of my appointment, to the 
tia, beſt of my ſkill and judgment, execute the ſaid office faith- 
nta- fully, and conſcientiouſly, according to law, without fa- 


ary wur, affection, or partiality ; that I will, to the utmoſt. 


di- of my power, ſupport, maintain and defend the ſtate of 
10n IM Georgia, and the conſtitution of the ſame; and uſe my ut- 

moſt endeavours to protect the people thereof, in the ſecure 
enjoyment of all their rights, franchiſes and privileges ; 
and that the laws and ordinances of the ſtate be duly obſerv- 
ed, and that law and juſtice in mercy be executed in all 
judgments. And I do further folemaly promiſe and ſwear, 
that I will peaceably and quietly reſign the government. te 
which I have been elected, at the period to which my con- 
tinuance in the ſaid office is limited by the conſticution : 


of And laſtly, I do alſo ſolemnly ſwear, that I have not ac- 


e- cepted of the government whereunto I am elected, contrary 

ie to the articles of this conſtitution. So help me God.“ 

0 This oath to be adminiſtered to him by the ſpeaker of the 

5 aſſembly. VVV 

' The ſame oath to be adminiſtered by the ſpeaker to the 

's preſident of the council. i. | 

2 No perſon. ſhall be eligible to the office of Governor, whe 
has not reſided three years in this ſtate. 

> 25. The executive council ſhall meet the day after their 

| election, and proceed to the choice of a preſident out of 


their own body ; they ſhall have power to appoint their own 
oficers, and ſettle their own rules of proceedings. _- 
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ſhall always vote by counties, and not ju. 


preſent, ſhall have power 
any meaſires in counc:!, he 
; provided he dees it within three 


27. During the fitting of the aſſembly, the whole of the 
executive. council ſhall attend, unleſs prevented by fick. 
neſs, or ſome other urgent neceſſity ; and in that caſe, a ma. 
jority of the council ſhall make a board, to examine ie 
e and ordinances ſent them by the houſe bf aſſembly ; 


and all laws and ordinances ſent to the council, ſhall be res 


turned in five days after, with their remarks thereon, 
28. A committee from the council ſent with any pro- 


poſed amendments te any law, or ordinance, ſhall deliver 


their reaſons for ſuch propoſed amendments, ſitting and co- 


vered ; the whole houſe at that t 
uncovered. ” 
29. The preſident of the executive council in the abſence 
overnor, ſhall exerciſe all the powers of 


z 
* 


or ſickneſs of the G 
the Governor. 


7 x 


ime, except the ſpeaker, 


30. When any affair that requires ſecreſy ſhall be laid 
before the Governor, and the executive council, it ſhall be 


nifter the following oath; wiz. ' 


% I, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, that 
be at this tige communicated to the council, I will not, in 


the duty of the Governor, and he is hereby obliged to admi- 


any buſineſs that ſhall 


any manner whatever, either by ſpeaking, writing, or other- 
wiſe reveal the ſamg, to any perſon whatever, until leave 
given by the council, or chen called upon by the houſe of 


aſſembly ; and all this T ſwear without an 
Whatever. 


cution. 


31. The executive power ſhall exiſt, till renewed 


So helpme God.” 
And the ſame oath ſhall be adminiſtered to the ſecretary, 
and other officers ne 


ceſſary to carry the buſineſs into exe- 


ed out by the rules of this conſtitution. - \ 


32. In all tranſactions between the legiſlative 
tive bodies, the ſame ſhall be communicated by meſſage, to 
be delivered from the legiſlative body to the Goverfor, or 


y reſervation 


and execu- 


executive council, by a committee ; and from the Governor 


to the houſe of aſſembly 
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100 dem che executive couneil, by a committee of che efaid 
40 1 11. 

33. The Governor, for the time beisg, ſhali be Gepe 
general, and Commander in Chief, over all the militia, and 
blner military and naval forces belonging to this ſtate. 

34. All militia commiſſions {hall ſpec:fy, that the * 
cominiſſioned ſhail continue during good behaviour. 

35. Every county in this ſtate, that has, or hereafter may 
have, two aunared and fifty men, and upwards, liable to 
bear arms, ſhall be formed into a battalion, and when they 
become too numerous for one battalion, they ſhall be form- 
ed in more, by bill of the legiſlature ; and thoſe counties 


that have a leis number than two hundred and fiſty, ſhall | 


be formed into iadependent companies. | 

36. There ſhall be eſtabliſhed in each county a court, to 
be called a ſuperior court, to be held twice in each year, on 
the firſt Tactday 1 in March, in the county of Chatham. 

The: ſecond Taste in March, in the county of * 
bam. 

The third Tueſday i in March, in the county of Burke. 5 

The fourth Tueſday in march, in the county of Rich- 
10 fd. 

The next Tueſday in the county of Wilkes. 

And Tueſday fortnight, in the county of Liberty, 

The next Tueſday in the county of Glyn. 

The next. Tue lday in the county of Camden. 

Tae like courts to commence in October, and continue 
as above. 

37. All. cauſes and matters of diſpute, between any par- 
ties, reſiding in the ſame e to be tried within the 
COunt 

33. 5 All matters in diſpute bete n the contending parties, 
reſiding 1 in different counties, ſha be tried in the county 


where the defen lant reſides; excep. in caſes of real eſtates, | 


which ſhall be tr ied in the county where ſuch real eſtate hes. 


39. All matters of breach of the peace, felony, murder,, 


and treaſon againſt the ſtate, to be tried in the county, 
where the crime was committed. All matters of diſpute, 
both civil and criminal, in any county, where there is nos 
« ſufficient number of inhabitants, to form a court, {+} 11 
de tried 1 in the next adjacent county, where a court 15 held. 
40. 
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in rotation give their opinion. 


Contained in this conſtitution,” , ., 


164 : ; Conflitution of Georgia, 
40. All cauſes of what nature ſoever, . ſhall be tried n 
the ſuperior court, except as hereafter mentioned ; which 
court ſhall conſiſt of the chief juſtice, and three or more of 
the juſtices reſiding in the county; in caſe of the abſence 


of the chief juſtice, the ſenior juſtice on the bench ſhall ad 


as chief juſtice, with the clerk of the county, attorn 
the ſtate, ſheriff, coroner, conſtable, and the jurors. 75 
in caſe of the abſence of any of the aforementioned officers, 
the juſtices on the bench to appoint others in their room 1 
tempore. And if any plaintiff or defendant in civil cauſe 
ſhall be diſatisfied with the determination of the jury, then 
and in that caſe, they ſhall be at liberty within three days, 
to enter an appeal from that verdict; and demand a new 
trial by a ſpecial jury, to be nominated as follows, wix, 


Fach party, * N and defendant, ſhall chuſe fix, fix 
More names ſhall be taken indifferently out of a box pro. 


vided. for that purpoſe, the whole eighteen to be ſummoned, 
and their names to be put together into the box, and the 
firſt twelve that are drawn ont; being preſent, ſhall be the 
ſpecial jury to try the cauſe, and from which there ſhall be 
no appeal... ju; % on Cong, | 

41. The, jury ſhall be judges of law, as well as of fad, 
and ſhall not be allowed to bring in a ſpecial verdict ; but 
if all, or any of the Jury have any doubts concerning points, 
of law, they ſhall apply to the bench, who ſhall each of then 


. 
* 


42. The jury ſhall be ſworn to bring in a verdict accord- 
ing to law, and the opin ion they ent ertain of the evidence: 
provided it be not repugnant to the rules and regulations 
43. The ſpecial jury ſhall be ſworn to bring in a verdict, 
according to law, and the opinion they entertain of the evi- 
dence ; provided it be not repugnant to juſtice, equity and 


g0:{cience, and the rules Ko regulations contained in this 


oonſlitution, of which they ſhall V 
44. Captures both hy ſea and land to be tried in the coun- 
ty where ſuch ſhall be carried in; a ſpecial court to be cal- 
led by the chief juſtice, or in his abſence, by the then ſenior. 


Juſtice in the ſaid county, upon application of the cap- 


tors or claimants, which cauſe ſhall be determined within 


the ſpace of ten days. The mode of proceeding and appeal 
Sall be the ſame as in the ſuperior courts, unleſs 88 
| | ſecon 
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{cond trial, an appeal is made to the continental Congreſs; 
;nd the diſtance of time, between the firſt and ſecond trial, 
{hall not exceed fourteen days; And all maritime cauſes 
to be tried in like manner. 5 1 
45. No grand - jury ſhall conſiſt of leſs than eighteen, and 
twelve may find a bill. 9988 ? 
46. That the court of conſcience be continued as here- 
tofore practiſed, and that the juriſdiction thereof be extend- 
ed to try Cauſes, not amounting to more than ten pounds. 
47. A executions exceeding five pounds, except in the 
caſe of a court merchant, ſhall be ſtayed, until the firſt Mon- 
day in March; provided ſecurity be given for debts and 
=: 8 1 me 
48. All the coſts attending any action in theſuperior court 
mall not exceed the ſum of three pounds, aM that no cauſe 
be allowed to depend in the ſuperior court longer than two 
%%% !. ĩ ( 
49. Every officer of the ſtate ſhall be liable to be called 
to account by the houſe of alembly. . 
Fo. Every county, ſhall keep the public records be long- 
ing to the ſame, and authenticattzd copies of the ſeveral 
records, now in the poſſeſſion of this ate, ſhall be made 
out, and depoſiteU in.that county to which they belong. 
, 51, Eftates.ſhall nqt be entailed, and when a perſon dies 
inteſtate, his or Her eſtate ſhall be divided equally among 
per children 5 the widow ſhall have a child's ſhare, or her 
lower at her cptton ; all other inteſtate eſtates to be di- 
vided, according to the act of diſtribution , made in the reign 
of Charles the Econ ; unle(s otherwiſe altered by any fu- 
ture act of the legiſlature.. „ . 
x 12 regiſter of probates ſhall he appointed by the le- 
þ ature in every county, for proving wills, and granting 
etters of adminiſtration. 7 | * 


ed by the houſe of aſſembly. - 


54. Schools ſhall be erected in each county, and {upport? 
ed at the general expence of the ſtate, as the legiſlature ſhall 


hereafter point out. 


W. 


53 All civil officers in each county ſhall be annually : 
elected, on the day of the general election, except juſtices of, 
the peace, and l of probate, Who ſhall be appoint- 


55, A court-houſe and goal ſhall be erg&ed at the public 
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expence in each county, where the preſent convention, or the 
future . ſhall point out and direct. | 


: 2 2 . | * © 
Gonfitution of Georgia. 
. 1 N 


a 56. All perſons whatever ſhall have the free exerciſe g 
their religion; provided it be not repugnant to the peace 
and ſafety of the ſtate ; and ſhall not, unleſs by conſent, ſup. 
3 any teacher or teachers, except thoſe of their own pro- 

en. > | te 33 


2372 The great ſeal of the ſtate ſhall heve the following de. 


vice ; on one fide a ſeroll, whereon ſhall be engraved, 70% 
Conſtitution of the State of Georgia, and the motto, Pro bun 
wblico ; on the other ſide, an elegant houſe, and other build. 
322, fields of corn, and meadows covered with ſheep and 
cattle ; a river running through the ſame, with a ſhip under 
full fail, and iq motto, Deus nobis haze Otia 1 
58 No perſon ſhall be allowed to plead in the courts of 


law, in this ſtate, except thoſe who are authoriſed ſo to do, 
5 by the houſe of aſſembly; and if any perſon ſo authoriſed ſhall 


be found guilty of mal: practice before the houſe of aſſem. 
bly, they ſhall have power to ſuſpend them. This is not 
intended to exclude any perſon from that inhexent privelege 
of every freeman, the liberty to plead his own cauſe. 

59. Exceſſive fines ſhall not be levied, nor exceſſive bail 
demanded. PT. 2 hh PI 1 2 Ls 5 . 
60. The principles of the habeas. corpus act, ſhall be part 
of this conſtitution. | 


61. Freedom of the preſs, and trial by jury, to remain 


inviolate for ever. 


62. No clergyman, of any denomination, ſhall be allow- 
ed a ſeat in the legiſlature. ; H | 
63. No alteration ſhall be made in this conſtitution with- 
out petitions. from a majority of the counties, and the peti- 
tions from each county to be figned by a majority of voters 
in each county within this ſtate. At which time the aſſembly 


mall order a convention to be called for that purpoſe, ſpe- 
_ cifying the alterations to be made, according to the peti- 


tions preferred to the allembly by the majority to the coun- 
_ 208, as aforeſaid,  * * 
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DECLARATION 


By the 


Repreſentatives of the UNITED STATES of 
AMERICA, i CONGRESS em-. 


HEN, in the courſe of human events, it becomes 
neceſſary for one people to diſſolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to aſſume 
anong the powers of the earta, the ſeparate and equal ſta- 
tion to which the laws of nature and of nature's God en- 
title them, a decent reſpect to the opinions of mankind re- 
quires that they ſhould deciare the cauſes which impel them 
to the ſeparation... OE „* 
We hold theſe truths to be ſelf evident; that all men are 
treated equal; that they are endowed by their Creator With 
certain unalienable rights; that among theſe are life, liber- 
ty and the purſuit of happineſs. That to ſecure theſe rights, 
governments are iaſtituted among men, deriving their juſt 
powers from the conſeat of the governed; that whenever 
any form of government becomes deſtructi ve of theſe ends, 
it is the right of the people to alter or to aboliſh it, and to in- 
ſtitute new goverament, laying its foundation on ſuch pri n- 
ciples, and organizing its powers in ſuch form, as to them 
mall ſeem moſt likely to effect their ſafety and happineſs, 
Prudence, indeed, wilt dictate that governmeats long eſta-. 
bliſhed ſhould not be changed for ligkt and tranſient cauſes; 
and accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, that mankind. 
are more diſpoſed to ſuffer, while evils are ſufferable, than 
to right themſelves by abeliſhing the forms to which they: 
are accuſtomed. But when a long train of abuſes and uiur-/ 
patioas, purſuing invariably the tame object, eviaces a de- 
ſign to reduce them under abſolute defporiſm, it is their. 
right, it is their duty, to throw off ſuch government and to 
provide new guards for their future ſecurity. Such nas been 
the patient ſufferance of theſe cojomes ; and ſuch 15 now the 
neceſſity eh conitrains them to alter their former ſyſtems: 
ef goverameat. The hiſtory of tac preient King or 2 
10 | | | Iitain 
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Declaration of Tndependance. 


FA ? - 4 *, by 22 — „ * Gs 
Britain is a hiſtory of repeated injuries and uſurpations, al 
having in direct object the eſtabliſhment of an abſolute ty 


x 


ranny over theſe ſtates. © To prove this, let facts be ſub 
mitted to a candid world. | . F | 


He has refuſed his aſſeut to laws, the moſt wholeſome and 
neceſſary for the public good. ” 
. He has forbidden his Governors to paſs laws of immediatz 
and preſſing importance, unleſs ſuſpended in their operati. 
on till his aſſent ſhould be obtained; and when fo ſuſpended 


he has utterly, neglected to attend to thein. 


Ile has refuſed to paſs other laws for the accommodation 
of large diſtricts of people, unleſs thoſe people would relin. 
guiſh the right of repreſentation in; the legiflature, a righ 
aneſtimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

le has called together legiſlative bodies at places unuſu. 
al, uncomfortable, and diſtant from the depoſitory of their 


public records, for the ſole purpoſe of fatigting them int 


compliance with his meaſures : , 4 | 


He has diſſolved repreſentative houſes repeatedly, for op- 
Poſing with manly firmneſs his invaſions on the rights of the 
people. Oe OO OO Ia "0 
Fe has refuſed, for a long time after ſuch diſſolutions, to 
cauſe others to be elected; whereby the legiſlative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 
large for their exerciſe ; the ſtate remaining in the mean 
time expoſed to all the danger of invaſion from without, and 
convulſions within. 5 Es 


lle has endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe 


ſtates; for that purpoſe obſtructing the laws for naturaliza- 
tion of foreigners ; refuſing to paſs others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and railing#the conditions of new appro- 
Priations of lands, 


. He has obſtructed the adminiſtration of juſtice, by re- 


fuſing his aſſent to las for eſtabliſhing judiciary pow- 


He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the 


I tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 


their ſalaries. | 


He has erected a multitude of new offices, and ſent hither 
ſwarms of ofiicers to harraſs our people, and eat out their 


ſubſtance, ng 
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abſolute rule into theſe colonies : 


Declaration of Independence. _ «bp 


YE ON OT EN „ 5 22 
le has kept among us in times of peace, ſtanding armies, 
without the conſent of our legiſlatures. | 
lle has affected to render the nulitary independent of and 
ſuperior to the civil power. 5 
' He has combined with others to ſubject us to a juriſdie- 
tion foreign to our conſtitution, and un- acknowledged by 
our laws; giving his aſſent to their acts of pretended le- 
giſlation: | . Se Fg | 
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them by a mock trial, from puniſhment : 
for any murders which they ſhould commit on the inhabi> 
tants of theſe ſtates: * 
For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 
For impoſing taxes on us without our conſent: - 
For depriving us, in many caſes, of the benefits of trial 
by jury : 1 f 
For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried for pretended 
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For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in a neigh- 
touring province, eſtabliſhing therein an arbitrary govern- 
ment, and enlarging its boundaries, ſo as to render it at 
once an example and fit inſtrument for introducing the ſame 


4 
* 
* 


— ye, Ne mats 


For taking away our charters, aboliſhing our moſt valu- 
able laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our go- 


' 


vernments: . : 

For ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, and declaring them- 
ſelves inveſted with power to legiſlate for us in all caſes i 
whatſoever. | | 5 [1 

| He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out I 
of his protection, and waging war againſt us. 

He has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coaſts, burnt our 
towns, at deſtroyed the lives of our people. 

He is, at this time, tranſporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, diſſolation and 
tyranny, already begun with circumſtances of cruelty and 
perfidy, ſcarcely paralleled in the moſt barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. <6 

He has conſtrained our fellow. citizens, taken captive on 
the high ſeas, to bear arms againſt their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themſelves by their hands. 5 
8 . 0 
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Declaration of Independence. 


le has excited domeſtic inſurrections among us, ay 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of dur front of 
the mercileſs Indian ſavages, whoſe known rule of war! arg 
1 ditions. 5 ' „ 3 
In every ſcage of theſe oppreſſions we have petitioned for 
 redreis in the molt humble terms: our repeated petiti.ng 
have been anſwered only by repeated injury. A prince, 
whote character is thus marked by every act which may de- 
fine a tyrant, is unſit to be the ruler of a free people. 
Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britiſh 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at. 
tempts made by their legiſlature to extend an unwarrantable 
juriſdiQtion over us. We have remindeck them of the circum- 
ſtances of our emigration and ſettlement here. We have 
appealed to their native juſtice and magnanimity, and we, 
have conjured them, by the ties of our common kindred, 
to diſavow theſe uſurpations, which would inevitably inter. 
rupt our connections and correſpondence. They too have 
been deaf to the voice of juſtice and conſanguinity, We. 
muſt, therefore, acquieſce in the neceſſity, which denounces 
our ſeparation, and hold them, as we hold the reſt of man- 
kind, enemies in war, in peace friends. | 
We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the united ſtates of 
America, in General Congreſs aſſembled, appealing co the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the reQitude of eur in- 
tentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the 
d people of theſe colonies, ſolemnly publiſh and declare, 
hat theſe united colonies are, and of right ought to be 
Faxes and INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are ab- 
ſolved from all allegiance to the Britiſh crown, and that all 
political connection between them and the ſtate of Great- 
ritain is and ought to be totally diffolved ; and that as free 


is an undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, ſexes and con- 


and independent ſtates, they have full power to levy war, 
conclude peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, an] 
to do all other acts and things which independent ſtates may, 


* 


of right do. And for the ſupport of this declaration, with 


a firm reliance on the protection of divine providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and 


our ſacred honour, _ 


Joh 


William 


Morris. 


" Richar, 
Toon Ha 


5 Robert 
Morton, ( 
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J fab Bartleti, William Whipple, Matthew» Thornton, 


„ MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. | 
} La Adams, John Adams, Robert T reat Pain, Elbridge 


8.70. 


I 


RHODE-ISLAND, Ge. 
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery. . 


DCUNNECTIHC CT: | 
Y Roger Sher nan, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, 
2 ver Wolcott. | | 


| NE W v OR K. | 
William Floyd, W ee Francis Low. Lewis 
orris. 
| NEW-JERGSEY. : 
Richard Stockton, Fohn Witherſpoon, Francis anime, 
7% Hart, Abraham Clark. * 


PENN SVL VAN IA. 

Robert Morris, Benjamin Ruſh, Benjamin F ranklin, John 
Morton, George Clymer, favs ms George Taylor, James 
Wiljon, George Ros. _ 

DELA w A R E. 
Cæſar Rodney, George Reed. 


„„ ANL NN.. 
N C baſe, William Paca, Thomas $ tone, Charks ca- 


val, of Carrollton. | 


Ie ni A 


e Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Tefferſon, Ben- 


jamn Harriſon, Thomas Nelſon, jun. Francis kat Lee, 
Carter Braxton. 8 
N ORT H-C ARO LINA. 
William Hooper, Joſeph Heaus, Jobn Penn. 
- 8.0 UT H- C ARO L INA. 
Ediwoard Rutledge, Thomas Hoyward, jun. Thomas Lynch, 
jan. Arthur Middleton. 5 
„ e. 
Button en „ Lyman Hall, George M. Tg 
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2 VVV 5 and magif 
The States of Neab-Hampſpire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode. Art. 5.F 
Hand and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, ¶ neral inte: 
New-Terjey, Penn/ylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, ¶ ally appo 
No4th-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia. BB fate ſhall 
** . Novembe: 
Yrticle 1. IME tile of this confedetacy ſhall be, © 7h 10 recall 

15 1 United States of America. the year, 


; Art. 2. Each ſtate retains its ſovereignty, freedom and der of the 
independence, and eyery power, juriſdiction and right which No ſtat 
is not by this confederation expreſly delegated to the united I nor more 
fates in Congreſs aſſembled.” ) P pable of 

Art. 4. The ſaid ſtates hereby ſeverally enter into a fim term of fr 
league of friendſhip With each other, for their common de-: ¶ capable o 
fence} the ſecurity of their liberties, and their mutual and W which he 
general welfare, hinding themſelves to aſſiſt each other, a. fees or ei 
gainſt all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or iſ Each ſt. 
any of them, on agcount of xeligion, ſovereignty, trade, or Nef the ſta; 
any other pretece whatever... ⁵ ů— I tee of th 

Art. 4. The better to ſecure and perpetuate mutual In dete 
friendſhip and intercourſe among the people of the different I aſſemblec 
ſtates in this union, the free inhabitants of each of theſe MW + Freedo: 
mpeache 
gre; Sz An 
in their p 
time of t 


ftates, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juſtice er? 
cepted, ſhall be entitled to all privileges and immunities df 
free citizens in the ſeveral ftates ; and the people of- each 
ſtate ſhall have free ingreſs and regreſs to and from ahy other 
fate, & ſhall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and com I grels, exc 
merce, ſuject to the ſame duties, impoſitions and reftriftions . Art. 6. 
as the inhabitants thereof reſpectively, provided that ſuch mn Congr 
reſtrictions ſhall not extend fo far as to prevent the removal I any emb:; 
ef property imported into any ſtate, to any other ſtate o ment, all 
which the owner is an inhabitant ; provided, alſo that 0 nor ſhall 

impoſition, duties or reſtriction ſhall be laid by any ſtate, oi under the 
the property of we united ſtates, or either of them, i ſent, eng 
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Articles of Confederation. | 17 


If any perſon guilty of or charged with treaſon, felony, 
br other high miſdemeanor in any ſtate,, ſhall flee from juſ- 
tice, and be found in any of the united fates, he ſhall up- 
on demand of the Governor, or executive power of the ſtate, 
from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the ſtate 
having juriſdiction of his offence : | 

Full faith and credit ſhall be given in each of theſe ſtates, - 
to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts 
and magiſtrates of every other ſtate. Þ 
Art. 5 For the more convenient managementof the gene- 
neral 1ntereſts of the united ſtates, delegates ſhall be annu- 
ally appointed .in ſuch manner as'the legiſlature of each 
ſtate ſhall direct, to meet in Congreſs on the firſt Monday in 
November, in every year, with a power reſerved to each ſtats. 
to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within. 
the year, and to ſend others in their ſtead, for the remain- 
ar of the year. + ety d 1 
No ſtate ſhall be repreſented in Congreſs by leſs than two, 
nor more than ſeven members; and no perſon ſhall be ca- 
pable of being a delegate for more than three years, in any: 
term of fix years ; nor ſhall any perſon, being a delegate, be: 
capable of holding any office under the united- ſtates, for, 
which he, or any other for his benefit, receives any ſalary, 
tees or emolument of any kind. -: | 7 
Each ftate ſhall maintain its on delegates in a meeting 
of the ſtates; and while they act as members of the commit- 


tee of the ſtates. 1 a N 
In determining queſtions in the united ſtates in Congreſs, 
aſſembled, each ſtate ſhall have one vote. - 3 
Freedom of ſpeech. and debate in Congreſs ſhall not be, 
mpeached or queſtioned in any court, or place out of Con- 
grels, and the members of Congreſs ſhall be protected in 
in their perſons from arreſts and impriſonments, during the 
time of their going to and from, and attendance on 3 
greſs, except for treaſon, felony or breach of the peace. 

Art. 6. No ſtate, without the conſent of the united ſtates 
in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall ſend any embaſſy to, or receives 
any embaſſy from, or enter into any conference, agree 

ment, alliance, or treaty with any King. Prince or ſtate x: _ 
nor ſhall any perſon, holding any office of profit or truſ 
under the united ſtates, or any of them, accept of any pre- 

ſent, emglument, afbice K of any kind whatever, from 
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any King, Prince or foreign ſtate; nor ſhall the unitef 
fates in Congreſs aſſembled, or any of them, grant any 
tie of nobility, | 
No two or more ftates ſhall enter into any treaty, con. 


deration or alliance whatever between them, without the 


eoaſent of the united ſtates in Congrels aſſembled, jpecily. 
ing accurately the purpotes for which the ſanie 1s to be en. 
tered into, and how long it ſhall continue. 

No ftate ſhall lay any impoſts or duties, which may in. 


fere with any ſtipulations in treaties, entered into by the 


united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled, with any king, Prince 
or ſtate, in purſuande of any treaties already propoſed by 
Congreſs, to the'courts of France and Spain. ; 

No veſlels of war ſhall be kept up in time of peace by 
any Rate, except ſuch number only as ſhall be deemed ne- 


_ cilary by the united ſtate, in- Congrets afkcnibled, tor 
the defence of ſach ſtate, or its trade; nor ſhail any nody 


of forces be kept up by any ſtate, in time of peace, except 
ſdch number only, as in the judgment of the unite ſtates, 
in Congreſs aſſembled, ſliall be deemed requiſite to garri ion 
the forts neceſſary for the defence of ſuch ſtate; but every 
ſtate ſhall always keep up a well regulated and diiciplined 
militia, ſufficiently armed and accoutred, and fhaii pro- 
vide and conſtantly have ready for uſe, in public ſtores, a 
due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper quanti- 
ty of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage. | 
No ſkate ſhall engage im any war without the conſent of 
the united flates in Cangreſs aſſembled, unlels ſueh Rate be 
ually invaded by enemies, or ſhall have received certain 
advice of a reſolution being formed' by tome nation cf In- 
dians to invade ſuch ſtate, and the danger is fo eminent as. 
not to admit of a delay, «ill the united ſtates in Congreſs 
aſſembled can be conſulted : nor ſhall any ſtate grant com- 


miſſions to any fhips or veſſels of war, nor letters of marque 


or repriſal, except it be after a declaration of war by the 


united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled, and then only again 


the kingdom or ſtate and the ſubjects thereof, againft which 
war has been ſo declared, and under ſuch regulations ay 
fall be eſtabliſhed by the united ftates in Congreſs aſſem- 
bled, unleſs ſuch ftate be infeſted by pirates, in which caſe 
Ver bf war may: be firicd ont fer that occaſion, and ke 
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Articles of Confederation. * 


Þ Jong as the danger ſhall continue, or until the united 
aces in Congreſs aflembled, ſhall determine otherwiſe.” 
" A-'. 7. when land- forces are raited by any ſtate tor the 
common defence, all officers of or under the rank of colone] 
mall be appointed by the legiſlature of each ſtate reſpec- 


tively, by whom ſuch forces ſhall be raiied, or in ſuch man- 


ner as ſach {ate ſhail direct, and all vacancies ſhall be fil- 
Jed up: by tue Rate which firſt made the appointment. 
A.. J. All charges of war, and all other expences that 


hill he incurred for the common defence or general welfare, 


A 1d allowed by the united ſtates in Congress aſſembled, 
ſh1il be defrayed ont of a common treaſury, which ſhall be 
fupplicl by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the value of 
all land within 21ch fate, granted to or ſurveyed tor any 
'perion, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements 
thereon ſhall be eſtimated, according to ſuck mode as the 
united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall from time to 


time appoiat. The taxes for paying that proportion ſnallhe 


laid and tevied by the authority and direction of the legiila- 
tures of the ſeveral 4tates within the time agreed upon 
by the united ſtates in Congreſs aſlenibled. a 

Art. 9. The united ſtates in congreſs aſſembled, ſhall 


have the ſole and excluſive right and power of determining 
on peace and war, except in the cales mentioned in the 


Gixia article; of ſending and receiving ambaſſadors ; en- 
teriag into treaties and alliances, provided that no treat 


of commerce ſhall be made, whereby the legiſlative power 
of the reſpective ſtates ſhall he reftraived from impoſing 
ſuch impoſts and duties on foreigners, as their own people 
are ſubjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation dr 
importation of any ſpecies of goods or commodities whatſo- 
ever; of eftabliihing rules for deciding in all cafes, what 
captures on land or water ſhall be legal, and in what man- 
ner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the ſervice of tho 
naited ſtates ſhall be divided or appropriated ; of granting 
letters of marque and repriial in time of peace; appoint- 
ang courtsfor the trial of piracies and felonies committed on 
the high ſeas, and eſtabliſhing courts for receiving and de- 
termining finally appeals in all cafes of captures, provided 
f Congreſs ſhall be appointed a judge of 


that no member o 
any of the {aid courts. 


: The united ſtates in Congreſs al:mbled Gall alſo be laf 
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Wanner following. Whenever the legiſlative or executive 
authority or lawful agent of any ſtate in controverſy with 
another, ſhall preſent a petition to Congreſs, ſtating the ff 


a day aſſigned for the appearance of the parties, by their 


7 


vs ln ef Gifederat 


laſt reſort on appeal in all diſputes and differences now fub. 
fiſting, or that hereafer may ariſe, between two or more 
Kates concerning boundary, juriſdiction, or any other cauſe 
whatever; which authority ſhall always be exerciſed in the 


matter in queſtion, and praying for a hearing, notice there. 
of ſhall be given by order of Congreſs to the legiſlative or 
executive authority of the other ſtate in controverſy, and 


lawful agents, who ſhall then be directed to appoint by 
Joint conſent, commiſſioners or judges to conſtitute a court 
for hearing and determining the matter in queſtion ; by 
if they cannot agree, Congreſs ſhall name three perſeſ 
out of each of the united ſtates, and from the liſt of Mh 
perſons each party ſhall alternately. ſtrike out oneFthe 
petitioners beginning; until the number :ſhall be rgfluced 


to thirteen ; and from that number not leſs tha ſeven: 


nor more than nine names, as Congreſs ſhall gre, ſhall 
In the preſence of Congreſs be drawn out by t; and the 
perſons whoſe names ſhall be ſo drawn, or any five of 
them, ſhall be commiſſioners or judges, to hear and fi- 
nally determine the controverſy, ſo always as a major part 
of the judges, who ſhall hear the cauſe, ſhall agree in the 
determination: and if either party ſhall neglect to attend 


at the day appointed, without ſhewing reaſons which Con- 


greſs ſhall judge ſufficient, or being preſent ſhall refuſe 
70 ſtrike, the een ſnall proceed to nominate three 
perſons out of each ſtate, and the ſecretary of Congreſz 
Tall ſtrike in behalf of ſuch party abſent or refuſing ; and 


the judgment and ſentence of the court to be appointed 
In the manner before preſcribed, ſhall be final and con- 


eluſive ; and if any of the parties ſhall refuſe to ſubmit to 


claim or cauſe, the court ſhall nevertheleſs proceed to pro- 
nounce ſentence, or judgment, which ſhall in like man- 
ner-be final and decifive; the judgment or ſentence and 


other proceedings being in either caſe tranſmitted to 82 
„ : greif 
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the authority of ſuch court to appear or defend their 
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Articles of Confederation, I 77 
grefs, and lodged among the acts of Congreſs, for the Rey 


of the parties concerned: provided that every commit. 
| before he fits in judgment, ſhall take an oath, to 
be adminiſtered by one of the judges of the ſupreme or ſu- 


perior court of the Kate, where the cauſe ſhall be tried, 


« well and truly to hear and determine the matter in queſ- 


tion, according to the beſt of his judgment, without favour, 


affection, or hope of reward :” provided alſo, that no ſtate 
wal be deprived of territory, for the benefit of the united 
„ : 


All controverſies concerning the private right of foil 
claimed under different grants of two or more ftates, whoſe 


juriſdictions as they may reſpect ſuch lands, and the ſtates 


which paſſed ſuch grants are adjuſted, the ſaid grants or 
either of them being at the ſame time claimed to have 
originated antecedent to ſuch ſettlement of juriſdiction, 
ſhall on the petirion of either party to the Congreſs of the 
united ſtates, be finally determined, as near as may be, in 
the ſame manner as is before preſcribed for deciding diſ- 
putes reſpecting territorial juriſdiction between different 
ates. 5 | : 1 | 


The united ſtates in congreſs aſſembled ſhall alſo have the 


ſole and excluſive right and power of regulating the alloy 
and value of coin truck by their own authority, or by that 
of the reſpective ftates ; fixing the ſtandard of weights and 
meaſures throughout the unite.) ſtates; regulating the trade 


and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of 


any of the ſtates, provided that the legiſlative right of any 
ſtate within its own limits be not infringed or violated ; 
eſtabliſhing and regulating poſt-office; from one ſtate to ano- 
ther, throughout all the united ſtates, and exacting ſuch poſt- 
age on the papers paſſing through the ſame, as may be re- 
quifite to defray the expences of the ſaid office; 2 


all officers of the land forces, in the ſervice of the united 


ſtates, excepting regimental officers ; appointing all the of- 
ficers of the naval forces, and commiſliening all officers 
Whatever in the ſervice of the united ſtates ; making rules 
jor the government and regulation of the ſaid land and naval 
forces, and di recting their operations. 0 
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The united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall have auth. 
pity to appoint a committee, to ſit in the receſs of Congreſs; 
to be denominated, # Commitice cf the States, and to confift 
of one delegate from each itate ; and to appoint ſuch other 
committees and civil officers as may be neceſfary for manag. 


£2 il . f 7? 97>, . 99 87 1 . 95 
ing the general affairs of the united ſtates un ler their direc. 


tion; to appoint one of their number to preſide, provided 
that no perſon be allowed to ſerve in the office of preſident 
more than one year in any ter H three Fears; to aſcertain 
the neceſlary ſums of money to be raiſed for the ſervice of 
the united ates, and to appropriate and apply the ſame for 
defraying the public expences ; to borrow money or emit bill; 
on the credit of the united ſtates, tranſmitting every balt 
year to the reſpective ſtates, an account of the ſums of money 
ſo borrowed or emitted; to build and equip'a navy; to agree 
upon the number of land forces, and to make requitition 
from each ſtate for its quota, in proportion to the number of 

fach ſtate, which requiſition ſhai be 
binding; and thereupon the legiſlature of each ſtate ſhall ap- 


point the regimental officers, raiſe the men, and cloath, am, 
them in a' ſoldier lie manner, at the expenceof 


and equip 
the united ſtates, and the officers and men ſo cloathed, arm: 
ed, and equipped, hall march to the place appointed, and 
within the time agreed on bv the united Rates in Congreſs 
aſſembled : but if the united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembied 
ſhall, on confideration of circumſtances, judge proper that 
any ſtate ſhould not raiſe men, or ſhould raiſe a ſmaller num- 
ber than its quota, and that any other ſtate ſhould raiſe a 
greater number of men than the quota thereof, ſuch extra 
number ſhall be raiſed, officered, cloathed, armed, and e- 
quipped in the {ſame manner as the quota of ſuch fate, unlefs 


the legiſlature of ſucif ſtate ſhall judge that ſuch extra num- 


ber cannot be ſafely ſpared out of the ſame, in which caſe 
they ſhall raiſe, officer, cloath, arm, and equip, as many of 
ſuch extra number as they judge can be ſafely ſpared. And 
the officers and men ſo cloathed, armed, and equipped, ſhall 
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on 


{2 by the united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled. 


The united ſtates in Congreſs aſſembled ſhallnever engage 
in 4 war, nor grant letters of marque and repriſal, in time 
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af peace, nor enter into any treaties 0! alliances, nor coin 
Honey, nor regulate the value thereof, nor aſcertain the 


——_— 
+. 20 N 


vided v be raiſed, nor appoint a Commander in Chief af the ar- 
ident my or navy, ualeis nine Rates aſſent to the ſame: Nor ſnall 
àqueſtion on any other point, except for adjourninF# from 


re ums and ex ences neceſſary for the defence and welfare of "Wi 
confit tlie anzced ates, nor any of them, nor emit bills, nor hor- ll; 
other Nn money on the credit of the united ſtates. nor appropr1- N 
anag. ale money, nor agree upon the number of veſiels of war, to | i| 
liree. be built or purchaſed, or the number. of land or fea forces ig 
1 
118 


da day to day, be determined, unleſs by the votes of a ma- 
ie for Jority of the united'ftates in Congreſs allembled. 

- bill; - | : TY | | 1 f N ©. 1 . : 
, *. The Congreſs of the united ſtates ſhall have power to ad- 
oney journ to any time within the year, and to any place within 
gre the united ſtates, ſo that no period of adjourament be for a 
dionz WM boager duration than the ipace of fix months, and ſhall pab-' 
er of MI lib the journal of their proceedings monthly, except ſuch 
i] bs parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military ope- 


rations, as in their judgment require ſecrecy ; and the yeas 


Wn. and nays of the delegates, of each ſtate on any queſtion al? 
ceof ! be catered on the Journal, when it is defired by any dele- 
rm. kate; and the delegates of a ſtate, or any of them, at his or 
and Weir requeſt ſhall be furaiſhed with a tranſcript of the ſaid 
nel, JÞurnal, except ſuch parts as are above excepted, to lay be- 


bled tore the legtilatures of the ſeveral ſtates. 


tht Y .. 10. The committes of the ſtates, or any nine of 

2 them, mall be authoriſed to execute, in the receſs of Con- ] 
1 greſs, ſuch of the powers of Congreſs as the united ſtates in | 
e. Congreſs aſſemb ed. by the conſent of nine ſtates, ſhall 3 
leß from time to time think expec ien to veſt them with; pro- 
. rided that no power be delegated to the ſaid committee, for 4 
aſs the exerciſe of which, by the articles of confederation, the 1 
* voice of nine ſtates, in the Congreſs of the united ſtates aſ- 1 
75 {embled, is requiſite, TI 1 
805 Art. 11. Canada acceding te this confederation, and i 


Joining in the meaſures of the united ſt.tes, ſhall be admit- 
Kd into, and enütted to all the advantages of this _ 3 
| Nute 
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by ſolemnly pledged. 


svery ſtate. 


* * x \ 


2 no other colony ſhall be admitted into the "Way LD 
fuch admiſſion be agreed to by nine ſtates. 


Art. 12. All bills & credit emitted, monies borrowed and 


_ debts contracted by, or under the authority of Congreſs, be- 


fore the aſſembling of. the united ſtates, in purſuance of the 
preſent confederation, ſhall be deemed and conſidered as a 
charge againſt the united ſtates, for payment and ſatisfaction 
whereof the ſaid united fates, and the public faith are here. 


* 


Art. 13. Every ſtate ſhall abide by the determinationsof 
the united ſtates, in Congreſs aſſembled, on all queſtions 


which by this confederation are ſabmitted to them. And the 
articles of this confederation ſhall be inviolably obſerved 
by every ſtate, and the union ſhall be perpetual ; nor ſhall 
any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; 
unleſs ſuch alteration. be agreed to in a Congreſs of the 
united ſtates, and be 3 confirmed by thelegiſlatnre of 


” 
— 


= , os Peg 66 32 
And whereas it hath pleaſed the great Governor of the 
world to incline the hearts of the legiſlature we reſpec- 


tively repreſent in Congreſs, to approve of, and to au-; 


thoriſe us to ratify the ſaid articles of confederation and. 


rpetual union. Know ye, that we, the underſigned de- 
egates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given 


_ for that popes. do, by theſe preſents, in the name aad 


in behalf of our reſpective conſtituents, fully and entire- 
2 and confirm each and every of the ſaid articles 


of confederation and perpetual union, and all and ſingu-, 


lar the matters and things therein contained. And we do 
gener ſolemnly plight and engage the faith of our re- 
pective conſtituengs, that they ſhall abide by the deter- 

minations of the united ftates in Congreſs aſſembled, on 

Ill queſtions which, by the ſaid confederation are ſubmit- 

cd to them; and that the articles thereof ſhall be in- 
5 violably 


violably 
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violably obſerved by the ſtates we reſpectively repreſent, 

and that the union ſhall be perpetual. In witneſs where 

of, we have hereuntoſet our hands in Congreſs. 

DONE at Philadelphia in the tate of Pennſylvania, the 
the gib. day of July, in the year of our Lord, 1778. 
and in the third year of the independence of America. 

The aforeſaid articles of confederation were finally ratified 
on the firſt day of March, 1781 ; the ſtate of Maryland 
having, by their members in Congreſs, on that day ac- 
ceded thereto, and compleated the ſame. 

 _NEW-HAMPSHIRE. - 
 Tofrah Barilet, John Wentworth, unn. 

MASS ACHUSETTS-BA V. 5 
John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Elbridge Gerry, Francis 
Dana, Fames Lovell, Samuel Holton, Foe | 

RHODE- ISLAND, Oe. 
William Ellery, Henry Merchant, Jobn Collins. 
- CONNECTICUT. ; 

Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, Oliver Wolcott, Titus 

Homer, Andrew Adams «© © 
| NEW-YORK. 


James Duane, Francis Lewis, William Duer, Governeur 


Morris. | | 
NEW+JERSEY. 
Jobn Witherſpoon, Nathaniel Scudder. 
T” PENNSYLVANIA. 
Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, Jonathan Bayard Smith, 
William Clingan, Foſeph Reed. 
Thomas M“ Kean, John Dickinſon, Nicholas Yanayke. 
MARYLAND... 
John Hanſon, Daniel Carroll. 
| VIRGINIA: -: 
Richard Henry Lee, Fohn Banifter, Thomas Adams, John 
Harvey, Francis Lightfoot Lee. 1 
NORTH-CAROLINA. 
Jaobn Penn, Cornelius, Harnett, Jobn Williams. 
| SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
Henry Laurens, William Henry Drayton, John Matibeaus, 
Richard Hulſon, Thomas Heyward, jun. ok 
John ly. n - | _ 
on Walton, Edward Telfair, Edward Longworthy. 
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& COMMERCE. 
LOUIS by the Graee of G O'D, King of France and Naverre. 
To all v.ho ſtralt ſee theſe preſents, - Greeting: 


TME Congreſs of the Thirteen united ſtates of North- America; 
having by their plenipotentiaries reſiding at Paris, notified their 
defire to eſtabliſh with us and our ſtates, a good underſtanding aud 

perfect correſpondence, and having for that purpole propoled to conclude 
with us a TREATY of AIT and Commencs ; We having thought 
it our duty to give to the laid-ſtates aterfible proct of our afteEtion, detei- 
mining us to accept of their propofaie :- For theſe cauſes, and other good 
conſiderations us thereunto moving, we, repuling. entire confidence it 
the abilities and experience, zeal and fidelity for our ſer ces, of our dear 
and beloved Conrad Alexander Gerard, royai Syngic of the city of Stral- 
burg, and ſecretary of our council of Rate, hays*nominated, appointed, 
and commiſſioned, and by theſe preſents ſigned with our hand, do nb. 
minate, appoint and comm) ſſion him our pienipotentiary, giving hin 
power and ſpecial command tor us and in our name to agree upon, Col 
clude and fign with the plenipotentiaries of the united ſtates, equally fut 
niſheg in due form with full powers, ſuch treaty, convention, and ar- 
ticles of commerce and navigation as he {hall think proper, willing tha: 
he act with the ſame authority as we might or could act, if we were pei- 
ſonally preſent, and even as though he had more ſpecial command than 
what is herein contained: promiling in good faith and on the word of 
King, to agree to, confirm, and citabliſh for ever, and to accompliſh and 
execute punctually, all that our ſaid dear and beloved Conrad Alexande! 
Gerard hall Ripulate and fign, by virtue of the preſent power, with. 
out contravening in any manner, or ſuffering it to be conntravened 
for any cauſe, or under any pietext,, whaticeyer; and allo to ratily 
the ame in due ferm, and cauie our ratificatiowto be delivered and ex- 
a 0 in the time that it ſhail be agreed on, For ſuch is our pleaſure. 
In teftimeny.whercet we have hereunts iet our ſeal. Done at Verſailles thin 
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thirtieth day of January, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
hondred and ſeventy-eizht, and the fourth year of our reign, 


(Signed) | 


By the King, 


(JL. s.) 
(Underneath) | 
GRAVIERdVERGENES, 
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TI Moſt Chriſtian King and the Thirteen United States Gf 


3 


North-America, To wir, :New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts- 

Bay, Rhode-lfland, Connecticut, New- York, New-Jerſey, 

H . nv 70 ch 
Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South. 
Carolma & Georgia, willing to fix in an equitable and permanent manner, 
the rules which ought to be followed relative to the correipondence and 
commerce which the two parties deſire to eſtabliſh between their rc 
tive countries, ſtates and ſubjects; his moſt Chriſtian een and the 
faid United States have judged that the ſaid end could not be better ob- 
tained than by taking 257 the baſis of the ir agreement, the moſt perfect 
equality and reciprocity, and by carefully avoiding all thoſe burthen- 
ſome preferences which are uſually iources of debate, embarraſſment and 
diſcontent ; by leaving alſo each party at liberty to make reſpecting na- 


vigation and commerce, thoie interior regulations which it ſhail find moſt 


convenient to itlelf, and by founding the advantage of commerce foley 


upon D ee utiiity, and the juſt rules of free intercourſe; reſerv- 


ing withal to each party the liberty of admitting, at its pleaſure, other 
nations to a participation of the ſame advantage s. It is in the ſpirit of 
this intention, & to fulfil theſe views,that his ſaid majeſty having named 


and appointed for his plenipotentiary, Conrad Alexander Gerard, roy 


gyndic of the city of Stiaſbourg, ſecretary of his majeſty's council of 
ſtate; and the United States on their part, having rully empowered 
Benjamin Franklin, _ from the ſtate of .Penniylvania to the gen- 
eral Congreſs, and preſident to the convention of. the ſaid tate; Silas 
Deane, late deputy from the ſtate of Connecticut to the ſaid Congreſs, 
and Arthur Lee, counſellor at law: The ſaid reſpective plenipotengiacies, 
after exchanging their powers, and after mature deliberation, have con- 
cluded an agreed upon the following articles. 


AtT. I. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable and univerſal peace, and a 


true and fincere friendſhip between the moſt Chriftian-King his heirs and. 


ſucceſſors, and the United States of America, and the ſubjects of the 
moſt Chriſtian King and of the- ſaid States, and between the countries, 


Mands, cities and rownsfituate under. the juriidiction of the moſt Chriſ. 


tian King, and of the laid United States, and the people and inhabi- 
tants of every degree, without exception of perſons or places, and the 
terms herein after mentioned, ſhall be perpetual between the moſt Chrii- 


tian King, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the ſaid United States. 


An r. II. Ihe mdit Chriſtian King and the United States engage 
mutually not to grant any particular favour to other nations, in relpe&t at 
become com 

mon to the other party, who mall eryuy cke lame favour freely, if the 
2 . f | | conceſſian 
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conce ſſion was freely made, o i com I 
the conceſhon K — — 5 on allowing the ſame compenſation, f 
Ax T. III. ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian K in j 
_ havens, roads, countries, iſlands, cities or nave For = 64 
— 8, or 1 them, no other or greater duties or impoſts, of what Fo 
. _ they may 1. or by what name ſoever called, than thoſ, 
3 e nations moſt avoured are or ſhall be obliged to pav; and th 
4 enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and exe na 
ans in trade, navigation and commerce, whether in paſſing fro = 
port in the ſajd States to another, or in goi::g to and from the 1 — 
from and to any part of the warla, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall the 


joy. | 
Ax r. IV. The ſubjects, people and inhabitants of the ſaid Uni 
2 and each of png Rall not pay in the no Few — 
* 5 cities and places under the denomination of his moſt Chriſtian 
N ajeſty, in 23 any other or greater duties or impoſts, of whaths, 
ha 33 they may be, or by what name ſoeyer called, than thoſs 
3 1 the moſt favoured nations are or ſhll be obliged to pay; and the 
8 enjoy all rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and exemption 
” _ 1 navigation and commerce, whether in paſſing from one port in 
ti rs 2 Rr in Europe te another, or in going to and from the 
| Gal Ae: - and to any part of the world, which the ſaid nations do or 
| RT. V. In the aboyeexemption is particularly comprized 7 
2 1 one hundred ſous per ton, kſtablichedd in 8 on 3 
= ba, unleſs when the ſhips of the United States ſhall.load with the — 
- -_ A France, for another port of the ſaid dominion; in which caſe 
_ 5 ips ſhall pay the duty above-mentioned, ſo long as other na- 
= ns np e moſt favoured ſhall-be obliged to pay it; but it is underſtood, 
m_ the ſaid United States, or any of them, are at liberty, when they 
” judge it proper, to eſtabliſh a duty equivalent in the ſame caſe, 
15 * VI. The moſt Chriſtian King ſhall endeavour, by all the means 
. 2 to protect and defend all veſſels and the effects belonging to 
2 ubjects, people or inhabitants of the ſaid United States, or any of 
: em, being in his ports, havensor roads, or on the ſeas near his coun- 
tries, iſlands, cities or towns; and to recover and reſtore to the right ow: 
ears Ba agents or attornies, all ſuch veſſels and effects which ſhall 
= ta * within his juriſdiction; & the ſhips of war of his moſt Chriſtian 
ajeſty, or any convoy ſailing under his authority, ſhall, upon all occaſi 
ons, oy no their protection all veſſels belonging to the ſubjects peo le 
- 4 abitants of the ſaid United States, or any of them, and holding 
e _ courſe, or going the ſame way, and ſhall defend ſuch veſſels, as 
0ng as they hold the ſame courſe, or go the ſame way, againſt all attacks 
"nay or violence, in the ſame manner as they ought to protect and defend 
"> RR 8 to the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian King. | 
= 8 n like manner the ſaid United States, and their ſhips of 
ay ailing under their authority, ſhall protect and defend, eonforma- 
bly to the tenor of the any, article, all the veſſels and effects belon : 
ing to the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian King, and uſe all their 194 wk 
2 "ene rnd 2 cauſe to be reſtored, the ſaid veſſels and effects that 
or any 5 on 10 en within the juriſdiction of the laid United States, 
xT. VIII. The moſt Chriſtian King will e i 
and interpoſition with the King or Em — ot . — 2 7 0 
[> aj 0 e Tunis an Tripoly, or with any of them ; and alſo 
with eyery other Prince, State or power, of the coaft of Barbary in Afri- 
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ea; and the ſubjects of the ſaid King, Emperor, States and powers,” 


and each of them, in order to provide as fully and efficatiouſly as poſ- 
fible for the benefit, conveniency and ſafety, of the ſaid United States, 


and each of them, their ſuþjeQs, people and inhabitants, and their veſ- 
ſels and effects, againſt all violence, inſults, attacks or depredations, on 
the part of the ſaid Princes, and States of Barbary, or their ſubjects. 
Ax T. IX. The ſubjects, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of 
ſhips, maſters and marinersof the States, Provinces and Dominions of 
each party reſpectively, ſhall abſtain and torbear to iſh in ail places poſ- 


ſeſſed, or which ſhall be poſſeſſed by the other party; the moſt Chriſtian 


King's ſubjects ſhall not fiſh in the havens, bays, creeks. roads, coaſts 
or places, which the ſaid United States hold, or ſhall hereafter hold; ane 
in like manner the ſubjects, people and inhabitants of the United States, 
ſhall not fiſh in the havens, bays, creeks, roads, coaſts or places, which 


the moſt Chriſtian King poſſeſſes, or ſhall hereaſter poſſeſs ; and if any 


ſhip or veſſel ſhall be found fiſhing, contrary ro the tenor of this treatv, 


the ſaid ſhip or veſſel with its lading, (proof being made thereof) thail be 
. confiſcated ; it 14 however underſtood that the excluſion ſtipulated in the 


preſent article, ſhall take place only ſo long and fo far, as the 1»t 


Chriſtian King or the United States ſhall not in this reſpect have grant- 


ed an exemption to ſome other nation. 


ART. X. The United States, their citizens and inhabitants, ſhall ne- 


ver diſturb the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian King in the enjoy ment and 
exerciſe of the right of fiſhing on the banks of Newfoundland, nor in 
the indefinite & excluſive right which belongs to them on that part of the 
coaſt of that iſland which is deſigned by the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the 
right relative to all and each of the iſles which belong to his moſt Chri- 
ian Majeſty, the whole conformable to the true ſenſe of the treaties of 
Utrecht and Paris. 4 | 

ART- XI. The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, or 


any of them, ſhall not be zeputed Aunains in France, and conſequent- 


ly ſhall be exempted from the Dxo1T D' AuBaing, or other ſimilar du- 
under what name ſoever ; they may by teſtament, donation, or o- 


: 3 diſpoſe of their goods, moveable and immoveable, in favour of 


ſuch per ſons as to them ſhall ſeem good, and their heirs, ſubjects of the 
United States, reſiding whether in France or elſewhere, may ſuccee d 
them, AB INTESTAT, Without being obliged to obtain letters of natura- 
lization, and without having the effect of this conceſſion conteſted or im- 
peded, under pretext of any rights and prerogatives of provinces, cities, 
or private perſons; and the ſaid heirs, whether ſuch by particular title, 
or AB INTESTAT, ſhall be exempted from all duty called DrorT Dr 
PETRACTION, or other duty of the fame kind; ſaving nevertheleſs the 
local rights or duties, as much and as long as ſimilur ones are not eſta. 
bliſhed by the United States, or any of them. The ſubjects of the moſt 
Chriſtian King ſhall enjoy on their part, in all the dominions of the ſaid 
States, an entire and perfect reciprocity, relative to the ſtipulations con- 
tained in the preſent article: but it is at the ſame time agreed, that its 

ontents ſhall not effect the laws made, or that may be made hereafter in 

rance, againſt emigrations, which ſhall remain in all their force and 
vigour; and the United States, on their part, or any of them, ſhall be 
at liberty to enact ſuch laws, relative to that matter, as. to them thal 
ſeem proper. | „ 

Ar. XII. The merchant ſhips of either of the parties, which ſhall 
be making into a port belonging to the enemy of the other ally, and con- 
cerning whoſe voyage and the ſpecies of goods on board her, there ſhall 
be juſt grounds of ſuſpicion, ſhall be obliged to exhibit, as well upon the 
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high ſeas, as in the ports and havens, not only her paſſparts, but like - 


Un 
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wiſe certificates, expreſ] chewing that her g19-915 it of 
of thoſe which have be eroding as ö n ee 
ART XII. It by exhibitingf the abvv - aid certificates, the oth- 
arty difcover there arc any or thoſe torts of goods which are ; rohi.. 
bited and declared contraband, and conſfiznes for a port under be 
dience of his enemy, it ſhall not be lawful to break up the hatches of 


1 


fuch ſhip, or to open any cheſt, offers, pack, caſks, or any other veſ- 


ſels found therein, or to remove the ſmaileiF parcel of her goods whether. 


ſuch;thip belongs to che ſubieRts of France, or theinhabitants 1 
| United States, unleſs the lading be brought on ſhore, n 
Ol the officers of the Court of admiraity, and an inventory thereof 
ads but there ſhall be no allowance to ſell, exchange, or alienate' the 
1 ame in any matter, until that after due and lawfal proceſs ſhall have 
beon 124 azaint ſuch prob'b'ted goods, and the court of admi- 
Talty ſhall, by a entence pronounced, have confiicated the ſame, ſav. 
Ins 18 as well the hip itlelf, as any other goods found therein, 
Which by this treaty are to be eſteemed free; neither may they be detained 
on 88 of their being as it were infected by the prohibited goods 
much Jeis ſhall they be confiicated as lawful prize; but if not the whole 
N but only part thereof ſhall conſiſt of prohibited or contraband: 
mou : and the commander of the ſhip ſhall be ready and wi ling to de- 
oo þ em to the captor who has diſcovered them, in ſuch caſe the captor 
22 ax hg thoie goods, ſhall forthwith diſcharge the ſhip, and not 
8 or y any means freely to proſecute the voyage on which ſhe was 
pn ws But in * thecontraband merchandises cannot all be received 
282 2 el of the captor, then the captor may, notwithſtanding 
= er of delivering: him ye contraband goods, carry the veſſel ints 
1 neareſt port, agreeable to what is aboye directe. 
55 S OY the contrary it is agreed, that whatever ſhall be found 
8 by the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party on-any ſhip be- 
2 * enemies of the other, or tg their ſubjects, the whole, al- 
. it be not of the ſort of prohibited goods, may be confiſcated in 
— manner as if it belonged to the enemy, except ſueh goods and 
mere n as were put on board ſuch ſhip before the declaration of war 
2 2 ter ſuch declaration, if ſo be it were done without knowledge 
abs | 0+. 3 ſo that the goods of the ſubjects and people of either 
p: ea 7 ” er they be of the nature of ſuch as are prohibited or other- 
ts * oh, , as is aforeſaid, were put on board any ſhip belonging to 
on my: r ore the war, or after the declaration of the ſame, without 
2 32 gr of it, ſhail no ways be liable toconfiſcation, but ſhall well 
2. uly an ored without delay to the proprietors demanding the ſame; 
but ſo as that if the ſaid merchandizes be contraband, it ſhall not be any 
Ways iow to carry them afterwards to any ports belonging to the ene- 
my. The two contracting parties agree, that the term of two months 


egg paſſed after the declaration of war, their reſpective ſubjects, from 


whatever part of the w ign 
Tora mn hi mel wy orld they come, ſhall not plead the ignorance men- 
ART XV. And that the more effectual care may b 
| V. And : : be tak ha 
bag 6: boo the ſuhjects and inhabitants of both rg: that or ce 6 
2 b io 22 4 90 or e of the other party, all che com 
| | 'iÞs of his mo riſtian Majeſty and of the ſaid U E 
ted States, and all their ſubjects and inhabi 7 drbid dein 
Sta ſut \abitants, ſhall be forbid doi 
any injury or damage to the other fide; and if an act e 
| the to the contrar 
they Gail be puniſhed, and ſhall moreover be bond th make ſarisfaQion 


for all matter of damage, and the intereſt thereof, by revaration, under 


che pain and obligadon of their perſons and 8s. 
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A+. VI. e and merchandize of what nature ſoever, which 
2 hands df any pirates of robbers on che high 
ſeas, ſha l be brought into ſome port of either ſtate, and {hall be delivered 
to the cuſtody of the officers of that port, in order to be reitored intire 
to the ttue proprietor, as ſcon as due and tuiticient proct ſhall be made 
concerning the property thereof. | 7 
ART. XVII. It ſhall be lawful for the ſhips of war of either party, 
and privateers, freely to carry whithericever they pleaſe, the ſhips and- 
ods taken from their enemies, without being obliged to pay any duty 
to the officers of the admiralty, or any other judges no: ſhail tuch pr 
zes be arreſted or ſeized when they come to and enter the port of either 
arty 3 nor ſhall the teaicher: or other.office: s of thoſe places ſearch the 
ame, or make examination concerning the awfulneis of ſuch prizes; 
but they may hoiſt ſait at any time, and depart and carry their prizes fo 
tie placed ex preſſed in their commiſſions, which ch comman ers of uch 
ſhips of war ſhall be obliged to ſhew : on the concrary, no ſhel ter o re- 
fuge ſhall be given in their ports co iuch as ſh. li have made prize of the 
ſubjects, eople, or propeity of either of the parties: but if iuch ſhall 
come in, bei g force by ſtreſs of weather, or the dangers of the lea, 
all proper means ſhall be vigoutouſly uted, chat they go out and retire 
from orice as Toon as poſſible, . 
AT. XVIII. If any ſhip belonging to either of the parties, their 
5 le or ſubjects, ſhail within- the coats or dominions of the other, 
ick upon the ſands, or be wrecked or ſuffer any other damage, alf 


friendly aſſiſtance and relief ſhall be given to-the perſons {hipwreckea, or 


fuch as ſhall be in danger thereof. And letters of ſafe conduct hall like- 
wiſe be given to them for their free and quiet paſſage from chence, and 
the return of every one to his own country. | 


AgT. XIX. Incaſe the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party, with: 


their — ing, whether public and of war, or private and of merchants, 
be forced through ſtreſs oi weather, purſuit of pirates or enemies, or 


any other urgent neceſli:y, for ſ:cking of ihelter and hacbour, th retreat: 


and enter into any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports belonging to the 
other party, they ſhall be received and treated with all humemty 
and e and enjoy all friendiy protection and help: and they ſhalt 
be permitted to refreſh and provide themſelves at bn rates Witty: 
vickuals, and all things needful for the ſuſtenance of their perſons, or re- 
paratign of their ſhips, and conveniency of their voyage, and they ſhalk 
no * be hindred from returning out of the ſaid ports or roads, but 
may reniove or depart when and whither they pleaſe, without any let or 
hindrance. | f | 
Ax r. XX. For the better promoting of commerce on both ſides, it is 
agreed, that if a war ſhould break out between the ſaid two nations, fix- 


months after the proclamation of war ſhall be allowed to the merchants - 
in the cities and towns where they live, for ſelling and tranſporting their? 


oods and merchandizes; and it any thing be taken from them, or any 
injury be done them within that term, by either party, or the people or” 
ſubjects of either, full ſatisfaction ſhajl be made for the ſame. 

Ax r. XXI. No ſubject of the moit Ch iſtian Kung ſhall apply for or 


take any commiſſion or letters of marque for arming any ſhip or ſhips t 


act as privateers againſt the ſaid United States or any of them, oragaintt 
the property of any of the inhabitants of any of them from any Prince? 


or State with which the United States ſhall be at war; nor ſhall agy cit- - 


izen, ſubject, or inhabitant of the ſaid United States or any of chem, 
upply for or take any commiſſion or letters of marque jor arming any 
ſhip or ſkips to act as privaycers agaluſt che ſubjeRs er the moſt Chai Ram 

ing 
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King, or any of them, or the property of any of them, from any Prinet 
or State with which the ſaid King ſhall be at war; and if any perſon of 
either nation ſhall take ſuch commiſſion or letters of marque, h2 ſhall be 
puniſhed as a pirate. | X Y | 
ART, XXII. It ſhall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, not 
belonging to the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian King, nor citizens of the 
1ard United States, who have commiſſions from any other Prince or State, 
at enmity with either nation, to fit their ſhips in the _- of either the 
one or the other of the aforeſaid parties, to ſell what they have taker; 
orin any other manner whatſoever to exchange their ſhips, merchandizes 
or e anv other lading ; neither ſhall they be allowed even to purchaſe vicz 
tuals, exceptiuch as ſhall be neceflary for theirgoihg to the next port of 
that Prince or State from which they have commiſſions. | 
ART. XXIII. It ſhall be lawful for all and fingular the ſubjects of the 
moſt Chriſtian King, and the citizens, people and inhabitants of the 
laid United States, to ſail with their ſhips with all manner of liberty and 
ſecurity, no diſtinction being made who are the proprietors of the mer- 
chandize laden thereon, from any port to the 8 of thoſe who now are 
or hereafter ſhall be at enmity with the moſt Chriſtian King or the Uni- 
ted States. It ſhall likewiſe be lawful for the ſubjects & inhabitants afore- 
ſaid, to ail with the ſhips and merchandizes aforementioned, and to 
trade with the ſame liberty and fecurity from the places, ports and havens 
of thoſe who are enemies of both or either party, without any oppoſition 
or diſturbance whatſoever not only direQly from the places of the ene- 
my aforementioned to neutral places, but alſo from one place to anothef 
belonging to an ene my, whether they be under the juriſdiction of the-ſame 
Prince or under leveral. And it is hereby ſtipulated, that free ſhips ſhall alſo 
give a freedom to goods, & id that ever thing ſhall be deemed free and 
_ Exempt which ſhall be found on board the ſhips belonging to the ſubje&s 
#1 either of the confederates, although the Whole Jading or any part 
thereof ſhould appertain to the enemies of either, contraband goods bez 
ing always excepted, It is alſo agreed in like manner, that the ſame 


liberty be extended to perſons who are on board 4 free ſhip, with this 
effect, that although they be enemies to both or either party, they are 


not to be taken out of that free ſhip, unleſs they are ſoldiers and in ac- 
dual) ſervice of the enemies. | 

ART. XXIV. This liberty of navigation and commerce ſhall extend 
to all kinds of merchandises, except thoſe only which are diſtinguiſhed 


by the name of contraband, and under this name of contraband or pro- 


Hibited goods ſhall be comprehended arms, great guns, bombs with their 
fuies ano other things belonging to them, cannon ball, gunpowder, 
match, pikes, ſwerds, lances, ſpears, halberts, mortars, *. 4 gre- 
aadoes, laitpetie, muſkets, muſket-ball, bucklers, helmets, breaſt- 
plates, coats of mail, and the like kinds of arms, proper for arming 
loldiers, muſket reſts, belts, horſes with their furniture, and all other 
warlike inſtruments whatever. ' Theſe merchandises which follow ſhall 
not be reckoned among contraband or prohibited goods ; that is to ſay, 


all ſorts of clothes, and all other manufaQtures woven of any wool, flax, 


ik, cotton or any other materials whatever, all kinds of wearing appa- 
zel, together with the ſpecies whereof they are uſed to be made, gold and 
| Kiver, as well coined as uncoined. tin, iron, latten, copper, braſs, 
eoals ; as allo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn, pulſe, to- 
| bacco, and likewiſe all manner of ſpices, ſalted and ſmoaked fleſh, ſalt- 

ed fiſh, cheeſe and butter, beer, oils, wines, ſugars, and in general all 


ptovitons which ſerve for the nouriſment of mankind and the ſuſte- 
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5 : \ \ 2 | : ;y 
nce of life; furthermore, all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, 


pl..ces being only excepted, as are at that time beſieged, blocked up or 
inveſted, 8 ; | | 


a mex 
Lais treaty; they ſhall likewiſe, be recalled every year, that is, if the 
15 | . 


do ſo. N + 
Ak r. XX VI- The ſhips of the ſubjects and inhabitants of either of 


in queſt ion. . 

oi XVII. It the ſhips of the ſaid. ſubjects, people or inhabi- 
tants of either of the parties ſhall be met with, either ſailingalong the 
eats or on the high ſeas, by an, ſhip of war of the other, or by any 
privateers, the ſaid ſhips of war or privatezrs, for the avoiding of any 


Aditorder, ſhall remain out of cannon ſhot, and may lend their boats on 


"Hard the merchant ſhip which they ſhall ſo meet with, and may enter 
her to the nümber ef two or three men only, to Whom the maſter or 
commander of ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall exhibit his paſſport concerning 
tte property of the ſhip, made out according to the form inſerted in this 

reſent treaty, and the ſhip, when ſhe thall have ſhewed ſuch paſſport, 


hall be free and at liberty to purſue her voyage, ſo as it ſhall not be Jaw- 


ful to moleſt or ſearch in any manner, or to give her chaſe or to force her 

to quit her intended courſe, NO TI 
Ar. XXVIII. It is alfo agreed, that all goods, when once put on 
(board the ſhips or veflels of either of the two contracting parties, thall 
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e ſubſoct to no further viſitation. but all viſitation or ſearch ſhall be mal 
fore hand, and all prohibited goods ſhall be ſtopped on the ſpot be. 
fore the ſame be put on board, unleſs there are manifeſt tokens ot proofy 
pf. frauJulent practice; nor ſhall either the perſons or goods of the ſub- 
jecte of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty or the united ſtates, be put under any 
3 2r moleſted by any other kind of embargo for that cauſe, aud on, 
y the ſubject of that ſtate to whom the ſ.id goods have been or ſhall be 
ohibited, and who ſhall preſume to iell or alienate ſuch fort of goods, 
al! he duly puniſhed for the offenc-. 2 5 8 
Ar. XXIX. The two contracting parties gran mutually the berry 
of having each in the ports of the other, coniuls, yice-conſuls, agents 
end commiſſaries, whoſe functions ſhall he regulated by a particular 
agreement. | N 
Ar. XXX. And the more to favour and facilitate the commeree 
which th ſubjects of the united ſtates may have with France, the moſt 
_ Chrit/an King will grant thera in Europe one or more free ports, where 
> may bring and diſpoſe of all the produce and merchandize of the 
thirtzen united ſtates ; and his majeſty will alſo contirue to the ſubjects 
of the ſaid ſtates, the free ports which have been and are open in the 
F. ench iſl:nds of America, of all which fiee poris the ſaid ſubjects of 
che united ſtates ſhall enjoy the uſe, agreeable to the regulations which 
yelate to them. ; | | 
Ax r. XXXI. % er treaty ſhall be ratified on both ſides, and 
the ratifications ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of fix months, or ſooner, 
If poſſible. ö | ; | 7 
Ty faith whereof the reſpective plenipotentiaries have figned the above 
articles both in the French and Englih languages; declaring, never- 
theleſs, that the p.eſent treaty was originally compoſed and conclu- 
&ed in the French language, and they have thereto affixed their ſeals, 
Done at Paris, this fixth day of February, 1778. 
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(L. S. B. FRANKLIN. 
2 8 1L AS PE AN E. 
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Form of the Paſſports and Letters which are to be given to 


the Ships and Barques according to the 'Twenty-fitth arti- 
cle of this treaty. ; | 


To all aobo ſpall ſee theſe preſents, Greeting. 
IT is hereby made known, that leave and permiffion has been 


iven to , maſter and commander of 

the /h'p called | of ihe town of © 
 Gurthn tons or thereabouts, lying at preſent in the 
#be port and haven of | and bound for | 
end laden with ier that this ſhip 2 
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Freaty of Alliance. | 160 


Jeen viffted, and before ſailing, he ſpall make oath before the ofs 

cers who have the juriſdiction of maritime affairs, that ths 
ald ſhip belongs to one or more of the ſubjocts of \ 
tue act whereof ſhall be put dt the endof theſe preſents ; ag 
likewije that he will keep and cauſe to be kept by his crew on 
beard, the marine ordinances and regulations, and enter in the 


proper office a liſt, figned and witneſjed, containing the names and 


(/rraames, the places of birth and abode of the crew of his ſhip, 


and of all who ſpall embark on board her, whom he ſhall net 
take on board without the knowledge and permiſſion of the officers 
of the marine, and in every port er haven where he ſhall enter 
with his ſhip, he jhall ſpew his preſent leave to the officers and * 
judges of the marine, and ſpall give a 3 account to them 
F what paſſed and was done during his voyage, and he ſpall 
carry the colours, arms and e:fign of the King, or united ſlates 
during his voyage. In witneſs whereof we have figned theſe 
prejents and put the Jeal of our arms thereunto, and cauſed the 
ſme to be counterfegned by . 
the day of Anno Domini 


TREATY f ALLIANCE, 


Eventual and Defenſive. 


1 — 


$OUTIS by the grace of GOD, Xing of France and 


AVETTEs 


To all who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, Greeting : 


1 Congreſs of the united ſtates of North-America, hawv= 
ing by their plenipotentiaries refiding in France, propoſed 
#0 form with us a defenſive and eventual alliance. Willing 
#0 give the ſaid ſtates an efficacious proef of the intereſt we take 
in their preſperiiy, we have determined to conclude the ſaid al- 
lance. For theſe cauſes and other good confiderations thereto mo- 
ving, we, repoſirg entire confidence in the capacity and experi- 
eace, zeal and fidelity for our jerwvice, of our dear and beloved 
Conrad Alexander Gerard, royal Syndic of the city of Strass 
Bourg, ſecretary of out council of ftate, have nominated cum 


miſſiongd 
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#4 \Kreaty of Alliance; 


eniffioned and deputed, and by theſe preſents fene with our 
Wand, do nominate, commiſſion and depute fim. our plenipotenti- 
ay, giving him pcauer and ſpecial command to att in this gual. 
iy, and confer, negociate, treat and agree conjointly with the 
abovementioned plenipotentidries of the united fates, inveſted 
in the like manner with poxvers in due form 10 determine, con- 
clude and fren ſuch articles, conditions, conventions, declarn- 


tions, definitive treaty, and any other acts whatever, as he 


Hall judge proper to aufwer the end wwhich ve prope 3 promiſe 
J :g on the faith and au], a King, io agree to, confirm and 
'eftablijh for ever, to accompliſh and execute punctually whatever 
our ſaid dear and beloved Conrad Alexander Gerard hall. 
.hawve flipulated and figned inwirtue of "the þreſent power, Wwith- 


Out ever contravening it, or ſuffering it to be contravened fer any 


saugt and under any pretext whatever ; as likewiſe to cauſe our 
letters of ratification to be made in due form, and to have them 


delivered in order to be exchanged at the time that fball be agreed. 


upon. For ſuch is our p eaſure. In te 1mony ewhereof wwe have 


ſet our ſeal to theſe preſents. 


\ signed) 3 
By the King. 
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GRAVIER de: VERGENNES.' 
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D N E A is 


5 HE ne Chriſtian King and the united ſiates of North. 
| America, to wit, New- Hampſhire, Maſſachujetts-Bay, 


Rhoge-I/land, Connecticut, New-York, New-Ferſey, Penn- 
_þlvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nurth-Carolina, 
- South-Carolina and Georgia, having this day conciuded a 
. zreaty of amity and commerce, for the reciprocal advantage of” 
_ their ſubjes and citizens, have thought at neceſſary to take 
imo confideration the means of flrenthening thoſe engagements, and 


of rendering them uſeful tothe ſafety and tranfuilliiy of the t<wvo 
* 3 9 * ; | Fare 


8 Given ot Verſailles, the t hirtietb 
day of the month of January, in the year cf grace one thouſand. 
fever hundred and ſeventy eight, and the fourth of our reign.” 
* 8 | | 
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parties; particularly in caſe Great-Britain, in reſentment f 
that connexion, and of the good correſponaence which is the ob- 


jet of the Jaid treaty, ſhould break the peace with France, either 


by direct heſtilities, or by hindering her commerce and naviga=' 
tion in a manner contrary to the rights of nations, and the 
peace ſubſeſting between the lauo crowns. And his majeſty and 
the ſaid united flates having reſolved in that caſe, to join their 
councils and efforts againſt the enterprizes of their common 
enemy. 5 . 
. The reſpeftive plenipotentiaries impoabered to concert the 
clauſes and conditions proper to fulfil the ſaid intentions, have 
after the meſi mature deliberation, concluded and determined on 
the following articles. | 
Art. 1. Far ſhould break out between France and Great 
Britain during the continuance of the preſent war between the 
united ſtates and England, his Majeſty and the ſaid united ſtates 
ſhall make it a common cauſe, and aid each other mutually with 
their good offiees, their councils and their forces, according to the 
exigencies of conjunttures, as becomes good and faithful allies. 
Art. 2. The efſential and direct end of the preſent defenſive 
alliance is to, maintain effeetually the liberty, ſovereignty and 
independence abjolute and unlimited, of the ſaid united ſtates, as 
avell in matters of government as of commerce. 
Art. 3. The io contratting parties ſhall ach on its oaun 
part, and in the manner it may jadge maſt proper, make all the 
efforts in ils power againſt their commen cuemy, in oraer to attain 
the end propoſed. | | 
Art 4. The contractiug parties agree, that incaſe either bf 
them ſhould form any purticular enterprize in which the concur - 


rence of the other may be dehred, the party wheſe concurrence is 
 defrred, ſhall readily and with good faith qoin 10 att in concert 


fer that purpoſe, as far as circumſtances and its en particular 
uation will permit, and in that caſe, they fall regulate by a 
articular convention the quantity end kind of ſuccour 10 be fur 
niſbed, and the time and manner cf its being brought into action 
as well as the advantages which are to be iis compenſation, 


Art. 5. If the united ſtates foall think fit Io attempt the re- 


duction of the Britiſh peaver, remaining in the northern parts of 


* Americe:, or the iſland's of Bermudas, thoje ceuntries er iflands,. 


in caſe cf jucceſs, ſhall be conjederated with, or dependent upon 
the jaid united ſt ates. | 


Art. 6, The moft chriſtien King renounces ferever the pofſeffion, 
GW 6 of 
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„ the preceiing Alticle, the contratting parties declare, 
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of the ande, Bermudas, as well as of any part of che emeſs 
nent of North- America, wich before the treaty of Paris, in 
1763, of in virtue of that treaty, were acknowlcaged 70 belong 
te the crownef Great-Britain, or to the United States, hereiojure 
called Britifh colonies, or which are al this time, or have lutely 
been wider the power of the King and crown of Great- Brita, 

Art. 7. I vis moſt chrift:an majeſty fall 1hink proper to at- 
rack uny of Ihr lands ſttuated in iue Guiph of Mexico, or near 
that Gulph, which areat preſent under the power of Gredi-B, i- 


tain, all the jcit iſies, in wofe of face, frail uppertainto the 


crown of France. | | | 
Art. 8, Neither of the tano parties ſpall conclude either truce 


of peace without the formal conſent of. the viher fiſt obia ined; 


and they miuually eng age not to lay abæun their arms, until the 
inaepencence of the umied ſtutes have been-formaily or tacitiy 
aſjured, by the treaty or treaties thar fhall terminate the war. 
Art. 9. The conrattng parties declare, that being rejolved. 
to fulfil each on its con part,” the clauſes and conditions of the 
preſent trea iy of alliance, according io its wuwn fower and cir- 
cumſtances, there ſhall be no after-claim of compenſation, en 
one fide or the other, whatever may be the event of the war. 
Art. 10. The miſt Chriftian King and the united ſtates a- 
gree, to invite or aamit oper powers, auhc may have received 
injuries from England, to mare. common cauje with them, and 
10 acceae to the preſent ailiance, under ſuch conditions cs ſhall be 
freely agreed io, and jeiiled between ull the parties. | 


Art. 11. 7 he teu tarties guranice mutually from the preſent 


time - ard forever apernft all other peers, ic wit. {he uni- 
red fates ro his m fi Chr. tian Majeſty the prejent f, Hic nus of 


ihe crown of France in America, as well tho'e which it my 


Acute by ihe future ireaty of peace z and his moſt Chriſtian 
Mu ei guramees on his fart ie the united ftates, war lileriy, 


OvVereiphity, and 1noeendency, alfoluie aud unlimited, as ell 
Th matters of gc erneut as commerce, and aljo their pepeffuonss 
ad the eddnions or conqueſts, that their conſederaticn m5 cbs 
lain turing the war, from any of ihe ' Cuminuons uw, On 
peretefore jejefped Ly Ureat-Britain in Nerth America; con- 


formabie to ike fifth and fixth articles above written, the awhile' 


as their: passion jhal, be fixed und affured to the jaid /it tes, at 
the monent of re eef/aition of their preſent war with England. 
Art. 1z. {n.order to fix more; recyely the jenje and ufplica- 


that 


babe 


and 


g of lanes, | 5 i . i 


hers in caſe of a ere Betaueen France ot E 3 Fa re- 
crprocal gurantee declared in the ſaid article ſhall hawe its A 


erce and effect, the moment ſuch war ſhal! break out; an 
fuch rupture ſpall not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
Jaid gurantce ſhall not commence until the moment of the ceſſation 


of the prejent war, berween the united ſtates anu * Hall, F 


ba ve aſcertai ned their Polſelliens. | 


Art. 13. The prejeat Treaty ſhall be ratified en both fades, 


and ihe ratificarions ſhall be 9 in the Jace of fix 
rauoutbs, or ſooner, *. bel. ble. 


In faith whereaf the repedive pleni otentiaries, 70 ito 


on the part ef the moſt Chriſtian | ing, Conrad Alex- 


ander Gerard, royal Syndic of the city of Straſburg, 
and ſecretary of his Majeſty's council of ſtate, and on 
the part of the unjted ſtates, Benjamin Franklin, de- 
puty to the General Congreſs, from the ſtate of Penn- 
Ay lvaria, and prefident of the Convention of ſaid ftate ; 
Silas Deane, heretofore deputy from the ſtate of Con- 
necticnt ; and Arthur Lee, counſellor at law, have 


.Agned the above Articles both in the French and the 


Engliſh languages; declaring nevertheleſs, that the pre- 
ſent treaty was originally compoſed and concluded in 
the French language, and the Y have hereunto affixed 
h eir ſeals. 


DONE at Paris, this ſixth day of February, one den 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-eight. 


AL. s.) e. K. GERARD. 
At $3 B. FRANKLIN. 
K. 5 8 1L AS DE AN E. 


FR M ARTHUR LEE. 
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AM ITV axy COMMERCE, , 
Between their HGA M1cnTINEsSES rhe STAT.ES 
”* Gix8RAL of che UNITED NETHERLANDS, | 
Aud the United STALEs of AMERICA. 


EREAS in purſuance of a plenipotentiary commiſſion, 
given on the twenty-ninth day of December, one thou- 
and ſeven hundred aud eighty, to the Hon. John Adams, Eſq; 
a treaty of amity and commerce, between their high mightine/jes 
the ſtates general of the united Netherlands, and the unttel 
ftates of America, was, on the eighth day of October, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-tavo, concluded by the ſaid Fohn 
Adams, with flenipotentiaries named for that punpaoſe by their 
faid high mightinefſes. the ſtates general of the united Nether- 
lands ; and whereas the ſaid treaty hath been this day approved 
and ratified by the united ſtate in Congreſs aſſembled, as the Jane 

* 1 


* 


i contained in the words following, to auit. 


AJ NHEIR High Mightineſtes the States General of the United Ne- 


therlands, and the United States of America, To wir, Ne- 


 Hamoſhire, Maſſachuſetzs, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New. 


Vork, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, aryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, deſiring to aſcertain, in a 
permanent & equitabl: manner, the rules to be obſerved relative to the com- 


rce and correipondenc2 which they intend to eſtabſiſi between their 


reſpective ſtates, countries and inhabit ints, have judged that the ſaid 
nd eannot be better obtained than by eſtabliſhing the moſt perfect equa- 
ity end reciprocity for tae baſs of their agreement, and by,avoiding all 
thoſe burthenſome preferences which are uſually the ſources of debate,em- 


parraſſment and diſcontent ; by leaving alſo each party at libecty to make 


reſpecting commerce and navigation, tuch ulterior regulations as it ſhall 


find moſt convenient to ittzif, and by founding the advantages of com- 


merce loley upon reciprocal utility, and the juſt rules of free intercourſe ; _ 
veſerving withal to each party the liberty of admitting, at its pleaſure, 


other nations to a participation of the ſame advantages. 


On toeſe principles their ſaid High Mighiineſſes the States General 
bk. Of the; united Netherlands, have named for their Prog, eee ,trom the 
_. jaidit of their aſſembly, meſſi:urs their deputies tor Tyreign affairs; ane 
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Treaty of Amity and Commerce. LN 
the ſaid United States of America, on their part, have furniſhed with 
fail powers, Mr. Jonn Adams, late commiſſioner of the Unitet'States pf, 
America at the court of Verſailles, heretofore delegate in Congreſs, 
from the. Fate of Maffachuſetts- Bay, and chief juſtice of the ſaid ſtate 3, 
who have agreed and concluded as ;ollows, to wit: 5p 
Adr. I. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable and univerſal peace, and 
ſincere feiendchio batheen their High Migutineſſes, the Lords, 
the States General of the united Netherlands and the United States of 
America, and between the ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid parties, 
and between the countries, iſlands, cities and places ſituated un ter the 
joriſdiction of the ſaid united Netherlands and che ſaid United States, 
of America, their ſubjects and inhabitants of every degree, without ex- 
cepiion of perſons or places. 1 | Fey 
Ax T. II. The ſublects of the ſaid States General of the United 
Netherlands, ſhall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iſlands, 
cities or places of tie United States of America, or any of them, ne 
other nor greater duties or impoſts, of whatever nature or denominarion they 
mageb2, than choſe which the nations moſt favoure] are or ſhall be oblige4 
4t0 Pay; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immu- 


nities andex:mptions in trade, navigation and commerce, which the ſaid 


nations do or ſh ill enjoy, whether in paſſing from one port to anotherin the 
ſaid States, or in going from any of thoſe ports to any foreign port of 
the worla, or from any foreign port of the world to any of thoſe ports» 
Ar. III. The ſubjes'and inhabitants of the ſaid United States oF 
Amefica, ſhall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iſlands, cities 
or places of the ſaid United Netharlands, or any of. them, no other nor 
greater duties or impoſts, of whatever nature or denomination they may 
be, than thoſe which the nations moſt favoured are or ſhall be obliged ta 
pay; and they ſa ll enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities 
and exemptions imtrade, navigation and commerce, which the ſaid nati- 
ons do or thall enjoy, whether in paſſing from one vort to another in the 
{aid States, or from any one towards aay one of thoſe ports, to any foreion 
port of the world: and the United States of America, with their ſubje&; 
and inhabitants, ſhall leave to thoſe of their High Mightineſſes, the 
peaceable enjovment of their rights in the count.1es, ill :nds'and ſeas in 
the Fat ani W:t-Indies, without any hindrance or moleſtation, 

AR r. IV. There thiall be. an entire and perfect liberty gf conſcience 
allowed to the ſujet and inhabitants of each party, and to their fami- 
lies, and no one thall be moleted in regard to his worſhio, provided he 
| ubmirs as to the »4hlic demonſtration of- it, to the lawsof the country: 
There ſhall be given moreover liberty, when any ſabjedts or inhabitants 
of either party ſhall die in the territory of the otner, to bury them 
in the uſual burying places or in decent and convenient grounds to be an- 
pointed for that purpoſe, as occiſfion ſhall require : And the dend bodies 
of thoſe wi) are burie , ſhall not in any wiſe be moleftgd. » And the tws 
contracting parties ſh ul provide each one in his juriſdiction, that thein 
reſpective ſubject: and inhabitants may h-n:2forward oQta n the requilite 
Certificates in caſas of deaths in wich thy ſhall be latereſt ea. | 
„A r, V. Their High M:ghtinefſ-3 the States General of the United 
Netherlan is an4 the United Stites of America, ſhall endeavour, bv all 
The means in their power, to defend and protect all veſſels and othereF:&34 
belonging to their ſubject; an] inhabitants reſpect vely, or to any of them, 
in their ports, roads, havens, internal ſeas, paſſages, rivers, and as far 
as their juriſdictionectea is at ſea, and to recover and cauſe to be reſtored 
to the true proprietors, their agents or a*tornies, all ſuch veſſels and effects, 
which thall be taken un ſer their jurifiction; ani their veſſels of war, 
ad convoy, In caſes, waen they may have a £9:nma enemy, ſhall tak 
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take under their protection a!l veſſels belonging to the ſubj-Q5 and inhab;, 
ants v7 either party, wach tha not be laden with contrabani goods, abs 
cording to the detcription which all be mate of them hereafter, jet 
places with which one of Lie den we sin pes, niche other at Wa 
Nor dettined forjany place blocked, aud whizu mall hoid the Came cows, 
vor follow the fame rout; and hey thi! detend lauch veſiels, as long 4 
they hold che ſame courie, or tolow che fame rout, againſt all attacks 
force and violence of the common enemy in the lame manner as they 
Oaght to protect and def nd the vetie!s beongin? to their own tell ective 
iuhjects. ; ; | 
Vi. That the ſubjeQs of the contra8'ivg parties may, on one fide and 
on the other, in the reipective countries and ſtates, diipoſe of ther ef, 
FeQs by teſtament, donat'en, or otherwite ; and their heirs, objects of 
one of the parctes, agutending in the country of the othet, or ellewhere, 
Mall recoive luch iucceflion:, even ab inteſtato, whether in perton or by 
tneir attorney or {ubiticuce, even aithough they ſhall not have o aire 
Jctters of naturalèzatlon, withour having the effect of ſuch coramiflion 
conteſted nnder Pre-2Xc of any rights or prerogat- ves of any prove, 
City or private perſon ; and if the heirs, to whom tuch ſucceſſions may 
Have fallen, thall be minors, the tutors or cu-ators, cllabiithe, by che 
Judge domiciliary, of the ſaid minors, may gavern, direct, tcl: and ale 
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nate the effecks fallen to the laid Minors, 'by inheritante, and in general, 


in relation to the ſucceſſiuns ani eftebts, vie all the rights and functions, 
Which belong by the di ipoſicion of the laws, to guaidions, tutors, ani 
Curators : prowded neverthejels. that tais dilpotition cannot take place, 
but in caſes where the teſtator ſhall! not have named guardians, tutors, 
<urators by teſtament, codice or othe: egal inftrument, _ 
ART, VII. It ſhall be lawtul and tre for the ſubjects of each party, to 
employ ſuch advocates, attornies, notaries, 1olicitors or factors, as they 
Mall judge proper. 1 | | | 
ART. 8. 4 OEM maſters and owners of ſhips, mariners, men ot 
all kinds, thips and veſſels, and all merchandizes and goods in general, 
and eff &s of one of the confederates, or of the lubjects thereof, ſha 
not be ſeized or detained in any of the countries, lands, iflands, cities, 
places, ports, ſhores or dominions whatſoever of the other confecerate, 
For any military expedition, public or privace ute of any one, by arreſts, 
violence, or any colour thereof ; much leis fla it be germittes, to the 
1ubje&s of either party, to take or cxto:t by force, any thing from the 
ludjects of the other party. without the conſent of the owner: Which 
However is not to be underſtood of 1eizures, detentions and arreſts, Winch 
Mall be made by th: com nan and autbority of juſtice, and by the 
ordinary methods on account oi debis or Crimes, in reipe&t whereof, 
= proceedings muit be, by ay of law, according to the forms of 
qultice., * . W } 
. . 9. It is further agreed Mcluded, that it ſha'l be wholly free 
For ail merchants, commander e eſhips and other iubjects and inhabi-: 
tants of the conti acting parties, in every place ſubjected to the juii ſaie- 
tion of the two powers ret pectively, to manage themle:ves their own buſi- 
nels: And moreover as to the ute of interpreters or brokers, as allo in 
relation to the loading or unloading of their veſſels, and every thirks which 
has relation thereto, chey ih all be, on one fide and on the otdec, conſider- 
ed aud treated upon the footing of natural ſubjects, or at leaſt upon an 
equality with the moſt iavoured nation. | | | 
' Arr. X. 'the merchant-ſhips of either of the parties coming from 
the port of an enemy, or trom their own or a neutral _ may navi- 
2 freely towards any port ot an enemy of the other ally: They ſhal! 


e neverthelets, hei, Whenc ver it ſhall be required, to exhibit, as well up- 
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eh the high ſeas as in the ports, their ſea-letters and other documents, 
deſcribed in the twenty-fi.th article, ſtating expreſly that their eif:& x 
ae not of the number of thoie which ate prohibie | as contraband : And 
nen ving any Concraband goods, tor an enxmy 4 port, they may Fieely 
and without hind; ance, purte their voyage towards the port of an enemy. 
Nevertielets it halt not be required to cxamine the papr:;s of veſſels con- 
voyed by veſſels of War, but credence thail be given to che word of the 
officer wl.o ſhall conduct the convoy... - 1 f 

ART. XI. if by exhibiting the lea letters and other documents deſcribed 
more particutarly in tue twenty -furci-articic of this treaty, tlie other par- 
fy thall dijcover there are any of thoſe its of goods, Which are declared 


pe nbited and contrabani, and that they are conſigned for a port under 


the obedience of his enemy, it ſhall not be lawful to break up the hatches 
of ſuch ſhip, or to open any cheft, coffer, packs, caſks, or other veſ- 
tels found thereing or to remove the imalleſt parcel of her goods, whe- 
ther the lid veſſel belongs to che luwetts of their high mightineſſes the, 
ſtaces general of the Uniced Netherlands, or to the ſubje&s or inhabitants 
of the ſaid unites ſtates of America, unleis t ;adiag be brought on 
ſhore, in preſence of the oiRcers of the court of admiraity, and an inven- _ 
yentory thereof mate, but there tha#beno a lowance, to ſeily exchange, 
or alieuate the lame, until after that due and lawiul procets ſhall have 
been had againſt luclr prohibited goods of contraband, & the court of admi- 
raity by a lentenc- pronounced ſhall have conflicated che tame, laving al- 
ways as well the thip itſelf as any other goods found therein, Which are to 
he o ſtee med free, and may not be detained on pretence of their being in- 
t ted by the prohibited gouds, much leis fhall they be confilcated as 
lawful prize: But on the concrary when by the viſitation at land, it ſhall 
be found that there are no contraband goods in the veilel, and it ſhall 
not appear by the papers tha! he who has taken and carried in the veitel 
has been able to diſcover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the 
charges, damages, and intereſts of them, which he ſhall have cauſed 
both to the owher of the veſſels and to the owners and freighters of the 
cargoes, wich which they (hal be loaded, by his temerity in taking and 
earcying them in, declaring moit expreſly the free veſſeis ſhall aſſure the 
liberty of the effects with which they thall be loaded, and that this li- 
bercy ſh.l] extend itielr equaily to the perſons who ſhall be found in a 
trec veſſel, who may not be talren out of her, unleſs they are military 
men actually in the ſervice of an enemy. | 

ART. XII. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever ſhall be found 


to be la en by the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party, on any ſhip,,, 
belonging to the en mies of the other, or to their ſudjects, althoughit be not 


co mprehended under the fort of prohibited goods, the whole may be con- 
fiicated, in he ſame manner as if it belonged to the enemy; except ne- 
verthelz1s, ſuch effects and merchandizes as were puy on board ſuch vei- 
ſel before the ſeclaration of wa; or in the ſpace of b months aſter it, 
which effects {hall not be in any manner ſubject to confiſcation, but 
nal be taithfully and without delay reſtored in nature to che owners, 
who ſhall claim them or cauſe them to be claimed, before the confſiſc ati- 
on and tale, as alſo their proceeds, if the claim could not be made but 
in the (pace of eight monchs after the ſale, Which ought to be public: 
provided neverthelets, that if the ſaid merchanilizes are contraband, it 
hal by no means be lawrul to tran{port them afterwards to any port be - 
longing to the enemy. | | . 
ART. XIII. And that more effectualeare may be taken for the ſecu- 
rily of ſubjects and pevple of eicher party, that they do not ſuffer moleſ- 
tation from ie veils of war. ar privateers of the other party, it ſhall be 


forbidden de all commanders ef veflals of war, and other armed vellels of 
be o 
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the ſaid fates general of the united Netherlands and the ſaid vrited 
fotes of America, as well as all their officers, 1ubjeE:s and pecple, to 
give any cftence or do any damage to thoic of the other party; and if 
they act to the contrary, they ſhall be upon the fifſt complaint which 
mall be made cf it, being found guihy after a juſt examination, 
puniſhed by their proper jucges, and morecverckligen to make ſatisfac- 


tion for al! damages and interefig thereof, by repatatien, under pain and 


ebligation of their pertor.s and goods, | 
: ART. XIV. For further det-rmining what hes been faid, all captaing 
&f privateers, or fitters out of veſtels aimed for Wat, under Cen mlifficn 
anc on account of rrivate \periens, ſhajl te held betore their departure, 
to give ſufficient caution beſore competent judges, Cither to be entiicly 16. 
iponfible jor the maivertations which they may commit in their cruites 
or voyages, as well as tor the centiaverticns ct their captains ard cflicers 
acairft the pieſent treaty, and againſt the ordinances and edifts which 
all be publiſhed in conſeqnence of, and cor formity to it, under pain of 
ſericiture and nullity of the ſaid commiſſion. 5 i 
. ART. XY. Al! vefi + and merchandizes of whatſoever nature, which 
all be reſcued out of tic hands of any pirates or robbers navigating 
the hieh teas, without requiſite commiſſions, ſhall be brought into lome 
port of one of the two ſtates, and depoſited in the hands of the officers of 
that port, in order to be reſtored intire to the true proprietor, as ſoon as 
due and ſuſſicient proof ſhall be made concerning the property thereof. 
ART I XVI. If any ſhips or veſtels belonging' to either of the parties, 
their ſubjects or people, mall wichin the coaſts or deminions of the 
other, ſtick upon the: lands, or be wrecked or juſfer any other ſea da- 
wages, all friendly aſſiſtance and relief fall Le given to the perſcns ſhip- 
wreckeo, or ſuch as ſhall be in denger thereof; and the veſſels, effects and 
merchandizes, or the part cf them which fall have been 1zved, or the 
proceeds of them, if being periſhable they thall have been 10;d, being 
claimed within a year and a day, by the rafters or owners, or thei: agents 
or attornies, ſhali be reſtored, paving cnly the reatcr.abjie charges, and 
thar which muſt be paid, in the {ame cate, for the ſalvage, by the proper 
ſubjeQts of the country: there ſhall be allo delivered them tate conduct; 
or paſipoits for their fee and late paſiage ficem thence, and to return 
tach one to his cum country. 
ART, XVII. In cafe the ſutjcAs or people cf either party, with their 
fhippirg, whether public and of war, or private and of merch: nts, be 
ſorsed through flies of weather, purſuit of pirates cr enemies, or 
any other urgent neceſſity, fer {ceking of ſhelter and harbour, to retreat 
and enter into aby .of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports roads, or ſhores 
belonging :to the oiher party, they ſhell be rece:ved ond treated with 
ail humzinity and kindeſs, and enjoy all fiienoiy protecticn and help: 
and they ſhall be permitted to-retreſh and provide then:lelves at reaſcn- 
able rates with victuals, ard all things — for the ſuſtenance of their 
perſons, or reparation of their ſhips, and they ſhali no w:ys be detained 
er hindred from returning out of the ſaid ports or roads, but may re- 
move and depart When and Whither they pleaſe, without any let or hin- 
diance. 95 | 3 2 2 
3 ART. XVIII. For the better promoting of commerce on both fides, it 
id agreed, that if a war ſhould break out tctween their high mightincſies. 
the fates gencral of the united Netherlands and the united ſtates of 
merica, there ſuall always be granted to the ſubjects on each fide, the 
the term of nine months after the date of the rupture, or p roc lamation 
of war; to the end that they may retire with their effects, and ty anſport 
them where they pecaic Which it ſhall be lawiul tor them to do, as 
We! 
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1 | as to ſell or tranſport their effects and goods in all freedom, and 


If their coaluls refiding near the ſaid King, Ewperor and Regen 8 


a 


ith i and without being able to proceed during the ſaid 
mage 8 any arreſt of their- effects, much leſs of their 
1. on the contrary; there ſhall be given them, for their veſſels and 
elt effects which they would carry away, paſſports and ſafe conducts, 
for the neareſt · ports of their reſpective countries; and for the time ne⸗ 
ters far the. rage, and no prize made at ſea ſhal] be adjucged lawful, 
at leaſt if the declaration of war Was not or could not be known, in the 
aft port, which the veſſel taken has quitted. But for whatever'may have 
nl taken from the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party, and for the 
offences which may have beeen given them, in the interval of the ſaid 
terms, a complete ſatis faction ſhall be given Ee 1 nA 
Ax T. XIX. No ſubject of their high mightinenies tne ſtates gene- 
ral of tha united Netherlands, ſhall apply for or take any commiſſion or 
letters of Marque for arming any ſhip or fhips, to a@ as Reg againſt. 
the laid united ſtates of America, or any of them, or e ſubjects and 
inhabitants of the ſaid: united ſtates or an) of them, or againſt the pro- 5 
perty of the inhabitants of any of them, from any prince or ſtate with. 
which the ſaid united ſtates of America may happen to be at war 
nor ſhall any ſubject or inhabitant of the ſaid united ates of America 
or any of A apply for or take any commiſſion or letters of marque, 
for aiming any ſhip or ſhjps, to act as privateers a ainſt the high and 
mighty lerds, the. Lites general of the united Net erlands, or againſt 
the ſu jects of their high mightine fles, or .any ef them, againft the 3 
part) of any one of them from any prince or ſtate with which their gle 
mig titinefſes may be at war », and if any perſon of either nation ſhall 8 
takeſ uch commiſſion or letters of marque he ſhall bepuniſheg as a pirate. 
„An T. XX. If the veſſels of the ſubje tts or inhabitants of one of the | 
parties, come upon any coaſt belonging to either of the laid allies, but 
not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port and not willing 
to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any Cargo, they thal 5. 
not he obliged to pay neither for the veſſels, nor the cargoes, any duties 
of entry in, or out, nor to render any: account of their cargoes, at leaſt: . 
if there is uot juſt cauſe to preſume, that they carry to an enemy, mer- 
traband. 8 VVV | | 1 
_ : 5 I. 1 he two contracting parties grant to each other mutually 1 
the liberty of having each in the ports of the other, coniuls, vice- con- i 
ſuls, agents and commiſſaries, of their own appointing, whoſe functions 
ſhall be regulated by a particular agreement whenever either party 
chuſe to make ſuth appointments. ; 28 | 
Ax T. XXII. This treaty ſhall not be underſtood in any manner to 
deropate from the ninth, tenth, nineteenth and twentv-fourth <rticles 
of the treaty with France, as they were numbered in the ſawe tieaty, 
concluded the fixth of February 1778, and which make the articles ninth, 
tenth, ſeventeen, and twenty-ſec-nd of the treaty of commerce, pg" 
ſubſiſting between the united ſtates of America and the crown of Era - "W | 
nor ſhall it hinder his catholic majeſty from acceding to that treat, 
and anjoying the advantages of the ſaid four articles. 3 
Ax. XXIII. If at any time the united ſtates of America, ſhall; 
Judge neceſſary to commence % bee with the King or Fw pefor of : 
Morocco and Fez, and with the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis or Tripoli, » 
or With any of them, to obtain paſiports for the lecyrity of their navigas * 
tion in the mediterranean ſea; their high mightineſies promiſe that up 
on the requiſition which the united ſtates of America ſhall make of ity.” 
they will ſecond. ſuch negotiations in the moſt favourable mapner by means 
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|, 3 Contraband. 8 9 
Ar. XXIV. The liberty:of navig. tion and commerce ſhall exten : 
to all ſorts of merchandizes, excepting only thoſe which ate diſtinguiſn- 
ed under the name of contraband or merchandizes prohibited: and 
under this denomnation of contraband and merchandizes prohibited,, 
Mall be comprehended only warlike ſtores and arme, as mortars artillery 
with their artifices and appurtenances fufiis, piſtols, bombs, grenades, 
un-powder, ſalt-petre, ſuſpher, match, bullets and balis, pikes, ſabres, 
| ances, halberts, caſques, cutlaſſes, and other torts of arms; as alſe 
faldiers. horſes, ladules and furniture for ho:ſes. All other effects and 
merchandizes, not before ſpecified exprzſly, and even all foris of naval 
matters, however ann ng they may be, for the conſtruction and equip © 
ment of veſſels o | 
enachines of war; by land or ſez, hall not be judged contraband, neith#r 
by the letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation v y tever, 
eught they, or can theyibe comprehended, under the notion of ef ects pro- 
hibited 1 : 3 * and merchandizes, which are 
mot expreſly before named, may without any exception, and in perfedt“ 
— tranſported, by the ſubjects and Reste of both "Gs, 
from and to 1 ing to the enemy, excepting only the places 
which at the ſame time ſhall be befieged, blockęd or inveſted, and thoſe 
Places only ſhall be held for ſuch, which are“ ſurrounded nearly by ſome 
of the belligerent powers. 


? 


Ax. XXV. To the end that al diſſentions and qiare!s may be aveid- 


ed and prevented, it has been „ ee in caſe that one of the two parties 
pw; wh to be at war, the veſfels belonging to the ſubjeRs or inhabitants 
ef the other ally ſhall be provided with ſe? #etters or paſiports, expreſſing 


the name, the property, and the burthen of the veſſsl, as alſo the nam 


and che piace of abode of the maſter or commander of the ſaid veſiel, 
to the end that thereby it may appear that the veſſel really and truly be 
longs to ſubjects or inhabitants of one of the parties, which * 
mall be drawn and diftriputed? according to the form annexed to 
this treaty 3 each time that the veſſel ſhall return, ſhe ſhall have ſuch. 
her paſſport renewed, or at leaſt they ought not to be of more ancient date 
than two years, before the veſſel has been returned to her own country, 
It has been alſo agreed, that ſuch veſſels, being loaded, ought to be pro- 
Vided not only with the ſaid paſſhorts or ſea-letters, but alſo with. 
a general paſſport, or with particular paſſports ar maniſeſts, naother public* 
documents, which are ordinarily given to veſſels outward-bound, in the 
ports from whence the veſſels have ſet ſail in the laſt place, containing- 


a ſpecification of the cargo, of the place from whenee the veſle] departed, 


and of tbat of her deſtination, or. infiead of all- theſe, with certificates 


from the magiſtrates or governors of cities, places, or colonies, from 


whence the veſſel came, given in the uſual form, to the end that it may 
be known whether there are any effects prohibited and contraband on 
Ford the veſſels, and whether they are deſtined to be carried to an ene 
country or not. And incaſe anyone judges proper to expiels in the 
ſaid documents, the perſons to whom the effects on board belong, he 
may do it freely, without however, being bound to do it; and the omiflion 
of juch expreſſion cannet and * not to cauſe a confiſcation. 
> ART. XXVI. If the veſſels of the ſaid ſubjects or inhabitants of 
either of the parties, ſailing along the coaſts or on the high ſeas, are 
met by a veſſel of war or privateer, or other armed veſſel of the other 
Party: the faid veſſels of war, privateers pr armed veſlels, for avoiding 
N 


diſerder, {hal zan wiche ut the 87eh ef eaanen, bet may * 1 
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Seit boats onboard the merchant-veſſel which they ſhall meet in this 
"manner, upon which they may not paſs more than two or three men; 
to waom the maſter or commander ſhall exhibit his paſſport, containing 
the property of rhe veſſel, according to the form annexed to this treaty; 
and the veſſel, fter having exhibiteu ſuch paſſport, ſea-letter and other 
documents, ſhall be tree to continue her voyage, ſo that it'ſhail not be 
lawrul co mvle{t her, or ſearch her in any manner, nor to give her caale, 
nor to force her to alter her codrſmd. e 
* ART. XXVII. Ie hall be lawful for merchants, captains and com- 
manders of veſſel', whether public and of war, or private and of mer- 
chants, beionging to the laid united ſtates of america, or any of them 
or to their ſubſects and inhabitants, to take freely into their ſervice, and 
receive on board of their veſſeis, in any port or place in the juriſ- 
dict ion of their high mightineſſes aforeſaid, ſeamen or others, natives or 
inhabitants of any of the ſaid ſtates, upon ſuch conditions as they ſhalt 
agrꝛe on, without being ſubject tor this, to any fine, penalty, yuniſhment 
proceis or reprehenſion':. and reciprocally, all merchants, captains and 
gnommanders, belonging to che ſaid united Netherlands, ſhall enjoy, in 
all the ports and places under the obedience of the ſaid united ftates of 
America, the ſatue privilege of engaging and receiving ſeamen, or others, 
natives or inhabitants of any country of the dominion of the ſaid ſtates 


- 


© general; provided, that neither an one fide: nor the other, they may not 
eg. take into their ſervice, ſuch of their countrymen who have already en- 
bs: gazed in the ſervice of the other party contracting, whether in war or 
ng trade, and whether they meet them by land or ſea; at leaſt if the cap-- 
ne / tains or matters under the command of whom ſuch perians may be found, 
el, will not, of his own sonſent, diſcharge them from their ſervice, upon 
2. . pain of being otherwite treated and puniſhed as deſerters. | | 

ta. * ART. A XVilt., The affair of refraction ſhall be regulated in all equi- 
to ty and juſtice by the magiſtrates of cities reſpectively, where it ina 
ch we judged that there is any room to complain in this reſpect. | 
"RY Ar. XXIX. Phe preſent treaty thall be ratified and approved by 
v. their high mightineſſes the ſtates general of the united Netherlands, ane 
35 hy the unite ſtates of America, and the acts of ratification ſh ill be de- 
th. livered in good and due form on one fide and on the other, in the ſpace 
Fe | 1 ſix months or {ooner if poſſible, to be computed from the day of the 
he ignature. e 55 e 3 * od 
pg In faith of which, we the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the lords 
de the ſtates genera! of the united netherlands, and the minifter plenipoten- 
tes #lacry of the united ſtates of America, in virtue of our reſpective utho- 
as ©: Tities and full po vers, have figned the preſent tre:ty and appoſed therete 
ay che ſeals of our arms. Done at the Hague, the Sth of October, 1702» 
on * 8 s 4 5 a - : i ; LEES a E A DW. * 
36 

he | AE ot es 75.95, opp Lata 

he | | = 

on The form of the palſiport which ſhall be given to pips and we/- 
oe elt in conſequence of the-25th article of this Treaty. 

re. o all wo jhall jee theſe preſents greeting: Be it known that: 
er leave and permi ſſion are hereby gi ven to | maſter 
"> and commander of the jhip or veſſel called e the burdeu 
ne i 

"oY Eton, . Gbound-for and laden with 


| <e depart and proceed with his ſaid ſbip or veſſel on bis ſaid-ay- 
OS. : 2 ph IL OSS: < <— = age, 


— 


Fu ple or inha 
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age, ſuch ſhip or veſſel having been viſited, and the ſaid maſter 
and commander having made oath before the proper officer, that 
rhe ſaid [up or veſſel belongs to one or more of the jubjetts, peo- 

ttants of and to him or them only. In wit- 
nei whereof we have jnbſcribed our names to theſe preſents, and 
fixed the ſeal of our arms thereto, and cauſed the ſame 10 be 


countenſigned b 1 tibi. day 0 in the 
year * Lord Chriſt. X Fn 4 5 
Form of the certificatt which ſhall be given to ſhips or veſſels in 
con ſegueuce of the 25th ene F this 2 ; 
n  . magiſtrates or officers of tbe cuſtoms of the city 
or port of du certify and atteſt, that on the day of 

f in the, year of of our Lord D. ＋ per- 


fonally appeared before us, and declared by ſolemm oath, that the 
Ship or vel called , tons or thereabouts, where of 
% s at preſent maſter or comm anger, does rightfully 
and properly belong to him or them only. That ſbe is now 
hound from the city or port of to the pori of laden with 
goods and merchaudixes, hereunder particularly deſcribed and enu- 
mnerated as follows : ma Es | N 
in witneſs aubercef, wwe have figned this certificate, and 
ſealed it wwith the ſeal of our office, this ' day of in the 
ear of our Lord Chrift, | NE ee. 
„„ Few of te SEA-<LETTER: | 
MOST ſerene, jerexe, moſt puiſſant, puiſſant,' high, illuftricus 
noble, honorable, wenerable, wiſe and prudent Lords, Em- 
perors, Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, Barons, 
Lordi, Burgomaſters, Schepens, Councellors, as alſo *Fudges, 
_ _ Officers, Fuftictaries, and Regents, of all the good cities and 
places, whether ecleſiaſtical or ſecular, wwho ſhall ſee theſe 


atents, or hear them read - e Burgomaſlers nnd Pegents 


of the city of make known, that the mafter of 
appearing before us, has detlared upon vath, . the 
weſjel called e the burthen of about © 


at preſent navigates, is of the united provinces, and that no 


nor iuiirectiy, fo may God Almighty help hin: ; and as ave wiſh 
zo fee the ſaid maſter priſper in his lawful affairs, our prayer 
Is, to all the before mentioned, and to each F them ſepurate- 


* and to ur tat him in a Becemiug manner, permitting 


lafts, which he 


Subjetts of the enemy have any part en portion therein, directly 


| oy, where the ſaid maſter ſhall arrive, with his veſſel and 
cargo, that they may pleaſe to receive the ſaid maſter with 


ab, and the United States of America, being inclined to 6 
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bim non the uſual tolls and expences, in paſſing and repaſſi Ing, 
fo paſs „navigate and frequent the ports, pafeſs and territo- 
ries, to the end, to tranſact his bufmeſs, where and in what 
manner he ſball Juage proper, whereof awe ſhall be willingly, 
indehied. _ 
Is witneſs, and for 6440 whereof We affix beret the ſeal of this 
ci 
a In the Margin. J 
By ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords, the States Cen- 
eral of the United Nethvrl ands. 


And aobereas a convention, concerning el recaptured, 
aas at the place and on the day abovementioned,-concluded by the 
Jaid miniſter plenipotentiary, on the part of theſe United States, 
cih the ſaid plenipotentiaries on the part of the ſaid Lords, the 
States general. of the United Netherlands : and the ſame hath 

been this day approved and ratified by the United States in 
Congreſs afembies, as it is contained in the words bs following, , 


vo wit. 


C ONYEN Th ON between tie Lords the Ys General of the 
United Netherlands, and the United States of America, con- 
concerning veſſels recaptured. 


F HE Lords, the States General of the . Nether- 


tabliſh fome uniform principles, with relation to prizes made by 
weſjels of war, and commiſſioned by the two contracting powers, 
pon their common enemies, and to veſſels of the Subjects of 
either party, captured by the enemy, and recaptured by weſſels of. 
var commiſſioned m cither party 3 3 have agreed upon the fol- 


towing articles. = ö 


N In. . 18 veſſels of either of the two nations, re- 


captured by the privateers of the other, . 
hall be rei ored to the firſt propri etor, if ſuch veſſels have 
not been four and tu enty hours in the power of the enemy; 
provided the owner of the veſſel recaprured pay therefor 
one third of the value of the veſſel, as alſoof that of the 

the cannons and apparel ; which third ſhall be va- 
mel b by agreement between the parties intereſted, or if 
they cannot agree thereon themſelves, they ſhall addreſs 
chemlelves to the officers of the admiralty of the place 


Nee 
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where the privateer, who has retaken the veſſel, ſhall have 
Tonducted her. 3h DU 8 
Art. 2. If the veſſel recaptured has been more than 
twenty-four hours in the power of the enemy, the ſhall be- 
long, entirely, to the privateer who has retaken her. 
Art. 3. In caſe a veilel ſnall have been recaptured by 2 
veſſel of war belonging to the ſtates general of the united 
Netherlands, or to the united ſtates of Amer La, ſhe ſhall 
be reſtored to the firſt owner, he paying a third with part 
of the value of the ſhip, her cargo, cannons and apparel, 
if ſhe has been recaptured in the interval of twenty-four 
Hours, and the tenth part if ſhe has been recaptured after 
the twenty-fonr hours: which ſums ſhall be diftributed in 


form of gratifications to the crews of the veſſels which ſhall . 


have retaken her The valuation of theſzid thiftieth parts 
and tenth parts ſhall be regulated according to the tenor of 
the firſt article of the preſent conyent ion. 9 | 

Art. 4. The reſtitutien of prizes, whether they may 


have been retaken by veſſels of war or by privateers in the 


mean time, and until requiſite and ſufficient proofs can be 
given of the property of veſſels recaptured, ſhall be admit-- 
ted in a reaſonable time, under ſuthcient fureties for the ob- 
ſervation of che aforeſaid articles, „ 

Art. 5. The veſſelsof war and privateers of one and of. 
the other of the two nations, ſhall be reciprocally, both in 
Europe and in the other parts of the world, admitted in the 


reſpective ports of each, with their prizes, which may be un- 


loaded and ſold according to the formalities uſed in the ſtate 
vrhere the prize ſhall have been conducted, as far as may be 
conſiſtent with the twenty ſecond article of the treaty of. 
commerce: provided always, that the legality of prizes, 
by the veſlels of the low - countries, ſhall be Feeided conform 
ably to the laws and regulations eſtabliſhed in the united 
Netherlands; as likewiſe, that of prizes made by Ameri- 
can veſſels, ſhall be judged according to the laws and regu- 
lations determined by the united ſtates of America. 
Art. 6. Moreover it ſhall be free for the ſtates- general of 
the united Netherlands, as well as for the united ſtates of 
America, to make ſuch * r as they ſhall judge neceſ- | 
ſary, relative to the conduct which their reſpective veſſels 
and privateers ought to hold in relation to the veſſels which 
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they mall have taken and conducted into the ports of the 


of tae wo pov rs 


"7 In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries 
wh of the lords the ſtares general of the united Netherlands, 
6. and miniſter pleaipotentiary of the united ſtates of Ameri- 
þ ca, have in virtue of our reſpective authorities and full pow- 
4 ers, figned theſe preſents, and confirmed the ſame with 
10 the ſeal of our arms. V | 
if Doae at the Hague, the 8thof Odober, F782, 7 
wh NOW therefore to the end chat the ſaid treaty and con- 


ly vention may, with all good faith, be performed and obſerved 


op on the part of theſe united ſtates, all the citizens and inha- 
er bitants thereof, and more eſpecially all captains, and other 
10 otfic:rs and ſeamen belonging to any veſſels of war of theſe 
1 united ſtates or any of them, or of any private armed veſſel 
* com. niſſioned by Congreſs are hereby enjoined and required 
of | *2 govern themſelves ſtrictly in all things according to the 
Fipulations above recited... „ 7 
. DONE in Congreſs this twenty-third day of January, 
* in the year of our Lord ene thouſand ſeven hundred 
%Y and eighty-three, and of our fovereignty and inde- | 
wal pendence the tentn 5: 
ba dana: ELIAS BOUDINOF, Preſident. 
E CHARLES TrHoOMes0ON, Secretary. 
in | „ | | 
ne Sw DEFINITE TREGSETT 
n- | | 3 | 5 
te „„ ; | „ 
ir © 8 
8, | | 3 | 
1 Between GRHAT-BRITAILN and AMERICA. 
d : g | h 
55 WIA reciprocal advantages and mutual canveniencies are. 
found by experience, to form the only permanent foundation of- 
* peace and frienaſhip between ſtates it, is agreed to form the articles of 
tlie propoſed treaty on ſuch prineiples of liberal equity and reciprocity,. 
of as*\that pzrtial advantages, thoſe ſeeds of diſcord, being excluded, ſuch 
a beneficial and ſatisfactory intercourſe between the two countries may be 
| eſtabliſhed, as to promile and ſecure to both perpetual peace and har- 
- mony. © res 15 
* Ax r. 1, His Biitanic Majeſty acknowledges the ſaid united ſtates, 
* n, New-Hawp&irs, Mulladhalcty-Bay, Rbede-Ifland and 1 


—_ uw... De. 
* T7 mt = 5 - * 
- 


In” * 


PPP 


* Ch, 
* a * * 
; 7 2 of Peace. | 
Y 5 : * „ | 3 en 42:3 85 
gence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pensſylya- 


nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Ca.olina, South Carolina 


and Georgia, to be tree, ſovereign and independent ſtates : Mat he 
treats wich them as ſuch; and for himtelf, his heirs and lucceſſors, re- 
Jinquiſhes all claims to the government, proprietary, and territorial 
rights of the ſame, and every patt thereof; und that all ditputes which 
might ariſe in future on the ſubject of the. bogndaries of the laid united 
ſtates, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the fol- 
lowing are andſha}l be their boundaries, viz. 1 

. ART. 2. From the north-weſt angle of Nava-Scotia, viz. That angle 
which is formed by a line drawn due North from the 10urce of St. Croix 
river to the High Lands along the Highlands, which divide thoie rjvers 
that empty themlelves into the river St. Lawrence, frem thote which 
fall into tne Atlantic Ocean, to the northweſtermoſt head of Conne&i. 
eut river, thence down along the middlevof that,river to the 45th degree 


of N. Lat. from thence by a line due weſt on ſaid Lat. until it ſtrikes the 


river Iroquois or Cataraquy, thence along the middle of ſaid river inte 
lake Ontario, through the middle of ſaid 1: ke until it ſtri kes the com- 
munication by water be:ween that lake and lake Erie, thence along the 
_— of ſaid communication into lake Erie, through the middle of 
aid lake until it arrives at ihe water communication,betwcen that lake 
and lake Huron; thence along the the middle of ſaid water communi- 
cation into the la Huron, thence through the middle of ſaid lake to 
e water communication between that lake aud lake Superior, thence 
#hrough lake Superior northward of the Iſles Royal and Philipeaux to the 
Long Lake; thence through the middle of laid Long Lake and the wa- 


ter communication between it and. the Lake of the Woods, to the 


ſaid lake of the woqds; thence through the ſaid lake to the northweſ- 
tern oint thereof, and from thence on a due Weſt courle, to the river 
MifſiGppi; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the ſaid river 
Miſſifippi, until it ſhall interſect the northerr moſt part of the 31ſt. de- 
gree of N. Lat. South by a line to be drawn due Eaſt from the determi- 


nation of a line laſt mentioned, on the Lat. of 41 degrees North of che 


Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachio/a or Latahouchi; thence 
along the middle thereof to-its junction with the Flint river; thehce. 
ſtraight to the head of St. Mary's river, and thence down along the, 
middle of St. Mary's river to the Atlantio ocean 3 Eaſt by a line to bs 
drawn along the middle of the river St. Croix, from its mouth in the 
Bay of Fundy to its fource, and from its ſcarce direaly North to the 
or eld Highlands which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, from thoſe which fall into the river St. Lawrence, comprehend= 
ing all iſlands within 20 leagues of any part cf the ſhores of the united 
Bates, and lying between lines, to be drawn due Faſt from the points 
whize the aforeſaid boundaries between Nova- Scotia on the one re en 
and Eaſt Florida on the ober, ſhall reſpectisely tcuch the bay of Fundy 
and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting ſuch iſlands as now are, or heteto= 
fore have been, within the limits of the ſaid Province of Nova Scotia. 
; ART. 3. It is agreed that the people of the united ſtates, ſhall con 
— to enjoy, unmoleſted the right to take fiſh of every kind en the. 
rand Bank, and on tle Barks of Newfoundland, alio in the Gulph 
ef St. Lawrence, and at all other places in the tea, where the inhabi- 
_ of both countries uſed et any time heietofore to fiſh and alſo that 
e inhabitants of the united ſtates, ſhall have liberty to take fiſhof eve - 
Kind on ſuch part of the coaſt of Newſoundland, as Britiſh fiſhermen 
all uſe, * net to dry or cure the ſame on that iſland) and alſo on the 
Jails, bays and creeks of all other of his Britannie Majety's domi- 
nien! 
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8 FELT. IE liberty 
ions in America; and that the American fiſhermen ſhall have 
6 J pr ere fiſh in any of the unſettled bays, harbours and 2 
Nova Scotia, Magdalene Iſlands and Labrador, ſo long as the _ on 
remain unſettled ; but fo ſoon as the lame, or either of them, - a 
ſettled, it ſhall not be lawful for the ſaid fiſhermen to dry or _ Jos 
ſuch ſettlements, without a one ee pra for _ purpoſe, with. 
he inhabitants, proprietors or poſſeſſors of the groun cg 
N 5g 4 ith 4 that che creditors on either ſide, ſhall meet with. 
no lawful impediment to the recovery - _ full value in ſterling money, 
ll bona fide debts heretofore contracted, 5 
W = a It is agreed that*Congreſs ſhal] earneſtly recommend it-to 


_ the legiſlatures of the reſpective ſtates ts provide for the reſtitution of all 


- 


eſtates, rights and properties, of perſons reſident in diſtriéts, in wm 54 
ſeſſion of his Majeſty's arms, and who have not born arms aga 3 
ſaid united ſtates, and that perſons of any other deſcription ſha Wer 
fre® liberty to go to any part or parts of any of the thirteen united ſtatès, 
and therein to remain twelve mnoths unmoleſted in, their 3 
obtain the reſtitution of ſuch of their eſtates, rights and e ies 
as may have been confiſcated, and that Congreſs _ _ _ 
neſtly recommend to the ſeveral ſtates a re-conſideration = e _ 
all acts or laws regarding the premites ſo as to render the (aid * 2 
perfectly conſiſtent, not only with juſtice and equity, but . _ 3 
rit of conciliation which on the return of the bleſſings Fe pea ee 
univerſally prevail; and that Congreſs ſhould alſo earneſtly * 5 
to the ſeveral ſtates, thes the eſtates, rights..and 8 - cos 
mentioned perſons, ſhould be reſtored to them, they re erg wy 
'erſons who may be now in poſeſſion, the bona fide es Ly 8 2 . 
been given) which ſuch perſons may have paid on E ng any ou 
ͤã een bor eradicated inmde,” ales by 
erlons who have any intere ; | Ca ; 
88 ſettlements o . meet with no lawful im- 
i F -olecution o eir juſt rights. : 
N Tak dere Wal by no faturs confiſcations made nor > 
proſecutions commenced againſt any perſon or porn. or 8 
of the part which he or they may have taken in the pre n a er 
no perſon ſhall on that account e V w 
in his pe liberty or property, and that „ho 7 | 
ane bh pod. on ſach charges atthe time of ae erke. 2 
in America, ſhall be immediate] y ſet at liberty, and the proſe 
commenced, be diſcontinued. 


ART. 7. There ſhall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Bri. 


tanie Majeſty and the ſaid ſtates, and between the ſubjects of the one 


4} the citizens of the other; Wherefore all waſtes porn. uy a7 bag 

Wm ſhall then immediately ceale ; all prilonert on both 1 es Be . wo 

liberty, and his Britannic Majeſty ſhall, with all convenien how 7. and 

without cauſing any deſtruction, or 1 "or hes, eee 
| : American inhabitants, withdraw a , 

1p-rty of the American inhab „wit 

3 +; from the ſaid united ſtates, and from wh: abr aag once 

— fo a F 2 i * 2 . er 5 

ee N ee e e e records, 

be therein ; and ſhall al rac a " g Th: 

Wy 0 eget "a sing to any of the ſaid ſtates or their citizens, 

55 * e 0 , lee have fallen into the hands of his officers, 

wiiich in the courte o ar | | 

to Ko forthwith reſtored and delivered to the proper ſtates and perſons to 

y belong. 3 | 

wide The ee of the river Miſſiſippi, 223 r 

the ocetin; (hall forever remain free and open to the {ubje&s o 

Brita and the citizens of che united ſtates. 
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9. in caſe l it ſhould ſo happen, that azy place or territory bez 

yongi 4 Great- Britain or to the united ſtates, ſnould be conquered by 
he arms of either from the other, before the arrival of thele articles 
America, it is agreed that the ſame ſhall be reſtored without dithculty, 


and without requiring any compentation. 


Done at Paris, November 30, 1782. 85 
RICHARD OS WAL D, L. S. 


7 4 
bd "x 


OHN ADAMS, „ 
ENJAMIN FRANKLIN, hs $2 
JOHN JA . 

HENRY LAURENS, . Sc} 


Witneſs, 
CALEB WiTEFoR D, Secretary to the Britiſh commiſ- 


Signed, n. 
ot"? ) Wo T. FRANKLIN, Secretary to the American com- 
miſſion. 
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